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 1                    P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S


 2                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: I have three minutes


 3  after 7:00, so we are going to go ahead and get started,


 4  and see if we can get the folks out in the lobby to come


 5  in and join the fun.


 6            Thank you very much for coming.  We are going to


 7  go ahead and get started.  My name is Jeffery Loman, and I


 8  am the Deputy Regional Director for the Bureau of Ocean


 9  Energy Management Regulation and Enforcement.  Thank you


10  very much for coming.


11            Just to let you know that the primary purpose of


12  this meeting, it's required under the National


13  Environmental Policy Act, or NEPA, because my agency is


14  considering a major federal action, and that action is the


15  consideration of oil and gas lease sales nationwide.


16            Tonight we are going to focus, though, on the


17  Alaska OCS and even more specifically the Chukchi Sea, the


18  Beaufort Sea and Cook Inlet.  Those three planning areas


19  are, under this Administration, being considered for oil


20  and gas lease sales in a new five-year plan that starts in


21  2012 and goes to 2017.


22            Unlike many other five-year plans, there is no


23  preconceived notion for a number of lease sales in any of


24  those areas.  It's a clean, blank slate.  One of the


25  things that NEPA requires -- NEPA, the National
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 1  Environmental Policy Act, requires that an agency consider


 2  the no-action decision.  So we are kind of starting with


 3  that in that we have no preconceived notion that we should


 4  hold any sales at all in any of those three planning


 5  areas.


 6            A little bit of history:  In the past five-year


 7  plans, the one we are operating under now and the one


 8  prior to that, there were many sales decided upon in those


 9  plans.  They didn't all take place.  In the last five-year


10  plan, for example, this Administration decided not to hold


11  two sales in the Beaufort Sea, two sales in the Chukchi


12  Sea, and a sale in the North Aleutian Basin that was part


13  of that plan.  So what is decided upon in a five-year plan


14  doesn't always happen.


15            The Cook Inlet has been a special interest only


16  planning area, and there has not been any interest.  The


17  agency goes out to industry and tries to solicit their


18  interest.  And so for the last several years, including


19  under this most recent plan, there has been no interest in


20  the OCS or the federal waters of the Cook Inlet.


21            Tonight's meeting is really a special meeting, a


22  continuance of the meeting that we held, I believe it's


23  been two weeks now.  I'm losing track of time.  Almost two


24  weeks.  We held a meeting here.  We had a very large


25  number of attendees, so many that we couldn't get everyone
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 1  that came and indicated that they wanted to speak a chance


 2  to speak, so we decided to hold another meeting tonight.


 3            The folks that we are going to listen to


 4  first -- because the primary purpose of this meeting, as


 5  much as we might like to hear ourselves talk, is to listen


 6  to you and to listen to what you have to say about the


 7  decision to hold oil and gas lease sales from 2012 to 2017


 8  in that new five-year plan.  You also may want to add


 9  certain considerations in the environmental review for the


10  Secretary of the Interior to consider; for example, a set


11  of alternatives, numbers of sales, the timing of sales,


12  the kind of analysis that the Secretary's people, myself,


13  our staff here, should consider as we prepare this


14  environmental impact statement.


15            Last meeting folks talked about a very wide


16  range, starting with the general importance to the economy


17  of oil and gas in Alaska, the declining throughput in


18  TAPS, the lack of infrastructure, the lack of Coast Guard


19  presence in the Arctic especially, the tremendous distance


20  from the Coast Guard and spill response staging areas to


21  these planning areas in the Arctic.  We heard that from


22  many of the communities.


23            And just to let you know, we have held public


24  meetings in Kotzebue, in Wainwright, Barrow, Nuiqsut and


25  Kaktovik.  We were weathered out of Point Hope and Point
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 1  Lay.  We did meet with some people from Point Hope and


 2  Point Lay in Barrow.  They were attending the Alaska


 3  Eskimo Whaling Commission mini convention.  And we


 4  conducted government-to-government consultation with the


 5  tribes in all of those communities and the Inupiat


 6  Community of the Arctic Slope.


 7            So we have got a lot of input.  It's substantive


 8  input.  And we hope to continue collecting your comments


 9  tonight.


10            Any questions?  Any questions about why we're


11  here.


12            We are going to start taking comments right off


13  the list that we left off with.  And I have top of my list


14  in order of the sign-up at our last meeting -- Nick Horras


15  is not here?  Seat empty.  Carl Wassilie.


16            Just to let you know, please state and spell


17  your name for the -- our court reporter, Mary Vavrik.  She


18  does a breathtakingly tremendous job at this, providing a


19  verbatim transcript.  And if you have written material


20  that you are speaking from, she would appreciate that to


21  help to get a verbatim copy.  I'm going to pass the mike


22  back and forth.


23            And Carl, you have got the floor.


24                  MR. CARL WASSILIE: Okay.  So thank you,


25  Mr. Loman.  And I appreciate the opportunity here today.
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 1  My name is Carl Wassilie.  That's C-A-R-L, Wassilie,


 2  W-A-S-S-I-L-I-E.  And I am Yup'ik.  We are from the --


 3  western Alaska, the Bering Sea.  We have roots all over


 4  the coast.  And our relatives are no different than the


 5  ecosystem and the animals that migrate from all over the


 6  world into the area that we call home.


 7            And I just want to get -- wanted to -- I


 8  appreciate the supplemental opportunity to get on the


 9  record, considering the difficulty of the last meeting.  I


10  know it was packed in here.


11            So a couple recommendations.  I like what the


12  public affairs recommendation was, was to have it in a


13  different venue where more involvement of the public could


14  be, as well as maybe doing random drawings instead of a


15  first-come, first-served.  I think that would be


16  recommended as far as public meetings.


17            Now, I stand in support of those that have been


18  before me, of course.  And our relationship with the water


19  is no separate than -- no separate than it could be


20  scientifically shown that when we come out of the womb of


21  our mother, there is a certain -- even the consistency and


22  the salinity of the womb is the same salinity of the


23  ocean.  And so when we speak in terms of Mother Earth and


24  this language, the English language, it's in that relation


25  that we are not separate from the ocean.  We are not
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 1  separate from the earth.


 2            And so I really want to support the -- those


 3  that have made the effort in Point Hope.  And there is --


 4  yeah.  I was given -- in 2007, Native Village of Point


 5  Hope expressed opposition to all leasing in the Outer


 6  Continental Shelf and the Chukchi and Beaufort Seas, as


 7  well as any seismic activity that relates to oil and gas


 8  exploration and development.  And I personally would like


 9  to support that and [indiscernible].


10            I also want to make sure that I think that the


11  traditional knowledge -- that one of my recommendations,


12  before you continue on with these lease sales -- I don't


13  support these lease sales.  One of my recommendations


14  would be to include traditional ecological knowledge.


15  Indigenous science is the truth.  It's based off of


16  thousands of years of observation, which are the basis of


17  Western science, even.  So you can follow these same


18  theories in Western science that have already been played


19  out for thousands of years with the indigenous people,


20  including the management of these returning ancestors,


21  which we call Fish & Wildlife in Western terms.


22            So I just wanted to put that out there as a


23  recommendation, to include traditional ecological


24  knowledge into the baseline.


25            And you know, with the lease sale 193, there
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 1  were some issues in the court even regarding the Western


 2  laws, the laws that were broken in allowing that lease


 3  sale.  Now we are dealing with those consequences at this


 4  point in time.  And I think it's important to look at


 5  those -- you know, the court decisions that were made


 6  in -- that came from the lawsuit with the 193 lease sale


 7  before we move on, as well as recommendations by the Gulf


 8  of Mexico Spill Commission that reviewed the recent spill


 9  in the Gulf of Mexico.  I think that the information and


10  recommendations are not completely relevant to Alaska


11  since there is -- we don't have the same infrastructure


12  for oil spill response, as you mentioned, Mr. Loman.  I


13  appreciate that.


14            One key point that I found in these lease sales


15  is that -- that's important for the future recommendations


16  before moving on to the next lease sale and also to


17  include tribal government, and that's a trust


18  responsibility of the United States, too.  So I think


19  including tribal governments before moving on with these


20  lease sales is a key component.  And that could be played


21  out with continuing planning in ocean policy.


22            The coastal marine spatial planning of one


23  specific area, there is lots of overlaps.  Like I said


24  before, what happens in the Chukchi with the movement of


25  the animals, the biological cycle, the ecosystem, it --
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 1  through the seasons they change.  The animals and fish are


 2  moving.  There is many, many reports by the Arctic Council


 3  as well as the international -- the Arctic Council is an


 4  international peer reviewed -- they have peer reviewed


 5  journals as well as mounds of information that could be --


 6  as well as recommendations that could be made regarding


 7  the oil and gas development in the Arctic.


 8            The Arctic is one of the key areas for


 9  biological diversity on the planet, which had not been


10  completely put onto paper.  Like I said, traditional


11  ecological knowledge, the methodology is -- the only


12  difference is the Western science has it written on paper;


13  traditional indigenous science is done by thousands of


14  years through the culture of speaking, interacting,


15  hands-on experiential education by using that science and


16  knowledge from our Elders.


17            So I think these -- that those key points would


18  be -- could be very well integrated before moving forward


19  on the lease sale.  So I appreciate the opportunity.  Once


20  again, I do support the Native Village of Point Hope and I


21  think that their concerns are documented with the seismic


22  testing that occurred and observations by indigenous


23  people on the Russian side of the economic exclusive zone


24  in which the animals were scared from -- scared over in


25  2006 surveys and 2007.
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 1            So I think that -- that's an important note to


 2  take as you move forward toward these developing ocean


 3  policies.  I thank the federal government for taking


 4  action to -- and this interest of preserving the heritage


 5  that we continue to enjoy in the people as well as the


 6  people that have this as their way of life.  It's hard to


 7  explain in English, but it's beyond any -- any definitions


 8  in the Western language -- it's very difficult -- with


 9  some of the Elders' knowledge that can be passed on.


10            Thank you.


11                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Thank you.  Are you


12  Nick?


13                  MR. NICK HORRAS: Yeah.


14                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Okay.  You missed your


15  chance.  Do you want to wait or are you ready?  Walked


16  right in and got the floor.  The floor is yours.  Go


17  ahead.  We need your name for the court reporter and any


18  written material.  You have it on laptop?  Just leave that


19  MacBook Pearl with her.


20                  MR. NICK HORRAS: Thank you very much.  I


21  submitted my testimony on-line last session, not thinking


22  I was going to have a chance to be here tonight.  So thank


23  you for bringing us back together again tonight.  I


24  applaud the committee for doing that.  I think it's


25  important for the public process.
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 1            Good evening.  My name is Nick Horras.  That's


 2  N-I-C-K H-O-R-R-A-S, and I'm a resident of Anchorage.  I


 3  am grateful for this opportunity to express my opinion as


 4  a citizen on the issue before us today, oil and gas


 5  leasing on the Beaufort and Chukchi Seas.  While I


 6  appreciate this opportunity to present, I also recognize


 7  that my voice as an individual is not as loud or


 8  influential as the oil companies looking to obtain these


 9  leases.  Nonetheless, I felt it important to be here


10  tonight.


11            And even though I'm only one voice, I felt it


12  important to express my concerns about continued offshore


13  oil development in the Chukchi and Beaufort.  My greatest


14  concern is the precedent set by these leases.  When are we


15  going to focus more on renewable energy development, less


16  so on fossil fuels?  When are we going to stop poking


17  holes in pristine environments to extract more oil, the


18  stuff we are so beholden to and the stuff that causes


19  conflict around the world and environmental disaster in


20  our own backyards.


21            Every dollar invested in fossil fuel development


22  is one less dollar available for renewable energy


23  development.  But then, again, why wouldn't energy


24  companies be interested in continuing to seek new oil


25  prospects when their annual revenues are soaring at levels
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 1  of 200- to $300 billion a year?


 2            Thankfully the U.S. military is beginning to


 3  recognize our overdependence on oil, and they are now


 4  focusing on further developing fuel from algae for its


 5  jets and aircraft carriers.  Test flights and sailings


 6  have been successful, and renewal fuels like algae make us


 7  more secure, saves us money, and is entirely renewable.


 8  And the exciting part is that the military is actually


 9  pulling it off.  It's happening.  And it can be done


10  thanks to properly placed investments.


11            And I'll leave it to the scientists and


12  environmental groups to remind us of the extreme potential


13  for disaster and impact on the local flora and fauna in


14  the Beaufort and Chukchi.  My stance, my concern is our


15  continued reliance on oil, period.  We are slaves to it,


16  and it's causing us to explore these developments in the


17  Arctic and beyond, very risky developments, at that.


18            The Interior Department's advertisement for


19  tonight's session said we need to hear from you to ensure


20  that we address all relevant issues and alternatives.


21  Let's remember what our alternatives are:  Renewable


22  energy, renewable fuel, and discontinued reliance on crude


23  oil to fuel our world.


24            I encourage Secretary Salazar to continue to


25  take this into careful consideration before allowing any
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 1  further leasing in the Beaufort or Chukchi.  Thank you.


 2                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Thank you.  Delice


 3  Calcote.


 4                  MS. DELICE CALCOTE: My name is Delice


 5  Calcote, D-E-L-I-C-E C-A-L-C-O-T-E.  I'm from Afognak


 6  Island.  I'm of the Water Clan.  And you know, our island


 7  was surrounded by Exxon Valdez oil spill.  My grandfather


 8  put his hand into those pink foamy crystals, and my


 9  grandfather died two years ago of lesions in his brain.


10            May 17, 1993, the Supreme Court decision on the


11  Oklahoma and Sac and Fox case was a nine-to-zero decision.


12  There were no dissenters.  And Sandra Day O'Connor told


13  them, what we have here today are three jurisdictions:


14  federal, tribal, and State.


15            And I'd like to point out that Cook Inlet is a


16  historical bay.  It has historical bay status before we


17  were a state, before that illicit thing.


18            I serve as a Secretary for Cook Inlet Marine


19  Mammal Council, which is chartered by the Cook Inlet


20  tribes.  They formed a treaty amongst themselves in 1994.


21  And I also serve the tribes at Alaska Intertribal Council.


22  The points that I would like to note are that there is a


23  government-to-government policy with the tribes, all


24  federally recognized tribes.  And there is 229 of them


25  that are federally recognized tribes, and we have several
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 1  that aren't.


 2            As you are aware, Cook Inlet beluga is listed on


 3  the Endangered Species List.  And Cook Inlet treaty tribes


 4  opposed any five-year lease sale here in Cook Inlet area.


 5  We have many concerns:  The air quality here in the


 6  Southcentral area.  At the Alaska Forum on the Environment


 7  three years ago we were informed that the air quality in


 8  Southcentral area is at top mercury levels.  I don't know


 9  if anyone is aware that there is, you know, know several


10  platforms that flare 24 hours a day.  They don't even


11  allow that to happen on -- in California.


12            In our many meetings with NOAA, National Marine


13  Fisheries Service, we were informed several years ago that


14  our salmon here in Cook Inlet would be listed as an


15  endangered species.  So along with our beluga that are on


16  the Endangered Species Act, we as tribes are very


17  concerned about the status of the salmon species.


18            There are sounds and discharges from sewers


19  whose permits have been automatically renewed, thus


20  avoiding critical impact from the public and from the


21  tribes.  We are concerned about oil spills and sunken tugs


22  that still are in Cook Inlet, have not been removed from


23  that platform.  I think that was over at Granite Point.


24  And there is no technology to clean up oil from icy


25  waters.  We have cumulative impacts from oil and gas that
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 1  are not known in the Cook Inlet historical bay.


 2            There is cumulative impacts from this large


 3  amount of air traffic where they get to dump fuel and the


 4  military admitted that they had dumped fuel.  I can't


 5  remember what the number was, but I knew that it was a


 6  number for every single day of the year, plus some.  And


 7  that's -- they called it emergency dumping.  So I guess


 8  they have an emergency every day.  And what is the impact


 9  of that JP2 on our -- on our health, on the health of the


10  animals, the cumulative impacts to the environment.


11            And we have chemtrail dumping that's happening


12  over the Southcentral area without informing us, notifying


13  us, bypassing public input.  I believe that's called lack


14  of due process of law.  We have mixing zones out here that


15  have been changed.  They are not protecting our -- the


16  critical habitat area and keeping that clean where -- we


17  have the beluga over here that use the Upper Cook Inlet


18  for their nursing and their birthing, feeding grounds.


19            We have over 200 abandoned oil pipelines in Cook


20  Inlet.  There is no plan for removing them.  They are just


21  going to stay there and rot.  And we have very serious


22  concerns about all the funds that were raised by all the


23  municipalities against the tribes and our stand on pushing


24  for the Endangered Species Act.  Our food takes priority


25  over development.
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 1            Along with the EIS which seems to be missing is


 2  the human health impacts.  We study the land, the


 3  environment.  Where is the human health impact?  What's


 4  the cumulative effects?  We are told by our ancestors and


 5  it's in our way that we make plans for seven generations


 6  later.  Where is the -- where is the plan for cleaning up


 7  Cook Inlet?  Where is the plan for keeping this air clean


 8  so that all of us enjoy clean air and clean water?  Every


 9  one of us needs clean air and clean water every day, not


10  just sometimes.  Every day.  And so do the animals.


11            Economy.  Where is the economy of our tribal


12  governments?  All this money that was raised by the -- by


13  the municipalities, where was the funds that came to the


14  tribes so that we could do studies?  We have been told


15  over and over by Minerals Management Service; now it's


16  BOEMRE.  We have asked for studies.  We wanted to have


17  traditional knowledge studies.


18            I'm the one who had to call them and ask them


19  after their budget -- after the federal budget was


20  approved and I wanted to know what happened to our


21  traditional knowledge study.  Oh, there were other things


22  that were more important was the answer.  So we got pushed


23  back to the back burner again.


24            I just want to say that I'm totally against any


25  planned development without lack of serious studying and
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 1  funding and significantly including our tribal governments


 2  of the Cook Inlet area.  And the Cook Inlet tribes are


 3  also supporting the North Slope tribes in the work that


 4  they are doing and standing against development in their


 5  critical areas for their food and for the furtherance


 6  seven generations down the line.


 7            I want to thank you for holding this again and


 8  for letting us say our say.  Thank you.


 9                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Thank you very much.


10  Craig Sorenson.  Brian Lyke.  Mr. Harrison, you have the


11  floor.


12                  MR. DAVID HARRISON: First of all,


13  Jeffery, I have to apologize for chewing you out at the


14  last meeting.  And I apologize for chewing you out at the


15  last meeting, and I thank you for holding this meeting.


16  My name is Tutchuda.  I am Ahtna Tana.  I am from Nay'dini


17  aa Na'.  I said it's my Indian name.  Is Tutchuda.  My


18  English name is David Harrison.


19            I'm from the Copper River people.  I domicile in


20  my village of Chickaloon.  I don't reside in Alaska.  My


21  ancestors have been here since time immemorial.  They have


22  been recorded right here in Cook Inlet for over 25,000


23  years.  Everyone in this room who is not indigenous is a


24  Johnny-come-lately.  And they have come here to partake in


25  our country, and we have shared our country with you.  We
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 1  protected our country, and none of our people were walking


 2  around starving.  None of our people were walking up and


 3  down these streets in these cities without a place to live


 4  or food to eat.  We all had a place.  We all worked


 5  together.


 6            Our people, after sharing our country with you,


 7  have been pushed to the back of the bus.  And you have


 8  done this because you see our resources.  They are not


 9  your resources.  They are not the federal government's


10  resources.  They are not the State of Alaska's resources.


11  They are the indigenous people of Alaska's resources.


12                  AN UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Thank you.


13                  MR. DAVID HARRISON: They are our


14  resources that the creator put here to take care of us.


15  And they gave us the responsibility to take care of them


16  because if we take care of them, it will take care of us.


17  It will provide everything that we need to exist in this


18  world today, not just for a couple of years, not until


19  this oil runs out or the coal runs out or the gas runs out


20  or the timber runs out or the fish run out or any of the


21  marine mammals, the land animals, the moose, the caribou,


22  the sheep.


23            These resources, in our opinion, are not for


24  sale.  These oil and gas resources can be viewed as no


25  differently than the blood that flows through your veins.
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 1  This world depends on keeping that oil and gas where it's


 2  at, no differently than your need to keep the blood in


 3  your body where it's at.


 4            You want to drink oil?  You go right ahead.  We


 5  will see how long you last.  You want to drink clean


 6  water?  You will live a long time.  You want to breathe


 7  clean air?  You will live a long time.  These resources


 8  are a necessity for all existence.  We need to keep them


 9  where they at.


10            I'm the Executive Director for the Alaska


11  Intertribal Council.  I advocate in behalf of 229


12  federally recognized tribes in Alaska.  At the end of last


13  year, they elected me unanimously to chair the


14  organization.  That's pretty uncommon whenever you are


15  dealing with the diversity of indigenous people and the


16  indigenous nations that are in Alaska.  And there are


17  seven.  And this is their country.  It's not the State's.


18  It's not the federal government.


19            And the State of Alaska, at every chance they


20  get, they are creating genocide against Alaska Native


21  people.  And I say that and I mean that because they are


22  creating conditions of life that are calculated to bring


23  about the physical destruction of the Alaska Native people


24  in whole and in part.


25            The United States passed a genocide act in 1988.
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 1  It's been in existence since 1953 on the international


 2  level.  The United States acknowledged when they became a


 3  territory and when they became signatory to the United


 4  Nations charter, their obligation was to bring the


 5  indigenous people up to determine their own future.


 6  Instead, a couple world wars happened.


 7            Who created Alaska?  The State?  Not Alaska


 8  Native people.  They were refused the right to vote on


 9  statehood.  Say, oh, you gave it up under ANCSA.  Which of


10  these villages gave those people, those 576 people, the


11  right to speak in behalf of almost 80,000 at that time?


12  There is not one village that I know of that gave any of


13  those people an opportunity or the right to speak in their


14  behalf.


15            In 1971, the federal government, the State, the


16  oil companies, terminated another act of genocide, all of


17  our children born after December 18, 1971.  And then you


18  wonder why we are angry.  You wonder why our kids are


19  angry.  You wonder why there is such disparity among our


20  peoples.  Things haven't been put right.


21            You have an opportunity to make sure that not


22  only our children, but your children have a clean place to


23  live in this world.  If you don't, shame on you.  Tell


24  your kids that you helped kill them.  You helped make it


25  so that they had to spend hundreds and hundreds of
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 1  thousands of dollars buying bottled water that's been


 2  filtered instead of drinking clean, pure, pristine water.


 3  Tell them that.  I will have to tell my grandchildren.


 4  And I'm the father of ten children.  I have 13


 5  grandchildren.  I'm speaking for all of them.


 6            And I stand here today emphatically opposed to


 7  any more oil and gas development in Alaska onshore,


 8  offshore, wherever.  There are so many holes drilled out


 9  there and there is so much oil that's already there.  The


10  State of Alaska says, oh, the pipeline is a third full.


11  There is no excuse for that because they have already


12  found the oil to fill that thing up for many more hundreds


13  of years.


14            Why are we, the indigenous people, living in


15  poverty with all of these resources that the federal


16  government and the State of Alaska have ripped from our


17  lands?  Not only the coal, oil and gas, the timber, the


18  fish.  Who is suffering?  Not the State, not the Feds, but


19  Alaska's indigenous people are suffering because the


20  federal government and the State of Alaska refuse to abide


21  by their own laws.


22            The State of Alaska Constitution, Article 12,


23  Section 12 states the State and its people shall forever


24  disclaim any and all fishing rights forever to the Alaska


25  Native people.  Alaska Native people try and go out there
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 1  and catch our fish so that we can live.  The State comes


 2  and arrests us.  They want you as a sport fisherman to


 3  collect their dollar because they are telling you you are


 4  a sport fisherman.


 5            Many people who live in Alaska fish and hunt and


 6  eat it.  And if you think it's fun to go out and kill an


 7  animal, then you need to go to API, the Alaska Psychiatric


 8  Institute, to get your head examined because it's not fun


 9  to go out and to kill an animal and play with it just


10  because the State says you can.


11            It's important that we maintain the health of


12  our food sources.  We have seen just recently in the


13  Nordic countries where they have had that oil spill over


14  there, the technology is not available for cleaning oil


15  spill up out of the Arctic.  We have seen in Prince


16  William Sound the oil companies cannot be trusted.  We


17  have seen the lack of responsibility from the federal


18  government and the State of Alaska because there are still


19  ten million barrels of oil in Prince William Sound on the


20  beaches.  Those communities still are suffering from that


21  spill.  How many years later?  Those oil companies were


22  told to pay money.  They still haven't paid.  They still


23  haven't paid to clean it up.


24            And I'm going to ask the United States and the


25  State of Alaska, when are you going to stop kowtowing to
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 1  the oil industry?  When are you going to stop them from


 2  controlling and running Alaska state politics?


 3            The technology is already here for alternate


 4  energies that are clean energy.  We don't need the oil


 5  companies to continue to rape, pillage and plunder the


 6  resources, today, tomorrow, or next year, next week or the


 7  next hundred years.


 8            Thank you.


 9                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Thank you,


10  Mr. Harrison.  Kathryn Hicks.


11                  MS. KATHRYN HICKS: I didn't know I was


12  coming for a civil war here.  It's a little bit of a


13  surprise for me.  But last year -- last week when I was


14  here, many people spoke and stated my beliefs much better


15  than I can.  But I wanted to testify today that I think


16  this entire hearing is a waste of time.  This


17  Administration has made up its mind.  They want nothing


18  more than to shut down Alaska.  I was at the hearing on


19  February 25th and heard many intelligent statements.  I


20  watched Mr. Loman's face pucker every time somebody


21  testified that we need these leases in asking our


22  government to allow us to drill what should be our own


23  oil.  I realize that you think you can shut us down by


24  regulating us to death.  The Wilderness Society, Sierra


25  Club and all its minions want Alaska to be their own
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 1  national park.  The Obama Administration is doing all they


 2  can to comply.


 3            I can hardly wait for November 2012.  Trouble


 4  is, I don't know if our country will be here by then.  If


 5  the greenies were truly concerned about the environment,


 6  they would focus their energies on Russia and other Third


 7  World countries that have no environmental concerns


 8  whatsoever.  They aren't concerned about the environment.


 9  This is only a ruse to destroy American capitalism.


10                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Thank you, Kathryn.


11  Mayor Sullivan.


12                  MAYOR DAN SULLIVAN: Thank you very much.


13  Good evening.  Thank you for allowing me to testify.  For


14  the record, my name is Dan Sullivan, D-A-N


15  S-U-L-L-I-V-A-N.  I have the distinct honor and privilege


16  of serving as the mayor of Anchorage.  I'm also very


17  humbled to be in the room with folks who have different


18  points of view.  This is a good process, and it's good to


19  hear from everybody.  We don't always agree, but -- I'm


20  lifelong Alaskan, the son of lifelong Alaskans and several


21  generations before that, but I'm always humbled when I'm


22  in the room with folks whose generations span much longer


23  than mine, and I appreciate the viewpoints.


24            My jurisdiction as mayor spans nearly 2,000


25  square miles and includes approximately 300,000 residents,
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 1  which comprises over 40 percent of the entire population


 2  of Alaska.  And I'm speaking fairly narrowly about the


 3  interests of the residents that I represent as mayor.


 4            I'm testifying this evening to support including


 5  the Chukchi and Beaufort Seas and Cook Inlet waters in the


 6  five-year leasing program.  I strongly oppose any further


 7  delay of development of Alaska's offshore oil and gas


 8  resources.  The economic impact of choosing not to develop


 9  the Chukchi, Beaufort or Cook Inlet resource will be


10  devastating to the Anchorage economy.


11            Cook Inlet provides the natural gas that heats


12  our homes, schools, businesses, and military bases and


13  powers the turbines that provides most of our electricity.


14  Meeting these energy needs is essential to the personal


15  safety and well-being of all who live here.


16            In addition to our basic energy needs, Anchorage


17  is the state's economic center, and our local economy


18  relies heavily on the health of the Trans-Alaska pipeline.


19  It is simply essential to get more oil flowing through the


20  pipeline.  The proven resources available in the Chukchi


21  and Beaufort Seas are perhaps the most promising long-term


22  solution to maintaining the viability of TAPS.


23            The time is of the essence in moving development


24  projects forward.  Further delays threaten the viability


25  of the pipeline itself.  That would be an economic
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 1  disaster of national proportion.  I repeat, of national


 2  proportion, and the interesting thing would be of our


 3  choosing.


 4            We have natural disasters out there that we have


 5  no control over, whether it's a hurricane or an


 6  earthquake.  But to allow that pipeline to become inactive


 7  literally would be a disaster.  As a state and a nation,


 8  we need to responsibly move forward with domestic offshore


 9  energy production.


10            I encourage the Bureau of Ocean Energy


11  Management to continue its work to evaluate regulatory


12  structures that improve safety and spill response while


13  making sure offshore energy production is done both


14  responsibly but, as well, timely.


15            World events today show without question just


16  how fundamental Alaska's assets are to our national


17  security.  If the U.S. government does not provide a


18  reasonable regulatory environment, the companies who are


19  in a position to invest elsewhere will do so and will


20  funnel billions of dollars to Outside economies that


21  likely do not have our stringent regulatory framework and,


22  in many cases, do not support our national interests.


23            Again, I strongly oppose any further delays in


24  the development of Alaska's offshore oil and gas


25  resources, and I urge that you include the Chukchi,
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 1  Beaufort and Cook Inlet waters in the 2012-2017 lease


 2  program.


 3            Thank you again for the opportunity.


 4                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Sergio Awnie.  Charlie


 5  Berker.  Kris Warren.


 6                 MR. KRIS WARREN: Thank you, and good


 7  evening.  It's Kris, K-R-I-S, Warren, W-A-R-R-E-N.  And


 8  I've lived here in Anchorage for 28 years.  I'm a retired


 9  manager with Anchorage Water and Wastewater Utility.  I've


10  got over 35 years' experience working in the environmental


11  protection business.  Also my wife is a co-owner of a


12  mid-sized hotel here in Anchorage employing 35 Alaskans


13  whose livelihoods depend on Alaska's sustainable economic


14  future.


15            I'm here tonight to express my support for oil


16  and gas lease sales off the coast of Alaska.  Without new


17  oil production, TAPS is likely to be shut down within the


18  next ten years.  The Chukchi and Beaufort Seas have


19  enormous potential oil and gas deposits which must be


20  responsibly developed to ensure that the nation's and


21  Alaska's economy will continue to prosper.  The U.S. is


22  going to require -- continue to require vast quantities of


23  oil for the foreseeable future in spite of the ongoing


24  efforts to develop alternative forms of energy.


25            So why not develop U.S. resources rather than


Page 29


 1  continue our reliance on oil from place likes Venezuela,


 2  Iran and the volatile Middle East?  Why not employ U.S.


 3  workers using U.S. produced building materials to produce


 4  U.S. oil?  I've got a 14-year-old grandson whose future in


 5  Alaska depends on the development and production of


 6  Alaska's resources.  The vast majority of Alaskans support


 7  resource development and are frustrated at the efforts of


 8  extremists environment lawsuit industry, the courts, the


 9  news media, and even the movie industry to shut down the


10  very resource industries upon which the majority of


11  Alaskan's jobs depend.


12            Even more upsetting, the federal government


13  appears to be a willing partner in the effort to destroy


14  our state's economy through its entangled permitting


15  processes, needless delays, and endless studies.  I think


16  it's safe to say that everybody here tonight who are


17  testifying, whether you are for or against oil


18  development, consumed petroleum products in order to


19  attend this meeting.  Surely you would not prefer that the


20  oil we consume come from other places on earth where the


21  U.S. is hated and environmental regulations are less


22  stringent.


23            In conclusion, I strongly believe the federal


24  government should move forward with offshore oil lease


25  sales and, more importantly, once those leases are sold,
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 1  permit exploration to proceed and discoveries to be


 2  produced.  Now is the time to promote policies that


 3  encourage job creation while growing the economy and


 4  providing the nation with much needed locally produced


 5  energy supplies.


 6            Thank you for the opportunity to comment.


 7                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Thank you very much.


 8  JoAnn Zeringoe.  Glenn Maulding.  Deborah Blatchford.


 9  Whit Sheard.  Nils Bolsen [sic].  Mr. Bolsen.


10                  AN UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: He just stepped


11  out.  He was here.


12                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: It's called stage


13  fright.  We will get back to Nils.  He might get some


14  courage up.  Are you Nils?


15                  MR. NILS BOISEN: Yes.  I am sorry.


16                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Was it stage fright?


17                  MR. NILS BOISEN: It was my son's --


18                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Okay.  Good.


19                  MR. NILS BOISEN: Thank you for the


20  opportunity for those of us who didn't get to speak on the


21  25th to come and say our piece.  My name is Nils Boisen,


22  N-I-L-S B-O-I-S-E-N.  I work for the Eyak Preservation


23  Council.  They are an environmental and social justice


24  organization out of Cordova.


25            First off, I'd just like to say there is no
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 1  doubt that fossil fuel and the hydrocarbons we get from


 2  oil are an extremely important resource.  They are 90


 3  percent -- 98 percent, perhaps, of the -- of our


 4  livelihoods in the modern developed world.  They are our


 5  medicine, they are our materials, they are our, besides


 6  our fuel, they are pesticides, they are fertilizers.  It's


 7  everything, and we are very dependent on it.  But it's a


 8  finite resource, and it's going to run out.


 9            To continue oil and gas development in this


10  state is a pipe dream.  It's just postponing the


11  inevitable, which is an economic crash in this state.


12  Secondly, to touch on the environmental aspect of this,


13  you can have all the security and safety and measurements


14  to keep accidents from happening, but human error is


15  something you cannot really account for in doing so.


16  Exxon Valdez is an example of that; the Deep Water Horizon


17  is an example of that; and what recently has happened in


18  Norway is an example of that.


19            I have been living in Norway for ten years, and


20  I can tell you that Norway is the most technologically


21  advanced nation for offshore oil and gas development and


22  oil spill response.  The oil spill that has recently


23  happened, it's very interesting that the Alaskan media has


24  almost mentioned nothing about it.  Norway climatically


25  and environmentally is very similar to Alaska.  The major
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 1  difference is that Norway is far more developed with


 2  infrastructure and technology.


 3            And the fact that the Norwegian government, the


 4  Coast Guard is having such an incredibly hard time dealing


 5  with this rather minor oil spill -- it's an incredibly bad


 6  environmental accident, but it could have been a lot


 7  worse.  And they are still having probably the worst time


 8  of dealing with it of any oil accident they have had.  And


 9  they have had other oil spills in recent years; this,


10  though, being the first in icy conditions with snow


11  falling on the cleanup.  And they are pretty much at their


12  wits' ends.  If Norway is having a hard time, Alaska has


13  no hope.


14            That said, I'm vehemently against the leases


15  going forward, that on behalf of those who are now and


16  will be in the future dependent on those renewable


17  resources, that offshore oil drilling threatens the


18  fishing economy, mainly.  And on behalf of the environment


19  at large and those who will be inheriting Alaska and the


20  world at large, I'm against this.


21            Thank you.


22                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Thank you very much.


23  Brandon Heady.  Lynette Moreno-Hinz.


24                  AN UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: She's coming.


25                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Did I hear she was
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 1  coming?


 2                  MS. LYNETTE MORENO-HINZ: I'm right here.


 3                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Are you Lynette?


 4                  MS. LYNETTE MORENO-HINZ: Yes, I am.  Good


 5  evening.  Thank you very much for listening to the


 6  opposition side because we were not given the -- you know,


 7  the opportunity to speak the last time, and so giving us


 8  the opportunity shows that there is balance.


 9            My name is Lynette Moreno-Hinz, and I was born


10  in Sitka, Alaska, at age 11 moved to Anchorage, and for


11  the last 32 years I have been driving a cab here.  I get


12  the chance to pick up a lot of different people and give


13  them a ride.  And in my cab driving experiences and my


14  life, I've had the opportunity to meet a lot of good


15  people, but also I have the opportunity to listen to a lot


16  of different points of view.


17            And you know that Alaska, there is people that


18  come here because I pick them up, they come into this


19  state that are not Native.  And sometimes they don't get


20  to bother to know the Native people or the culture.


21            Today I picked up a Native individual, a man


22  from a hotel.  And last night the Anchorage tribes of


23  Tlingit and Haida met, and what we did, we brought a


24  little bit of food.  All I had was given to me a little,


25  little bag of some smoked strips, and they were cut up so
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 1  tiny, tiny.  So when I picked up this individual -- he was


 2  from up north, and he told me he was from Kotzebue.  He


 3  was so grateful for the little, tiny pieces of fish that I


 4  gave him.  And I really felt bad because I'm Alaska Native


 5  and it's hard for me to go out and practice the


 6  subsistence lifestyle because, like David mentioned -- I'm


 7  sorry.  Gather Harrison mentioned -- David is his


 8  brother -- that we have to abide by the State rules.  We


 9  have to get licenses, and we have to do what we are


10  supposed to do or we get in trouble and we get sent to


11  jail.  My uncle got sent to jail in Juneau -- in Sitka.


12  He lived in Sitka.


13            And when I was protesting in different places,


14  like the Dena'ina Center when our ex-governor Sarah Palin


15  was there, I was told -- I think it was her mother and


16  father that drove by in a fancy $60,000 vehicle.  And my


17  car is parked outside.  It's paid for, but it's run down.


18  And they told me -- I was standing by some -- two


19  Americans that were protesting the war.  And I was the


20  only one outside.  It was cold.  And they told me to go


21  home.  So on the side of my poster, I wrote, I am home.


22  And it was very vicious.  Sometimes people are not nice,


23  no.  You can't always be nice.  I realize that, but it was


24  very disgusting.  And I know that in the process of what I


25  had been doing, I know why I do it.
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 1            I was past President of the Tlingit and Haida


 2  tribes, but I am opposed to the development of the


 3  Chukchi, the Beaufort, and the Cook Inlet because, stated


 4  here, we have alternative energies.  But I was also told


 5  by my husband, who is nonNative, that there is some place


 6  called Gull -- Gull Island or something in the north and


 7  that they found out that there is lots of oil up there.


 8            But that individual man that I talked to earlier


 9  this morning, the Native guy, he told me -- I said, are


10  you for it or against it?  And he said he's against it


11  because of subsistence.  My ancestry, they collected


12  nickels and pennies to organize the Alaska Native


13  Brotherhood and Sisterhood to be able to travel -- excuse


14  me.  My glasses were lowering -- to be able to travel


15  across the land in Southeast.  And they didn't have money


16  back then.


17            The little bit of money that we get from the


18  Native corporations, the nonNatives view it very tainted


19  because they think, oh, look, there is another Native.


20  They have got, you know, the Native corporation money.


21  That's what they think.  And they don't realize that that


22  Native corporation money isn't much, but that's not what


23  we are about, about money.


24            Arctic Slope Regional came the last night to


25  testify.  And they support drilling.  That's a
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 1  corporation.  Just recently they were recognizing the


 2  women in the Alaska Native land claims.  The corporations


 3  have not done all good, but they have not done all evil.


 4  But there is no balance there.  There is a lot of abuses.


 5  And it's not just in one corporation.


 6            So I would really like you to consider --


 7  reconsider, because I did.  And I know who I am, I know


 8  where I came from, and I know where I'm going.


 9            Thank you very much.


10                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Thank you, Lynette.


11  Nicole Whittington-Evans.  Nicole.


12                  MS. NICOLE WHITTINGTON-EVANS: Hello.  My


13  name is Nicole Whittington-Evans, and I'm the Regional


14  Director for the Alaska office of the Wilderness Society,


15  or TWS.  I want to thank you, BOEMRE, for holding this


16  meeting and allowing our organization this opportunity to


17  comment tonight on the 2012 to 2017 five-year OCS plan.


18            TWS has engaged in Arctic Ocean OCS issues for


19  close to a decade, and we are working to protect


20  ecologically important areas in the Arctic both on and


21  offshore and ensure that if and where oil and gas


22  development does occur, it is done well and in appropriate


23  locations.


24            I am here tonight with one of my colleagues in


25  the audience, Lois Epstein, an engineer and TWS' Arctic
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 1  Program Director, who has spent over 20 years working on


 2  oil and gas technical and policy issues, nearly half in


 3  Alaska, and who was a technical advisor on the report to


 4  the President in May of 2010 which contained


 5  recommendations on increasing offshore drilling safety.


 6  Lois would have been here a week ago Friday to testify,


 7  but she was stuck in Nuiqsut due to weather after the


 8  BOEMRE hearing there.


 9            It is TWS' position that BOEMRE needs to take


10  the time needed to make scientifically justified policy


11  decisions before holding lease sales in the Arctic Ocean.


12  It is premature to move forward with new leases in the


13  Arctic Ocean without accomplishing, at a minimum, the


14  following four points:


15            One ensuring adequate scientific information on


16  marine and potentially affected coastal resources is


17  available and included in decisionmaking.  Two, performing


18  marine and coastal spatial planning to determine key


19  offshore areas warranting protection.  Three, ensuring


20  sufficient spill cleanup capabilities and infrastructure


21  are in place.  Four, BOEMRE promulgating needed


22  regulations and ensuring sufficient drilling oversight by


23  adequate enforcement resources, governmental


24  accountability, and transparency and other measures.


25            Additionally, it will be important to develop a
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 1  mechanism to ensure that industry/whaler conflict


 2  avoidance agreements are enforceable, something very


 3  important to coastal communities.  If there is any doubt


 4  about blowouts and other offshore problems in the Arctic,


 5  consider that the Alaska Oil and Gas Conservation


 6  Commission in its 50th anniversary report lists ten North


 7  Slope and eight Cook Inlet blowout events, with four of


 8  the latter offshore in shallow water.


 9            Additionally, there are other ways substantial


10  amounts of crude can enter the water from offshore


11  drilling.  For example, in 1989 a frozen valve on Amoco's


12  Anna offshore platform in Cook Inlet caused a spill of


13  over 20,000 gallons of crude.  Cleanup was not attempted


14  due to 80 to 90 percent moving ice floes.


15            As for lessons from BP's Deep Water Horizon


16  tragedy, we have learned from the Oil Spill Commission's


17  hearings that well-financed drilling companies could, one,


18  misinterpret data from a key well integrity test; two,


19  decide not to utilize potentially critical well components


20  because they would take too long to arrive in the Gulf, a


21  delivery situation that would be much worse in the Arctic;


22  and three, not take actions that would have mitigated much


23  of the tragedy, such as using the platforms diverter


24  system.


25            What the Oil Spill Commission's hearings have
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 1  demonstrated is that no matter how good the regulatory


 2  oversight -- and everyone acknowledges that BOEMRE needs


 3  regulatory improvements -- there will be infrequent but


 4  highly tragic spill events.  The fact that a November of


 5  2010 state report showed 44 spills per year and nearly one


 6  spill every two months over 1,000 gallons on the North


 7  Slope from 1995 to 2009 does not give us confidence that


 8  federal and State governments have sufficient oversight


 9  over Arctic oil operations.


10            Lois, who attended the BOEMRE hearings in Barrow


11  and Nuiqsut, did not hear a single person at either


12  hearing unconditionally support drilling in the Arctic


13  Ocean.  We understand this was also the case in Kaktovik.


14            We believe there are strong scientific and


15  policy reasons why BOEMRE is not ready at this time to


16  proceed with lease sales in the 2012 to 2017 time frame in


17  the Arctic.  BOEMRE should get its existing house in order


18  and ensure that Gulf and Pacific coast drilling is safe,


19  spill likelihood is minimized, and cleanup mechanisms


20  significantly improved before allowing the Arctic Ocean


21  frontier to be open for business.


22            Thank you very much for the opportunity to speak


23  tonight.


24            Also, I forgot to state my name and spell it.


25  Nicole Whittington-Evans, spelled N-I-C-O-L-E
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 1  W-H-I-T-T-I-N-G-T-O-N-E-V-A-N-S.


 2                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Judy Miller.  Judy?


 3  Raychelle Daniel.


 4                  MS. RAYCHELLE DANIEL: That's Raychelle,


 5  R-A-Y-C-H-E-L-L-E, and Daniel, D-A-N-I-E-L.  Thank you,


 6  Mr. Loman and Dr. Kendall, for having this hearing tonight


 7  and for allowing us to state our views.


 8            I was born and raised in Alaska in Western


 9  Alaska in a family dependent on subsistence.  And that


10  helped me to move forward.  And I also have a background


11  actually in Western science; for those of you who were


12  here earlier heard Carl talk about those differences.  And


13  I am here tonight to speak on behalf of the PEW


14  Environment Group, who I work for.


15            And first we like to acknowledge and thank the


16  Secretary and the Bureau of Ocean and Energy Management


17  for the steps taken by the department towards management


18  reform of offshore oil and gas activities in the months


19  following the Deep Water Horizon disaster.  And those


20  structural changes within the department that we are


21  referring are increased safety standards for drilling


22  operations and the commitment for some science and


23  decisionmaking.  And we think that these could provide a


24  new direction and create an opportunity for cultural


25  change within the agency.
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 1            However, there are more changes to be made,


 2  including implementing some of the national level reform


 3  at the regional level.  And continued vigilance will be


 4  required to ensure that these reforms are implemented as


 5  intended.


 6            And the 2012 to 2017 five-year leasing schedule


 7  currently under development by BOEM will set the stage for


 8  oil and gas development in the future, and it will also


 9  provide the first opportunity for the Bureau to


10  demonstrate a new approach to offshore oil and gas leasing


11  and management.  And if BOEM's work forward is to be


12  meaningful, this new approach and these recent reforms


13  should guide development for the future.  And so BOEM will


14  need to ensure that offshore drilling is balanced with the


15  protection of the many uses and resources of the Outer


16  Continental Shelf.


17            Throughout the history of offshore drilling in


18  the U.S., the former Minerals Management Service gave too


19  little consideration to -- in the U.S. to the negative


20  impacts from drilling activities that they have on


21  biological and ecological resources in marine and coastal


22  environments or the needs and concerns from local


23  communities in the Arctic in particular.


24            In the 1980s, DOI shifted a practice of tracked


25  leasing to area-wide leasing, and now up to tens of


Min-U-Script® Midnight Sun Court Reporters
907-258-7100


(10) Page 38 - Page 41







 


2012-2017 FIVE YEAR SCOPING MEETINGS FOR PRAGMATIC 
ENVROMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT, BOEMRE REG.& ENFORCMENT


09 MAR 11 Anchorage
March 09, 2011


Page 42


 1  millions of acres are offered for lease at once.  And we


 2  recommend that the department reassess this practice.


 3  BOEM should more narrowly define the lease areas for a


 4  meaningful assessment of the resources and potential


 5  impacts.


 6            While there have been small buffers in


 7  subsistence deferrals in the Beaufort and Chukchi program


 8  area, in the previous five-year plans, those deferrals are


 9  inadequate in size and scope.  There are additional areas


10  that existing scientific information, including


11  traditional knowledge, that suggest areas that are


12  biologically important that should be off limits to


13  leasing.  So in future -- in the future five-year leasing


14  schedules, BOEM should prioritize important resources,


15  habitats, and uses, particularly subsistence, and


16  eliminate biologically important or subsistence areas from


17  the program areas, entirely from the lease sale areas.


18            So taking those sensitive areas off the table


19  early in the planning process will ensure that the leasing


20  is confined to areas where development can occur with


21  minimal impact on other resources and uses.


22            We also suggest that BOEM consider convening


23  stakeholders to openly discuss and find answers to


24  questions regarding if, when, and how offshore drilling


25  will occur in particular areas.  The former MMS developed
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 1  a practice of working closely with industry, but not


 2  allowing other experts, communities, or the public at


 3  large to engage to the same extent.  Because offshore oil


 4  and gas development is an enormous industrial undertaking


 5  with significant impacts to both offshore and onshore


 6  ecosystems, local communities should be afforded a


 7  meaningful opportunity to express their concerns,


 8  opinions, and suggestions.  And this is particularly true


 9  for communities in the Arctic that depend on these


10  resources for subsistence.


11            So we also suggest that BOEM increase local


12  engagement in offshore oversight through the creation of


13  an Arctic Regional Citizen Advisory Council.  This would


14  similar to that which was created for -- in OPA 90 to


15  provide guidance for industry, budget its spill response


16  capability for tankers transiting in Prince William Sound.


17            BOEM and BSEE must have sufficient scientific


18  information on biological and ecological resources and the


19  physical marine and coast environment to understand


20  potential impacts of offshore oil and gas development.


21            In addition, scientifically credible baseline


22  monitoring data are necessary to measure the damage to


23  resources should a spill occur.  BOEM often lacks the


24  scientific data and analysis to inform its decisions and,


25  unfortunately, BOEM often fails to apply the information
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 1  it does have available.  This is particularly true in the


 2  Arctic.


 3            We are aware that BOEM has gathered some


 4  scientific data -- BOEM and industry, too, have gathered


 5  scientific data on OCS resources.  However, the existence


 6  of research does not necessarily mean that it's relevant


 7  or sufficient to inform the decision of whether, when,


 8  where, and how oil and gas activity should occur.


 9            Arctic research and monitoring should be


10  conducted under a holistic integrated science plan, and


11  this plan should be designed to fill existing information


12  gaps and provide an understanding of the spatial


13  variability of the ecosystem and its functioning.


14            And furthermore to include establishment of a


15  long-term comprehensive monitoring program with dedicated


16  funding to track changes in the Arctic, including


17  traditional knowledge.  The goal would not be endless


18  studies but targeted research and analysis relevant to


19  these decisions about offshore oil and gas development.


20            Furthermore, BOEM should work with other


21  agencies within DOI, NOAA and the U.S. Arctic Research


22  Commission to develop a comprehensive integrated science


23  plan for the U.S. Arctic to improve our understanding of


24  Arctic marine ecosystems and to help guide its decisions


25  regarding offshore oil and gas activity.


Page 45


 1            It's also widely acknowledged that BOEM's


 2  current practice for complying with the National


 3  Environmental Policy Act needs to be revised, and BOEM


 4  should adopt the recommendations of both CEQ and the Oil


 5  Spill Commission and implement as you work towards this


 6  new five-year plan.


 7            So the overarching theme of our suggested


 8  changes is that BOEM should develop a culture of inquiry


 9  and inclusion in managing oil and gas activity and strive


10  to balance uses in the OCS.  And it must gather


11  information from a variety of sources such as traditional


12  knowledge and invite and use recommendations from experts


13  outside of the Bureau as well as tribal and other local


14  residents, and balance development with protection of


15  important resources.  And doing so would provide a greater


16  certainty for industry and the public.


17            And so we recommend that no new leasing should


18  take place in the Arctic until a comprehensive integrated


19  research and monitoring program is in place and evaluated


20  as a basis for policy decisions on whether, when, where,


21  or if to proceed.  And ecologically important areas and


22  subsistence use areas should be identified and deferred


23  from leasing and oil and gas activity.


24            And lastly BOEMRE needs approved -- industry and


25  Coast Guard have in place the necessary infrastructure and
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 1  the world's best oil spill response and safety plans and


 2  technology, and they should also be proven to work in a


 3  U.S. Arctic environment.


 4                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Enoch Adams, Junior.


 5                  MR. ENOCH ADAMS, JR.: I was told that


 6  this was a meeting.  I wasn't told this was a hearing.  I


 7  don't have a written statement, but I can provide one


 8  after.


 9                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: The most important


10  thing is that you just tell us what your position is on


11  oil and gas leasing during the proposed five-year planning


12  years.


13                  MR. ENOCH ADAMS, JR.: My name is Enoch


14  Adams, Jr., E-N-O-C-H A-D-A-M-S, and I'm from Kivalina,


15  Alaska.  I'm a whaling captain.  I was born and raised in


16  Kivalina.


17            Probably the easiest way for me to begin what I


18  would like to share with you this evening is simply to


19  issue a warning to both Wainwright and Point Lay regarding


20  their beluga hunting.  Those two communities can virtually


21  say goodbye to their beluga hunting.  The reason I say


22  this is because we at Kivalina have had an experience


23  where we used to be able to hunt beluga every July every


24  year.  I can remember as a child, I can remember as a


25  young man seeing beluga in Kivalina every July.  And there
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 1  is a specific year when that stopped.  It was 1989.


 2            In 1989, the DeLong Mountain Transportation


 3  System Port was built 17 miles south of Kivalina.  And


 4  because of that, the beluga that we used to go after


 5  changed their migration forever.  Up until now from the


 6  stock that used to pass by Kivalina, it doesn't go by


 7  Kivalina anymore.  And many times we -- we used to wonder


 8  why that happened.  And of course, the DMTS port is the


 9  port that supports the Red Dog Mine, which is 45 miles


10  from Kivalina.


11            But while we didn't know how -- how these beluga


12  never came by, some of our people from Kivalina worked at


13  the port, and they would observe in July beluga that would


14  go up to the port and immediately head straight out into


15  the ocean and finally to toward the beach miles and miles


16  north of Kivalina.  That's why I want to -- that's why I


17  would like to issue that warning to those two communities.


18            Even with the -- with the activities that are


19  going on now for possible exploration, for possible


20  development, the shipping -- the ships that carry the --


21  the seismic machines and guns and the support vehicles


22  that go along with them, their activities are -- are


23  already affecting how some of those communities in the


24  north, especially Wainwright -- Wainwright is already


25  talking about having difficulty getting beluga like they
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 1  used to.  Animals that we go after, we have to be quiet.


 2  We have to be careful.  We have to sneak.  And we are not


 3  able to be successful unless we show respect to these


 4  animals as we try to get them.


 5            The level of respect that we have for these


 6  animals is not just in terms of going after them and


 7  harvesting them.  When we get an animal, as we are


 8  butchering the animals, we make sure we separate the head


 9  from the rest of the body.  And that's significant to us


10  because in our way of life, we let them go.  And we show


11  respect to that animal, because if we don't do that, if we


12  don't let the animal's spirit go, it's not going to come


13  back to us with another one.


14            Our people are very good at adapting to the


15  environment.  We have adapted so much to the environment


16  that we have become a part of it.  We don't dominate it.


17  We don't seek to dominate it.  We don't seek to waste it.


18  We work with it.  We find ways where we won't harm the


19  populations.  We don't try to do anything to affect their


20  migration patterns.  And it's very easy -- it's very easy


21  to affect any animal's migration pattern.  And one of the


22  things that can easily affect any animal's migration, both


23  land and sea animals, is if you go after the first ones.


24            If you go after -- if you go after the first


25  ones that come by, you will change their migration
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 1  patterns.  So in light of that, we -- we allow these


 2  animals to pass by, the first ones, because the ones that


 3  do follow, they won't change the pattern.  The leaders


 4  will always continue going the routes that they have


 5  chosen.  And because we allow them to pass by and we


 6  harvest the ones that follow, we don't change them.


 7            There is a lot of things that I see that are


 8  harmful in how you are planning to do this exploration.


 9  The potential for harming our way of life is great.  If


10  you don't pay attention very closely to how these animals


11  act, to what they eat, when do they come, if they migrate,


12  what migration routes do they follow -- if you don't


13  respect those things, you are going to deny us in being


14  able to continue our way of life.  And this is not a


15  lifestyle that I'm talking about.  You can change a


16  lifestyle anywhere you go.  But for us it's a way of life.


17            We have learned over thousands of years of


18  practice how to access these resources without doing any


19  harm at all.  And if you pay attention to how the Native


20  peoples access and maintain the resources, they will be


21  able to show you how you can do your development without


22  doing any harm.  And if there is any activity that could


23  possibly do harm, they will tell you.  We are able to tell


24  you.  We have got thousands of years of knowledge to back


25  up what we know.
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 1            And so with that, I'm sorry.  I'd like to give a


 2  written statement after this.


 3                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Thank you very much.


 4  Colleen Swan.


 5                  MS. COLLEEN SWAN: I'm Colleen Swan,


 6  C-O-L-L-E-E-N S-W-A-N.  I'm from Kivalina, also.  There


 7  has been a lot of mention about traditional knowledge, and


 8  I have been -- I have been pushing for the use of


 9  traditional knowledge for a long time.  I worked for the


10  tribe for 18 years, and I've dealt with a lot of federal


11  agencies.  And thank you.  Thank you for giving me this


12  opportunity.


13            But, you know, as I -- as I watch these


14  processes, these -- these government processes and the


15  studies that are being done, I started to realize that my


16  understanding and my -- my definition of traditional


17  knowledge differed totally from the government's


18  definition.  And including with the use of word -- I never


19  did like using the word subsistence because that's not


20  really what it is.  It's not just a way of life, but it's


21  how we make our living.


22            I come from Kivalina, and our economic base is


23  the tribal resources.  We don't have a cash economy.  And


24  I don't have a problem with that.  I used to think that


25  our people are poor.  Look at all of their resources.  Our
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 1  land is rich.  There is a lot of oil and a lot of


 2  minerals, but we are poor.  And just recently I realized


 3  that I saw -- I saw us -- in fact, our people still think


 4  they are poor, but because I push so much for traditional


 5  knowledge, I realize that our people see themselves as


 6  poor because they are looking at themselves and looking at


 7  each other through nonNative eyes, through civilized eyes,


 8  I guess.


 9            So -- so once I took those lens off, I was able


10  to see that our ways are still very much alive, very much


11  alive, but I was looking at it from a different


12  perspective; from not my own perspective, but from someone


13  else's.  People see us as poor.  I saw my parents as poor.


14  And then I realized when I took the lens off, they are not


15  poor.  They are very rich.  They thrive.  It doesn't


16  bother them not to have cash because they are doing what


17  they do for a living.  It's a way of life.


18            And so going back to the definition of


19  traditional knowledge, yesterday and the other day, for


20  the last two days I have been attending the -- I have been


21  attending the Arctic Waters Meeting.  And just looking at


22  all of the technical reports that the oil companies were


23  doing, one of them was how they were doing their seismic


24  studies, and they were doing their studies on -- on beluga


25  and, you know, the sea mammals, and they were working from
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 1  ships.


 2            And as I was listening to their reports, I


 3  started wondering, okay, where is that ship situated as


 4  they are doing these sound studies?  They are basically


 5  saying that they are not going to have too much of an


 6  impact.  In fact, you know, it's no worry to them.


 7            And then, you know, drawing on traditional


 8  knowledge, I started, you know, wishing I knew what their


 9  secret was because if they can have their ship out there


10  without scaring off the belugas and the walrus and all the


11  sea mammals, wow, I want to know their secret because our


12  hunters have to be very quiet, very quiet to be


13  successful.


14            So you know, we are getting these rosy reports


15  from the scientists, and I'm getting jealous because they


16  seem to have a secret that we don't because, you know,


17  even when you are out in a whaling camp, you have to be --


18  no radio.  I mean, no iPods, nothing because not only do


19  you need to be quiet, but you have to be able to hear.


20            So I was just so amazed, you know.  These oil


21  companies, they really know how to go out there with their


22  really loud ships and not scare anything away as they do


23  their studies.  But --


24            And the other thing, I heard another


25  presentation by researchers who were working way out, way
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 1  above the North Slope, and they talked about -- they


 2  talked about how, you know, as they were moving their


 3  ship, they would be crossing the migration route of the


 4  bowhead twice, but that it would be at a time when the


 5  bowhead, you know, would -- bowhead migration is not in


 6  full force.  And out of a room of over 100 people, nobody


 7  caught it.  Nobody caught it.  And so that's why it's so


 8  important to have the Native people involved in these


 9  processes.


10            You heard what Enoch said.  When you are out --


11  this is what our Elders tell us and the young hunters.


12  When you are hunting migrating sea mammal or any land


13  animal, in fact, that you are to leave the leaders alone,


14  and they will continue.  And I explained that, but nobody


15  caught what these researchers were doing.  They were


16  interfering unintentionally with the migration.  They


17  weren't planning to do that.  Unintentionally.


18            You know, we have all of these good intentions,


19  but because -- because they don't know -- I mean, these


20  are new people who come to the Arctic.  We live there.  We


21  survive there.  And I've heard so many different views


22  here tonight.  And all of them are legitimate.  They are


23  all legitimate.  We all have legitimate concerns, no


24  matter who we represent.  But --


25            And I think the federal government has this huge
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 1  responsibility to bring everyone together.  You can't just


 2  take one and ignore another.  There has to be a balance or


 3  else we are going to be fighting.


 4            So after -- after watching all those


 5  presentations the last couple of days, you know, I'm


 6  realizing that maybe -- maybe the government needs to take


 7  this plan back and look at it again and look at the


 8  studies that have already been done before because if


 9  these plans are being done without participation from the


10  Native people who live there, then we have a problem.  It


11  was very evident in the last two days.


12            So I drew -- I was able to -- even though I


13  don't go out there hunting -- I used to go whaling when it


14  was safe to go whaling, but in the last ten years or so


15  it's become so dangerous for whaling to go on because the


16  ice is so thin.  It's not forming the way it used to.  We


17  used to camp out there on the ice for weeks at a time.


18  I'm not able to do that because my dad says -- my dad


19  doesn't want to bring women and children out there


20  anymore; it's simply too dangerous.


21            And for a long time, for years we were noticing


22  these things about the ice, and you know, where because


23  of -- because of our -- our spirituality, our form of


24  spirituality, people were blaming each other in our


25  village.  You know, you were a bad person.  That's why we
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 1  are having bad luck.  You know, that's how it works.  And


 2  that went on for years.  You know, there was so much


 3  finger pointing in the village.  And then -- and then I'm


 4  wondering, okay, why -- what's going on?  What's going on


 5  here?


 6            And I'm asking the federal agencies.  Our ice is


 7  not forming.  What's going on?  Where is all the


 8  scientists who is going to tell us what's going on?  Why


 9  isn't our ice forming the way it used to?  Why is it


10  freezing later?  Why is our land failing because we are --


11  our village eroding.  It's falling out from under our


12  feet.  And no one in the government was able to answer any


13  of those questions because no one had that responsibility.


14            And then one day, having lunch -- I like to have


15  lunch at my parents' house because my dad -- he's in his


16  mid 70s and he tells a lot of stories.  And sometimes he


17  will have -- say something really profound, you know, real


18  simple, real simple things.  He will just make an


19  observation.  And one day he said, you know, because I'm


20  still wondering what the heck is going on out there, you


21  know.  It's just --


22            I want to go out whaling again.  I want to know


23  why I can't anymore.  And then one day he says the ice is


24  not forming, it's not thickening because it's melting from


25  the bottom.  A long time ago, you know, before this
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 1  problem started, he said it was melting from the top in


 2  the springtime because the sun was out longer.  It was hot


 3  and, you know, that's how the ice melted in the springtime


 4  from the sun, from the heat.  But we were still able to go


 5  out whaling because it was still thick under water.  And


 6  he said not anymore because it's melting from the bottom.


 7            And that tells you something about the -- about


 8  not just the knowledge that we have in our villages, but


 9  it tells you something about the temperature of the ocean.


10            And then, you know, we have so many problems out


11  there in the village in the Arctic that I'm beginning to


12  think that maybe -- maybe I should oppose -- maybe I


13  should oppose oil and gas development in the Outer


14  Continental Shelf.  Normally, you know, I'm not against


15  development as long as it's done responsibly, but all the


16  disasters that go on with the oil companies and just --


17  just listening to the last two days of their presentation,


18  knowing that their research is not what it should be,


19  then, you know, I'm starting to lean towards opposing


20  development until the oil companies and the government can


21  get their act together.


22            So I would think -- I think -- I think that


23  BOEMRE needs to go back to the drawing board and come back


24  another time when, you know, when -- when the oil


25  companies are able to operate without disasters.  It's
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 1  unreasonable for anyone to think that development can


 2  happen without incident.  They will always happen.


 3            But because of -- because the tribes are not


 4  invited into the process, we have no idea what we will do


 5  because we have no plans.  I mean, the oil companies, they


 6  have their plans.  The government has -- you know, they


 7  are convinced that things can move forward by these oil


 8  companies.


 9            And so, you know, for the things that could


10  potentially happen they have their response plans, their


11  spill response plans, their emergency response plans.


12  They have all kind of plans.  But the Native people, we


13  don't have a plan.  What if there is an oil spill?  What


14  are we going to do?  I know we are not going to be


15  hunting.  What are we going to do?  But we can't develop


16  our plans unless we know what the other guys are doing,


17  you know.


18            I'm worried about what technology they will use


19  to drill.  How are they going to extract the oil?  You


20  know, I subscribe to Stock Market News, and I read one


21  years ago that said that a stockbroker was trying to sell


22  stock for a company whose technology was to use -- was to


23  inject carbon dioxide into the ground to force the oil


24  out, and he said that they were proposing to use this


25  technology on the North Slope.  And then recently there
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 1  was news that said that that technology is falling apart


 2  in one of the Lower 48 states.  It's leaking.  It's


 3  killing animals, you know.


 4            So there are too many questions.  They are just


 5  simply too many questions and it's too risky.  So that's


 6  my spiel.  Thank you.


 7                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Thank you very much.


 8  Andrew Hartsig.


 9                  MR. ANDREW HARTSIG: So my name is Andrew


10  Hartsig.  It's A-N-D-R-E-W H-A-R-T-S-I-G.  And thank you


11  so much for the opportunity to comment, and thanks to


12  everyone who has spoken so far for all your thoughtful


13  testimony.


14            I support the initial decision to not schedule


15  any new lease sales in Bristol Bay.  We know how valuable


16  that area is as a fishery, and we know that oil and gas


17  activity is inappropriate there.


18            And I urge the Administration not to schedule


19  any new lease sales in the Beaufort or Chukchi Seas in


20  this pending five-year plan.  We need to better understand


21  the Arctic environment so that we can make more informed


22  decisions about whether, when, where, and how to drill.


23  Current research efforts are a good start, but they are


24  not sufficient.  Before any new leasing takes place, there


25  needs to be a comprehensive integrated research and
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 1  monitoring plan in place.  And we need to collect,


 2  synthesize and evaluate data so that we can make informed


 3  policy decisions.


 4            And in addition, before deciding whether to


 5  conduct additional lease sales in the Arctic, BOEM should


 6  work with other federal agencies, local communities and


 7  tribes and other stakeholders to identify and protect


 8  important ecological areas.  We need to place a priority


 9  on preserving the resilience of Arctic ecosystems.


10            As noted by the National Commission on the BP


11  oil spill, Arctic waters pose severe challenges to oil and


12  gas operations, and there are serious questions about


13  spill response and containment.  Industry and the Coast


14  Guard must put in place infrastructure that's necessary to


15  support large scale spill response operations in the


16  Arctic, and industry has to demonstrate the effectiveness


17  of spill response plans and technologies in Arctic waters.


18  As the Commission, noted spill response methods can't


19  simply be imported to the Arctic from other areas.


20                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Thank you very much.


21  I see ten to 9:00.  We are going to take a ten-minute


22  break.  I think we have comment sheets for written


23  comments if people would like to provide written comments


24  in the back of the room.  So we are going to break now and


25  come back and start again at 9:00 sharp.
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 1             (A break was taken.)


 2                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Okay.  We are going to


 3  get started again.  Katrina Timm.  Katrina Timm.  Dana


 4  Durham.  Drue Pearce.  Robert Flynn.  Kelly Ann.  Mike


 5  Boozenny, Boozenny [pronunciation].  Mike Boozenny.


 6  Nicole Van Hoey.  Rebecca Harris.  And first initial V,


 7  last name Norrell.  Art Lake.  Arthur Lake.


 8                  MR. ARTHUR LAKE: Quyana.  (Speaking in


 9  Yup'ik.)


10            Any one of you in the government or anyone else


11  understand a word I said?  It is the same for our people,


12  don't understand what you say.  We have a lot of


13  differences that we need to look at and to try to


14  understand before we try to make decisions that affect


15  those people that are living along the coast and in the


16  rivers that are being affected by development for


17  everything that is within our environment.  My father --


18  my brother is here, too.


19            Our father said no matter how much you try, no


20  matter how well you speak their language, no matter how


21  much you give up your food to have theirs, to dress like


22  them, to think like them, to look like them, you will


23  never become one of them.  And reversely so, I cannot


24  become a white person no matter how much I try.


25            We must understand those cultural differences.
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 1  We are not a minority.  We are not special interest


 2  groups.  We are government that exist out there that the


 3  federal government recognizes and acknowledges, except for


 4  the State of Alaska.


 5            Government-to-government is a federal policy


 6  that requires the government to consult with us on issues


 7  that affect us.  And this certainly, no matter if it's


 8  1,000 miles away, affects me and my people and my children


 9  and their children.  It is important that we look and sit


10  at the same table and try to comprehend how we can work


11  together.


12            You go to the grocery store.  You buy your beef,


13  your chicken, your pork, but it's all processed.  There is


14  no blood.  There is no butchering.  There is no gore.


15  There is no entrails.  But it's the same thing.  You do it


16  in a more civilized way.


17            Our creator put us in a specific place on this


18  earth with specific resources to carry us through.  And


19  yet out of our area comes these people that come in and


20  extract all these resources and, in doing so, endanger the


21  lives of the people that live there.


22            Our governments need to sit down and discuss and


23  be open about these things.  And I don't believe that


24  changing the name of a federal agency is going to change


25  the way they operate unless they fully change the way they
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 1  think, change their policies, the public -- this is not a


 2  public process.  I come from Kwigillingok, and I'm just


 3  one of the 229 tribal governments that exist in the state


 4  of Alaska.  And we are not being provided an opportunity


 5  to participate.  And you call this public process.  No, it


 6  is not.


 7            There is an old Indian saying.  I believe it was


 8  the Cree that says unless -- until the last fish is


 9  swimming, until the last tree is cut down, until the last


10  river is gone, only then will you -- would you know that


11  you cannot eat money.


12            This, to me, is all about money.  Those pro


13  development comments that I heard -- and I really don't


14  mean any disrespect.  It's all about money.  It is not


15  about the people that live and exist out there and require


16  these resources in order to survive.  It isn't.


17  Government-to-government should be in the forefront of the


18  discussions.  And yet they are not even mentioned.  They


19  are called stakeholders.  We are not stakeholders.  We are


20  governments.  And the government departments and divisions


21  must understand that they must deal with us in that


22  respect.  And until then, like some of the comments


23  earlier, they should put these aside and deal with those


24  issues before you come and say that.


25            It's the same thing with the State of Alaska and
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 1  others that come to our communities.  This is where your


 2  airport is going to be.  This is what your airport is


 3  going to look like.  This is going to -- how much it's


 4  going to cost.  And they call it a public process.  It is


 5  not.


 6            I don't mean any disrespect in the comments that


 7  I am making, but Western science has a long way to go


 8  before it can stand out there and say that we have taken


 9  on the best of everything that exists in order to make an


10  decision or determination because they don't listen to us


11  because we are not Western educated.  But yet those people


12  that have no education can best your best scientists.  And


13  that's been proven over and over again.  I can give you


14  three instances in my community, in my tribe, that --


15            Development came, airport construction.  Elders


16  went there to see what was going on, told them that it's


17  not going to work.  And they said, yes, it will.  It's


18  been engineered.  It's been computer modeled, and it is


19  going to work.  The Elders said, no, you are not.  It's


20  not going to work.  That fall they came back, tore up the


21  runway and did it the way the Elders said, and they


22  left -- they left without a word.  I think they were


23  embarrassed.


24            They wanted us to build holes in the ground, put


25  hypaliner in, put monitoring wells around them.  You can't
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 1  do that in our country.  They put water reservoirs, and


 2  they wonder where all the water has gone.  Elders told


 3  them, if you build it that way, you are not going to get


 4  any water.  And besides, if you do that, your water is


 5  going to be salty.


 6            I live right along the coast, the eastern shore


 7  of the Kuskokwim Bay.  People do not come out there and


 8  talk to us about the conditions and the way that things


 9  should be.  Unless they do that, we are going to continue


10  to butt heads, if you will, over resource issues and other


11  issues important to all of us.  And I really hope that


12  this agency, the former Minerals Management Service, sets


13  aside these decisions for -- until some of these issues


14  are resolved or being dealt with openly with the tribes


15  and the people.


16            It's the same way with the North Pacific


17  Fisheries Management Council, NOAA; they have no clue


18  about the conditions and the issues surrounding the Bering


19  Sea; and they are managers, managers of the resources out


20  there, and yet they don't know what the conditions are,


21  and they don't know what exists out there.  I tried to


22  tell them at one time, you know, that we can tell you


23  about the conditions in the bottom of the Bering Sea.


24  They wouldn't believe me because we didn't have any


25  submarines or things like that to go down and see the
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 1  conditions of the bottom of the Bering Sea.  The animals


 2  and the environment tell us a story about what's going on.


 3  The contents of the seals and the walruses, of their


 4  stomachs, tell us about the conditions of those kinds of


 5  resources that they gather to survive, and that tells us


 6  the condition of the bottom of the Bering Sea.  There is


 7  no way to best Mother Nature.  It's proven time and time


 8  again.


 9            So we need to sit down and really reconsider


10  some of the issues that are being involved before we do


11  this.  Thank you very much.


12                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Mark Fullmer.  Leslie


13  Simmons.  Shannon.  Gary Wells.  Emily.  Eric Myers, who I


14  believe you are going to speak for Mr. Grafe, is that


15  right?


16                  MR. ERIC MYERS: Sort of.


17                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Earth Justice, right?


18                  MR. ERIC MYERS: Well, actually, Audubon,


19  but --


20                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Okay.


21                  MR. ERIC MYERS: For the record, my name


22  is Eric Myers.  I am the policy director for Audubon


23  Alaska.  Audubon Alaska is the state office of the


24  National Audubon Society.


25            Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the
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 1  programmatic environmental impact statement for the new


 2  five-year OCS oil and gas leasing program for 2012, 2017.


 3            The essential question is whether to include


 4  additional lease sales in the new schedule.  For the


 5  reasons provided below, I urge that the Department of the


 6  Interior defer any additional lease sales in the Arctic


 7  Ocean for two basic reasons:  One, the lack of an adequate


 8  scientific understanding of the Arctic Ocean ecosystem


 9  and, two, the inability to effectively respond to an oil


10  spill.


11            As BOEM has itself acknowledged there are major


12  gaps in the scientific understanding of the Arctic Ocean


13  ecosystem, the original lease sale 193 final environmental


14  impact statement included approximately 250 specific


15  statements in which are BOEM explicitly identified a lack


16  of knowledge regarding resources that could be impacted as


17  a result of the lease sale and the reasonably foreseeable


18  oil and gas development that could follow.  In many cases,


19  these statements recognize a fundamental lack of


20  understanding regarding important biological resources,


21  including many that are vital to continued subsistence


22  harvest by communities in the northwest and northern coast


23  of Alaska.


24            Just a few of the statements include the


25  following:  And I quote.  "There is uncertainty about the
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 1  effects on cetaceans in the event of a large spill."


 2  "Given a lack of contemporary abundance and distribution


 3  information, large spill effects on rare or unique


 4  species, including potential extirpation, could occur, but


 5  would likely go unnoticed undetected."  "For many species


 6  of coastal marine birds, the most recent data is between


 7  15 and 30 years old, making accurate analysis difficult.


 8  The risk that several regional bird populations could


 9  experience significant adverse impacts is high."  "Because


10  of the lack of data on marine mammal distributions and


11  habitat use in offshore areas of the Chukchi Sea, it is


12  uncertain what the level of effects would be in offshore


13  areas."


14            The USGS, the U.S. Geological Survey, is


15  currently in the process of trying to define the extent of


16  scientific gaps in the Arctic, and this process should be


17  used to inform the establishment of a long-term research


18  and monitoring program.  This approach was reinforced when


19  the National Oil Spill Commission recently recommended "an


20  immediate comprehensive federal research effort to provide


21  a foundation of scientific information on the Arctic."


22            When Secretary Salazar first took office, I was


23  heartened to hear him acknowledge that the -- that the


24  prior Administration's OCS policy was -- and I believe


25  I've got this right as a quote -- "a headlong rush of the
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 1  worst kind."  I was also heartened to hear the Obama


 2  Administration state on a number of occasions that they --


 3  that the Administration would restore the appropriate role


 4  of science in policy making.


 5            It's not just government agencies that recognize


 6  the lack of scientific information, but also some other


 7  well-known public figures.  And Governor Sean Parnell is


 8  quoted as saying, "The Arctic literally needs to be put on


 9  the map.  Scientific research and economic exploration are


10  set back by low quality, decades old mapping data.  There


11  is no accurate baseline to measure change, to identify


12  trends and patterns or predict potential outcomes."


13            Senator Lisa Murkowski stated not long ago, "We


14  can be smart and we can be proactive, but it's getting the


15  information we so desperately need and making sure we have


16  the research there, making sure that we're following the


17  science and really working to prepare.  Our challenge will


18  be to make sure that we have actually put things in place


19  before we see the level of activity increase."


20            On the question of oil spill response


21  preparedness, as observed by the National Oceanic and


22  Atmospheric Administration, "Oil spills under ice or in


23  ice-covered waters are the most challenging to deal with


24  simply because they cannot be contained or recovered


25  effectively with current technology."
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 1            Currently there is simply no credible capacity


 2  to clean up a large oil spill in the severe weather and


 3  broken ice conditions common in the Arctic Ocean where it


 4  is dark half the year.  There is no realistic way to stage


 5  a large scale oil spill response effort on the North Slope


 6  which lacks basic infrastructure, such as roads, hotels,


 7  and port facilities.  There is no fishing fleet, and the


 8  nearest Coast Guard base is about one thousand miles away


 9  in Kodiak.


10            I noted at a hearing not terribly long ago that


11  when a representative from the oil industry was asked


12  about how they would mount an oil spill response on the


13  North Slope, they noted that their command center would be


14  in Anchorage, which is, of itself, instructive.


15            The Oil Spill Commission's report documents a


16  serious response gap in the Arctic.  There is currently no


17  credible plan for the Arctic to handle a loss of well


18  control event, a blowout, late in the drilling season


19  during freeze-up.  Moreover, the impact of large spill


20  dispersant use in the Arctic Ocean has never been


21  evaluated.


22            Again, some quotes from unlikely sources can


23  help make this point.  Citing the experience in Norway,


24  Shell has stated, "Industry has studied and perfected


25  techniques for recovering oil in Arctic conditions."  That
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 1  one is worth reading again.  "The industry has studied and


 2  perfected techniques for recovering oil in Arctic


 3  conditions," relying upon -- or citing the experience in


 4  Norway.  By contrast, the Norwegian Coast Guard recently


 5  stated in regard to the ongoing oil spill event, "There is


 6  relatively little experience in oil spill response


 7  operations in ice in Norwegian waters."


 8            I would just simply like to conclude by


 9  recommending that for all of the reasons noted, that there


10  is -- it is impossible to justify additional leasing in


11  the Arctic Ocean during the next 2012-2017 five-year


12  leasing plan.  We recommend further that oil and gas


13  exploratory activity on existing leases be deferred until


14  there is a comprehensive integrated research and


15  monitoring program in place and that is providing the


16  needed information to inform and evaluate the basis for


17  policy decisions on -- further on whether, when, and where


18  and how to proceed; that ecologically important areas,


19  including areas for subsistence, are identified and


20  deferred from leasing in oil and gas activity; and


21  finally, that BOEM has approved and the industry and the


22  Coast Guard have the necessary resources in place and the


23  safety plans and technology which have been demonstrated


24  to be effective and proven to work in Arctic Alaska.


25            In the face of the overwhelming lack of
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 1  scientific understanding of the Arctic Ocean and the


 2  inability to clean up an oil spill in Arctic waters, the


 3  federal government cannot make an informed decision about


 4  whether to lease Arctic waters, and no additional lease


 5  sales should be scheduled in the Chukchi and Beaufort


 6  Seas.


 7            Thank you very much for this opportunity to


 8  comment.


 9                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Alicia Egan.


10                  MS. ALICIA EGAN: Thank you.  Well, it's


11  an unusual opportunity that I have been afforded this


12  evening, as I recall a time where Ted Danson was present


13  to testify and many following him were not provided the


14  opportunity, so I appreciate this time this evening.


15            My name is Alicia Egan.  That's A-L-I-C-I-A.


16  Egan is E-G-A-N.  I was not able to provide testimony a


17  week and a half ago because of the flag football games of


18  two of my sons.  So thank you for this opportunity this


19  evening.


20            I appreciate that I'm amongst Elders who have


21  preceded my family's arrival here in this great state.  My


22  mother's family is Choctaw and Cherokee Indian.  They


23  eventually migrated to Alaska in the early 50s.  My father


24  was drafted into Vietnam and met my mother upon his


25  assignment to Fort Richardson in the early '60s.
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 1            My husband and I were both born and raised here,


 2  and we have chosen to remain here to raise all three of


 3  our children, who are now 11, seven and four.  I am one of


 4  five, and my husband is one of six children.  Between our


 5  two families, we have 23 nieces and nephews and two great


 6  nieces and nephews that call this great state home.


 7            All of our livelihoods are derived and directly


 8  supported by the oil and gas activities in this state.


 9            However, this evening I represent the interests


10  of Prosperity Alaska, a nonprofit of which I am the newly


11  hired Executive Director.  So on behalf of Prosperity


12  Alaska, representing nearly 30 Alaskan businesses and


13  industry associations and thousands of Alaskan workers, I


14  submit the following comments to encourage a robust oil


15  and gas leasing program for the years of 2012 to 2017.


16            Estimates suggest that U.S. oil production will


17  decline 13 percent this year and energy prices have


18  spiked.  Yet Alaskans continually witness attempts to lock


19  up our resources, from tactics such as the faux moratorium


20  to regulatory and permitting delays that discourage


21  leaseholders development.  As this country begins to move


22  toward economic recovery, we must act now to produce our


23  domestic supply of oil and end this regulatory game


24  playing.


25            Responsible development of the OCS would mean
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 1  the increase of hundreds of billions of dollars invested


 2  here in this country, tens of thousands of new jobs and a


 3  significant reduction in our reliance on foreign sources


 4  of energy.


 5            The Alaska OCS alone represents the opportunity


 6  of boosting U.S. oil production anywhere from 20 to 40


 7  percent, with the potential of one to two million barrels


 8  per day.  The projected multibillion dollar revenue stream


 9  into this state will extend the life of the Trans-Alaska


10  oil pipeline, improve the economic viability of the


11  proposed natural gas pipeline from the North Slope to the


12  Lower 48, and anchor Alaska's long-term economic


13  stability.


14            Alaskans depend on 87 percent of our state's


15  operating budget on oil.  Let me say that again.  Alaskans


16  depend on oil for 87 percent of our state's operating


17  budget.  Our families, neighborhoods, communities and


18  children's futures depend on the stability of our economy.


19  The roadmap to prosperity for Alaskans includes the


20  availability of local well-paying jobs that are a direct


21  result of availability of investment opportunities.  The


22  OCS is one.


23            To encourage investment, a robust five-year


24  leasing strategy should efficiently progress through the


25  EIS, should not further exclude areas from development,
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 1  and not hinder progress once leases are awarded, but


 2  encourage swift production.


 3            I urge you to develop a strong, straightforward


 4  and robust leasing program for Alaska's OCS.  Thank you.


 5                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Thank you very much.


 6  And for the record, all individuals who attended our


 7  previous scoping meeting here in Anchorage who signed in


 8  and indicated that they wished to comment who presented


 9  themselves here tonight have spoken, which was the primary


10  goal.  So we got that done.


11            I'd like to just take this time to introduce our


12  team here that's worked on this project.  Dr. Kendall.


13  Jim is here as our Acting Regional Director.  In the back


14  of the room, John Callahan is our public affairs person.


15  Mary Cody is a very important person on our staff who is


16  heavily involved in environmental analysis work.  Just


17  wave.  Charlie Broadwater from our headquarters group, and


18  Gene Augustine.  Gene.  Gene is a coordinator in our


19  environmental group.


20            Mary Vavrik, who is producing a verbatim


21  transcript.  Mike Haller, our new -- not so new anymore,


22  but newest community liaison.  Michael has had a big part


23  in organizing this round of public scoping meetings that


24  started about, it seems like, almost a month ago --


25                  MR. MICHAEL HALLER: February 14th.
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 1                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: -- when we went wheels


 2  up for Kotzebue.  Any questions about this project and


 3  this initiative and what happens next?


 4                  MR. ARTHUR LAKE: I'm wondering about


 5  where else you are going besides the urban centers of the


 6  state of Alaska.  Are you going out to the communities


 7  along the Bering Sea?  And I know that you have already,


 8  and in some instances missed some communities because of


 9  weather.  I'm wondering if you will be going back to those


10  communities that you were supposed to have visited before.


11                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Rather than supposed


12  to have visited, here is the way I'd like to look at it:


13  Made a good faith effort to try to get in and -- I know


14  I'm not telling you anything you don't know.  Just you get


15  above 40 knots and you get below a quarter of a mile


16  visibility, and you don't get in.  Or sometimes you get


17  in, as was described earlier, you don't get out.  And as


18  much as we would like to change it, we have a time


19  schedule, and so we tried to get in and we didn't.


20            And we went to Kotzebue and we had


21  government-to-government consultation meetings with the


22  Kotzebue IRA.  We had a meeting with Mayor Whiting, the


23  mayor of the Northwest Arctic Borough, and we had a public


24  scoping meeting with community members in Kotzebue, got


25  weathered out of Point Hope, weathered out of Point Lay.
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 1  Actually, a dual problem in Point Lay.  The weather was


 2  bad.  It was blizzard conditions.  And the equipment to


 3  provide data on the runway condition was out.


 4            Went -- split the team in two and went into


 5  Wainwright and over to Barrow.  We held a special scoping


 6  meeting for whaling captains who were in Barrow for the


 7  AEWC mini convention in Barrow because we wanted to get


 8  their input and wouldn't have been able to do it had we


 9  have been in Point Hope and Point Lay with them over in


10  Barrow.  So we did get that meeting done, and we did talk


11  to any and all whaling captains and others from Point Lay


12  and Point Hope who happened to be in Barrow at that time,


13  while the other part of our team held a


14  government-to-government consultation meeting with the


15  Native Village of Wainwright and a public scoping meeting


16  with the community in Wainwright.


17            Then we had a government-to-government


18  consultation meeting with the Native Village of Barrow.


19  We had a government-to-government consultation meeting


20  with the Inupiat Community of the Arctic Slope.  They were


21  unable to get together a quorum while we were in Barrow,


22  but we held a public scoping meeting in Barrow.  And later


23  on we held a government-to-government consultation meeting


24  via teleconference with the Inupiat Community of the


25  Arctic Slope.
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 1            We held a government-to-government consultation


 2  meeting and public scoping meeting in Nuiqsut and a


 3  government-to-government consultation meeting and a public


 4  meeting in Kaktovik.


 5            Then we got here to Anchorage, and we held a


 6  public scoping meeting here in Anchorage and got a record


 7  number of people to attend with absolutely no movie stars


 8  present.  We had one meeting prior to that where Ted


 9  Danson came.  And I think some people came just to see Ted


10  Danson.  But -- and we are going to, in the future, given


11  the increased interest here in Anchorage, go to a larger


12  venue, probably the Loussac Library the next time around.


13            So that's what we have done in the time frame


14  that our headquarters folks, our leadership, has given us


15  to conduct scoping pursuant to the provisions of NEPA,


16  conduct government-to-government consultation meetings


17  pursuant to Executive Order 13175.  And it's my position


18  that we have exceeded the requirements of NEPA.  We would


19  like to do more.


20            And with respect to government-to-government


21  consultation, we are working with the Fish & Wildlife


22  Service and some other colleagues or other federal


23  agencies because there is really a situation in place


24  where sometimes -- and it was mentioned, I think, six


25  times the number of federally recognized tribes that are
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 1  here in Alaska; 229.  There are also 150 corporations.  So


 2  if I do the math right, that's 379.  If an agency has an


 3  action that has an implication that requires


 4  government-to-government consultation and was required to


 5  because the tribal governments wanted them to hold


 6  face-to-face meetings, it would take an awfully lot of


 7  people and a tremendously long amount of time.


 8            So what we are trying to do is use information


 9  technology tools to share information and get


10  communication going via the Internet.  I know many people


11  now, even in Arctic communities and other rural and remote


12  communities in Alaska, have Internet access and are


13  communicating substantial and meaningful information to


14  other governments and to each other via the Internet.  So


15  it's a tool, and we would like to use it.


16            Doesn't mean that that means you ignore the


17  consultation policy of the individual tribes because each


18  individual tribe certainly has an opportunity and a right


19  to conduct consultation in accordance with their wishes


20  and ways that work best for them.  Well --


21                  MS. FAYE EWAN: I traveled 200 miles to


22  come down here to speak at this hearing here.


23                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: And now you are


24  speaking.


25                  MS. FAYE EWAN: And I feel like the voices
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 1  of the tribal government --


 2                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Could you state your


 3  name?


 4                  MS. FAYE EWAN: -- your fiduciary trust


 5  responsibility the United States government has -- my name


 6  is Faye Ewan.  I'm from Native Village of Kluti Kaah.  I'm


 7  from Cooper River.  I have children from North Slope.


 8  They have families up there.  And I feel myself, my


 9  opinion on this meeting here is not about civil war.  It's


10  not about integrity.  It's about us trying to speak up to


11  protect our land, our people.  How much more segregation


12  do our people have to go through to get our voice heard.


13            The federal fiduciary trust responsibility to


14  our people is what the federal law has to uphold.  It


15  doesn't matter how many people you talk to as long as you


16  gets your due process done.  And I feel that these oil


17  companies here, they paid these guys off well to sit here


18  and take away what we have.


19            We have not destroyed our land.  We have not


20  developed it because we are not starving.  The land takes


21  care of us.  The people knows that.  We are natural


22  biologists.  We were born and raised here.  We didn't just


23  show up here.  We did not just come here to tell you how


24  we feel, that we showed this prejudice and unwanted blood


25  here.  We have half-breeds in our family.  We have blood
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 1  of our people that are your people from England.


 2            I'm sorry, but I just can't keep quiet because


 3  my people come from Cook Inlet.  My family is from Arctic


 4  Slope.  These guys from the coast are all my relatives.


 5  Even though I'm Athabaskan, I'm a Dene.


 6            I'm sorry I had to interrupt this meeting, but I


 7  think that we should all be treated equally.  I don't put


 8  you down.  I don't go to Walmart and tell you guys not to


 9  go there.  I don't take your food from you guys.  I sit


10  here in this village here and I live off the land.  And I


11  tell you what:  The cost of gas is five bucks a gallon.


12  The cost of milk is $10.  Everything you buy in the


13  village is so high priced.  Do you think Shell Company


14  care about what goes on in our backyard?  No.


15            This is one thing I wanted to say at this


16  meeting here.  If we are going to work together in


17  developing, let's do it the right way where we're all


18  safe, where we can still live peacefully.  How can you


19  guys live without cars and Walmart, Costcos and Sam's Club


20  around here?  We don't do that to you.


21            We are spiritual people.  We're the people from


22  this land, and we will continue to live here.  I'm a


23  great-grandmother.  My great-grandchildren are going to


24  have grandkids.  This is why we are here to speak up to


25  hear about this -- hear about this oil company.
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 1            You can have fiduciary trust responsibility


 2  meetings and consultation with all the tribes, which is


 3  the government's responsibility.  That is your job.  Don't


 4  be telling him ten minutes about what you have been doing


 5  and where you have been.  We know what you are doing.  We


 6  watch you closely.


 7            The oil companies, they dumped oil in Prince


 8  William Sound.  I live off of Copper River.  There is


 9  environmental issues regarding the trees, the birds.


10  Everything was destroyed.  You think the oil company --


11  that pipeline goes through my backyard in Copper River.


12  You think they gave us kids -- my children one dollar for


13  scholarship?  Nothing.  And what do you guys want from us?


14  You want to develop this land that's been untouched, and


15  it's not right.  I'm sorry.  But that's all right with me.


16            I just wanted to say my piece.  Thank you.


17                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Thank you very much.


18  Ma'am, for the record what village are you from?


19                  MS. FAYE EWAN: I'm from Alaska.


20                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: If you have a


21  question, I'd like to answer the questions before we close


22  the meeting.


23                  MS. BETSY BEARDSLEY: Are you going to let


24  the other people testify?  He came from Kotzebue for this


25  meeting.  I think you should allow the people that came
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 1  from out of town to testify.


 2                  AN UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: I'd like an


 3  opportunity as a citizen.


 4                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: The purpose of this


 5  meeting -- and I know from the list that there were people


 6  that were placed on the list because you contacted me.


 7                  MS. BETSY BEARDSLEY: You have 20 minutes


 8  left.  You can let the people from out of town


 9  representing tribal organizations --


10                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: I will call on the


11  people that have their hands raised.  There are some


12  people that have their hands raised, and I'd be happy to


13  call on them.  Okay.  Right behind Mr. Lake.  I think


14  that's what you are talking about, right?


15                  MS. BETSY BEARDSLEY: I am talking about


16  there are several people that are here from out of town


17  that put their names on the list tonight to testify, and


18  they were told by Michael Haller earlier that they would


19  get a chance to testify.  And you just said that you are


20  going to close the meeting after --


21                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: I have the list right


22  here, Betsy, and your name is on the list, and I called


23  those people.


24                  MS. BETSY BEARDSLEY: I'm not talking


25  about myself.  I'm talking about these other people.
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 1                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: I understand that.  I


 2  called on people that were on the list, and they were put


 3  on the list even though they weren't at the meeting, the


 4  last scoping meeting that -- they didn't come to that


 5  meeting, so they weren't amongst the group of people who


 6  came to that meeting that indicated that they wanted to


 7  speak but couldn't speak, which is why we held this


 8  meeting tonight.  That was the primary purpose of holding


 9  this meeting tonight.  And on the list -- hang on a


10  second.  Just so I can get this across so I can address


11  that, and then I can get to where I think she wants to go,


12  because there is a gentleman, I saw his hand, I meant to


13  call on him.


14            There are some people on the list that came up


15  and testified.  They weren't here at the last meeting.


16  There are two individuals, and they were here, I think,


17  because you contacted our agency and we put them on the


18  list so that they could speak.


19                  MS. BETSY BEARDSLEY: I know that, sir,


20  but there are other people here and we are running out of


21  time.


22                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: I understand that


23  there are other people here.  Okay.  Yes, sir.  Do you


24  want the microphone?


25                  MR. AUTAMUK ENOCH SHIEDT: My name is
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 1  Autamuk, A-U-T-A-M-U-K, Enoch, E-N-O-C-H, Shiedt,


 2  S-H-I-E-D-T.  I'm from Kotzebue.  I represent 11 villages.


 3  And here is what I'm hearing, that you need tribal


 4  consultation with the villages, not only on the coastal --


 5  I do have villages that's from the river that go to the


 6  coast to harvest.  This is a big ocean you are talking


 7  about, and this is what we live on.


 8            There are impacts just from the sound that are


 9  being done and the studies that are being done out there,


10  and you -- and yet the last two days we hear that you are


11  not impacting too many sea mammals.  You forget, and the


12  way I could get it is you started with a low sound and you


13  still count few walrus, few beluga, few whales when there


14  is thousands and thousands of beluga, walrus and whales.


15  You start slow so you could scare them off and say we are


16  not impacting from the sound.  Okay.


17            These are the whales that could swim away.  What


18  about the bottom fish, the sea mammals live off?  If you


19  have the technology to do what you are doing to find oil,


20  maybe you could get the crabs and the fish and extract


21  them and see how much damage you are doing to them.  If


22  you are doing damage to the fish, you are doing damage to


23  the sea mammals.


24            And you say you discharge from oil and gas


25  activities.  I work as natural resource coordinator over
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 1  ten years.  I hate to say this, but in my town in


 2  Kotzebue, our city discharge to the bay with a permit from


 3  tailing ponds.  I hate to say this, but I get calls from


 4  my fellow Natives saying our fish are smelling like sewage


 5  because the discharge, the fish think it's food and they


 6  eat it.  Reason why I know, I send out samples, and about


 7  eight and a half miles of dead fish from where they --


 8  they discharge up the river, and I did not go toward the


 9  ocean where the current was.  That's the discharge.  I'm


10  scared these marine lines and these big ships you use when


11  they discharge, not from the sewage, but when you are


12  digging and whatever is in there.


13            These activities -- the ocean is our garden.


14  What happens in the ocean could impact us in the river.


15  Why?  Our fish migrate from the river to the ocean to do


16  their thing and get fat and go back.  You are not only


17  going to hurt just the sea mammals.  You are going to hurt


18  other fish up the river.  And you tell me, if there is an


19  oil spill, how are you going to clean it up?  I think it's


20  next to impossible because you can't because due to the


21  ice.


22            I know that current moves, and when it decide to


23  pile up, it will pile how many stories high.  And it will


24  have big icebergs out there.  And if you happen to spill,


25  just before you close out your exploration and you have a
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 1  spill and you have two weeks left and it's going to ice


 2  up, how are you going to clean that?  Tell me.  I will be


 3  amazed if you find a plan I could approve.  And if you get


 4  people to look at it, I would love to look at it.  I will


 5  be the first in line.


 6            This is going to hurt us, also.  If they do find


 7  exploration, they find oil and they start hauling that


 8  fuel out where you find it, other marine lines that do


 9  come through, through the narrows -- what I call narrows


10  is between Russia and Nome and Kotzebue and Point Hope.


11  That's going to do a lot of damage because that's where


12  our sea mammals migrate through from below Dillingham,


13  from the Aleutians past Barrow.


14            This is not only going to impact the North


15  Slope.  You are going to impact thousands and thousands of


16  miles because as a Native hunter, I hunt where -- I hunted


17  with kayak and I blow.  My grandpa showed me how to blow.


18  And I was nine years old when I dragged two oogruks in a


19  kayak.  I'm talking from years of experience, and I'm


20  getting close to 70.  This is what the Native food did to


21  me.  I'm proud of it.  For being close to 70, it's not


22  bad.


23            That say, this land, if you take care of it,


24  will take care of you.  So what you need to do is go to


25  the tribes for consultation.  And you say you get


Page 87


 1  weathered in.  You should make an extra effort to go back


 2  and make it -- that you go back and not use your private


 3  plane.  The pilot probably don't know the weather and the


 4  conditions as our local pilots.  And they don't worry.


 5  You are worried about time.  We Natives have time.  And


 6  you expect us to make time for you.  Vice versa.  You make


 7  time for us.  We need this time to protect our land.


 8            And Betsy got a call from one of the villages,


 9  from a tribal council member saying that you guys did not


10  go to Point Hope and did not have a


11  government-to-government consultation with Point Hope.


12  It's one of the heavy takers.  The reason why I know Point


13  Hope and Kivalina is heavy takers, when I was young when


14  they were doing Project Chariot, I was hired by their


15  scientist to take him around.  And I was nine.  God bless


16  me for this, I said.  I'll take you if you give me the


17  final results in the book.  I receive the book when I was


18  33 years old.  In the book, the surveys, and all it proved


19  to us that the Natives depended on the Chukchi Sea


20  heavily; not only Kivalina, not only Point Hope; Noatak,


21  too, Kotzebue, Buckner and Deering.  These are my


22  villages.  And this is our garden.  And this is our life.


23            And I would like to get more chance for people


24  to testify in the hub villages or in other village that's


25  being at the coastal, not only that village you pick.
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 1  There is villages all the way from Dillingham because when


 2  we satellite tag them seals in Kotzebue, within a few days


 3  they will be foraging on the other side, on the Russia


 4  side.  You want those?  I'll give them to you.


 5            It's amazing how fast they could go just to


 6  forage, just a few [indiscernible] what we did and just to


 7  prove it to us, because the one you are talking about here


 8  when the sea mammals are migrating north, they are good


 9  and fat, yet there is so much feed up north, they even


10  come back fatter.  When we shoot them and harvest them, we


11  don't -- I don't subsist; I harvest for my food.  They


12  will float because there is enough oil in them to float.


13  Even a beluga will float.  This is what I am saying.


14            It's not only going to impact the sea mammals;


15  the food chain, also.  Thank you.


16                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: I don't remember who


17  had a question first, but I think it was you, Mr. Harris,


18  that I saw your hand was up earlier.


19                  MR. DAVID HARRISON: David Harrison.  And


20  I just wanted to make a comment, not so much for everybody


21  here, but all of the supporters of the Alaska Native


22  people.  I would recommend that we send out a notice to


23  all of the villages making a recommendation for the


24  Department, for the agencies, to go into every village for


25  a government-to-government consultation because the
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 1  continued drilling or proposed drilling is going to damage


 2  our food sources.  And if they allow this, then it was --


 3  like I said earlier, it's creating conditions of life


 4  calculated to bring about the physical destruction of the


 5  group in whole or part; in other words, genocide.


 6                  YOLANDA: What I see tonight is, once


 7  again, it looks like they all, mining companies, dominate


 8  and control and manipulate this meeting again.  My name is


 9  Yolanda.


10                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Are you from here in


11  Anchorage?


12                  YOLANDA: Yeah.


13                  MR. ARTHUR LAKE: In reference to your


14  earlier -- about where you went, it does not matter --


15  distance doesn't matter.  Time does not matter.  You have


16  still have an obligation.  And in order to do that, you


17  have to change the way you operate in order to -- in order


18  to ensure that tribal consultation and the


19  government-to-government relationship happens.  It doesn't


20  matter about time and distance.  It doesn't reduce your


21  responsibilities as a federal agency of the United States


22  government.


23                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: Okay.  We are right up


24  on that 10:00 time period.  I thank you very much for


25  attending.  Sir, you have got the last word.
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 1                  MR. DARRELL PETERSON: My name is Darrell


 2  Peterson.  I signed up on that list.  I came to Alaska a


 3  long time ago.  I worked on Bristol Bay and Kodiak Island,


 4  the fish canneries, and I have been a teacher for a long


 5  time.  I retired.  I have been to the North Slope and I've


 6  worked there.  And actually, I was out on the ice.  In


 7  fact, the polar bear people came and talked to us, and we


 8  were their eyes and ears.  That has nothing to do with


 9  where I'm coming from.


10            I'm in favor of these leases because the big


11  reason is someone here mentioned that just across the way


12  is the Soviet Union and they are going to drill.  They are


13  going to drill, and it's going to be total.  It's going to


14  be any.  It's going to be the Chinese, because we have


15  given them all our money and they have got billions to


16  spend to drill, and they can reach across under the ground


17  20, 30 miles closer to you than what these guys are


18  talking about leasing here.


19            And I appreciate the fact that you guys need to


20  maintain your way of life out there.  I do.  I have been


21  there.  I like it.  I snowmachine.  I like going out at 20


22  below and doing my thing.  I like to hunt.  I grew up in a


23  town smaller than the ones you guys have talked about


24  here.  Thirty people.  I lived on elk meat and deer meat


25  most of my life.  Grew our own chickens and eggs.
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 1            But the point here is, you don't have ten years.


 2  They are going to take our money and they are going to


 3  start drilling, and we are going to lose out.  And if you


 4  haven't been to the Soviet Union to see how screwed up


 5  those guys are, if you think we are bad, go over there.  I


 6  have been there.  It's a disaster.  Every place you go is


 7  a disaster.  They are paying us money to pick up their oil


 8  spills from our companies.


 9            We are hiring our oil companies to go over and


10  fix up their spills.  And they are not stopping pumping.


11  They are just trying to make it.  It's an ecological


12  disaster.  That's what you have got.  They're going to


13  give them the lease, and they are going to start drilling.


14  So what you guys need to do here is coming up with a plan


15  that's going to work.  You might have five years.  You may


16  not.  That's the reality.


17            And once the oil gets spilled underneath the


18  ground -- and they won't care.  The Russians don't care.


19  They could care less.  Go.  Take a good look.  Charter a


20  plane to Magadan, go out and look and see what a gulag


21  looks like.  You can get around and see they how they


22  treat the environment.  Go far north.  They rape and


23  pillage the land like unbelievable.


24            And I just hope these guys -- I hope our federal


25  government realizes that these oil companies will go where
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 1  they can drill.  And they will -- no drilling rig at a


 2  million dollars a day sitting there, no oil company can


 3  afford that.  In fact, you and I as taxpayers, they write


 4  that off.  And you contributed to watching Shell leave


 5  that thing up there for $180 million and that came out of


 6  our pockets because they wrote that off dollar for dollar


 7  against us.  Okay.


 8            Anyway, Darrell Peterson.  Thank you very much.


 9                  MR. DAVID HARRISON: Naturalize the oil


10  companies and get it over with.


11                  MR. JEFFERY LOMAN: I'd like to thank


12  everybody for attending this evening and participating in


13  this important public process.  Please drive home safely


14  and have a good night.


15             (Proceedings adjourned at 10:05 p.m.)
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            1                      P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S

            2                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  I have three minutes 

            3    after 7:00, so we are going to go ahead and get started, 

            4    and see if we can get the folks out in the lobby to come 

            5    in and join the fun.  

            6              Thank you very much for coming.  We are going to 

            7    go ahead and get started.  My name is Jeffery Loman, and I 

            8    am the Deputy Regional Director for the Bureau of Ocean 

            9    Energy Management Regulation and Enforcement.  Thank you 

           10    very much for coming.  

           11              Just to let you know that the primary purpose of 

           12    this meeting, it's required under the National 

           13    Environmental Policy Act, or NEPA, because my agency is 

           14    considering a major federal action, and that action is the 

           15    consideration of oil and gas lease sales nationwide.  

           16              Tonight we are going to focus, though, on the 

           17    Alaska OCS and even more specifically the Chukchi Sea, the 

           18    Beaufort Sea and Cook Inlet.  Those three planning areas 

           19    are, under this Administration, being considered for oil 

           20    and gas lease sales in a new five-year plan that starts in 

           21    2012 and goes to 2017.  

           22              Unlike many other five-year plans, there is no 

           23    preconceived notion for a number of lease sales in any of 

           24    those areas.  It's a clean, blank slate.  One of the 

           25    things that NEPA requires -- NEPA, the National 
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            1    Environmental Policy Act, requires that an agency consider 

            2    the no-action decision.  So we are kind of starting with 

            3    that in that we have no preconceived notion that we should 

            4    hold any sales at all in any of those three planning 

            5    areas.  

            6              A little bit of history:  In the past five-year 

            7    plans, the one we are operating under now and the one 

            8    prior to that, there were many sales decided upon in those 

            9    plans.  They didn't all take place.  In the last five-year 

           10    plan, for example, this Administration decided not to hold 

           11    two sales in the Beaufort Sea, two sales in the Chukchi 

           12    Sea, and a sale in the North Aleutian Basin that was part 

           13    of that plan.  So what is decided upon in a five-year plan 

           14    doesn't always happen.  

           15              The Cook Inlet has been a special interest only 

           16    planning area, and there has not been any interest.  The 

           17    agency goes out to industry and tries to solicit their 

           18    interest.  And so for the last several years, including 

           19    under this most recent plan, there has been no interest in 

           20    the OCS or the federal waters of the Cook Inlet.  

           21              Tonight's meeting is really a special meeting, a 

           22    continuance of the meeting that we held, I believe it's 

           23    been two weeks now.  I'm losing track of time.  Almost two 

           24    weeks.  We held a meeting here.  We had a very large 

           25    number of attendees, so many that we couldn't get everyone 
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            1    that came and indicated that they wanted to speak a chance 

            2    to speak, so we decided to hold another meeting tonight.  

            3              The folks that we are going to listen to 

            4    first -- because the primary purpose of this meeting, as 

            5    much as we might like to hear ourselves talk, is to listen 

            6    to you and to listen to what you have to say about the 

            7    decision to hold oil and gas lease sales from 2012 to 2017 

            8    in that new five-year plan.  You also may want to add 

            9    certain considerations in the environmental review for the 

           10    Secretary of the Interior to consider; for example, a set 

           11    of alternatives, numbers of sales, the timing of sales, 

           12    the kind of analysis that the Secretary's people, myself, 

           13    our staff here, should consider as we prepare this 

           14    environmental impact statement.  

           15              Last meeting folks talked about a very wide 

           16    range, starting with the general importance to the economy 

           17    of oil and gas in Alaska, the declining throughput in 

           18    TAPS, the lack of infrastructure, the lack of Coast Guard 

           19    presence in the Arctic especially, the tremendous distance 

           20    from the Coast Guard and spill response staging areas to 

           21    these planning areas in the Arctic.  We heard that from 

           22    many of the communities.  

           23              And just to let you know, we have held public 

           24    meetings in Kotzebue, in Wainwright, Barrow, Nuiqsut and 

           25    Kaktovik.  We were weathered out of Point Hope and Point 
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            1    Lay.  We did meet with some people from Point Hope and 

            2    Point Lay in Barrow.  They were attending the Alaska 

            3    Eskimo Whaling Commission mini convention.  And we 

            4    conducted government-to-government consultation with the 

            5    tribes in all of those communities and the Inupiat 

            6    Community of the Arctic Slope.  

            7              So we have got a lot of input.  It's substantive 

            8    input.  And we hope to continue collecting your comments 

            9    tonight.  

           10              Any questions?  Any questions about why we're 

           11    here.  

           12              We are going to start taking comments right off 

           13    the list that we left off with.  And I have top of my list 

           14    in order of the sign-up at our last meeting -- Nick Horras 

           15    is not here?  Seat empty.  Carl Wassilie.  

           16              Just to let you know, please state and spell 

           17    your name for the -- our court reporter, Mary Vavrik.  She 

           18    does a breathtakingly tremendous job at this, providing a 

           19    verbatim transcript.  And if you have written material 

           20    that you are speaking from, she would appreciate that to 

           21    help to get a verbatim copy.  I'm going to pass the mike 

           22    back and forth.  

           23              And Carl, you have got the floor.

           24                    MR. CARL WASSILIE:   Okay.  So thank you, 

           25    Mr. Loman.  And I appreciate the opportunity here today.  
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            1    My name is Carl Wassilie.  That's C-A-R-L, Wassilie, 

            2    W-A-S-S-I-L-I-E.  And I am Yup'ik.  We are from the -- 

            3    western Alaska, the Bering Sea.  We have roots all over 

            4    the coast.  And our relatives are no different than the 

            5    ecosystem and the animals that migrate from all over the 

            6    world into the area that we call home.  

            7              And I just want to get -- wanted to -- I 

            8    appreciate the supplemental opportunity to get on the 

            9    record, considering the difficulty of the last meeting.  I 

           10    know it was packed in here.  

           11              So a couple recommendations.  I like what the 

           12    public affairs recommendation was, was to have it in a 

           13    different venue where more involvement of the public could 

           14    be, as well as maybe doing random drawings instead of a 

           15    first-come, first-served.  I think that would be 

           16    recommended as far as public meetings.  

           17              Now, I stand in support of those that have been 

           18    before me, of course.  And our relationship with the water 

           19    is no separate than -- no separate than it could be 

           20    scientifically shown that when we come out of the womb of 

           21    our mother, there is a certain -- even the consistency and 

           22    the salinity of the womb is the same salinity of the 

           23    ocean.  And so when we speak in terms of Mother Earth and 

           24    this language, the English language, it's in that relation 

           25    that we are not separate from the ocean.  We are not 
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            1    separate from the earth.  

            2              And so I really want to support the -- those 

            3    that have made the effort in Point Hope.  And there is -- 

            4    yeah.  I was given -- in 2007, Native Village of Point 

            5    Hope expressed opposition to all leasing in the Outer 

            6    Continental Shelf and the Chukchi and Beaufort Seas, as 

            7    well as any seismic activity that relates to oil and gas 

            8    exploration and development.  And I personally would like 

            9    to support that and [indiscernible].  

           10              I also want to make sure that I think that the 

           11    traditional knowledge -- that one of my recommendations, 

           12    before you continue on with these lease sales -- I don't 

           13    support these lease sales.  One of my recommendations 

           14    would be to include traditional ecological knowledge.  

           15    Indigenous science is the truth.  It's based off of  

           16    thousands of years of observation, which are the basis of 

           17    Western science, even.  So you can follow these same 

           18    theories in Western science that have already been played 

           19    out for thousands of years with the indigenous people, 

           20    including the management of these returning ancestors, 

           21    which we call Fish & Wildlife in Western terms.  

           22              So I just wanted to put that out there as a 

           23    recommendation, to include traditional ecological 

           24    knowledge into the baseline.  

           25              And you know, with the lease sale 193, there 
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            1    were some issues in the court even regarding the Western 

            2    laws, the laws that were broken in allowing that lease 

            3    sale.  Now we are dealing with those consequences at this 

            4    point in time.  And I think it's important to look at 

            5    those -- you know, the court decisions that were made 

            6    in -- that came from the lawsuit with the 193 lease sale 

            7    before we move on, as well as recommendations by the Gulf 

            8    of Mexico Spill Commission that reviewed the recent spill 

            9    in the Gulf of Mexico.  I think that the information and 

           10    recommendations are not completely relevant to Alaska 

           11    since there is -- we don't have the same infrastructure 

           12    for oil spill response, as you mentioned, Mr. Loman.  I 

           13    appreciate that.  

           14              One key point that I found in these lease sales 

           15    is that -- that's important for the future recommendations 

           16    before moving on to the next lease sale and also to 

           17    include tribal government, and that's a trust 

           18    responsibility of the United States, too.  So I think 

           19    including tribal governments before moving on with these 

           20    lease sales is a key component.  And that could be played 

           21    out with continuing planning in ocean policy.  

           22              The coastal marine spatial planning of one 

           23    specific area, there is lots of overlaps.  Like I said 

           24    before, what happens in the Chukchi with the movement of 

           25    the animals, the biological cycle, the ecosystem, it -- 
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            1    through the seasons they change.  The animals and fish are 

            2    moving.  There is many, many reports by the Arctic Council 

            3    as well as the international -- the Arctic Council is an 

            4    international peer reviewed -- they have peer reviewed 

            5    journals as well as mounds of information that could be -- 

            6    as well as recommendations that could be made regarding 

            7    the oil and gas development in the Arctic.  

            8              The Arctic is one of the key areas for 

            9    biological diversity on the planet, which had not been 

           10    completely put onto paper.  Like I said, traditional 

           11    ecological knowledge, the methodology is -- the only 

           12    difference is the Western science has it written on paper; 

           13    traditional indigenous science is done by thousands of 

           14    years through the culture of speaking, interacting, 

           15    hands-on experiential education by using that science and 

           16    knowledge from our Elders.  

           17              So I think these -- that those key points would 

           18    be -- could be very well integrated before moving forward 

           19    on the lease sale.  So I appreciate the opportunity.  Once 

           20    again, I do support the Native Village of Point Hope and I 

           21    think that their concerns are documented with the seismic 

           22    testing that occurred and observations by indigenous 

           23    people on the Russian side of the economic exclusive zone 

           24    in which the animals were scared from -- scared over in 

           25    2006 surveys and 2007.  
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            1              So I think that -- that's an important note to 

            2    take as you move forward toward these developing ocean 

            3    policies.  I thank the federal government for taking 

            4    action to -- and this interest of preserving the heritage 

            5    that we continue to enjoy in the people as well as the 

            6    people that have this as their way of life.  It's hard to 

            7    explain in English, but it's beyond any -- any definitions 

            8    in the Western language -- it's very difficult -- with 

            9    some of the Elders' knowledge that can be passed on.  

           10              Thank you.  

           11                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you.  Are you 

           12    Nick?  

           13                    MR. NICK HORRAS:  Yeah.  

           14                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Okay.  You missed your 

           15    chance.  Do you want to wait or are you ready?  Walked 

           16    right in and got the floor.  The floor is yours.  Go 

           17    ahead.  We need your name for the court reporter and any 

           18    written material.  You have it on laptop?  Just leave that 

           19    MacBook Pearl with her.  

           20                    MR. NICK HORRAS:  Thank you very much.  I 

           21    submitted my testimony on-line last session, not thinking 

           22    I was going to have a chance to be here tonight.  So thank 

           23    you for bringing us back together again tonight.  I 

           24    applaud the committee for doing that.  I think it's 

           25    important for the public process.  
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            1              Good evening.  My name is Nick Horras.  That's 

            2    N-I-C-K H-O-R-R-A-S, and I'm a resident of Anchorage.  I 

            3    am grateful for this opportunity to express my opinion as 

            4    a citizen on the issue before us today, oil and gas 

            5    leasing on the Beaufort and Chukchi Seas.  While I 

            6    appreciate this opportunity to present, I also recognize 

            7    that my voice as an individual is not as loud or 

            8    influential as the oil companies looking to obtain these 

            9    leases.  Nonetheless, I felt it important to be here 

           10    tonight.  

           11              And even though I'm only one voice, I felt it 

           12    important to express my concerns about continued offshore 

           13    oil development in the Chukchi and Beaufort.  My greatest 

           14    concern is the precedent set by these leases.  When are we 

           15    going to focus more on renewable energy development, less 

           16    so on fossil fuels?  When are we going to stop poking 

           17    holes in pristine environments to extract more oil, the 

           18    stuff we are so beholden to and the stuff that causes 

           19    conflict around the world and environmental disaster in 

           20    our own backyards.  

           21              Every dollar invested in fossil fuel development 

           22    is one less dollar available for renewable energy 

           23    development.  But then, again, why wouldn't energy 

           24    companies be interested in continuing to seek new oil 

           25    prospects when their annual revenues are soaring at levels 
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            1    of 200- to $300 billion a year?  

            2              Thankfully the U.S. military is beginning to 

            3    recognize our overdependence on oil, and they are now 

            4    focusing on further developing fuel from algae for its 

            5    jets and aircraft carriers.  Test flights and sailings 

            6    have been successful, and renewal fuels like algae make us 

            7    more secure, saves us money, and is entirely renewable.  

            8    And the exciting part is that the military is actually 

            9    pulling it off.  It's happening.  And it can be done 

           10    thanks to properly placed investments.  

           11              And I'll leave it to the scientists and 

           12    environmental groups to remind us of the extreme potential 

           13    for disaster and impact on the local flora and fauna in 

           14    the Beaufort and Chukchi.  My stance, my concern is our 

           15    continued reliance on oil, period.  We are slaves to it, 

           16    and it's causing us to explore these developments in the 

           17    Arctic and beyond, very risky developments, at that.  

           18              The Interior Department's advertisement for 

           19    tonight's session said we need to hear from you to ensure 

           20    that we address all relevant issues and alternatives.  

           21    Let's remember what our alternatives are:  Renewable 

           22    energy, renewable fuel, and discontinued reliance on crude 

           23    oil to fuel our world.  

           24              I encourage Secretary Salazar to continue to 

           25    take this into careful consideration before allowing any 
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            1    further leasing in the Beaufort or Chukchi.  Thank you.  

            2                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you.  Delice 

            3    Calcote.  

            4                    MS. DELICE CALCOTE:  My name is Delice 

            5    Calcote, D-E-L-I-C-E C-A-L-C-O-T-E.  I'm from Afognak 

            6    Island.  I'm of the Water Clan.  And you know, our island 

            7    was surrounded by Exxon Valdez oil spill.  My grandfather 

            8    put his hand into those pink foamy crystals, and my 

            9    grandfather died two years ago of lesions in his brain.  

           10              May 17, 1993, the Supreme Court decision on the 

           11    Oklahoma and Sac and Fox case was a nine-to-zero decision.  

           12    There were no dissenters.  And Sandra Day O'Connor told 

           13    them, what we have here today are three jurisdictions:  

           14    federal, tribal, and State.  

           15              And I'd like to point out that Cook Inlet is a 

           16    historical bay.  It has historical bay status before we 

           17    were a state, before that illicit thing.  

           18              I serve as a Secretary for Cook Inlet Marine 

           19    Mammal Council, which is chartered by the Cook Inlet 

           20    tribes.  They formed a treaty amongst themselves in 1994.  

           21    And I also serve the tribes at Alaska Intertribal Council.  

           22    The points that I would like to note are that there is a 

           23    government-to-government policy with the tribes, all 

           24    federally recognized tribes.  And there is 229 of them 

           25    that are federally recognized tribes, and we have several 
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            1    that aren't.  

            2              As you are aware, Cook Inlet beluga is listed on 

            3    the Endangered Species List.  And Cook Inlet treaty tribes 

            4    opposed any five-year lease sale here in Cook Inlet area.  

            5    We have many concerns:  The air quality here in the 

            6    Southcentral area.  At the Alaska Forum on the Environment 

            7    three years ago we were informed that the air quality in 

            8    Southcentral area is at top mercury levels.  I don't know 

            9    if anyone is aware that there is, you know, know several 

           10    platforms that flare 24 hours a day.  They don't even 

           11    allow that to happen on -- in California.  

           12              In our many meetings with NOAA, National Marine 

           13    Fisheries Service, we were informed several years ago that 

           14    our salmon here in Cook Inlet would be listed as an 

           15    endangered species.  So along with our beluga that are on 

           16    the Endangered Species Act, we as tribes are very 

           17    concerned about the status of the salmon species.  

           18              There are sounds and discharges from sewers 

           19    whose permits have been automatically renewed, thus 

           20    avoiding critical impact from the public and from the 

           21    tribes.  We are concerned about oil spills and sunken tugs 

           22    that still are in Cook Inlet, have not been removed from 

           23    that platform.  I think that was over at Granite Point.  

           24    And there is no technology to clean up oil from icy 

           25    waters.  We have cumulative impacts from oil and gas that 
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            1    are not known in the Cook Inlet historical bay.  

            2              There is cumulative impacts from this large 

            3    amount of air traffic where they get to dump fuel and the 

            4    military admitted that they had dumped fuel.  I can't 

            5    remember what the number was, but I knew that it was a 

            6    number for every single day of the year, plus some.  And 

            7    that's -- they called it emergency dumping.  So I guess 

            8    they have an emergency every day.  And what is the impact 

            9    of that JP2 on our -- on our health, on the health of the 

           10    animals, the cumulative impacts to the environment.  

           11              And we have chemtrail dumping that's happening 

           12    over the Southcentral area without informing us, notifying 

           13    us, bypassing public input.  I believe that's called lack 

           14    of due process of law.  We have mixing zones out here that 

           15    have been changed.  They are not protecting our -- the 

           16    critical habitat area and keeping that clean where -- we 

           17    have the beluga over here that use the Upper Cook Inlet 

           18    for their nursing and their birthing, feeding grounds.  

           19              We have over 200 abandoned oil pipelines in Cook 

           20    Inlet.  There is no plan for removing them.  They are just 

           21    going to stay there and rot.  And we have very serious 

           22    concerns about all the funds that were raised by all the 

           23    municipalities against the tribes and our stand on pushing 

           24    for the Endangered Species Act.  Our food takes priority 

           25    over development.  
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            1              Along with the EIS which seems to be missing is 

            2    the human health impacts.  We study the land, the 

            3    environment.  Where is the human health impact?  What's 

            4    the cumulative effects?  We are told by our ancestors and 

            5    it's in our way that we make plans for seven generations 

            6    later.  Where is the -- where is the plan for cleaning up 

            7    Cook Inlet?  Where is the plan for keeping this air clean 

            8    so that all of us enjoy clean air and clean water?  Every 

            9    one of us needs clean air and clean water every day, not 

           10    just sometimes.  Every day.  And so do the animals.  

           11              Economy.  Where is the economy of our tribal 

           12    governments?  All this money that was raised by the -- by 

           13    the municipalities, where was the funds that came to the 

           14    tribes so that we could do studies?  We have been told 

           15    over and over by Minerals Management Service; now it's 

           16    BOEMRE.  We have asked for studies.  We wanted to have 

           17    traditional knowledge studies.  

           18              I'm the one who had to call them and ask them 

           19    after their budget -- after the federal budget was 

           20    approved and I wanted to know what happened to our 

           21    traditional knowledge study.  Oh, there were other things 

           22    that were more important was the answer.  So we got pushed 

           23    back to the back burner again.  

           24              I just want to say that I'm totally against any 

           25    planned development without lack of serious studying and 
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            1    funding and significantly including our tribal governments 

            2    of the Cook Inlet area.  And the Cook Inlet tribes are 

            3    also supporting the North Slope tribes in the work that 

            4    they are doing and standing against development in their 

            5    critical areas for their food and for the furtherance 

            6    seven generations down the line.  

            7              I want to thank you for holding this again and 

            8    for letting us say our say.  Thank you.  

            9                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you very much.  

           10    Craig Sorenson.  Brian Lyke.  Mr. Harrison, you have the 

           11    floor.

           12                    MR. DAVID HARRISON:  First of all, 

           13    Jeffery, I have to apologize for chewing you out at the 

           14    last meeting.  And I apologize for chewing you out at the 

           15    last meeting, and I thank you for holding this meeting.  

           16    My name is Tutchuda.  I am Ahtna Tana.  I am from Nay'dini 

           17    aa Na'.  I said it's my Indian name.  Is Tutchuda.  My 

           18    English name is David Harrison.  

           19              I'm from the Copper River people.  I domicile in 

           20    my village of Chickaloon.  I don't reside in Alaska.  My 

           21    ancestors have been here since time immemorial.  They have 

           22    been recorded right here in Cook Inlet for over 25,000 

           23    years.  Everyone in this room who is not indigenous is a 

           24    Johnny-come-lately.  And they have come here to partake in 

           25    our country, and we have shared our country with you.  We 
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            1    protected our country, and none of our people were walking 

            2    around starving.  None of our people were walking up and 

            3    down these streets in these cities without a place to live 

            4    or food to eat.  We all had a place.  We all worked 

            5    together.  

            6              Our people, after sharing our country with you, 

            7    have been pushed to the back of the bus.  And you have 

            8    done this because you see our resources.  They are not 

            9    your resources.  They are not the federal government's 

           10    resources.  They are not the State of Alaska's resources.  

           11    They are the indigenous people of Alaska's resources.

           12                    AN UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Thank you.

           13                    MR. DAVID HARRISON:  They are our 

           14    resources that the creator put here to take care of us.  

           15    And they gave us the responsibility to take care of them 

           16    because if we take care of them, it will take care of us.  

           17    It will provide everything that we need to exist in this 

           18    world today, not just for a couple of years, not until 

           19    this oil runs out or the coal runs out or the gas runs out 

           20    or the timber runs out or the fish run out or any of the 

           21    marine mammals, the land animals, the moose, the caribou, 

           22    the sheep.  

           23              These resources, in our opinion, are not for 

           24    sale.  These oil and gas resources can be viewed as no 

           25    differently than the blood that flows through your veins.  
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            1    This world depends on keeping that oil and gas where it's 

            2    at, no differently than your need to keep the blood in 

            3    your body where it's at.  

            4              You want to drink oil?  You go right ahead.  We 

            5    will see how long you last.  You want to drink clean 

            6    water?  You will live a long time.  You want to breathe 

            7    clean air?  You will live a long time.  These resources 

            8    are a necessity for all existence.  We need to keep them 

            9    where they at.  

           10              I'm the Executive Director for the Alaska 

           11    Intertribal Council.  I advocate in behalf of 229 

           12    federally recognized tribes in Alaska.  At the end of last 

           13    year, they elected me unanimously to chair the 

           14    organization.  That's pretty uncommon whenever you are 

           15    dealing with the diversity of indigenous people and the 

           16    indigenous nations that are in Alaska.  And there are 

           17    seven.  And this is their country.  It's not the State's.  

           18    It's not the federal government.  

           19              And the State of Alaska, at every chance they 

           20    get, they are creating genocide against Alaska Native 

           21    people.  And I say that and I mean that because they are 

           22    creating conditions of life that are calculated to bring 

           23    about the physical destruction of the Alaska Native people 

           24    in whole and in part.  

           25              The United States passed a genocide act in 1988.  
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            1    It's been in existence since 1953 on the international 

            2    level.  The United States acknowledged when they became a 

            3    territory and when they became signatory to the United 

            4    Nations charter, their obligation was to bring the 

            5    indigenous people up to determine their own future.  

            6    Instead, a couple world wars happened.  

            7              Who created Alaska?  The State?  Not Alaska 

            8    Native people.  They were refused the right to vote on 

            9    statehood.  Say, oh, you gave it up under ANCSA.  Which of 

           10    these villages gave those people, those 576 people, the 

           11    right to speak in behalf of almost 80,000 at that time?  

           12    There is not one village that I know of that gave any of 

           13    those people an opportunity or the right to speak in their 

           14    behalf.  

           15              In 1971, the federal government, the State, the 

           16    oil companies, terminated another act of genocide, all of 

           17    our children born after December 18, 1971.  And then you 

           18    wonder why we are angry.  You wonder why our kids are 

           19    angry.  You wonder why there is such disparity among our 

           20    peoples.  Things haven't been put right.  

           21              You have an opportunity to make sure that not 

           22    only our children, but your children have a clean place to 

           23    live in this world.  If you don't, shame on you.  Tell 

           24    your kids that you helped kill them.  You helped make it 

           25    so that they had to spend hundreds and hundreds of 
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            1    thousands of dollars buying bottled water that's been 

            2    filtered instead of drinking clean, pure, pristine water.  

            3    Tell them that.  I will have to tell my grandchildren.  

            4    And I'm the father of ten children.  I have 13 

            5    grandchildren.  I'm speaking for all of them.  

            6              And I stand here today emphatically opposed to 

            7    any more oil and gas development in Alaska onshore, 

            8    offshore, wherever.  There are so many holes drilled out 

            9    there and there is so much oil that's already there.  The 

           10    State of Alaska says, oh, the pipeline is a third full.  

           11    There is no excuse for that because they have already 

           12    found the oil to fill that thing up for many more hundreds 

           13    of years.  

           14              Why are we, the indigenous people, living in 

           15    poverty with all of these resources that the federal 

           16    government and the State of Alaska have ripped from our 

           17    lands?  Not only the coal, oil and gas, the timber, the 

           18    fish.  Who is suffering?  Not the State, not the Feds, but 

           19    Alaska's indigenous people are suffering because the 

           20    federal government and the State of Alaska refuse to abide 

           21    by their own laws.  

           22              The State of Alaska Constitution, Article 12, 

           23    Section 12 states the State and its people shall forever 

           24    disclaim any and all fishing rights forever to the Alaska 

           25    Native people.  Alaska Native people try and go out there 
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            1    and catch our fish so that we can live.  The State comes 

            2    and arrests us.  They want you as a sport fisherman to 

            3    collect their dollar because they are telling you you are 

            4    a sport fisherman.  

            5              Many people who live in Alaska fish and hunt and 

            6    eat it.  And if you think it's fun to go out and kill an 

            7    animal, then you need to go to API, the Alaska Psychiatric 

            8    Institute, to get your head examined because it's not fun 

            9    to go out and to kill an animal and play with it just 

           10    because the State says you can.  

           11              It's important that we maintain the health of 

           12    our food sources.  We have seen just recently in the 

           13    Nordic countries where they have had that oil spill over 

           14    there, the technology is not available for cleaning oil 

           15    spill up out of the Arctic.  We have seen in Prince 

           16    William Sound the oil companies cannot be trusted.  We 

           17    have seen the lack of responsibility from the federal 

           18    government and the State of Alaska because there are still 

           19    ten million barrels of oil in Prince William Sound on the 

           20    beaches.  Those communities still are suffering from that 

           21    spill.  How many years later?  Those oil companies were 

           22    told to pay money.  They still haven't paid.  They still 

           23    haven't paid to clean it up.  

           24              And I'm going to ask the United States and the 

           25    State of Alaska, when are you going to stop kowtowing to 
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            1    the oil industry?  When are you going to stop them from 

            2    controlling and running Alaska state politics?  

            3              The technology is already here for alternate 

            4    energies that are clean energy.  We don't need the oil 

            5    companies to continue to rape, pillage and plunder the 

            6    resources, today, tomorrow, or next year, next week or the 

            7    next hundred years.  

            8              Thank you.  

            9                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you, 

           10    Mr. Harrison.  Kathryn Hicks.  

           11                    MS. KATHRYN HICKS:  I didn't know I was 

           12    coming for a civil war here.  It's a little bit of a 

           13    surprise for me.  But last year -- last week when I was 

           14    here, many people spoke and stated my beliefs much better 

           15    than I can.  But I wanted to testify today that I think 

           16    this entire hearing is a waste of time.  This 

           17    Administration has made up its mind.  They want nothing 

           18    more than to shut down Alaska.  I was at the hearing on 

           19    February 25th and heard many intelligent statements.  I 

           20    watched Mr. Loman's face pucker every time somebody 

           21    testified that we need these leases in asking our 

           22    government to allow us to drill what should be our own 

           23    oil.  I realize that you think you can shut us down by 

           24    regulating us to death.  The Wilderness Society, Sierra 

           25    Club and all its minions want Alaska to be their own 
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            1    national park.  The Obama Administration is doing all they 

            2    can to comply.  

            3              I can hardly wait for November 2012.  Trouble 

            4    is, I don't know if our country will be here by then.  If 

            5    the greenies were truly concerned about the environment, 

            6    they would focus their energies on Russia and other Third 

            7    World countries that have no environmental concerns 

            8    whatsoever.  They aren't concerned about the environment.  

            9    This is only a ruse to destroy American capitalism. 

           10                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you, Kathryn.  

           11    Mayor Sullivan.  

           12                    MAYOR DAN SULLIVAN:  Thank you very much.  

           13    Good evening.  Thank you for allowing me to testify.  For 

           14    the record, my name is Dan Sullivan, D-A-N 

           15    S-U-L-L-I-V-A-N.  I have the distinct honor and privilege 

           16    of serving as the mayor of Anchorage.  I'm also very 

           17    humbled to be in the room with folks who have different 

           18    points of view.  This is a good process, and it's good to 

           19    hear from everybody.  We don't always agree, but -- I'm 

           20    lifelong Alaskan, the son of lifelong Alaskans and several 

           21    generations before that, but I'm always humbled when I'm 

           22    in the room with folks whose generations span much longer 

           23    than mine, and I appreciate the viewpoints.  

           24              My jurisdiction as mayor spans nearly 2,000 

           25    square miles and includes approximately 300,000 residents, 
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            1    which comprises over 40 percent of the entire population 

            2    of Alaska.  And I'm speaking fairly narrowly about the 

            3    interests of the residents that I represent as mayor.  

            4              I'm testifying this evening to support including 

            5    the Chukchi and Beaufort Seas and Cook Inlet waters in the 

            6    five-year leasing program.  I strongly oppose any further 

            7    delay of development of Alaska's offshore oil and gas 

            8    resources.  The economic impact of choosing not to develop 

            9    the Chukchi, Beaufort or Cook Inlet resource will be 

           10    devastating to the Anchorage economy.  

           11              Cook Inlet provides the natural gas that heats 

           12    our homes, schools, businesses, and military bases and 

           13    powers the turbines that provides most of our electricity.  

           14    Meeting these energy needs is essential to the personal 

           15    safety and well-being of all who live here.  

           16              In addition to our basic energy needs, Anchorage 

           17    is the state's economic center, and our local economy 

           18    relies heavily on the health of the Trans-Alaska pipeline.  

           19    It is simply essential to get more oil flowing through the 

           20    pipeline.  The proven resources available in the Chukchi 

           21    and Beaufort Seas are perhaps the most promising long-term 

           22    solution to maintaining the viability of TAPS.  

           23              The time is of the essence in moving development 

           24    projects forward.  Further delays threaten the viability 

           25    of the pipeline itself.  That would be an economic 
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            1    disaster of national proportion.  I repeat, of national 

            2    proportion, and the interesting thing would be of our 

            3    choosing.  

            4              We have natural disasters out there that we have 

            5    no control over, whether it's a hurricane or an 

            6    earthquake.  But to allow that pipeline to become inactive 

            7    literally would be a disaster.  As a state and a nation, 

            8    we need to responsibly move forward with domestic offshore 

            9    energy production.  

           10              I encourage the Bureau of Ocean Energy 

           11    Management to continue its work to evaluate regulatory 

           12    structures that improve safety and spill response while 

           13    making sure offshore energy production is done both 

           14    responsibly but, as well, timely.  

           15              World events today show without question just 

           16    how fundamental Alaska's assets are to our national 

           17    security.  If the U.S. government does not provide a 

           18    reasonable regulatory environment, the companies who are 

           19    in a position to invest elsewhere will do so and will 

           20    funnel billions of dollars to Outside economies that 

           21    likely do not have our stringent regulatory framework and, 

           22    in many cases, do not support our national interests.  

           23              Again, I strongly oppose any further delays in 

           24    the development of Alaska's offshore oil and gas 

           25    resources, and I urge that you include the Chukchi, 
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            1    Beaufort and Cook Inlet waters in the 2012-2017 lease 

            2    program.  

            3              Thank you again for the opportunity.  

            4                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Sergio Awnie.  Charlie 

            5    Berker.  Kris Warren. 

            6                   MR. KRIS WARREN:  Thank you, and good 

            7    evening.  It's Kris, K-R-I-S, Warren, W-A-R-R-E-N.  And 

            8    I've lived here in Anchorage for 28 years.  I'm a retired 

            9    manager with Anchorage Water and Wastewater Utility.  I've 

           10    got over 35 years' experience working in the environmental 

           11    protection business.  Also my wife is a co-owner of a 

           12    mid-sized hotel here in Anchorage employing 35 Alaskans 

           13    whose livelihoods depend on Alaska's sustainable economic 

           14    future.  

           15              I'm here tonight to express my support for oil 

           16    and gas lease sales off the coast of Alaska.  Without new 

           17    oil production, TAPS is likely to be shut down within the 

           18    next ten years.  The Chukchi and Beaufort Seas have 

           19    enormous potential oil and gas deposits which must be 

           20    responsibly developed to ensure that the nation's and 

           21    Alaska's economy will continue to prosper.  The U.S. is 

           22    going to require -- continue to require vast quantities of 

           23    oil for the foreseeable future in spite of the ongoing 

           24    efforts to develop alternative forms of energy.  

           25              So why not develop U.S. resources rather than 
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            1    continue our reliance on oil from place likes Venezuela, 

            2    Iran and the volatile Middle East?  Why not employ U.S. 

            3    workers using U.S. produced building materials to produce 

            4    U.S. oil?  I've got a 14-year-old grandson whose future in 

            5    Alaska depends on the development and production of 

            6    Alaska's resources.  The vast majority of Alaskans support 

            7    resource development and are frustrated at the efforts of 

            8    extremists environment lawsuit industry, the courts, the 

            9    news media, and even the movie industry to shut down the 

           10    very resource industries upon which the majority of 

           11    Alaskan's jobs depend.  

           12              Even more upsetting, the federal government 

           13    appears to be a willing partner in the effort to destroy 

           14    our state's economy through its entangled permitting 

           15    processes, needless delays, and endless studies.  I think 

           16    it's safe to say that everybody here tonight who are 

           17    testifying, whether you are for or against oil 

           18    development, consumed petroleum products in order to 

           19    attend this meeting.  Surely you would not prefer that the 

           20    oil we consume come from other places on earth where the 

           21    U.S. is hated and environmental regulations are less 

           22    stringent.  

           23              In conclusion, I strongly believe the federal 

           24    government should move forward with offshore oil lease 

           25    sales and, more importantly, once those leases are sold, 
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            1    permit exploration to proceed and discoveries to be 

            2    produced.  Now is the time to promote policies that 

            3    encourage job creation while growing the economy and 

            4    providing the nation with much needed locally produced 

            5    energy supplies.  

            6              Thank you for the opportunity to comment.  

            7                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you very much.  

            8    JoAnn Zeringoe.  Glenn Maulding.  Deborah Blatchford.  

            9    Whit Sheard.  Nils Bolsen [sic].  Mr. Bolsen.  

           10                    AN UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  He just stepped 

           11    out.  He was here.  

           12                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  It's called stage 

           13    fright.  We will get back to Nils.  He might get some 

           14    courage up.  Are you Nils?

           15                    MR. NILS BOISEN:  Yes.  I am sorry.  

           16                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Was it stage fright?

           17                    MR. NILS BOISEN:  It was my son's -- 

           18                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Okay.  Good.

           19                    MR. NILS BOISEN:  Thank you for the 

           20    opportunity for those of us who didn't get to speak on the 

           21    25th to come and say our piece.  My name is Nils Boisen, 

           22    N-I-L-S B-O-I-S-E-N.  I work for the Eyak Preservation 

           23    Council.  They are an environmental and social justice 

           24    organization out of Cordova.  

           25              First off, I'd just like to say there is no 
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            1    doubt that fossil fuel and the hydrocarbons we get from 

            2    oil are an extremely important resource.  They are 90 

            3    percent -- 98 percent, perhaps, of the -- of our 

            4    livelihoods in the modern developed world.  They are our 

            5    medicine, they are our materials, they are our, besides 

            6    our fuel, they are pesticides, they are fertilizers.  It's 

            7    everything, and we are very dependent on it.  But it's a 

            8    finite resource, and it's going to run out.  

            9              To continue oil and gas development in this 

           10    state is a pipe dream.  It's just postponing the 

           11    inevitable, which is an economic crash in this state.  

           12    Secondly, to touch on the environmental aspect of this, 

           13    you can have all the security and safety and measurements 

           14    to keep accidents from happening, but human error is 

           15    something you cannot really account for in doing so.  

           16    Exxon Valdez is an example of that; the Deep Water Horizon 

           17    is an example of that; and what recently has happened in 

           18    Norway is an example of that.  

           19              I have been living in Norway for ten years, and 

           20    I can tell you that Norway is the most technologically 

           21    advanced nation for offshore oil and gas development and 

           22    oil spill response.  The oil spill that has recently 

           23    happened, it's very interesting that the Alaskan media has 

           24    almost mentioned nothing about it.  Norway climatically 

           25    and environmentally is very similar to Alaska.  The major 
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            1    difference is that Norway is far more developed with 

            2    infrastructure and technology.  

            3              And the fact that the Norwegian government, the 

            4    Coast Guard is having such an incredibly hard time dealing 

            5    with this rather minor oil spill -- it's an incredibly bad 

            6    environmental accident, but it could have been a lot 

            7    worse.  And they are still having probably the worst time 

            8    of dealing with it of any oil accident they have had.  And 

            9    they have had other oil spills in recent years; this, 

           10    though, being the first in icy conditions with snow 

           11    falling on the cleanup.  And they are pretty much at their 

           12    wits' ends.  If Norway is having a hard time, Alaska has 

           13    no hope.  

           14              That said, I'm vehemently against the leases 

           15    going forward, that on behalf of those who are now and 

           16    will be in the future dependent on those renewable 

           17    resources, that offshore oil drilling threatens the 

           18    fishing economy, mainly.  And on behalf of the environment 

           19    at large and those who will be inheriting Alaska and the 

           20    world at large, I'm against this.  

           21              Thank you.  

           22                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you very much.  

           23    Brandon Heady.  Lynette Moreno-Hinz.  

           24                    AN UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  She's coming.  

           25                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Did I hear she was 
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            1    coming?  

            2                    MS. LYNETTE MORENO-HINZ:  I'm right here.  

            3                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Are you Lynette?  

            4                    MS. LYNETTE MORENO-HINZ:  Yes, I am.  Good 

            5    evening.  Thank you very much for listening to the 

            6    opposition side because we were not given the -- you know, 

            7    the opportunity to speak the last time, and so giving us 

            8    the opportunity shows that there is balance.  

            9              My name is Lynette Moreno-Hinz, and I was born 

           10    in Sitka, Alaska, at age 11 moved to Anchorage, and for 

           11    the last 32 years I have been driving a cab here.  I get 

           12    the chance to pick up a lot of different people and give 

           13    them a ride.  And in my cab driving experiences and my 

           14    life, I've had the opportunity to meet a lot of good 

           15    people, but also I have the opportunity to listen to a lot 

           16    of different points of view.  

           17              And you know that Alaska, there is people that 

           18    come here because I pick them up, they come into this 

           19    state that are not Native.  And sometimes they don't get 

           20    to bother to know the Native people or the culture.  

           21              Today I picked up a Native individual, a man 

           22    from a hotel.  And last night the Anchorage tribes of 

           23    Tlingit and Haida met, and what we did, we brought a 

           24    little bit of food.  All I had was given to me a little, 

           25    little bag of some smoked strips, and they were cut up so 
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            1    tiny, tiny.  So when I picked up this individual -- he was 

            2    from up north, and he told me he was from Kotzebue.  He 

            3    was so grateful for the little, tiny pieces of fish that I 

            4    gave him.  And I really felt bad because I'm Alaska Native 

            5    and it's hard for me to go out and practice the 

            6    subsistence lifestyle because, like David mentioned -- I'm 

            7    sorry.  Gather Harrison mentioned -- David is his 

            8    brother -- that we have to abide by the State rules.  We 

            9    have to get licenses, and we have to do what we are 

           10    supposed to do or we get in trouble and we get sent to 

           11    jail.  My uncle got sent to jail in Juneau -- in Sitka.  

           12    He lived in Sitka.  

           13              And when I was protesting in different places, 

           14    like the Dena'ina Center when our ex-governor Sarah Palin 

           15    was there, I was told -- I think it was her mother and 

           16    father that drove by in a fancy $60,000 vehicle.  And my 

           17    car is parked outside.  It's paid for, but it's run down.  

           18    And they told me -- I was standing by some -- two 

           19    Americans that were protesting the war.  And I was the 

           20    only one outside.  It was cold.  And they told me to go 

           21    home.  So on the side of my poster, I wrote, I am home.  

           22    And it was very vicious.  Sometimes people are not nice, 

           23    no.  You can't always be nice.  I realize that, but it was 

           24    very disgusting.  And I know that in the process of what I 

           25    had been doing, I know why I do it.  
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            1              I was past President of the Tlingit and Haida 

            2    tribes, but I am opposed to the development of the 

            3    Chukchi, the Beaufort, and the Cook Inlet because, stated 

            4    here, we have alternative energies.  But I was also told 

            5    by my husband, who is nonNative, that there is some place 

            6    called Gull -- Gull Island or something in the north and 

            7    that they found out that there is lots of oil up there.  

            8              But that individual man that I talked to earlier 

            9    this morning, the Native guy, he told me -- I said, are 

           10    you for it or against it?  And he said he's against it 

           11    because of subsistence.  My ancestry, they collected 

           12    nickels and pennies to organize the Alaska Native 

           13    Brotherhood and Sisterhood to be able to travel -- excuse 

           14    me.  My glasses were lowering -- to be able to travel 

           15    across the land in Southeast.  And they didn't have money 

           16    back then.  

           17              The little bit of money that we get from the 

           18    Native corporations, the nonNatives view it very tainted 

           19    because they think, oh, look, there is another Native.  

           20    They have got, you know, the Native corporation money.  

           21    That's what they think.  And they don't realize that that 

           22    Native corporation money isn't much, but that's not what 

           23    we are about, about money.  

           24              Arctic Slope Regional came the last night to 

           25    testify.  And they support drilling.  That's a 
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            1    corporation.  Just recently they were recognizing the 

            2    women in the Alaska Native land claims.  The corporations 

            3    have not done all good, but they have not done all evil.  

            4    But there is no balance there.  There is a lot of abuses.  

            5    And it's not just in one corporation.  

            6              So I would really like you to consider -- 

            7    reconsider, because I did.  And I know who I am, I know 

            8    where I came from, and I know where I'm going.  

            9              Thank you very much.  

           10                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you, Lynette.  

           11    Nicole Whittington-Evans.  Nicole.  

           12                    MS. NICOLE WHITTINGTON-EVANS:  Hello.  My 

           13    name is Nicole Whittington-Evans, and I'm the Regional 

           14    Director for the Alaska office of the Wilderness Society, 

           15    or TWS.  I want to thank you, BOEMRE, for holding this 

           16    meeting and allowing our organization this opportunity to 

           17    comment tonight on the 2012 to 2017 five-year OCS plan.  

           18              TWS has engaged in Arctic Ocean OCS issues for 

           19    close to a decade, and we are working to protect 

           20    ecologically important areas in the Arctic both on and 

           21    offshore and ensure that if and where oil and gas 

           22    development does occur, it is done well and in appropriate 

           23    locations.  

           24              I am here tonight with one of my colleagues in 

           25    the audience, Lois Epstein, an engineer and TWS' Arctic 
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            1    Program Director, who has spent over 20 years working on 

            2    oil and gas technical and policy issues, nearly half in 

            3    Alaska, and who was a technical advisor on the report to 

            4    the President in May of 2010 which contained 

            5    recommendations on increasing offshore drilling safety.  

            6    Lois would have been here a week ago Friday to testify, 

            7    but she was stuck in Nuiqsut due to weather after the 

            8    BOEMRE hearing there.  

            9              It is TWS' position that BOEMRE needs to take 

           10    the time needed to make scientifically justified policy 

           11    decisions before holding lease sales in the Arctic Ocean.  

           12    It is premature to move forward with new leases in the 

           13    Arctic Ocean without accomplishing, at a minimum, the 

           14    following four points:  

           15              One ensuring adequate scientific information on 

           16    marine and potentially affected coastal resources is 

           17    available and included in decisionmaking.  Two, performing 

           18    marine and coastal spatial planning to determine key 

           19    offshore areas warranting protection.  Three, ensuring 

           20    sufficient spill cleanup capabilities and infrastructure 

           21    are in place.  Four, BOEMRE promulgating needed 

           22    regulations and ensuring sufficient drilling oversight by 

           23    adequate enforcement resources, governmental 

           24    accountability, and transparency and other measures.  

           25              Additionally, it will be important to develop a 
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            1    mechanism to ensure that industry/whaler conflict 

            2    avoidance agreements are enforceable, something very 

            3    important to coastal communities.  If there is any doubt 

            4    about blowouts and other offshore problems in the Arctic, 

            5    consider that the Alaska Oil and Gas Conservation 

            6    Commission in its 50th anniversary report lists ten North 

            7    Slope and eight Cook Inlet blowout events, with four of 

            8    the latter offshore in shallow water.  

            9              Additionally, there are other ways substantial 

           10    amounts of crude can enter the water from offshore 

           11    drilling.  For example, in 1989 a frozen valve on Amoco's 

           12    Anna offshore platform in Cook Inlet caused a spill of 

           13    over 20,000 gallons of crude.  Cleanup was not attempted 

           14    due to 80 to 90 percent moving ice floes.  

           15              As for lessons from BP's Deep Water Horizon 

           16    tragedy, we have learned from the Oil Spill Commission's 

           17    hearings that well-financed drilling companies could, one, 

           18    misinterpret data from a key well integrity test; two, 

           19    decide not to utilize potentially critical well components 

           20    because they would take too long to arrive in the Gulf, a 

           21    delivery situation that would be much worse in the Arctic; 

           22    and three, not take actions that would have mitigated much 

           23    of the tragedy, such as using the platforms diverter 

           24    system.  

           25              What the Oil Spill Commission's hearings have 
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            1    demonstrated is that no matter how good the regulatory 

            2    oversight -- and everyone acknowledges that BOEMRE needs 

            3    regulatory improvements -- there will be infrequent but 

            4    highly tragic spill events.  The fact that a November of 

            5    2010 state report showed 44 spills per year and nearly one 

            6    spill every two months over 1,000 gallons on the North 

            7    Slope from 1995 to 2009 does not give us confidence that 

            8    federal and State governments have sufficient oversight 

            9    over Arctic oil operations.  

           10              Lois, who attended the BOEMRE hearings in Barrow 

           11    and Nuiqsut, did not hear a single person at either 

           12    hearing unconditionally support drilling in the Arctic 

           13    Ocean.  We understand this was also the case in Kaktovik.  

           14              We believe there are strong scientific and 

           15    policy reasons why BOEMRE is not ready at this time to 

           16    proceed with lease sales in the 2012 to 2017 time frame in 

           17    the Arctic.  BOEMRE should get its existing house in order 

           18    and ensure that Gulf and Pacific coast drilling is safe, 

           19    spill likelihood is minimized, and cleanup mechanisms 

           20    significantly improved before allowing the Arctic Ocean 

           21    frontier to be open for business.  

           22              Thank you very much for the opportunity to speak 

           23    tonight.  

           24              Also, I forgot to state my name and spell it.  

           25    Nicole Whittington-Evans, spelled N-I-C-O-L-E 
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            1    W-H-I-T-T-I-N-G-T-O-N-E-V-A-N-S.  

            2                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Judy Miller.  Judy?  

            3    Raychelle Daniel.  

            4                    MS. RAYCHELLE DANIEL:  That's Raychelle, 

            5    R-A-Y-C-H-E-L-L-E, and Daniel, D-A-N-I-E-L.  Thank you, 

            6    Mr. Loman and Dr. Kendall, for having this hearing tonight 

            7    and for allowing us to state our views.  

            8              I was born and raised in Alaska in Western 

            9    Alaska in a family dependent on subsistence.  And that 

           10    helped me to move forward.  And I also have a background 

           11    actually in Western science; for those of you who were 

           12    here earlier heard Carl talk about those differences.  And 

           13    I am here tonight to speak on behalf of the PEW 

           14    Environment Group, who I work for.  

           15              And first we like to acknowledge and thank the 

           16    Secretary and the Bureau of Ocean and Energy Management 

           17    for the steps taken by the department towards management 

           18    reform of offshore oil and gas activities in the months 

           19    following the Deep Water Horizon disaster.  And those 

           20    structural changes within the department that we are 

           21    referring are increased safety standards for drilling 

           22    operations and the commitment for some science and 

           23    decisionmaking.  And we think that these could provide a 

           24    new direction and create an opportunity for cultural 

           25    change within the agency.  
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            1              However, there are more changes to be made, 

            2    including implementing some of the national level reform 

            3    at the regional level.  And continued vigilance will be 

            4    required to ensure that these reforms are implemented as 

            5    intended.  

            6              And the 2012 to 2017 five-year leasing schedule 

            7    currently under development by BOEM will set the stage for 

            8    oil and gas development in the future, and it will also 

            9    provide the first opportunity for the Bureau to 

           10    demonstrate a new approach to offshore oil and gas leasing 

           11    and management.  And if BOEM's work forward is to be 

           12    meaningful, this new approach and these recent reforms 

           13    should guide development for the future.  And so BOEM will 

           14    need to ensure that offshore drilling is balanced with the 

           15    protection of the many uses and resources of the Outer 

           16    Continental Shelf.  

           17              Throughout the history of offshore drilling in 

           18    the U.S., the former Minerals Management Service gave too 

           19    little consideration to -- in the U.S. to the negative 

           20    impacts from drilling activities that they have on 

           21    biological and ecological resources in marine and coastal 

           22    environments or the needs and concerns from local 

           23    communities in the Arctic in particular.  

           24              In the 1980s, DOI shifted a practice of tracked 

           25    leasing to area-wide leasing, and now up to tens of 
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            1    millions of acres are offered for lease at once.  And we 

            2    recommend that the department reassess this practice.  

            3    BOEM should more narrowly define the lease areas for a 

            4    meaningful assessment of the resources and potential 

            5    impacts.  

            6              While there have been small buffers in 

            7    subsistence deferrals in the Beaufort and Chukchi program 

            8    area, in the previous five-year plans, those deferrals are 

            9    inadequate in size and scope.  There are additional areas 

           10    that existing scientific information, including 

           11    traditional knowledge, that suggest areas that are 

           12    biologically important that should be off limits to 

           13    leasing.  So in future -- in the future five-year leasing 

           14    schedules, BOEM should prioritize important resources, 

           15    habitats, and uses, particularly subsistence, and 

           16    eliminate biologically important or subsistence areas from 

           17    the program areas, entirely from the lease sale areas.  

           18              So taking those sensitive areas off the table 

           19    early in the planning process will ensure that the leasing 

           20    is confined to areas where development can occur with 

           21    minimal impact on other resources and uses.  

           22              We also suggest that BOEM consider convening 

           23    stakeholders to openly discuss and find answers to 

           24    questions regarding if, when, and how offshore drilling 

           25    will occur in particular areas.  The former MMS developed 
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            1    a practice of working closely with industry, but not 

            2    allowing other experts, communities, or the public at 

            3    large to engage to the same extent.  Because offshore oil 

            4    and gas development is an enormous industrial undertaking 

            5    with significant impacts to both offshore and onshore 

            6    ecosystems, local communities should be afforded a 

            7    meaningful opportunity to express their concerns, 

            8    opinions, and suggestions.  And this is particularly true 

            9    for communities in the Arctic that depend on these 

           10    resources for subsistence.  

           11              So we also suggest that BOEM increase local 

           12    engagement in offshore oversight through the creation of 

           13    an Arctic Regional Citizen Advisory Council.  This would 

           14    similar to that which was created for -- in OPA 90 to 

           15    provide guidance for industry, budget its spill response 

           16    capability for tankers transiting in Prince William Sound.  

           17              BOEM and BSEE must have sufficient scientific 

           18    information on biological and ecological resources and the 

           19    physical marine and coast environment to understand 

           20    potential impacts of offshore oil and gas development.  

           21              In addition, scientifically credible baseline 

           22    monitoring data are necessary to measure the damage to 

           23    resources should a spill occur.  BOEM often lacks the 

           24    scientific data and analysis to inform its decisions and, 

           25    unfortunately, BOEM often fails to apply the information 
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            1    it does have available.  This is particularly true in the 

            2    Arctic.  

            3              We are aware that BOEM has gathered some 

            4    scientific data -- BOEM and industry, too, have gathered 

            5    scientific data on OCS resources.  However, the existence 

            6    of research does not necessarily mean that it's relevant 

            7    or sufficient to inform the decision of whether, when, 

            8    where, and how oil and gas activity should occur.  

            9              Arctic research and monitoring should be 

           10    conducted under a holistic integrated science plan, and 

           11    this plan should be designed to fill existing information 

           12    gaps and provide an understanding of the spatial 

           13    variability of the ecosystem and its functioning.  

           14              And furthermore to include establishment of a 

           15    long-term comprehensive monitoring program with dedicated 

           16    funding to track changes in the Arctic, including 

           17    traditional knowledge.  The goal would not be endless 

           18    studies but targeted research and analysis relevant to 

           19    these decisions about offshore oil and gas development.  

           20              Furthermore, BOEM should work with other 

           21    agencies within DOI, NOAA and the U.S. Arctic Research 

           22    Commission to develop a comprehensive integrated science 

           23    plan for the U.S. Arctic to improve our understanding of 

           24    Arctic marine ecosystems and to help guide its decisions 

           25    regarding offshore oil and gas activity.  
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            1              It's also widely acknowledged that BOEM's 

            2    current practice for complying with the National 

            3    Environmental Policy Act needs to be revised, and BOEM 

            4    should adopt the recommendations of both CEQ and the Oil 

            5    Spill Commission and implement as you work towards this 

            6    new five-year plan.  

            7              So the overarching theme of our suggested 

            8    changes is that BOEM should develop a culture of inquiry 

            9    and inclusion in managing oil and gas activity and strive 

           10    to balance uses in the OCS.  And it must gather 

           11    information from a variety of sources such as traditional 

           12    knowledge and invite and use recommendations from experts 

           13    outside of the Bureau as well as tribal and other local 

           14    residents, and balance development with protection of 

           15    important resources.  And doing so would provide a greater 

           16    certainty for industry and the public.  

           17              And so we recommend that no new leasing should 

           18    take place in the Arctic until a comprehensive integrated 

           19    research and monitoring program is in place and evaluated 

           20    as a basis for policy decisions on whether, when, where, 

           21    or if to proceed.  And ecologically important areas and 

           22    subsistence use areas should be identified and deferred 

           23    from leasing and oil and gas activity.  

           24              And lastly BOEMRE needs approved -- industry and 

           25    Coast Guard have in place the necessary infrastructure and 
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            1    the world's best oil spill response and safety plans and 

            2    technology, and they should also be proven to work in a 

            3    U.S. Arctic environment.  

            4                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Enoch Adams, Junior.  

            5                    MR. ENOCH ADAMS, JR.:  I was told that 

            6    this was a meeting.  I wasn't told this was a hearing.  I 

            7    don't have a written statement, but I can provide one 

            8    after.  

            9                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  The most important 

           10    thing is that you just tell us what your position is on 

           11    oil and gas leasing during the proposed five-year planning 

           12    years.  

           13                    MR. ENOCH ADAMS, JR.:  My name is Enoch 

           14    Adams, Jr., E-N-O-C-H A-D-A-M-S, and I'm from Kivalina, 

           15    Alaska.  I'm a whaling captain.  I was born and raised in 

           16    Kivalina.  

           17              Probably the easiest way for me to begin what I 

           18    would like to share with you this evening is simply to 

           19    issue a warning to both Wainwright and Point Lay regarding 

           20    their beluga hunting.  Those two communities can virtually 

           21    say goodbye to their beluga hunting.  The reason I say 

           22    this is because we at Kivalina have had an experience 

           23    where we used to be able to hunt beluga every July every 

           24    year.  I can remember as a child, I can remember as a 

           25    young man seeing beluga in Kivalina every July.  And there 
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            1    is a specific year when that stopped.  It was 1989.  

            2              In 1989, the DeLong Mountain Transportation 

            3    System Port was built 17 miles south of Kivalina.  And 

            4    because of that, the beluga that we used to go after 

            5    changed their migration forever.  Up until now from the 

            6    stock that used to pass by Kivalina, it doesn't go by 

            7    Kivalina anymore.  And many times we -- we used to wonder 

            8    why that happened.  And of course, the DMTS port is the 

            9    port that supports the Red Dog Mine, which is 45 miles 

           10    from Kivalina.  

           11              But while we didn't know how -- how these beluga 

           12    never came by, some of our people from Kivalina worked at 

           13    the port, and they would observe in July beluga that would 

           14    go up to the port and immediately head straight out into 

           15    the ocean and finally to toward the beach miles and miles 

           16    north of Kivalina.  That's why I want to -- that's why I 

           17    would like to issue that warning to those two communities.  

           18              Even with the -- with the activities that are 

           19    going on now for possible exploration, for possible 

           20    development, the shipping -- the ships that carry the -- 

           21    the seismic machines and guns and the support vehicles 

           22    that go along with them, their activities are -- are 

           23    already affecting how some of those communities in the 

           24    north, especially Wainwright -- Wainwright is already 

           25    talking about having difficulty getting beluga like they 
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            1    used to.  Animals that we go after, we have to be quiet.  

            2    We have to be careful.  We have to sneak.  And we are not 

            3    able to be successful unless we show respect to these 

            4    animals as we try to get them.  

            5              The level of respect that we have for these 

            6    animals is not just in terms of going after them and 

            7    harvesting them.  When we get an animal, as we are 

            8    butchering the animals, we make sure we separate the head 

            9    from the rest of the body.  And that's significant to us 

           10    because in our way of life, we let them go.  And we show 

           11    respect to that animal, because if we don't do that, if we 

           12    don't let the animal's spirit go, it's not going to come 

           13    back to us with another one.  

           14              Our people are very good at adapting to the 

           15    environment.  We have adapted so much to the environment 

           16    that we have become a part of it.  We don't dominate it.  

           17    We don't seek to dominate it.  We don't seek to waste it.  

           18    We work with it.  We find ways where we won't harm the 

           19    populations.  We don't try to do anything to affect their 

           20    migration patterns.  And it's very easy -- it's very easy 

           21    to affect any animal's migration pattern.  And one of the 

           22    things that can easily affect any animal's migration, both 

           23    land and sea animals, is if you go after the first ones.  

           24              If you go after -- if you go after the first 

           25    ones that come by, you will change their migration 
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            1    patterns.  So in light of that, we -- we allow these 

            2    animals to pass by, the first ones, because the ones that 

            3    do follow, they won't change the pattern.  The leaders 

            4    will always continue going the routes that they have 

            5    chosen.  And because we allow them to pass by and we 

            6    harvest the ones that follow, we don't change them.  

            7              There is a lot of things that I see that are 

            8    harmful in how you are planning to do this exploration.  

            9    The potential for harming our way of life is great.  If 

           10    you don't pay attention very closely to how these animals 

           11    act, to what they eat, when do they come, if they migrate, 

           12    what migration routes do they follow -- if you don't 

           13    respect those things, you are going to deny us in being 

           14    able to continue our way of life.  And this is not a 

           15    lifestyle that I'm talking about.  You can change a 

           16    lifestyle anywhere you go.  But for us it's a way of life.  

           17              We have learned over thousands of years of 

           18    practice how to access these resources without doing any 

           19    harm at all.  And if you pay attention to how the Native 

           20    peoples access and maintain the resources, they will be 

           21    able to show you how you can do your development without 

           22    doing any harm.  And if there is any activity that could 

           23    possibly do harm, they will tell you.  We are able to tell 

           24    you.  We have got thousands of years of knowledge to back 

           25    up what we know.  
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            1              And so with that, I'm sorry.  I'd like to give a 

            2    written statement after this.  

            3                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you very much.  

            4    Colleen Swan.  

            5                    MS. COLLEEN SWAN:  I'm Colleen Swan, 

            6    C-O-L-L-E-E-N S-W-A-N.  I'm from Kivalina, also.  There 

            7    has been a lot of mention about traditional knowledge, and 

            8    I have been -- I have been pushing for the use of 

            9    traditional knowledge for a long time.  I worked for the 

           10    tribe for 18 years, and I've dealt with a lot of federal 

           11    agencies.  And thank you.  Thank you for giving me this 

           12    opportunity.  

           13              But, you know, as I -- as I watch these 

           14    processes, these -- these government processes and the 

           15    studies that are being done, I started to realize that my 

           16    understanding and my -- my definition of traditional 

           17    knowledge differed totally from the government's 

           18    definition.  And including with the use of word -- I never 

           19    did like using the word subsistence because that's not 

           20    really what it is.  It's not just a way of life, but it's 

           21    how we make our living.  

           22              I come from Kivalina, and our economic base is 

           23    the tribal resources.  We don't have a cash economy.  And 

           24    I don't have a problem with that.  I used to think that 

           25    our people are poor.  Look at all of their resources.  Our 
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            1    land is rich.  There is a lot of oil and a lot of 

            2    minerals, but we are poor.  And just recently I realized 

            3    that I saw -- I saw us -- in fact, our people still think 

            4    they are poor, but because I push so much for traditional 

            5    knowledge, I realize that our people see themselves as 

            6    poor because they are looking at themselves and looking at 

            7    each other through nonNative eyes, through civilized eyes, 

            8    I guess.  

            9              So -- so once I took those lens off, I was able 

           10    to see that our ways are still very much alive, very much 

           11    alive, but I was looking at it from a different 

           12    perspective; from not my own perspective, but from someone 

           13    else's.  People see us as poor.  I saw my parents as poor.  

           14    And then I realized when I took the lens off, they are not 

           15    poor.  They are very rich.  They thrive.  It doesn't 

           16    bother them not to have cash because they are doing what 

           17    they do for a living.  It's a way of life.  

           18              And so going back to the definition of 

           19    traditional knowledge, yesterday and the other day, for 

           20    the last two days I have been attending the -- I have been 

           21    attending the Arctic Waters Meeting.  And just looking at 

           22    all of the technical reports that the oil companies were 

           23    doing, one of them was how they were doing their seismic 

           24    studies, and they were doing their studies on -- on beluga 

           25    and, you know, the sea mammals, and they were working from 
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            1    ships.  

            2              And as I was listening to their reports, I 

            3    started wondering, okay, where is that ship situated as 

            4    they are doing these sound studies?  They are basically 

            5    saying that they are not going to have too much of an 

            6    impact.  In fact, you know, it's no worry to them.  

            7              And then, you know, drawing on traditional 

            8    knowledge, I started, you know, wishing I knew what their 

            9    secret was because if they can have their ship out there 

           10    without scaring off the belugas and the walrus and all the 

           11    sea mammals, wow, I want to know their secret because our 

           12    hunters have to be very quiet, very quiet to be 

           13    successful.  

           14              So you know, we are getting these rosy reports 

           15    from the scientists, and I'm getting jealous because they 

           16    seem to have a secret that we don't because, you know, 

           17    even when you are out in a whaling camp, you have to be -- 

           18    no radio.  I mean, no iPods, nothing because not only do 

           19    you need to be quiet, but you have to be able to hear.  

           20              So I was just so amazed, you know.  These oil 

           21    companies, they really know how to go out there with their 

           22    really loud ships and not scare anything away as they do 

           23    their studies.  But -- 

           24              And the other thing, I heard another 

           25    presentation by researchers who were working way out, way 
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            1    above the North Slope, and they talked about -- they 

            2    talked about how, you know, as they were moving their 

            3    ship, they would be crossing the migration route of the 

            4    bowhead twice, but that it would be at a time when the 

            5    bowhead, you know, would -- bowhead migration is not in 

            6    full force.  And out of a room of over 100 people, nobody 

            7    caught it.  Nobody caught it.  And so that's why it's so 

            8    important to have the Native people involved in these 

            9    processes.  

           10              You heard what Enoch said.  When you are out -- 

           11    this is what our Elders tell us and the young hunters.  

           12    When you are hunting migrating sea mammal or any land 

           13    animal, in fact, that you are to leave the leaders alone, 

           14    and they will continue.  And I explained that, but nobody 

           15    caught what these researchers were doing.  They were 

           16    interfering unintentionally with the migration.  They 

           17    weren't planning to do that.  Unintentionally.  

           18              You know, we have all of these good intentions, 

           19    but because -- because they don't know -- I mean, these 

           20    are new people who come to the Arctic.  We live there.  We 

           21    survive there.  And I've heard so many different views 

           22    here tonight.  And all of them are legitimate.  They are 

           23    all legitimate.  We all have legitimate concerns, no 

           24    matter who we represent.  But -- 

           25              And I think the federal government has this huge 
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            1    responsibility to bring everyone together.  You can't just 

            2    take one and ignore another.  There has to be a balance or 

            3    else we are going to be fighting.  

            4              So after -- after watching all those 

            5    presentations the last couple of days, you know, I'm 

            6    realizing that maybe -- maybe the government needs to take 

            7    this plan back and look at it again and look at the 

            8    studies that have already been done before because if 

            9    these plans are being done without participation from the 

           10    Native people who live there, then we have a problem.  It 

           11    was very evident in the last two days.  

           12              So I drew -- I was able to -- even though I 

           13    don't go out there hunting -- I used to go whaling when it 

           14    was safe to go whaling, but in the last ten years or so 

           15    it's become so dangerous for whaling to go on because the 

           16    ice is so thin.  It's not forming the way it used to.  We 

           17    used to camp out there on the ice for weeks at a time.  

           18    I'm not able to do that because my dad says -- my dad 

           19    doesn't want to bring women and children out there 

           20    anymore; it's simply too dangerous.  

           21              And for a long time, for years we were noticing 

           22    these things about the ice, and you know, where because 

           23    of -- because of our -- our spirituality, our form of 

           24    spirituality, people were blaming each other in our 

           25    village.  You know, you were a bad person.  That's why we 
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            1    are having bad luck.  You know, that's how it works.  And 

            2    that went on for years.  You know, there was so much 

            3    finger pointing in the village.  And then -- and then I'm 

            4    wondering, okay, why -- what's going on?  What's going on 

            5    here?  

            6              And I'm asking the federal agencies.  Our ice is 

            7    not forming.  What's going on?  Where is all the 

            8    scientists who is going to tell us what's going on?  Why 

            9    isn't our ice forming the way it used to?  Why is it 

           10    freezing later?  Why is our land failing because we are -- 

           11    our village eroding.  It's falling out from under our 

           12    feet.  And no one in the government was able to answer any 

           13    of those questions because no one had that responsibility.  

           14              And then one day, having lunch -- I like to have 

           15    lunch at my parents' house because my dad -- he's in his 

           16    mid 70s and he tells a lot of stories.  And sometimes he 

           17    will have -- say something really profound, you know, real 

           18    simple, real simple things.  He will just make an 

           19    observation.  And one day he said, you know, because I'm 

           20    still wondering what the heck is going on out there, you 

           21    know.  It's just -- 

           22              I want to go out whaling again.  I want to know 

           23    why I can't anymore.  And then one day he says the ice is 

           24    not forming, it's not thickening because it's melting from 

           25    the bottom.  A long time ago, you know, before this 
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            1    problem started, he said it was melting from the top in 

            2    the springtime because the sun was out longer.  It was hot 

            3    and, you know, that's how the ice melted in the springtime 

            4    from the sun, from the heat.  But we were still able to go 

            5    out whaling because it was still thick under water.  And 

            6    he said not anymore because it's melting from the bottom.  

            7              And that tells you something about the -- about 

            8    not just the knowledge that we have in our villages, but 

            9    it tells you something about the temperature of the ocean.  

           10              And then, you know, we have so many problems out 

           11    there in the village in the Arctic that I'm beginning to 

           12    think that maybe -- maybe I should oppose -- maybe I 

           13    should oppose oil and gas development in the Outer 

           14    Continental Shelf.  Normally, you know, I'm not against 

           15    development as long as it's done responsibly, but all the 

           16    disasters that go on with the oil companies and just -- 

           17    just listening to the last two days of their presentation, 

           18    knowing that their research is not what it should be, 

           19    then, you know, I'm starting to lean towards opposing 

           20    development until the oil companies and the government can 

           21    get their act together.  

           22              So I would think -- I think -- I think that 

           23    BOEMRE needs to go back to the drawing board and come back 

           24    another time when, you know, when -- when the oil 

           25    companies are able to operate without disasters.  It's 
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            1    unreasonable for anyone to think that development can 

            2    happen without incident.  They will always happen.  

            3              But because of -- because the tribes are not 

            4    invited into the process, we have no idea what we will do 

            5    because we have no plans.  I mean, the oil companies, they 

            6    have their plans.  The government has -- you know, they 

            7    are convinced that things can move forward by these oil 

            8    companies.  

            9              And so, you know, for the things that could 

           10    potentially happen they have their response plans, their 

           11    spill response plans, their emergency response plans.  

           12    They have all kind of plans.  But the Native people, we 

           13    don't have a plan.  What if there is an oil spill?  What 

           14    are we going to do?  I know we are not going to be 

           15    hunting.  What are we going to do?  But we can't develop 

           16    our plans unless we know what the other guys are doing, 

           17    you know.  

           18              I'm worried about what technology they will use 

           19    to drill.  How are they going to extract the oil?  You 

           20    know, I subscribe to Stock Market News, and I read one 

           21    years ago that said that a stockbroker was trying to sell 

           22    stock for a company whose technology was to use -- was to 

           23    inject carbon dioxide into the ground to force the oil 

           24    out, and he said that they were proposing to use this 

           25    technology on the North Slope.  And then recently there 
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            1    was news that said that that technology is falling apart 

            2    in one of the Lower 48 states.  It's leaking.  It's 

            3    killing animals, you know.  

            4              So there are too many questions.  They are just 

            5    simply too many questions and it's too risky.  So that's 

            6    my spiel.  Thank you.  

            7                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you very much.  

            8    Andrew Hartsig.  

            9                    MR. ANDREW HARTSIG:  So my name is Andrew 

           10    Hartsig.  It's A-N-D-R-E-W H-A-R-T-S-I-G.  And thank you 

           11    so much for the opportunity to comment, and thanks to 

           12    everyone who has spoken so far for all your thoughtful 

           13    testimony.  

           14              I support the initial decision to not schedule 

           15    any new lease sales in Bristol Bay.  We know how valuable 

           16    that area is as a fishery, and we know that oil and gas 

           17    activity is inappropriate there.  

           18              And I urge the Administration not to schedule 

           19    any new lease sales in the Beaufort or Chukchi Seas in 

           20    this pending five-year plan.  We need to better understand 

           21    the Arctic environment so that we can make more informed 

           22    decisions about whether, when, where, and how to drill.  

           23    Current research efforts are a good start, but they are 

           24    not sufficient.  Before any new leasing takes place, there 

           25    needs to be a comprehensive integrated research and 
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            1    monitoring plan in place.  And we need to collect, 

            2    synthesize and evaluate data so that we can make informed 

            3    policy decisions.  

            4              And in addition, before deciding whether to 

            5    conduct additional lease sales in the Arctic, BOEM should 

            6    work with other federal agencies, local communities and 

            7    tribes and other stakeholders to identify and protect 

            8    important ecological areas.  We need to place a priority 

            9    on preserving the resilience of Arctic ecosystems.  

           10              As noted by the National Commission on the BP 

           11    oil spill, Arctic waters pose severe challenges to oil and 

           12    gas operations, and there are serious questions about 

           13    spill response and containment.  Industry and the Coast 

           14    Guard must put in place infrastructure that's necessary to 

           15    support large scale spill response operations in the 

           16    Arctic, and industry has to demonstrate the effectiveness 

           17    of spill response plans and technologies in Arctic waters.  

           18    As the Commission, noted spill response methods can't 

           19    simply be imported to the Arctic from other areas.  

           20                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you very much.  

           21    I see ten to 9:00.  We are going to take a ten-minute 

           22    break.  I think we have comment sheets for written 

           23    comments if people would like to provide written comments 

           24    in the back of the room.  So we are going to break now and 

           25    come back and start again at 9:00 sharp.  
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            1               (A break was taken.) 

            2                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Okay.  We are going to 

            3    get started again.  Katrina Timm.  Katrina Timm.  Dana 

            4    Durham.  Drue Pearce.  Robert Flynn.  Kelly Ann.  Mike 

            5    Boozenny, Boozenny [pronunciation].  Mike Boozenny.  

            6    Nicole Van Hoey.  Rebecca Harris.  And first initial V, 

            7    last name Norrell.  Art Lake.  Arthur Lake.  

            8                    MR. ARTHUR LAKE:  Quyana.  (Speaking in 

            9    Yup'ik.)

           10              Any one of you in the government or anyone else 

           11    understand a word I said?  It is the same for our people, 

           12    don't understand what you say.  We have a lot of 

           13    differences that we need to look at and to try to 

           14    understand before we try to make decisions that affect 

           15    those people that are living along the coast and in the 

           16    rivers that are being affected by development for 

           17    everything that is within our environment.  My father -- 

           18    my brother is here, too.  

           19              Our father said no matter how much you try, no 

           20    matter how well you speak their language, no matter how 

           21    much you give up your food to have theirs, to dress like 

           22    them, to think like them, to look like them, you will 

           23    never become one of them.  And reversely so, I cannot 

           24    become a white person no matter how much I try.  

           25              We must understand those cultural differences.  
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            1    We are not a minority.  We are not special interest 

            2    groups.  We are government that exist out there that the 

            3    federal government recognizes and acknowledges, except for 

            4    the State of Alaska.  

            5              Government-to-government is a federal policy 

            6    that requires the government to consult with us on issues 

            7    that affect us.  And this certainly, no matter if it's 

            8    1,000 miles away, affects me and my people and my children 

            9    and their children.  It is important that we look and sit 

           10    at the same table and try to comprehend how we can work 

           11    together.  

           12              You go to the grocery store.  You buy your beef, 

           13    your chicken, your pork, but it's all processed.  There is 

           14    no blood.  There is no butchering.  There is no gore.  

           15    There is no entrails.  But it's the same thing.  You do it 

           16    in a more civilized way.  

           17              Our creator put us in a specific place on this 

           18    earth with specific resources to carry us through.  And 

           19    yet out of our area comes these people that come in and 

           20    extract all these resources and, in doing so, endanger the 

           21    lives of the people that live there.  

           22              Our governments need to sit down and discuss and 

           23    be open about these things.  And I don't believe that 

           24    changing the name of a federal agency is going to change 

           25    the way they operate unless they fully change the way they 
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            1    think, change their policies, the public -- this is not a 

            2    public process.  I come from Kwigillingok, and I'm just 

            3    one of the 229 tribal governments that exist in the state 

            4    of Alaska.  And we are not being provided an opportunity 

            5    to participate.  And you call this public process.  No, it 

            6    is not.  

            7              There is an old Indian saying.  I believe it was 

            8    the Cree that says unless -- until the last fish is 

            9    swimming, until the last tree is cut down, until the last 

           10    river is gone, only then will you -- would you know that 

           11    you cannot eat money.  

           12              This, to me, is all about money.  Those pro 

           13    development comments that I heard -- and I really don't 

           14    mean any disrespect.  It's all about money.  It is not 

           15    about the people that live and exist out there and require 

           16    these resources in order to survive.  It isn't.  

           17    Government-to-government should be in the forefront of the 

           18    discussions.  And yet they are not even mentioned.  They 

           19    are called stakeholders.  We are not stakeholders.  We are 

           20    governments.  And the government departments and divisions 

           21    must understand that they must deal with us in that 

           22    respect.  And until then, like some of the comments 

           23    earlier, they should put these aside and deal with those 

           24    issues before you come and say that.  

           25              It's the same thing with the State of Alaska and 



                         MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100      

�

                                                                        63



            1    others that come to our communities.  This is where your 

            2    airport is going to be.  This is what your airport is 

            3    going to look like.  This is going to -- how much it's 

            4    going to cost.  And they call it a public process.  It is 

            5    not.  

            6              I don't mean any disrespect in the comments that 

            7    I am making, but Western science has a long way to go 

            8    before it can stand out there and say that we have taken 

            9    on the best of everything that exists in order to make an 

           10    decision or determination because they don't listen to us 

           11    because we are not Western educated.  But yet those people 

           12    that have no education can best your best scientists.  And 

           13    that's been proven over and over again.  I can give you 

           14    three instances in my community, in my tribe, that -- 

           15              Development came, airport construction.  Elders 

           16    went there to see what was going on, told them that it's 

           17    not going to work.  And they said, yes, it will.  It's 

           18    been engineered.  It's been computer modeled, and it is 

           19    going to work.  The Elders said, no, you are not.  It's 

           20    not going to work.  That fall they came back, tore up the 

           21    runway and did it the way the Elders said, and they 

           22    left -- they left without a word.  I think they were 

           23    embarrassed.  

           24              They wanted us to build holes in the ground, put 

           25    hypaliner in, put monitoring wells around them.  You can't 
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            1    do that in our country.  They put water reservoirs, and 

            2    they wonder where all the water has gone.  Elders told 

            3    them, if you build it that way, you are not going to get 

            4    any water.  And besides, if you do that, your water is 

            5    going to be salty.  

            6              I live right along the coast, the eastern shore 

            7    of the Kuskokwim Bay.  People do not come out there and 

            8    talk to us about the conditions and the way that things 

            9    should be.  Unless they do that, we are going to continue 

           10    to butt heads, if you will, over resource issues and other 

           11    issues important to all of us.  And I really hope that 

           12    this agency, the former Minerals Management Service, sets 

           13    aside these decisions for -- until some of these issues 

           14    are resolved or being dealt with openly with the tribes 

           15    and the people.  

           16              It's the same way with the North Pacific 

           17    Fisheries Management Council, NOAA; they have no clue 

           18    about the conditions and the issues surrounding the Bering 

           19    Sea; and they are managers, managers of the resources out 

           20    there, and yet they don't know what the conditions are, 

           21    and they don't know what exists out there.  I tried to 

           22    tell them at one time, you know, that we can tell you 

           23    about the conditions in the bottom of the Bering Sea.  

           24    They wouldn't believe me because we didn't have any 

           25    submarines or things like that to go down and see the 
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            1    conditions of the bottom of the Bering Sea.  The animals 

            2    and the environment tell us a story about what's going on.  

            3    The contents of the seals and the walruses, of their 

            4    stomachs, tell us about the conditions of those kinds of 

            5    resources that they gather to survive, and that tells us 

            6    the condition of the bottom of the Bering Sea.  There is 

            7    no way to best Mother Nature.  It's proven time and time 

            8    again.  

            9              So we need to sit down and really reconsider 

           10    some of the issues that are being involved before we do 

           11    this.  Thank you very much.  

           12                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Mark Fullmer.  Leslie 

           13    Simmons.  Shannon.  Gary Wells.  Emily.  Eric Myers, who I 

           14    believe you are going to speak for Mr. Grafe, is that 

           15    right?

           16                    MR. ERIC MYERS:  Sort of.  

           17                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Earth Justice, right?  

           18                    MR. ERIC MYERS:  Well, actually, Audubon, 

           19    but --

           20                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Okay.

           21                    MR. ERIC MYERS:  For the record, my name 

           22    is Eric Myers.  I am the policy director for Audubon 

           23    Alaska.  Audubon Alaska is the state office of the 

           24    National Audubon Society.  

           25              Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the 
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            1    programmatic environmental impact statement for the new 

            2    five-year OCS oil and gas leasing program for 2012, 2017.  

            3              The essential question is whether to include 

            4    additional lease sales in the new schedule.  For the 

            5    reasons provided below, I urge that the Department of the 

            6    Interior defer any additional lease sales in the Arctic 

            7    Ocean for two basic reasons:  One, the lack of an adequate 

            8    scientific understanding of the Arctic Ocean ecosystem 

            9    and, two, the inability to effectively respond to an oil 

           10    spill.  

           11              As BOEM has itself acknowledged there are major 

           12    gaps in the scientific understanding of the Arctic Ocean 

           13    ecosystem, the original lease sale 193 final environmental 

           14    impact statement included approximately 250 specific 

           15    statements in which are BOEM explicitly identified a lack 

           16    of knowledge regarding resources that could be impacted as 

           17    a result of the lease sale and the reasonably foreseeable 

           18    oil and gas development that could follow.  In many cases, 

           19    these statements recognize a fundamental lack of 

           20    understanding regarding important biological resources, 

           21    including many that are vital to continued subsistence 

           22    harvest by communities in the northwest and northern coast 

           23    of Alaska.  

           24              Just a few of the statements include the 

           25    following:  And I quote.  "There is uncertainty about the 
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            1    effects on cetaceans in the event of a large spill."  

            2    "Given a lack of contemporary abundance and distribution 

            3    information, large spill effects on rare or unique 

            4    species, including potential extirpation, could occur, but 

            5    would likely go unnoticed undetected."  "For many species 

            6    of coastal marine birds, the most recent data is between 

            7    15 and 30 years old, making accurate analysis difficult.  

            8    The risk that several regional bird populations could 

            9    experience significant adverse impacts is high."  "Because 

           10    of the lack of data on marine mammal distributions and 

           11    habitat use in offshore areas of the Chukchi Sea, it is 

           12    uncertain what the level of effects would be in offshore 

           13    areas."  

           14              The USGS, the U.S. Geological Survey, is 

           15    currently in the process of trying to define the extent of 

           16    scientific gaps in the Arctic, and this process should be 

           17    used to inform the establishment of a long-term research 

           18    and monitoring program.  This approach was reinforced when 

           19    the National Oil Spill Commission recently recommended "an 

           20    immediate comprehensive federal research effort to provide 

           21    a foundation of scientific information on the Arctic."

           22              When Secretary Salazar first took office, I was 

           23    heartened to hear him acknowledge that the -- that the 

           24    prior Administration's OCS policy was -- and I believe 

           25    I've got this right as a quote -- "a headlong rush of the 
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            1    worst kind."  I was also heartened to hear the Obama 

            2    Administration state on a number of occasions that they -- 

            3    that the Administration would restore the appropriate role 

            4    of science in policy making.  

            5              It's not just government agencies that recognize 

            6    the lack of scientific information, but also some other 

            7    well-known public figures.  And Governor Sean Parnell is 

            8    quoted as saying, "The Arctic literally needs to be put on 

            9    the map.  Scientific research and economic exploration are 

           10    set back by low quality, decades old mapping data.  There 

           11    is no accurate baseline to measure change, to identify 

           12    trends and patterns or predict potential outcomes."  

           13              Senator Lisa Murkowski stated not long ago, "We 

           14    can be smart and we can be proactive, but it's getting the 

           15    information we so desperately need and making sure we have 

           16    the research there, making sure that we're following the 

           17    science and really working to prepare.  Our challenge will 

           18    be to make sure that we have actually put things in place 

           19    before we see the level of activity increase."

           20              On the question of oil spill response 

           21    preparedness, as observed by the National Oceanic and 

           22    Atmospheric Administration, "Oil spills under ice or in 

           23    ice-covered waters are the most challenging to deal with 

           24    simply because they cannot be contained or recovered 

           25    effectively with current technology."
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            1              Currently there is simply no credible capacity 

            2    to clean up a large oil spill in the severe weather and 

            3    broken ice conditions common in the Arctic Ocean where it 

            4    is dark half the year.  There is no realistic way to stage 

            5    a large scale oil spill response effort on the North Slope 

            6    which lacks basic infrastructure, such as roads, hotels, 

            7    and port facilities.  There is no fishing fleet, and the 

            8    nearest Coast Guard base is about one thousand miles away 

            9    in Kodiak.  

           10              I noted at a hearing not terribly long ago that 

           11    when a representative from the oil industry was asked 

           12    about how they would mount an oil spill response on the 

           13    North Slope, they noted that their command center would be 

           14    in Anchorage, which is, of itself, instructive.  

           15              The Oil Spill Commission's report documents a 

           16    serious response gap in the Arctic.  There is currently no 

           17    credible plan for the Arctic to handle a loss of well 

           18    control event, a blowout, late in the drilling season 

           19    during freeze-up.  Moreover, the impact of large spill 

           20    dispersant use in the Arctic Ocean has never been 

           21    evaluated.  

           22              Again, some quotes from unlikely sources can 

           23    help make this point.  Citing the experience in Norway, 

           24    Shell has stated, "Industry has studied and perfected 

           25    techniques for recovering oil in Arctic conditions."  That 
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            1    one is worth reading again.  "The industry has studied and 

            2    perfected techniques for recovering oil in Arctic 

            3    conditions," relying upon -- or citing the experience in 

            4    Norway.  By contrast, the Norwegian Coast Guard recently 

            5    stated in regard to the ongoing oil spill event, "There is 

            6    relatively little experience in oil spill response 

            7    operations in ice in Norwegian waters."

            8              I would just simply like to conclude by 

            9    recommending that for all of the reasons noted, that there 

           10    is -- it is impossible to justify additional leasing in 

           11    the Arctic Ocean during the next 2012-2017 five-year 

           12    leasing plan.  We recommend further that oil and gas 

           13    exploratory activity on existing leases be deferred until 

           14    there is a comprehensive integrated research and 

           15    monitoring program in place and that is providing the 

           16    needed information to inform and evaluate the basis for 

           17    policy decisions on -- further on whether, when, and where 

           18    and how to proceed; that ecologically important areas, 

           19    including areas for subsistence, are identified and 

           20    deferred from leasing in oil and gas activity; and 

           21    finally, that BOEM has approved and the industry and the 

           22    Coast Guard have the necessary resources in place and the 

           23    safety plans and technology which have been demonstrated 

           24    to be effective and proven to work in Arctic Alaska.  

           25              In the face of the overwhelming lack of 



                         MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100      

�

                                                                        71



            1    scientific understanding of the Arctic Ocean and the 

            2    inability to clean up an oil spill in Arctic waters, the 

            3    federal government cannot make an informed decision about 

            4    whether to lease Arctic waters, and no additional lease 

            5    sales should be scheduled in the Chukchi and Beaufort 

            6    Seas.  

            7              Thank you very much for this opportunity to 

            8    comment.  

            9                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Alicia Egan.  

           10                    MS. ALICIA EGAN:  Thank you.  Well, it's 

           11    an unusual opportunity that I have been afforded this 

           12    evening, as I recall a time where Ted Danson was present 

           13    to testify and many following him were not provided the 

           14    opportunity, so I appreciate this time this evening.  

           15              My name is Alicia Egan.  That's A-L-I-C-I-A.  

           16    Egan is E-G-A-N.  I was not able to provide testimony a 

           17    week and a half ago because of the flag football games of 

           18    two of my sons.  So thank you for this opportunity this 

           19    evening.  

           20              I appreciate that I'm amongst Elders who have 

           21    preceded my family's arrival here in this great state.  My 

           22    mother's family is Choctaw and Cherokee Indian.  They 

           23    eventually migrated to Alaska in the early 50s.  My father 

           24    was drafted into Vietnam and met my mother upon his 

           25    assignment to Fort Richardson in the early '60s.  
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            1              My husband and I were both born and raised here, 

            2    and we have chosen to remain here to raise all three of 

            3    our children, who are now 11, seven and four.  I am one of 

            4    five, and my husband is one of six children.  Between our 

            5    two families, we have 23 nieces and nephews and two great 

            6    nieces and nephews that call this great state home.  

            7              All of our livelihoods are derived and directly 

            8    supported by the oil and gas activities in this state.  

            9              However, this evening I represent the interests 

           10    of Prosperity Alaska, a nonprofit of which I am the newly 

           11    hired Executive Director.  So on behalf of Prosperity 

           12    Alaska, representing nearly 30 Alaskan businesses and 

           13    industry associations and thousands of Alaskan workers, I 

           14    submit the following comments to encourage a robust oil 

           15    and gas leasing program for the years of 2012 to 2017.  

           16              Estimates suggest that U.S. oil production will 

           17    decline 13 percent this year and energy prices have 

           18    spiked.  Yet Alaskans continually witness attempts to lock 

           19    up our resources, from tactics such as the faux moratorium 

           20    to regulatory and permitting delays that discourage 

           21    leaseholders development.  As this country begins to move 

           22    toward economic recovery, we must act now to produce our 

           23    domestic supply of oil and end this regulatory game 

           24    playing.  

           25              Responsible development of the OCS would mean 
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            1    the increase of hundreds of billions of dollars invested 

            2    here in this country, tens of thousands of new jobs and a 

            3    significant reduction in our reliance on foreign sources 

            4    of energy.  

            5              The Alaska OCS alone represents the opportunity 

            6    of boosting U.S. oil production anywhere from 20 to 40 

            7    percent, with the potential of one to two million barrels 

            8    per day.  The projected multibillion dollar revenue stream 

            9    into this state will extend the life of the Trans-Alaska 

           10    oil pipeline, improve the economic viability of the 

           11    proposed natural gas pipeline from the North Slope to the 

           12    Lower 48, and anchor Alaska's long-term economic 

           13    stability.  

           14              Alaskans depend on 87 percent of our state's 

           15    operating budget on oil.  Let me say that again.  Alaskans 

           16    depend on oil for 87 percent of our state's operating 

           17    budget.  Our families, neighborhoods, communities and 

           18    children's futures depend on the stability of our economy.  

           19    The roadmap to prosperity for Alaskans includes the 

           20    availability of local well-paying jobs that are a direct 

           21    result of availability of investment opportunities.  The 

           22    OCS is one.  

           23              To encourage investment, a robust five-year 

           24    leasing strategy should efficiently progress through the 

           25    EIS, should not further exclude areas from development, 



                         MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100      

�

                                                                        74



            1    and not hinder progress once leases are awarded, but 

            2    encourage swift production.  

            3              I urge you to develop a strong, straightforward 

            4    and robust leasing program for Alaska's OCS.  Thank you.  

            5                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you very much.  

            6    And for the record, all individuals who attended our 

            7    previous scoping meeting here in Anchorage who signed in 

            8    and indicated that they wished to comment who presented 

            9    themselves here tonight have spoken, which was the primary 

           10    goal.  So we got that done.  

           11              I'd like to just take this time to introduce our 

           12    team here that's worked on this project.  Dr. Kendall.  

           13    Jim is here as our Acting Regional Director.  In the back 

           14    of the room, John Callahan is our public affairs person.  

           15    Mary Cody is a very important person on our staff who is 

           16    heavily involved in environmental analysis work.  Just 

           17    wave.  Charlie Broadwater from our headquarters group, and 

           18    Gene Augustine.  Gene.  Gene is a coordinator in our 

           19    environmental group.  

           20              Mary Vavrik, who is producing a verbatim 

           21    transcript.  Mike Haller, our new -- not so new anymore, 

           22    but newest community liaison.  Michael has had a big part 

           23    in organizing this round of public scoping meetings that 

           24    started about, it seems like, almost a month ago -- 

           25                    MR. MICHAEL HALLER:  February 14th.  
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            1                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  -- when we went wheels 

            2    up for Kotzebue.  Any questions about this project and 

            3    this initiative and what happens next?  

            4                    MR. ARTHUR LAKE:  I'm wondering about 

            5    where else you are going besides the urban centers of the 

            6    state of Alaska.  Are you going out to the communities 

            7    along the Bering Sea?  And I know that you have already, 

            8    and in some instances missed some communities because of 

            9    weather.  I'm wondering if you will be going back to those 

           10    communities that you were supposed to have visited before.

           11                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Rather than supposed 

           12    to have visited, here is the way I'd like to look at it:  

           13    Made a good faith effort to try to get in and -- I know 

           14    I'm not telling you anything you don't know.  Just you get 

           15    above 40 knots and you get below a quarter of a mile 

           16    visibility, and you don't get in.  Or sometimes you get 

           17    in, as was described earlier, you don't get out.  And as 

           18    much as we would like to change it, we have a time 

           19    schedule, and so we tried to get in and we didn't.  

           20              And we went to Kotzebue and we had 

           21    government-to-government consultation meetings with the 

           22    Kotzebue IRA.  We had a meeting with Mayor Whiting, the 

           23    mayor of the Northwest Arctic Borough, and we had a public 

           24    scoping meeting with community members in Kotzebue, got 

           25    weathered out of Point Hope, weathered out of Point Lay.  
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            1    Actually, a dual problem in Point Lay.  The weather was 

            2    bad.  It was blizzard conditions.  And the equipment to 

            3    provide data on the runway condition was out.  

            4              Went -- split the team in two and went into 

            5    Wainwright and over to Barrow.  We held a special scoping 

            6    meeting for whaling captains who were in Barrow for the 

            7    AEWC mini convention in Barrow because we wanted to get 

            8    their input and wouldn't have been able to do it had we 

            9    have been in Point Hope and Point Lay with them over in 

           10    Barrow.  So we did get that meeting done, and we did talk 

           11    to any and all whaling captains and others from Point Lay 

           12    and Point Hope who happened to be in Barrow at that time, 

           13    while the other part of our team held a 

           14    government-to-government consultation meeting with the 

           15    Native Village of Wainwright and a public scoping meeting 

           16    with the community in Wainwright.  

           17              Then we had a government-to-government 

           18    consultation meeting with the Native Village of Barrow.  

           19    We had a government-to-government consultation meeting 

           20    with the Inupiat Community of the Arctic Slope.  They were 

           21    unable to get together a quorum while we were in Barrow, 

           22    but we held a public scoping meeting in Barrow.  And later 

           23    on we held a government-to-government consultation meeting 

           24    via teleconference with the Inupiat Community of the 

           25    Arctic Slope.  
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            1              We held a government-to-government consultation 

            2    meeting and public scoping meeting in Nuiqsut and a 

            3    government-to-government consultation meeting and a public 

            4    meeting in Kaktovik.  

            5              Then we got here to Anchorage, and we held a 

            6    public scoping meeting here in Anchorage and got a record 

            7    number of people to attend with absolutely no movie stars 

            8    present.  We had one meeting prior to that where Ted 

            9    Danson came.  And I think some people came just to see Ted 

           10    Danson.  But -- and we are going to, in the future, given 

           11    the increased interest here in Anchorage, go to a larger 

           12    venue, probably the Loussac Library the next time around.  

           13              So that's what we have done in the time frame 

           14    that our headquarters folks, our leadership, has given us 

           15    to conduct scoping pursuant to the provisions of NEPA, 

           16    conduct government-to-government consultation meetings 

           17    pursuant to Executive Order 13175.  And it's my position 

           18    that we have exceeded the requirements of NEPA.  We would 

           19    like to do more.  

           20              And with respect to government-to-government 

           21    consultation, we are working with the Fish & Wildlife 

           22    Service and some other colleagues or other federal 

           23    agencies because there is really a situation in place 

           24    where sometimes -- and it was mentioned, I think, six 

           25    times the number of federally recognized tribes that are 
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            1    here in Alaska; 229.  There are also 150 corporations.  So 

            2    if I do the math right, that's 379.  If an agency has an 

            3    action that has an implication that requires 

            4    government-to-government consultation and was required to 

            5    because the tribal governments wanted them to hold 

            6    face-to-face meetings, it would take an awfully lot of 

            7    people and a tremendously long amount of time.  

            8              So what we are trying to do is use information 

            9    technology tools to share information and get 

           10    communication going via the Internet.  I know many people 

           11    now, even in Arctic communities and other rural and remote 

           12    communities in Alaska, have Internet access and are 

           13    communicating substantial and meaningful information to 

           14    other governments and to each other via the Internet.  So 

           15    it's a tool, and we would like to use it.  

           16              Doesn't mean that that means you ignore the 

           17    consultation policy of the individual tribes because each 

           18    individual tribe certainly has an opportunity and a right 

           19    to conduct consultation in accordance with their wishes 

           20    and ways that work best for them.  Well -- 

           21                    MS. FAYE EWAN:  I traveled 200 miles to 

           22    come down here to speak at this hearing here.  

           23                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  And now you are 

           24    speaking.  

           25                    MS. FAYE EWAN:  And I feel like the voices 
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            1    of the tribal government -- 

            2                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Could you state your 

            3    name?  

            4                    MS. FAYE EWAN:  -- your fiduciary trust 

            5    responsibility the United States government has -- my name 

            6    is Faye Ewan.  I'm from Native Village of Kluti Kaah.  I'm 

            7    from Cooper River.  I have children from North Slope.  

            8    They have families up there.  And I feel myself, my 

            9    opinion on this meeting here is not about civil war.  It's 

           10    not about integrity.  It's about us trying to speak up to 

           11    protect our land, our people.  How much more segregation 

           12    do our people have to go through to get our voice heard.  

           13              The federal fiduciary trust responsibility to 

           14    our people is what the federal law has to uphold.  It 

           15    doesn't matter how many people you talk to as long as you 

           16    gets your due process done.  And I feel that these oil 

           17    companies here, they paid these guys off well to sit here 

           18    and take away what we have.  

           19              We have not destroyed our land.  We have not 

           20    developed it because we are not starving.  The land takes 

           21    care of us.  The people knows that.  We are natural 

           22    biologists.  We were born and raised here.  We didn't just 

           23    show up here.  We did not just come here to tell you how 

           24    we feel, that we showed this prejudice and unwanted blood 

           25    here.  We have half-breeds in our family.  We have blood 
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            1    of our people that are your people from England.  

            2              I'm sorry, but I just can't keep quiet because 

            3    my people come from Cook Inlet.  My family is from Arctic 

            4    Slope.  These guys from the coast are all my relatives.  

            5    Even though I'm Athabaskan, I'm a Dene.  

            6              I'm sorry I had to interrupt this meeting, but I 

            7    think that we should all be treated equally.  I don't put 

            8    you down.  I don't go to Walmart and tell you guys not to 

            9    go there.  I don't take your food from you guys.  I sit 

           10    here in this village here and I live off the land.  And I 

           11    tell you what:  The cost of gas is five bucks a gallon.  

           12    The cost of milk is $10.  Everything you buy in the 

           13    village is so high priced.  Do you think Shell Company 

           14    care about what goes on in our backyard?  No.  

           15              This is one thing I wanted to say at this 

           16    meeting here.  If we are going to work together in 

           17    developing, let's do it the right way where we're all 

           18    safe, where we can still live peacefully.  How can you 

           19    guys live without cars and Walmart, Costcos and Sam's Club 

           20    around here?  We don't do that to you.  

           21              We are spiritual people.  We're the people from 

           22    this land, and we will continue to live here.  I'm a 

           23    great-grandmother.  My great-grandchildren are going to 

           24    have grandkids.  This is why we are here to speak up to 

           25    hear about this -- hear about this oil company.  
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            1              You can have fiduciary trust responsibility 

            2    meetings and consultation with all the tribes, which is 

            3    the government's responsibility.  That is your job.  Don't 

            4    be telling him ten minutes about what you have been doing 

            5    and where you have been.  We know what you are doing.  We 

            6    watch you closely.  

            7              The oil companies, they dumped oil in Prince 

            8    William Sound.  I live off of Copper River.  There is 

            9    environmental issues regarding the trees, the birds.  

           10    Everything was destroyed.  You think the oil company -- 

           11    that pipeline goes through my backyard in Copper River.  

           12    You think they gave us kids -- my children one dollar for 

           13    scholarship?  Nothing.  And what do you guys want from us?  

           14    You want to develop this land that's been untouched, and 

           15    it's not right.  I'm sorry.  But that's all right with me.  

           16              I just wanted to say my piece.  Thank you.  

           17                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you very much.  

           18    Ma'am, for the record what village are you from?  

           19                    MS. FAYE EWAN:  I'm from Alaska.  

           20                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  If you have a 

           21    question, I'd like to answer the questions before we close 

           22    the meeting.  

           23                    MS. BETSY BEARDSLEY:  Are you going to let 

           24    the other people testify?  He came from Kotzebue for this 

           25    meeting.  I think you should allow the people that came 
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            1    from out of town to testify.  

            2                    AN UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  I'd like an 

            3    opportunity as a citizen.  

            4                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  The purpose of this 

            5    meeting -- and I know from the list that there were people 

            6    that were placed on the list because you contacted me.  

            7                    MS. BETSY BEARDSLEY:  You have 20 minutes 

            8    left.  You can let the people from out of town 

            9    representing tribal organizations --

           10                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  I will call on the 

           11    people that have their hands raised.  There are some 

           12    people that have their hands raised, and I'd be happy to 

           13    call on them.  Okay.  Right behind Mr. Lake.  I think 

           14    that's what you are talking about, right?  

           15                    MS. BETSY BEARDSLEY:  I am talking about 

           16    there are several people that are here from out of town 

           17    that put their names on the list tonight to testify, and 

           18    they were told by Michael Haller earlier that they would 

           19    get a chance to testify.  And you just said that you are 

           20    going to close the meeting after --

           21                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  I have the list right 

           22    here, Betsy, and your name is on the list, and I called 

           23    those people.  

           24                    MS. BETSY BEARDSLEY:  I'm not talking 

           25    about myself.  I'm talking about these other people.  
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            1                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  I understand that.  I 

            2    called on people that were on the list, and they were put 

            3    on the list even though they weren't at the meeting, the 

            4    last scoping meeting that -- they didn't come to that 

            5    meeting, so they weren't amongst the group of people who 

            6    came to that meeting that indicated that they wanted to 

            7    speak but couldn't speak, which is why we held this 

            8    meeting tonight.  That was the primary purpose of holding 

            9    this meeting tonight.  And on the list -- hang on a 

           10    second.  Just so I can get this across so I can address 

           11    that, and then I can get to where I think she wants to go, 

           12    because there is a gentleman, I saw his hand, I meant to 

           13    call on him.  

           14              There are some people on the list that came up 

           15    and testified.  They weren't here at the last meeting.  

           16    There are two individuals, and they were here, I think, 

           17    because you contacted our agency and we put them on the 

           18    list so that they could speak.

           19                    MS. BETSY BEARDSLEY:  I know that, sir, 

           20    but there are other people here and we are running out of 

           21    time.  

           22                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  I understand that 

           23    there are other people here.  Okay.  Yes, sir.  Do you 

           24    want the microphone?  

           25                    MR. AUTAMUK ENOCH SHIEDT:  My name is 
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            1    Autamuk, A-U-T-A-M-U-K, Enoch, E-N-O-C-H, Shiedt, 

            2    S-H-I-E-D-T.  I'm from Kotzebue.  I represent 11 villages.  

            3    And here is what I'm hearing, that you need tribal 

            4    consultation with the villages, not only on the coastal -- 

            5    I do have villages that's from the river that go to the 

            6    coast to harvest.  This is a big ocean you are talking 

            7    about, and this is what we live on.  

            8              There are impacts just from the sound that are 

            9    being done and the studies that are being done out there, 

           10    and you -- and yet the last two days we hear that you are 

           11    not impacting too many sea mammals.  You forget, and the 

           12    way I could get it is you started with a low sound and you 

           13    still count few walrus, few beluga, few whales when there 

           14    is thousands and thousands of beluga, walrus and whales.  

           15    You start slow so you could scare them off and say we are 

           16    not impacting from the sound.  Okay.  

           17              These are the whales that could swim away.  What 

           18    about the bottom fish, the sea mammals live off?  If you 

           19    have the technology to do what you are doing to find oil, 

           20    maybe you could get the crabs and the fish and extract 

           21    them and see how much damage you are doing to them.  If 

           22    you are doing damage to the fish, you are doing damage to 

           23    the sea mammals.  

           24              And you say you discharge from oil and gas 

           25    activities.  I work as natural resource coordinator over 
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            1    ten years.  I hate to say this, but in my town in 

            2    Kotzebue, our city discharge to the bay with a permit from 

            3    tailing ponds.  I hate to say this, but I get calls from 

            4    my fellow Natives saying our fish are smelling like sewage 

            5    because the discharge, the fish think it's food and they 

            6    eat it.  Reason why I know, I send out samples, and about 

            7    eight and a half miles of dead fish from where they -- 

            8    they discharge up the river, and I did not go toward the 

            9    ocean where the current was.  That's the discharge.  I'm 

           10    scared these marine lines and these big ships you use when 

           11    they discharge, not from the sewage, but when you are 

           12    digging and whatever is in there.  

           13              These activities -- the ocean is our garden.  

           14    What happens in the ocean could impact us in the river.  

           15    Why?  Our fish migrate from the river to the ocean to do 

           16    their thing and get fat and go back.  You are not only 

           17    going to hurt just the sea mammals.  You are going to hurt 

           18    other fish up the river.  And you tell me, if there is an 

           19    oil spill, how are you going to clean it up?  I think it's 

           20    next to impossible because you can't because due to the 

           21    ice.  

           22              I know that current moves, and when it decide to 

           23    pile up, it will pile how many stories high.  And it will 

           24    have big icebergs out there.  And if you happen to spill, 

           25    just before you close out your exploration and you have a 
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            1    spill and you have two weeks left and it's going to ice 

            2    up, how are you going to clean that?  Tell me.  I will be 

            3    amazed if you find a plan I could approve.  And if you get 

            4    people to look at it, I would love to look at it.  I will 

            5    be the first in line.  

            6              This is going to hurt us, also.  If they do find 

            7    exploration, they find oil and they start hauling that 

            8    fuel out where you find it, other marine lines that do 

            9    come through, through the narrows -- what I call narrows 

           10    is between Russia and Nome and Kotzebue and Point Hope.  

           11    That's going to do a lot of damage because that's where 

           12    our sea mammals migrate through from below Dillingham, 

           13    from the Aleutians past Barrow.  

           14              This is not only going to impact the North 

           15    Slope.  You are going to impact thousands and thousands of 

           16    miles because as a Native hunter, I hunt where -- I hunted 

           17    with kayak and I blow.  My grandpa showed me how to blow.  

           18    And I was nine years old when I dragged two oogruks in a 

           19    kayak.  I'm talking from years of experience, and I'm 

           20    getting close to 70.  This is what the Native food did to 

           21    me.  I'm proud of it.  For being close to 70, it's not 

           22    bad.  

           23              That say, this land, if you take care of it, 

           24    will take care of you.  So what you need to do is go to 

           25    the tribes for consultation.  And you say you get 
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            1    weathered in.  You should make an extra effort to go back 

            2    and make it -- that you go back and not use your private 

            3    plane.  The pilot probably don't know the weather and the 

            4    conditions as our local pilots.  And they don't worry.  

            5    You are worried about time.  We Natives have time.  And 

            6    you expect us to make time for you.  Vice versa.  You make 

            7    time for us.  We need this time to protect our land.  

            8              And Betsy got a call from one of the villages, 

            9    from a tribal council member saying that you guys did not 

           10    go to Point Hope and did not have a 

           11    government-to-government consultation with Point Hope.  

           12    It's one of the heavy takers.  The reason why I know Point 

           13    Hope and Kivalina is heavy takers, when I was young when 

           14    they were doing Project Chariot, I was hired by their 

           15    scientist to take him around.  And I was nine.  God bless 

           16    me for this, I said.  I'll take you if you give me the 

           17    final results in the book.  I receive the book when I was 

           18    33 years old.  In the book, the surveys, and all it proved 

           19    to us that the Natives depended on the Chukchi Sea 

           20    heavily; not only Kivalina, not only Point Hope; Noatak, 

           21    too, Kotzebue, Buckner and Deering.  These are my 

           22    villages.  And this is our garden.  And this is our life.  

           23              And I would like to get more chance for people 

           24    to testify in the hub villages or in other village that's 

           25    being at the coastal, not only that village you pick.  
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            1    There is villages all the way from Dillingham because when 

            2    we satellite tag them seals in Kotzebue, within a few days 

            3    they will be foraging on the other side, on the Russia 

            4    side.  You want those?  I'll give them to you.  

            5              It's amazing how fast they could go just to 

            6    forage, just a few [indiscernible] what we did and just to 

            7    prove it to us, because the one you are talking about here 

            8    when the sea mammals are migrating north, they are good 

            9    and fat, yet there is so much feed up north, they even 

           10    come back fatter.  When we shoot them and harvest them, we 

           11    don't -- I don't subsist; I harvest for my food.  They 

           12    will float because there is enough oil in them to float.  

           13    Even a beluga will float.  This is what I am saying.  

           14              It's not only going to impact the sea mammals; 

           15    the food chain, also.  Thank you.  

           16                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  I don't remember who 

           17    had a question first, but I think it was you, Mr. Harris, 

           18    that I saw your hand was up earlier.  

           19                    MR. DAVID HARRISON:  David Harrison.  And 

           20    I just wanted to make a comment, not so much for everybody 

           21    here, but all of the supporters of the Alaska Native 

           22    people.  I would recommend that we send out a notice to 

           23    all of the villages making a recommendation for the 

           24    Department, for the agencies, to go into every village for 

           25    a government-to-government consultation because the 
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            1    continued drilling or proposed drilling is going to damage 

            2    our food sources.  And if they allow this, then it was -- 

            3    like I said earlier, it's creating conditions of life 

            4    calculated to bring about the physical destruction of the 

            5    group in whole or part; in other words, genocide.  

            6                    YOLANDA:  What I see tonight is, once 

            7    again, it looks like they all, mining companies, dominate 

            8    and control and manipulate this meeting again.  My name is 

            9    Yolanda.  

           10                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Are you from here in 

           11    Anchorage?  

           12                    YOLANDA:  Yeah.  

           13                    MR. ARTHUR LAKE:  In reference to your 

           14    earlier -- about where you went, it does not matter -- 

           15    distance doesn't matter.  Time does not matter.  You have 

           16    still have an obligation.  And in order to do that, you 

           17    have to change the way you operate in order to -- in order 

           18    to ensure that tribal consultation and the 

           19    government-to-government relationship happens.  It doesn't 

           20    matter about time and distance.  It doesn't reduce your 

           21    responsibilities as a federal agency of the United States 

           22    government.  

           23                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Okay.  We are right up 

           24    on that 10:00 time period.  I thank you very much for 

           25    attending.  Sir, you have got the last word.  
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            1                    MR. DARRELL PETERSON:  My name is Darrell 

            2    Peterson.  I signed up on that list.  I came to Alaska a 

            3    long time ago.  I worked on Bristol Bay and Kodiak Island, 

            4    the fish canneries, and I have been a teacher for a long 

            5    time.  I retired.  I have been to the North Slope and I've 

            6    worked there.  And actually, I was out on the ice.  In 

            7    fact, the polar bear people came and talked to us, and we 

            8    were their eyes and ears.  That has nothing to do with 

            9    where I'm coming from.  

           10              I'm in favor of these leases because the big 

           11    reason is someone here mentioned that just across the way 

           12    is the Soviet Union and they are going to drill.  They are 

           13    going to drill, and it's going to be total.  It's going to 

           14    be any.  It's going to be the Chinese, because we have 

           15    given them all our money and they have got billions to 

           16    spend to drill, and they can reach across under the ground 

           17    20, 30 miles closer to you than what these guys are 

           18    talking about leasing here.  

           19              And I appreciate the fact that you guys need to 

           20    maintain your way of life out there.  I do.  I have been 

           21    there.  I like it.  I snowmachine.  I like going out at 20 

           22    below and doing my thing.  I like to hunt.  I grew up in a 

           23    town smaller than the ones you guys have talked about 

           24    here.  Thirty people.  I lived on elk meat and deer meat 

           25    most of my life.  Grew our own chickens and eggs.  
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            1              But the point here is, you don't have ten years.  

            2    They are going to take our money and they are going to 

            3    start drilling, and we are going to lose out.  And if you 

            4    haven't been to the Soviet Union to see how screwed up 

            5    those guys are, if you think we are bad, go over there.  I 

            6    have been there.  It's a disaster.  Every place you go is 

            7    a disaster.  They are paying us money to pick up their oil 

            8    spills from our companies.  

            9              We are hiring our oil companies to go over and 

           10    fix up their spills.  And they are not stopping pumping.  

           11    They are just trying to make it.  It's an ecological 

           12    disaster.  That's what you have got.  They're going to 

           13    give them the lease, and they are going to start drilling.  

           14    So what you guys need to do here is coming up with a plan 

           15    that's going to work.  You might have five years.  You may 

           16    not.  That's the reality.  

           17              And once the oil gets spilled underneath the 

           18    ground -- and they won't care.  The Russians don't care.  

           19    They could care less.  Go.  Take a good look.  Charter a 

           20    plane to Magadan, go out and look and see what a gulag 

           21    looks like.  You can get around and see they how they 

           22    treat the environment.  Go far north.  They rape and 

           23    pillage the land like unbelievable.  

           24              And I just hope these guys -- I hope our federal 

           25    government realizes that these oil companies will go where 
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            1    they can drill.  And they will -- no drilling rig at a 

            2    million dollars a day sitting there, no oil company can 

            3    afford that.  In fact, you and I as taxpayers, they write 

            4    that off.  And you contributed to watching Shell leave 

            5    that thing up there for $180 million and that came out of 

            6    our pockets because they wrote that off dollar for dollar 

            7    against us.  Okay.  

            8              Anyway, Darrell Peterson.  Thank you very much.  

            9                    MR. DAVID HARRISON:  Naturalize the oil 

           10    companies and get it over with.

           11                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  I'd like to thank 

           12    everybody for attending this evening and participating in 

           13    this important public process.  Please drive home safely 

           14    and have a good night.  

           15               (Proceedings adjourned at 10:05 p.m.)

           16               

           17               

           18               

           19               

           20               
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 1                      P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S
 2                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  I have three minutes
 3    after 7:00, so we are going to go ahead and get started,
 4    and see if we can get the folks out in the lobby to come
 5    in and join the fun.
 6              Thank you very much for coming.  We are going to
 7    go ahead and get started.  My name is Jeffery Loman, and I
 8    am the Deputy Regional Director for the Bureau of Ocean
 9    Energy Management Regulation and Enforcement.  Thank you
10    very much for coming.
11              Just to let you know that the primary purpose of
12    this meeting, it's required under the National
13    Environmental Policy Act, or NEPA, because my agency is
14    considering a major federal action, and that action is the
15    consideration of oil and gas lease sales nationwide.
16              Tonight we are going to focus, though, on the
17    Alaska OCS and even more specifically the Chukchi Sea, the
18    Beaufort Sea and Cook Inlet.  Those three planning areas
19    are, under this Administration, being considered for oil
20    and gas lease sales in a new five-year plan that starts in
21    2012 and goes to 2017.
22              Unlike many other five-year plans, there is no
23    preconceived notion for a number of lease sales in any of
24    those areas.  It's a clean, blank slate.  One of the
25    things that NEPA requires -- NEPA, the National
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 1    Environmental Policy Act, requires that an agency consider
 2    the no-action decision.  So we are kind of starting with
 3    that in that we have no preconceived notion that we should
 4    hold any sales at all in any of those three planning
 5    areas.
 6              A little bit of history:  In the past five-year
 7    plans, the one we are operating under now and the one
 8    prior to that, there were many sales decided upon in those
 9    plans.  They didn't all take place.  In the last five-year
10    plan, for example, this Administration decided not to hold
11    two sales in the Beaufort Sea, two sales in the Chukchi
12    Sea, and a sale in the North Aleutian Basin that was part
13    of that plan.  So what is decided upon in a five-year plan
14    doesn't always happen.
15              The Cook Inlet has been a special interest only
16    planning area, and there has not been any interest.  The
17    agency goes out to industry and tries to solicit their
18    interest.  And so for the last several years, including
19    under this most recent plan, there has been no interest in
20    the OCS or the federal waters of the Cook Inlet.
21              Tonight's meeting is really a special meeting, a
22    continuance of the meeting that we held, I believe it's
23    been two weeks now.  I'm losing track of time.  Almost two
24    weeks.  We held a meeting here.  We had a very large
25    number of attendees, so many that we couldn't get everyone
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 1    that came and indicated that they wanted to speak a chance
 2    to speak, so we decided to hold another meeting tonight.
 3              The folks that we are going to listen to
 4    first -- because the primary purpose of this meeting, as
 5    much as we might like to hear ourselves talk, is to listen
 6    to you and to listen to what you have to say about the
 7    decision to hold oil and gas lease sales from 2012 to 2017
 8    in that new five-year plan.  You also may want to add
 9    certain considerations in the environmental review for the
10    Secretary of the Interior to consider; for example, a set
11    of alternatives, numbers of sales, the timing of sales,
12    the kind of analysis that the Secretary's people, myself,
13    our staff here, should consider as we prepare this
14    environmental impact statement.
15              Last meeting folks talked about a very wide
16    range, starting with the general importance to the economy
17    of oil and gas in Alaska, the declining throughput in
18    TAPS, the lack of infrastructure, the lack of Coast Guard
19    presence in the Arctic especially, the tremendous distance
20    from the Coast Guard and spill response staging areas to
21    these planning areas in the Arctic.  We heard that from
22    many of the communities.
23              And just to let you know, we have held public
24    meetings in Kotzebue, in Wainwright, Barrow, Nuiqsut and
25    Kaktovik.  We were weathered out of Point Hope and Point
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 1    Lay.  We did meet with some people from Point Hope and
 2    Point Lay in Barrow.  They were attending the Alaska
 3    Eskimo Whaling Commission mini convention.  And we
 4    conducted government-to-government consultation with the
 5    tribes in all of those communities and the Inupiat
 6    Community of the Arctic Slope.
 7              So we have got a lot of input.  It's substantive
 8    input.  And we hope to continue collecting your comments
 9    tonight.
10              Any questions?  Any questions about why we're
11    here.
12              We are going to start taking comments right off
13    the list that we left off with.  And I have top of my list
14    in order of the sign-up at our last meeting -- Nick Horras
15    is not here?  Seat empty.  Carl Wassilie.
16              Just to let you know, please state and spell
17    your name for the -- our court reporter, Mary Vavrik.  She
18    does a breathtakingly tremendous job at this, providing a
19    verbatim transcript.  And if you have written material
20    that you are speaking from, she would appreciate that to
21    help to get a verbatim copy.  I'm going to pass the mike
22    back and forth.
23              And Carl, you have got the floor.
24                    MR. CARL WASSILIE:   Okay.  So thank you,
25    Mr. Loman.  And I appreciate the opportunity here today.
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 1    My name is Carl Wassilie.  That's C-A-R-L, Wassilie,
 2    W-A-S-S-I-L-I-E.  And I am Yup'ik.  We are from the --
 3    western Alaska, the Bering Sea.  We have roots all over
 4    the coast.  And our relatives are no different than the
 5    ecosystem and the animals that migrate from all over the
 6    world into the area that we call home.
 7              And I just want to get -- wanted to -- I
 8    appreciate the supplemental opportunity to get on the
 9    record, considering the difficulty of the last meeting.  I
10    know it was packed in here.
11              So a couple recommendations.  I like what the
12    public affairs recommendation was, was to have it in a
13    different venue where more involvement of the public could
14    be, as well as maybe doing random drawings instead of a
15    first-come, first-served.  I think that would be
16    recommended as far as public meetings.
17              Now, I stand in support of those that have been
18    before me, of course.  And our relationship with the water
19    is no separate than -- no separate than it could be
20    scientifically shown that when we come out of the womb of
21    our mother, there is a certain -- even the consistency and
22    the salinity of the womb is the same salinity of the
23    ocean.  And so when we speak in terms of Mother Earth and
24    this language, the English language, it's in that relation
25    that we are not separate from the ocean.  We are not
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 1    separate from the earth.
 2              And so I really want to support the -- those
 3    that have made the effort in Point Hope.  And there is --
 4    yeah.  I was given -- in 2007, Native Village of Point
 5    Hope expressed opposition to all leasing in the Outer
 6    Continental Shelf and the Chukchi and Beaufort Seas, as
 7    well as any seismic activity that relates to oil and gas
 8    exploration and development.  And I personally would like
 9    to support that and [indiscernible].
10              I also want to make sure that I think that the
11    traditional knowledge -- that one of my recommendations,
12    before you continue on with these lease sales -- I don't
13    support these lease sales.  One of my recommendations
14    would be to include traditional ecological knowledge.
15    Indigenous science is the truth.  It's based off of
16    thousands of years of observation, which are the basis of
17    Western science, even.  So you can follow these same
18    theories in Western science that have already been played
19    out for thousands of years with the indigenous people,
20    including the management of these returning ancestors,
21    which we call Fish & Wildlife in Western terms.
22              So I just wanted to put that out there as a
23    recommendation, to include traditional ecological
24    knowledge into the baseline.
25              And you know, with the lease sale 193, there
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 1    were some issues in the court even regarding the Western
 2    laws, the laws that were broken in allowing that lease
 3    sale.  Now we are dealing with those consequences at this
 4    point in time.  And I think it's important to look at
 5    those -- you know, the court decisions that were made
 6    in -- that came from the lawsuit with the 193 lease sale
 7    before we move on, as well as recommendations by the Gulf
 8    of Mexico Spill Commission that reviewed the recent spill
 9    in the Gulf of Mexico.  I think that the information and
10    recommendations are not completely relevant to Alaska
11    since there is -- we don't have the same infrastructure
12    for oil spill response, as you mentioned, Mr. Loman.  I
13    appreciate that.
14              One key point that I found in these lease sales
15    is that -- that's important for the future recommendations
16    before moving on to the next lease sale and also to
17    include tribal government, and that's a trust
18    responsibility of the United States, too.  So I think
19    including tribal governments before moving on with these
20    lease sales is a key component.  And that could be played
21    out with continuing planning in ocean policy.
22              The coastal marine spatial planning of one
23    specific area, there is lots of overlaps.  Like I said
24    before, what happens in the Chukchi with the movement of
25    the animals, the biological cycle, the ecosystem, it --
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 1    through the seasons they change.  The animals and fish are
 2    moving.  There is many, many reports by the Arctic Council
 3    as well as the international -- the Arctic Council is an
 4    international peer reviewed -- they have peer reviewed
 5    journals as well as mounds of information that could be --
 6    as well as recommendations that could be made regarding
 7    the oil and gas development in the Arctic.
 8              The Arctic is one of the key areas for
 9    biological diversity on the planet, which had not been
10    completely put onto paper.  Like I said, traditional
11    ecological knowledge, the methodology is -- the only
12    difference is the Western science has it written on paper;
13    traditional indigenous science is done by thousands of
14    years through the culture of speaking, interacting,
15    hands-on experiential education by using that science and
16    knowledge from our Elders.
17              So I think these -- that those key points would
18    be -- could be very well integrated before moving forward
19    on the lease sale.  So I appreciate the opportunity.  Once
20    again, I do support the Native Village of Point Hope and I
21    think that their concerns are documented with the seismic
22    testing that occurred and observations by indigenous
23    people on the Russian side of the economic exclusive zone
24    in which the animals were scared from -- scared over in
25    2006 surveys and 2007.
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 1              So I think that -- that's an important note to
 2    take as you move forward toward these developing ocean
 3    policies.  I thank the federal government for taking
 4    action to -- and this interest of preserving the heritage
 5    that we continue to enjoy in the people as well as the
 6    people that have this as their way of life.  It's hard to
 7    explain in English, but it's beyond any -- any definitions
 8    in the Western language -- it's very difficult -- with
 9    some of the Elders' knowledge that can be passed on.
10              Thank you.
11                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you.  Are you
12    Nick?
13                    MR. NICK HORRAS:  Yeah.
14                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Okay.  You missed your
15    chance.  Do you want to wait or are you ready?  Walked
16    right in and got the floor.  The floor is yours.  Go
17    ahead.  We need your name for the court reporter and any
18    written material.  You have it on laptop?  Just leave that
19    MacBook Pearl with her.
20                    MR. NICK HORRAS:  Thank you very much.  I
21    submitted my testimony on-line last session, not thinking
22    I was going to have a chance to be here tonight.  So thank
23    you for bringing us back together again tonight.  I
24    applaud the committee for doing that.  I think it's
25    important for the public process.
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 1              Good evening.  My name is Nick Horras.  That's
 2    N-I-C-K H-O-R-R-A-S, and I'm a resident of Anchorage.  I
 3    am grateful for this opportunity to express my opinion as
 4    a citizen on the issue before us today, oil and gas
 5    leasing on the Beaufort and Chukchi Seas.  While I
 6    appreciate this opportunity to present, I also recognize
 7    that my voice as an individual is not as loud or
 8    influential as the oil companies looking to obtain these
 9    leases.  Nonetheless, I felt it important to be here
10    tonight.
11              And even though I'm only one voice, I felt it
12    important to express my concerns about continued offshore
13    oil development in the Chukchi and Beaufort.  My greatest
14    concern is the precedent set by these leases.  When are we
15    going to focus more on renewable energy development, less
16    so on fossil fuels?  When are we going to stop poking
17    holes in pristine environments to extract more oil, the
18    stuff we are so beholden to and the stuff that causes
19    conflict around the world and environmental disaster in
20    our own backyards.
21              Every dollar invested in fossil fuel development
22    is one less dollar available for renewable energy
23    development.  But then, again, why wouldn't energy
24    companies be interested in continuing to seek new oil
25    prospects when their annual revenues are soaring at levels
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 1    of 200- to $300 billion a year?
 2              Thankfully the U.S. military is beginning to
 3    recognize our overdependence on oil, and they are now
 4    focusing on further developing fuel from algae for its
 5    jets and aircraft carriers.  Test flights and sailings
 6    have been successful, and renewal fuels like algae make us
 7    more secure, saves us money, and is entirely renewable.
 8    And the exciting part is that the military is actually
 9    pulling it off.  It's happening.  And it can be done
10    thanks to properly placed investments.
11              And I'll leave it to the scientists and
12    environmental groups to remind us of the extreme potential
13    for disaster and impact on the local flora and fauna in
14    the Beaufort and Chukchi.  My stance, my concern is our
15    continued reliance on oil, period.  We are slaves to it,
16    and it's causing us to explore these developments in the
17    Arctic and beyond, very risky developments, at that.
18              The Interior Department's advertisement for
19    tonight's session said we need to hear from you to ensure
20    that we address all relevant issues and alternatives.
21    Let's remember what our alternatives are:  Renewable
22    energy, renewable fuel, and discontinued reliance on crude
23    oil to fuel our world.
24              I encourage Secretary Salazar to continue to
25    take this into careful consideration before allowing any
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 1    further leasing in the Beaufort or Chukchi.  Thank you.
 2                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you.  Delice
 3    Calcote.
 4                    MS. DELICE CALCOTE:  My name is Delice
 5    Calcote, D-E-L-I-C-E C-A-L-C-O-T-E.  I'm from Afognak
 6    Island.  I'm of the Water Clan.  And you know, our island
 7    was surrounded by Exxon Valdez oil spill.  My grandfather
 8    put his hand into those pink foamy crystals, and my
 9    grandfather died two years ago of lesions in his brain.
10              May 17, 1993, the Supreme Court decision on the
11    Oklahoma and Sac and Fox case was a nine-to-zero decision.
12    There were no dissenters.  And Sandra Day O'Connor told
13    them, what we have here today are three jurisdictions:
14    federal, tribal, and State.
15              And I'd like to point out that Cook Inlet is a
16    historical bay.  It has historical bay status before we
17    were a state, before that illicit thing.
18              I serve as a Secretary for Cook Inlet Marine
19    Mammal Council, which is chartered by the Cook Inlet
20    tribes.  They formed a treaty amongst themselves in 1994.
21    And I also serve the tribes at Alaska Intertribal Council.
22    The points that I would like to note are that there is a
23    government-to-government policy with the tribes, all
24    federally recognized tribes.  And there is 229 of them
25    that are federally recognized tribes, and we have several
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 1    that aren't.
 2              As you are aware, Cook Inlet beluga is listed on
 3    the Endangered Species List.  And Cook Inlet treaty tribes
 4    opposed any five-year lease sale here in Cook Inlet area.
 5    We have many concerns:  The air quality here in the
 6    Southcentral area.  At the Alaska Forum on the Environment
 7    three years ago we were informed that the air quality in
 8    Southcentral area is at top mercury levels.  I don't know
 9    if anyone is aware that there is, you know, know several
10    platforms that flare 24 hours a day.  They don't even
11    allow that to happen on -- in California.
12              In our many meetings with NOAA, National Marine
13    Fisheries Service, we were informed several years ago that
14    our salmon here in Cook Inlet would be listed as an
15    endangered species.  So along with our beluga that are on
16    the Endangered Species Act, we as tribes are very
17    concerned about the status of the salmon species.
18              There are sounds and discharges from sewers
19    whose permits have been automatically renewed, thus
20    avoiding critical impact from the public and from the
21    tribes.  We are concerned about oil spills and sunken tugs
22    that still are in Cook Inlet, have not been removed from
23    that platform.  I think that was over at Granite Point.
24    And there is no technology to clean up oil from icy
25    waters.  We have cumulative impacts from oil and gas that
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 1    are not known in the Cook Inlet historical bay.
 2              There is cumulative impacts from this large
 3    amount of air traffic where they get to dump fuel and the
 4    military admitted that they had dumped fuel.  I can't
 5    remember what the number was, but I knew that it was a
 6    number for every single day of the year, plus some.  And
 7    that's -- they called it emergency dumping.  So I guess
 8    they have an emergency every day.  And what is the impact
 9    of that JP2 on our -- on our health, on the health of the
10    animals, the cumulative impacts to the environment.
11              And we have chemtrail dumping that's happening
12    over the Southcentral area without informing us, notifying
13    us, bypassing public input.  I believe that's called lack
14    of due process of law.  We have mixing zones out here that
15    have been changed.  They are not protecting our -- the
16    critical habitat area and keeping that clean where -- we
17    have the beluga over here that use the Upper Cook Inlet
18    for their nursing and their birthing, feeding grounds.
19              We have over 200 abandoned oil pipelines in Cook
20    Inlet.  There is no plan for removing them.  They are just
21    going to stay there and rot.  And we have very serious
22    concerns about all the funds that were raised by all the
23    municipalities against the tribes and our stand on pushing
24    for the Endangered Species Act.  Our food takes priority
25    over development.


Midnight Sun Court Reporters







Page 17


 1              Along with the EIS which seems to be missing is
 2    the human health impacts.  We study the land, the
 3    environment.  Where is the human health impact?  What's
 4    the cumulative effects?  We are told by our ancestors and
 5    it's in our way that we make plans for seven generations
 6    later.  Where is the -- where is the plan for cleaning up
 7    Cook Inlet?  Where is the plan for keeping this air clean
 8    so that all of us enjoy clean air and clean water?  Every
 9    one of us needs clean air and clean water every day, not
10    just sometimes.  Every day.  And so do the animals.
11              Economy.  Where is the economy of our tribal
12    governments?  All this money that was raised by the -- by
13    the municipalities, where was the funds that came to the
14    tribes so that we could do studies?  We have been told
15    over and over by Minerals Management Service; now it's
16    BOEMRE.  We have asked for studies.  We wanted to have
17    traditional knowledge studies.
18              I'm the one who had to call them and ask them
19    after their budget -- after the federal budget was
20    approved and I wanted to know what happened to our
21    traditional knowledge study.  Oh, there were other things
22    that were more important was the answer.  So we got pushed
23    back to the back burner again.
24              I just want to say that I'm totally against any
25    planned development without lack of serious studying and
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 1    funding and significantly including our tribal governments
 2    of the Cook Inlet area.  And the Cook Inlet tribes are
 3    also supporting the North Slope tribes in the work that
 4    they are doing and standing against development in their
 5    critical areas for their food and for the furtherance
 6    seven generations down the line.
 7              I want to thank you for holding this again and
 8    for letting us say our say.  Thank you.
 9                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you very much.
10    Craig Sorenson.  Brian Lyke.  Mr. Harrison, you have the
11    floor.
12                    MR. DAVID HARRISON:  First of all,
13    Jeffery, I have to apologize for chewing you out at the
14    last meeting.  And I apologize for chewing you out at the
15    last meeting, and I thank you for holding this meeting.
16    My name is Tutchuda.  I am Ahtna Tana.  I am from Nay'dini
17    aa Na'.  I said it's my Indian name.  Is Tutchuda.  My
18    English name is David Harrison.
19              I'm from the Copper River people.  I domicile in
20    my village of Chickaloon.  I don't reside in Alaska.  My
21    ancestors have been here since time immemorial.  They have
22    been recorded right here in Cook Inlet for over 25,000
23    years.  Everyone in this room who is not indigenous is a
24    Johnny-come-lately.  And they have come here to partake in
25    our country, and we have shared our country with you.  We
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 1    protected our country, and none of our people were walking
 2    around starving.  None of our people were walking up and
 3    down these streets in these cities without a place to live
 4    or food to eat.  We all had a place.  We all worked
 5    together.
 6              Our people, after sharing our country with you,
 7    have been pushed to the back of the bus.  And you have
 8    done this because you see our resources.  They are not
 9    your resources.  They are not the federal government's
10    resources.  They are not the State of Alaska's resources.
11    They are the indigenous people of Alaska's resources.
12                    AN UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Thank you.
13                    MR. DAVID HARRISON:  They are our
14    resources that the creator put here to take care of us.
15    And they gave us the responsibility to take care of them
16    because if we take care of them, it will take care of us.
17    It will provide everything that we need to exist in this
18    world today, not just for a couple of years, not until
19    this oil runs out or the coal runs out or the gas runs out
20    or the timber runs out or the fish run out or any of the
21    marine mammals, the land animals, the moose, the caribou,
22    the sheep.
23              These resources, in our opinion, are not for
24    sale.  These oil and gas resources can be viewed as no
25    differently than the blood that flows through your veins.
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 1    This world depends on keeping that oil and gas where it's
 2    at, no differently than your need to keep the blood in
 3    your body where it's at.
 4              You want to drink oil?  You go right ahead.  We
 5    will see how long you last.  You want to drink clean
 6    water?  You will live a long time.  You want to breathe
 7    clean air?  You will live a long time.  These resources
 8    are a necessity for all existence.  We need to keep them
 9    where they at.
10              I'm the Executive Director for the Alaska
11    Intertribal Council.  I advocate in behalf of 229
12    federally recognized tribes in Alaska.  At the end of last
13    year, they elected me unanimously to chair the
14    organization.  That's pretty uncommon whenever you are
15    dealing with the diversity of indigenous people and the
16    indigenous nations that are in Alaska.  And there are
17    seven.  And this is their country.  It's not the State's.
18    It's not the federal government.
19              And the State of Alaska, at every chance they
20    get, they are creating genocide against Alaska Native
21    people.  And I say that and I mean that because they are
22    creating conditions of life that are calculated to bring
23    about the physical destruction of the Alaska Native people
24    in whole and in part.
25              The United States passed a genocide act in 1988.
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 1    It's been in existence since 1953 on the international
 2    level.  The United States acknowledged when they became a
 3    territory and when they became signatory to the United
 4    Nations charter, their obligation was to bring the
 5    indigenous people up to determine their own future.
 6    Instead, a couple world wars happened.
 7              Who created Alaska?  The State?  Not Alaska
 8    Native people.  They were refused the right to vote on
 9    statehood.  Say, oh, you gave it up under ANCSA.  Which of
10    these villages gave those people, those 576 people, the
11    right to speak in behalf of almost 80,000 at that time?
12    There is not one village that I know of that gave any of
13    those people an opportunity or the right to speak in their
14    behalf.
15              In 1971, the federal government, the State, the
16    oil companies, terminated another act of genocide, all of
17    our children born after December 18, 1971.  And then you
18    wonder why we are angry.  You wonder why our kids are
19    angry.  You wonder why there is such disparity among our
20    peoples.  Things haven't been put right.
21              You have an opportunity to make sure that not
22    only our children, but your children have a clean place to
23    live in this world.  If you don't, shame on you.  Tell
24    your kids that you helped kill them.  You helped make it
25    so that they had to spend hundreds and hundreds of
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 1    thousands of dollars buying bottled water that's been
 2    filtered instead of drinking clean, pure, pristine water.
 3    Tell them that.  I will have to tell my grandchildren.
 4    And I'm the father of ten children.  I have 13
 5    grandchildren.  I'm speaking for all of them.
 6              And I stand here today emphatically opposed to
 7    any more oil and gas development in Alaska onshore,
 8    offshore, wherever.  There are so many holes drilled out
 9    there and there is so much oil that's already there.  The
10    State of Alaska says, oh, the pipeline is a third full.
11    There is no excuse for that because they have already
12    found the oil to fill that thing up for many more hundreds
13    of years.
14              Why are we, the indigenous people, living in
15    poverty with all of these resources that the federal
16    government and the State of Alaska have ripped from our
17    lands?  Not only the coal, oil and gas, the timber, the
18    fish.  Who is suffering?  Not the State, not the Feds, but
19    Alaska's indigenous people are suffering because the
20    federal government and the State of Alaska refuse to abide
21    by their own laws.
22              The State of Alaska Constitution, Article 12,
23    Section 12 states the State and its people shall forever
24    disclaim any and all fishing rights forever to the Alaska
25    Native people.  Alaska Native people try and go out there
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 1    and catch our fish so that we can live.  The State comes
 2    and arrests us.  They want you as a sport fisherman to
 3    collect their dollar because they are telling you you are
 4    a sport fisherman.
 5              Many people who live in Alaska fish and hunt and
 6    eat it.  And if you think it's fun to go out and kill an
 7    animal, then you need to go to API, the Alaska Psychiatric
 8    Institute, to get your head examined because it's not fun
 9    to go out and to kill an animal and play with it just
10    because the State says you can.
11              It's important that we maintain the health of
12    our food sources.  We have seen just recently in the
13    Nordic countries where they have had that oil spill over
14    there, the technology is not available for cleaning oil
15    spill up out of the Arctic.  We have seen in Prince
16    William Sound the oil companies cannot be trusted.  We
17    have seen the lack of responsibility from the federal
18    government and the State of Alaska because there are still
19    ten million barrels of oil in Prince William Sound on the
20    beaches.  Those communities still are suffering from that
21    spill.  How many years later?  Those oil companies were
22    told to pay money.  They still haven't paid.  They still
23    haven't paid to clean it up.
24              And I'm going to ask the United States and the
25    State of Alaska, when are you going to stop kowtowing to
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 1    the oil industry?  When are you going to stop them from
 2    controlling and running Alaska state politics?
 3              The technology is already here for alternate
 4    energies that are clean energy.  We don't need the oil
 5    companies to continue to rape, pillage and plunder the
 6    resources, today, tomorrow, or next year, next week or the
 7    next hundred years.
 8              Thank you.
 9                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you,
10    Mr. Harrison.  Kathryn Hicks.
11                    MS. KATHRYN HICKS:  I didn't know I was
12    coming for a civil war here.  It's a little bit of a
13    surprise for me.  But last year -- last week when I was
14    here, many people spoke and stated my beliefs much better
15    than I can.  But I wanted to testify today that I think
16    this entire hearing is a waste of time.  This
17    Administration has made up its mind.  They want nothing
18    more than to shut down Alaska.  I was at the hearing on
19    February 25th and heard many intelligent statements.  I
20    watched Mr. Loman's face pucker every time somebody
21    testified that we need these leases in asking our
22    government to allow us to drill what should be our own
23    oil.  I realize that you think you can shut us down by
24    regulating us to death.  The Wilderness Society, Sierra
25    Club and all its minions want Alaska to be their own
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 1    national park.  The Obama Administration is doing all they
 2    can to comply.
 3              I can hardly wait for November 2012.  Trouble
 4    is, I don't know if our country will be here by then.  If
 5    the greenies were truly concerned about the environment,
 6    they would focus their energies on Russia and other Third
 7    World countries that have no environmental concerns
 8    whatsoever.  They aren't concerned about the environment.
 9    This is only a ruse to destroy American capitalism.
10                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you, Kathryn.
11    Mayor Sullivan.
12                    MAYOR DAN SULLIVAN:  Thank you very much.
13    Good evening.  Thank you for allowing me to testify.  For
14    the record, my name is Dan Sullivan, D-A-N
15    S-U-L-L-I-V-A-N.  I have the distinct honor and privilege
16    of serving as the mayor of Anchorage.  I'm also very
17    humbled to be in the room with folks who have different
18    points of view.  This is a good process, and it's good to
19    hear from everybody.  We don't always agree, but -- I'm
20    lifelong Alaskan, the son of lifelong Alaskans and several
21    generations before that, but I'm always humbled when I'm
22    in the room with folks whose generations span much longer
23    than mine, and I appreciate the viewpoints.
24              My jurisdiction as mayor spans nearly 2,000
25    square miles and includes approximately 300,000 residents,
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 1    which comprises over 40 percent of the entire population
 2    of Alaska.  And I'm speaking fairly narrowly about the
 3    interests of the residents that I represent as mayor.
 4              I'm testifying this evening to support including
 5    the Chukchi and Beaufort Seas and Cook Inlet waters in the
 6    five-year leasing program.  I strongly oppose any further
 7    delay of development of Alaska's offshore oil and gas
 8    resources.  The economic impact of choosing not to develop
 9    the Chukchi, Beaufort or Cook Inlet resource will be
10    devastating to the Anchorage economy.
11              Cook Inlet provides the natural gas that heats
12    our homes, schools, businesses, and military bases and
13    powers the turbines that provides most of our electricity.
14    Meeting these energy needs is essential to the personal
15    safety and well-being of all who live here.
16              In addition to our basic energy needs, Anchorage
17    is the state's economic center, and our local economy
18    relies heavily on the health of the Trans-Alaska pipeline.
19    It is simply essential to get more oil flowing through the
20    pipeline.  The proven resources available in the Chukchi
21    and Beaufort Seas are perhaps the most promising long-term
22    solution to maintaining the viability of TAPS.
23              The time is of the essence in moving development
24    projects forward.  Further delays threaten the viability
25    of the pipeline itself.  That would be an economic
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 1    disaster of national proportion.  I repeat, of national
 2    proportion, and the interesting thing would be of our
 3    choosing.
 4              We have natural disasters out there that we have
 5    no control over, whether it's a hurricane or an
 6    earthquake.  But to allow that pipeline to become inactive
 7    literally would be a disaster.  As a state and a nation,
 8    we need to responsibly move forward with domestic offshore
 9    energy production.
10              I encourage the Bureau of Ocean Energy
11    Management to continue its work to evaluate regulatory
12    structures that improve safety and spill response while
13    making sure offshore energy production is done both
14    responsibly but, as well, timely.
15              World events today show without question just
16    how fundamental Alaska's assets are to our national
17    security.  If the U.S. government does not provide a
18    reasonable regulatory environment, the companies who are
19    in a position to invest elsewhere will do so and will
20    funnel billions of dollars to Outside economies that
21    likely do not have our stringent regulatory framework and,
22    in many cases, do not support our national interests.
23              Again, I strongly oppose any further delays in
24    the development of Alaska's offshore oil and gas
25    resources, and I urge that you include the Chukchi,
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 1    Beaufort and Cook Inlet waters in the 2012-2017 lease
 2    program.
 3              Thank you again for the opportunity.
 4                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Sergio Awnie.  Charlie
 5    Berker.  Kris Warren.
 6                   MR. KRIS WARREN:  Thank you, and good
 7    evening.  It's Kris, K-R-I-S, Warren, W-A-R-R-E-N.  And
 8    I've lived here in Anchorage for 28 years.  I'm a retired
 9    manager with Anchorage Water and Wastewater Utility.  I've
10    got over 35 years' experience working in the environmental
11    protection business.  Also my wife is a co-owner of a
12    mid-sized hotel here in Anchorage employing 35 Alaskans
13    whose livelihoods depend on Alaska's sustainable economic
14    future.
15              I'm here tonight to express my support for oil
16    and gas lease sales off the coast of Alaska.  Without new
17    oil production, TAPS is likely to be shut down within the
18    next ten years.  The Chukchi and Beaufort Seas have
19    enormous potential oil and gas deposits which must be
20    responsibly developed to ensure that the nation's and
21    Alaska's economy will continue to prosper.  The U.S. is
22    going to require -- continue to require vast quantities of
23    oil for the foreseeable future in spite of the ongoing
24    efforts to develop alternative forms of energy.
25              So why not develop U.S. resources rather than
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 1    continue our reliance on oil from place likes Venezuela,
 2    Iran and the volatile Middle East?  Why not employ U.S.
 3    workers using U.S. produced building materials to produce
 4    U.S. oil?  I've got a 14-year-old grandson whose future in
 5    Alaska depends on the development and production of
 6    Alaska's resources.  The vast majority of Alaskans support
 7    resource development and are frustrated at the efforts of
 8    extremists environment lawsuit industry, the courts, the
 9    news media, and even the movie industry to shut down the
10    very resource industries upon which the majority of
11    Alaskan's jobs depend.
12              Even more upsetting, the federal government
13    appears to be a willing partner in the effort to destroy
14    our state's economy through its entangled permitting
15    processes, needless delays, and endless studies.  I think
16    it's safe to say that everybody here tonight who are
17    testifying, whether you are for or against oil
18    development, consumed petroleum products in order to
19    attend this meeting.  Surely you would not prefer that the
20    oil we consume come from other places on earth where the
21    U.S. is hated and environmental regulations are less
22    stringent.
23              In conclusion, I strongly believe the federal
24    government should move forward with offshore oil lease
25    sales and, more importantly, once those leases are sold,
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 1    permit exploration to proceed and discoveries to be
 2    produced.  Now is the time to promote policies that
 3    encourage job creation while growing the economy and
 4    providing the nation with much needed locally produced
 5    energy supplies.
 6              Thank you for the opportunity to comment.
 7                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you very much.
 8    JoAnn Zeringoe.  Glenn Maulding.  Deborah Blatchford.
 9    Whit Sheard.  Nils Bolsen [sic].  Mr. Bolsen.
10                    AN UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  He just stepped
11    out.  He was here.
12                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  It's called stage
13    fright.  We will get back to Nils.  He might get some
14    courage up.  Are you Nils?
15                    MR. NILS BOISEN:  Yes.  I am sorry.
16                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Was it stage fright?
17                    MR. NILS BOISEN:  It was my son's --
18                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Okay.  Good.
19                    MR. NILS BOISEN:  Thank you for the
20    opportunity for those of us who didn't get to speak on the
21    25th to come and say our piece.  My name is Nils Boisen,
22    N-I-L-S B-O-I-S-E-N.  I work for the Eyak Preservation
23    Council.  They are an environmental and social justice
24    organization out of Cordova.
25              First off, I'd just like to say there is no
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 1    doubt that fossil fuel and the hydrocarbons we get from
 2    oil are an extremely important resource.  They are 90
 3    percent -- 98 percent, perhaps, of the -- of our
 4    livelihoods in the modern developed world.  They are our
 5    medicine, they are our materials, they are our, besides
 6    our fuel, they are pesticides, they are fertilizers.  It's
 7    everything, and we are very dependent on it.  But it's a
 8    finite resource, and it's going to run out.
 9              To continue oil and gas development in this
10    state is a pipe dream.  It's just postponing the
11    inevitable, which is an economic crash in this state.
12    Secondly, to touch on the environmental aspect of this,
13    you can have all the security and safety and measurements
14    to keep accidents from happening, but human error is
15    something you cannot really account for in doing so.
16    Exxon Valdez is an example of that; the Deep Water Horizon
17    is an example of that; and what recently has happened in
18    Norway is an example of that.
19              I have been living in Norway for ten years, and
20    I can tell you that Norway is the most technologically
21    advanced nation for offshore oil and gas development and
22    oil spill response.  The oil spill that has recently
23    happened, it's very interesting that the Alaskan media has
24    almost mentioned nothing about it.  Norway climatically
25    and environmentally is very similar to Alaska.  The major
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 1    difference is that Norway is far more developed with
 2    infrastructure and technology.
 3              And the fact that the Norwegian government, the
 4    Coast Guard is having such an incredibly hard time dealing
 5    with this rather minor oil spill -- it's an incredibly bad
 6    environmental accident, but it could have been a lot
 7    worse.  And they are still having probably the worst time
 8    of dealing with it of any oil accident they have had.  And
 9    they have had other oil spills in recent years; this,
10    though, being the first in icy conditions with snow
11    falling on the cleanup.  And they are pretty much at their
12    wits' ends.  If Norway is having a hard time, Alaska has
13    no hope.
14              That said, I'm vehemently against the leases
15    going forward, that on behalf of those who are now and
16    will be in the future dependent on those renewable
17    resources, that offshore oil drilling threatens the
18    fishing economy, mainly.  And on behalf of the environment
19    at large and those who will be inheriting Alaska and the
20    world at large, I'm against this.
21              Thank you.
22                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you very much.
23    Brandon Heady.  Lynette Moreno-Hinz.
24                    AN UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  She's coming.
25                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Did I hear she was


Midnight Sun Court Reporters







Page 33


 1    coming?
 2                    MS. LYNETTE MORENO-HINZ:  I'm right here.
 3                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Are you Lynette?
 4                    MS. LYNETTE MORENO-HINZ:  Yes, I am.  Good
 5    evening.  Thank you very much for listening to the
 6    opposition side because we were not given the -- you know,
 7    the opportunity to speak the last time, and so giving us
 8    the opportunity shows that there is balance.
 9              My name is Lynette Moreno-Hinz, and I was born
10    in Sitka, Alaska, at age 11 moved to Anchorage, and for
11    the last 32 years I have been driving a cab here.  I get
12    the chance to pick up a lot of different people and give
13    them a ride.  And in my cab driving experiences and my
14    life, I've had the opportunity to meet a lot of good
15    people, but also I have the opportunity to listen to a lot
16    of different points of view.
17              And you know that Alaska, there is people that
18    come here because I pick them up, they come into this
19    state that are not Native.  And sometimes they don't get
20    to bother to know the Native people or the culture.
21              Today I picked up a Native individual, a man
22    from a hotel.  And last night the Anchorage tribes of
23    Tlingit and Haida met, and what we did, we brought a
24    little bit of food.  All I had was given to me a little,
25    little bag of some smoked strips, and they were cut up so
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 1    tiny, tiny.  So when I picked up this individual -- he was
 2    from up north, and he told me he was from Kotzebue.  He
 3    was so grateful for the little, tiny pieces of fish that I
 4    gave him.  And I really felt bad because I'm Alaska Native
 5    and it's hard for me to go out and practice the
 6    subsistence lifestyle because, like David mentioned -- I'm
 7    sorry.  Gather Harrison mentioned -- David is his
 8    brother -- that we have to abide by the State rules.  We
 9    have to get licenses, and we have to do what we are
10    supposed to do or we get in trouble and we get sent to
11    jail.  My uncle got sent to jail in Juneau -- in Sitka.
12    He lived in Sitka.
13              And when I was protesting in different places,
14    like the Dena'ina Center when our ex-governor Sarah Palin
15    was there, I was told -- I think it was her mother and
16    father that drove by in a fancy $60,000 vehicle.  And my
17    car is parked outside.  It's paid for, but it's run down.
18    And they told me -- I was standing by some -- two
19    Americans that were protesting the war.  And I was the
20    only one outside.  It was cold.  And they told me to go
21    home.  So on the side of my poster, I wrote, I am home.
22    And it was very vicious.  Sometimes people are not nice,
23    no.  You can't always be nice.  I realize that, but it was
24    very disgusting.  And I know that in the process of what I
25    had been doing, I know why I do it.
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 1              I was past President of the Tlingit and Haida
 2    tribes, but I am opposed to the development of the
 3    Chukchi, the Beaufort, and the Cook Inlet because, stated
 4    here, we have alternative energies.  But I was also told
 5    by my husband, who is nonNative, that there is some place
 6    called Gull -- Gull Island or something in the north and
 7    that they found out that there is lots of oil up there.
 8              But that individual man that I talked to earlier
 9    this morning, the Native guy, he told me -- I said, are
10    you for it or against it?  And he said he's against it
11    because of subsistence.  My ancestry, they collected
12    nickels and pennies to organize the Alaska Native
13    Brotherhood and Sisterhood to be able to travel -- excuse
14    me.  My glasses were lowering -- to be able to travel
15    across the land in Southeast.  And they didn't have money
16    back then.
17              The little bit of money that we get from the
18    Native corporations, the nonNatives view it very tainted
19    because they think, oh, look, there is another Native.
20    They have got, you know, the Native corporation money.
21    That's what they think.  And they don't realize that that
22    Native corporation money isn't much, but that's not what
23    we are about, about money.
24              Arctic Slope Regional came the last night to
25    testify.  And they support drilling.  That's a
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 1    corporation.  Just recently they were recognizing the
 2    women in the Alaska Native land claims.  The corporations
 3    have not done all good, but they have not done all evil.
 4    But there is no balance there.  There is a lot of abuses.
 5    And it's not just in one corporation.
 6              So I would really like you to consider --
 7    reconsider, because I did.  And I know who I am, I know
 8    where I came from, and I know where I'm going.
 9              Thank you very much.
10                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you, Lynette.
11    Nicole Whittington-Evans.  Nicole.
12                    MS. NICOLE WHITTINGTON-EVANS:  Hello.  My
13    name is Nicole Whittington-Evans, and I'm the Regional
14    Director for the Alaska office of the Wilderness Society,
15    or TWS.  I want to thank you, BOEMRE, for holding this
16    meeting and allowing our organization this opportunity to
17    comment tonight on the 2012 to 2017 five-year OCS plan.
18              TWS has engaged in Arctic Ocean OCS issues for
19    close to a decade, and we are working to protect
20    ecologically important areas in the Arctic both on and
21    offshore and ensure that if and where oil and gas
22    development does occur, it is done well and in appropriate
23    locations.
24              I am here tonight with one of my colleagues in
25    the audience, Lois Epstein, an engineer and TWS' Arctic
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 1    Program Director, who has spent over 20 years working on
 2    oil and gas technical and policy issues, nearly half in
 3    Alaska, and who was a technical advisor on the report to
 4    the President in May of 2010 which contained
 5    recommendations on increasing offshore drilling safety.
 6    Lois would have been here a week ago Friday to testify,
 7    but she was stuck in Nuiqsut due to weather after the
 8    BOEMRE hearing there.
 9              It is TWS' position that BOEMRE needs to take
10    the time needed to make scientifically justified policy
11    decisions before holding lease sales in the Arctic Ocean.
12    It is premature to move forward with new leases in the
13    Arctic Ocean without accomplishing, at a minimum, the
14    following four points:
15              One ensuring adequate scientific information on
16    marine and potentially affected coastal resources is
17    available and included in decisionmaking.  Two, performing
18    marine and coastal spatial planning to determine key
19    offshore areas warranting protection.  Three, ensuring
20    sufficient spill cleanup capabilities and infrastructure
21    are in place.  Four, BOEMRE promulgating needed
22    regulations and ensuring sufficient drilling oversight by
23    adequate enforcement resources, governmental
24    accountability, and transparency and other measures.
25              Additionally, it will be important to develop a
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 1    mechanism to ensure that industry/whaler conflict
 2    avoidance agreements are enforceable, something very
 3    important to coastal communities.  If there is any doubt
 4    about blowouts and other offshore problems in the Arctic,
 5    consider that the Alaska Oil and Gas Conservation
 6    Commission in its 50th anniversary report lists ten North
 7    Slope and eight Cook Inlet blowout events, with four of
 8    the latter offshore in shallow water.
 9              Additionally, there are other ways substantial
10    amounts of crude can enter the water from offshore
11    drilling.  For example, in 1989 a frozen valve on Amoco's
12    Anna offshore platform in Cook Inlet caused a spill of
13    over 20,000 gallons of crude.  Cleanup was not attempted
14    due to 80 to 90 percent moving ice floes.
15              As for lessons from BP's Deep Water Horizon
16    tragedy, we have learned from the Oil Spill Commission's
17    hearings that well-financed drilling companies could, one,
18    misinterpret data from a key well integrity test; two,
19    decide not to utilize potentially critical well components
20    because they would take too long to arrive in the Gulf, a
21    delivery situation that would be much worse in the Arctic;
22    and three, not take actions that would have mitigated much
23    of the tragedy, such as using the platforms diverter
24    system.
25              What the Oil Spill Commission's hearings have
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 1    demonstrated is that no matter how good the regulatory
 2    oversight -- and everyone acknowledges that BOEMRE needs
 3    regulatory improvements -- there will be infrequent but
 4    highly tragic spill events.  The fact that a November of
 5    2010 state report showed 44 spills per year and nearly one
 6    spill every two months over 1,000 gallons on the North
 7    Slope from 1995 to 2009 does not give us confidence that
 8    federal and State governments have sufficient oversight
 9    over Arctic oil operations.
10              Lois, who attended the BOEMRE hearings in Barrow
11    and Nuiqsut, did not hear a single person at either
12    hearing unconditionally support drilling in the Arctic
13    Ocean.  We understand this was also the case in Kaktovik.
14              We believe there are strong scientific and
15    policy reasons why BOEMRE is not ready at this time to
16    proceed with lease sales in the 2012 to 2017 time frame in
17    the Arctic.  BOEMRE should get its existing house in order
18    and ensure that Gulf and Pacific coast drilling is safe,
19    spill likelihood is minimized, and cleanup mechanisms
20    significantly improved before allowing the Arctic Ocean
21    frontier to be open for business.
22              Thank you very much for the opportunity to speak
23    tonight.
24              Also, I forgot to state my name and spell it.
25    Nicole Whittington-Evans, spelled N-I-C-O-L-E
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 1    W-H-I-T-T-I-N-G-T-O-N-E-V-A-N-S.
 2                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Judy Miller.  Judy?
 3    Raychelle Daniel.
 4                    MS. RAYCHELLE DANIEL:  That's Raychelle,
 5    R-A-Y-C-H-E-L-L-E, and Daniel, D-A-N-I-E-L.  Thank you,
 6    Mr. Loman and Dr. Kendall, for having this hearing tonight
 7    and for allowing us to state our views.
 8              I was born and raised in Alaska in Western
 9    Alaska in a family dependent on subsistence.  And that
10    helped me to move forward.  And I also have a background
11    actually in Western science; for those of you who were
12    here earlier heard Carl talk about those differences.  And
13    I am here tonight to speak on behalf of the PEW
14    Environment Group, who I work for.
15              And first we like to acknowledge and thank the
16    Secretary and the Bureau of Ocean and Energy Management
17    for the steps taken by the department towards management
18    reform of offshore oil and gas activities in the months
19    following the Deep Water Horizon disaster.  And those
20    structural changes within the department that we are
21    referring are increased safety standards for drilling
22    operations and the commitment for some science and
23    decisionmaking.  And we think that these could provide a
24    new direction and create an opportunity for cultural
25    change within the agency.
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 1              However, there are more changes to be made,
 2    including implementing some of the national level reform
 3    at the regional level.  And continued vigilance will be
 4    required to ensure that these reforms are implemented as
 5    intended.
 6              And the 2012 to 2017 five-year leasing schedule
 7    currently under development by BOEM will set the stage for
 8    oil and gas development in the future, and it will also
 9    provide the first opportunity for the Bureau to
10    demonstrate a new approach to offshore oil and gas leasing
11    and management.  And if BOEM's work forward is to be
12    meaningful, this new approach and these recent reforms
13    should guide development for the future.  And so BOEM will
14    need to ensure that offshore drilling is balanced with the
15    protection of the many uses and resources of the Outer
16    Continental Shelf.
17              Throughout the history of offshore drilling in
18    the U.S., the former Minerals Management Service gave too
19    little consideration to -- in the U.S. to the negative
20    impacts from drilling activities that they have on
21    biological and ecological resources in marine and coastal
22    environments or the needs and concerns from local
23    communities in the Arctic in particular.
24              In the 1980s, DOI shifted a practice of tracked
25    leasing to area-wide leasing, and now up to tens of
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 1    millions of acres are offered for lease at once.  And we
 2    recommend that the department reassess this practice.
 3    BOEM should more narrowly define the lease areas for a
 4    meaningful assessment of the resources and potential
 5    impacts.
 6              While there have been small buffers in
 7    subsistence deferrals in the Beaufort and Chukchi program
 8    area, in the previous five-year plans, those deferrals are
 9    inadequate in size and scope.  There are additional areas
10    that existing scientific information, including
11    traditional knowledge, that suggest areas that are
12    biologically important that should be off limits to
13    leasing.  So in future -- in the future five-year leasing
14    schedules, BOEM should prioritize important resources,
15    habitats, and uses, particularly subsistence, and
16    eliminate biologically important or subsistence areas from
17    the program areas, entirely from the lease sale areas.
18              So taking those sensitive areas off the table
19    early in the planning process will ensure that the leasing
20    is confined to areas where development can occur with
21    minimal impact on other resources and uses.
22              We also suggest that BOEM consider convening
23    stakeholders to openly discuss and find answers to
24    questions regarding if, when, and how offshore drilling
25    will occur in particular areas.  The former MMS developed
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 1    a practice of working closely with industry, but not
 2    allowing other experts, communities, or the public at
 3    large to engage to the same extent.  Because offshore oil
 4    and gas development is an enormous industrial undertaking
 5    with significant impacts to both offshore and onshore
 6    ecosystems, local communities should be afforded a
 7    meaningful opportunity to express their concerns,
 8    opinions, and suggestions.  And this is particularly true
 9    for communities in the Arctic that depend on these
10    resources for subsistence.
11              So we also suggest that BOEM increase local
12    engagement in offshore oversight through the creation of
13    an Arctic Regional Citizen Advisory Council.  This would
14    similar to that which was created for -- in OPA 90 to
15    provide guidance for industry, budget its spill response
16    capability for tankers transiting in Prince William Sound.
17              BOEM and BSEE must have sufficient scientific
18    information on biological and ecological resources and the
19    physical marine and coast environment to understand
20    potential impacts of offshore oil and gas development.
21              In addition, scientifically credible baseline
22    monitoring data are necessary to measure the damage to
23    resources should a spill occur.  BOEM often lacks the
24    scientific data and analysis to inform its decisions and,
25    unfortunately, BOEM often fails to apply the information
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 1    it does have available.  This is particularly true in the
 2    Arctic.
 3              We are aware that BOEM has gathered some
 4    scientific data -- BOEM and industry, too, have gathered
 5    scientific data on OCS resources.  However, the existence
 6    of research does not necessarily mean that it's relevant
 7    or sufficient to inform the decision of whether, when,
 8    where, and how oil and gas activity should occur.
 9              Arctic research and monitoring should be
10    conducted under a holistic integrated science plan, and
11    this plan should be designed to fill existing information
12    gaps and provide an understanding of the spatial
13    variability of the ecosystem and its functioning.
14              And furthermore to include establishment of a
15    long-term comprehensive monitoring program with dedicated
16    funding to track changes in the Arctic, including
17    traditional knowledge.  The goal would not be endless
18    studies but targeted research and analysis relevant to
19    these decisions about offshore oil and gas development.
20              Furthermore, BOEM should work with other
21    agencies within DOI, NOAA and the U.S. Arctic Research
22    Commission to develop a comprehensive integrated science
23    plan for the U.S. Arctic to improve our understanding of
24    Arctic marine ecosystems and to help guide its decisions
25    regarding offshore oil and gas activity.
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 1              It's also widely acknowledged that BOEM's
 2    current practice for complying with the National
 3    Environmental Policy Act needs to be revised, and BOEM
 4    should adopt the recommendations of both CEQ and the Oil
 5    Spill Commission and implement as you work towards this
 6    new five-year plan.
 7              So the overarching theme of our suggested
 8    changes is that BOEM should develop a culture of inquiry
 9    and inclusion in managing oil and gas activity and strive
10    to balance uses in the OCS.  And it must gather
11    information from a variety of sources such as traditional
12    knowledge and invite and use recommendations from experts
13    outside of the Bureau as well as tribal and other local
14    residents, and balance development with protection of
15    important resources.  And doing so would provide a greater
16    certainty for industry and the public.
17              And so we recommend that no new leasing should
18    take place in the Arctic until a comprehensive integrated
19    research and monitoring program is in place and evaluated
20    as a basis for policy decisions on whether, when, where,
21    or if to proceed.  And ecologically important areas and
22    subsistence use areas should be identified and deferred
23    from leasing and oil and gas activity.
24              And lastly BOEMRE needs approved -- industry and
25    Coast Guard have in place the necessary infrastructure and
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 1    the world's best oil spill response and safety plans and
 2    technology, and they should also be proven to work in a
 3    U.S. Arctic environment.
 4                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Enoch Adams, Junior.
 5                    MR. ENOCH ADAMS, JR.:  I was told that
 6    this was a meeting.  I wasn't told this was a hearing.  I
 7    don't have a written statement, but I can provide one
 8    after.
 9                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  The most important
10    thing is that you just tell us what your position is on
11    oil and gas leasing during the proposed five-year planning
12    years.
13                    MR. ENOCH ADAMS, JR.:  My name is Enoch
14    Adams, Jr., E-N-O-C-H A-D-A-M-S, and I'm from Kivalina,
15    Alaska.  I'm a whaling captain.  I was born and raised in
16    Kivalina.
17              Probably the easiest way for me to begin what I
18    would like to share with you this evening is simply to
19    issue a warning to both Wainwright and Point Lay regarding
20    their beluga hunting.  Those two communities can virtually
21    say goodbye to their beluga hunting.  The reason I say
22    this is because we at Kivalina have had an experience
23    where we used to be able to hunt beluga every July every
24    year.  I can remember as a child, I can remember as a
25    young man seeing beluga in Kivalina every July.  And there


Midnight Sun Court Reporters







Page 47


 1    is a specific year when that stopped.  It was 1989.
 2              In 1989, the DeLong Mountain Transportation
 3    System Port was built 17 miles south of Kivalina.  And
 4    because of that, the beluga that we used to go after
 5    changed their migration forever.  Up until now from the
 6    stock that used to pass by Kivalina, it doesn't go by
 7    Kivalina anymore.  And many times we -- we used to wonder
 8    why that happened.  And of course, the DMTS port is the
 9    port that supports the Red Dog Mine, which is 45 miles
10    from Kivalina.
11              But while we didn't know how -- how these beluga
12    never came by, some of our people from Kivalina worked at
13    the port, and they would observe in July beluga that would
14    go up to the port and immediately head straight out into
15    the ocean and finally to toward the beach miles and miles
16    north of Kivalina.  That's why I want to -- that's why I
17    would like to issue that warning to those two communities.
18              Even with the -- with the activities that are
19    going on now for possible exploration, for possible
20    development, the shipping -- the ships that carry the --
21    the seismic machines and guns and the support vehicles
22    that go along with them, their activities are -- are
23    already affecting how some of those communities in the
24    north, especially Wainwright -- Wainwright is already
25    talking about having difficulty getting beluga like they
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 1    used to.  Animals that we go after, we have to be quiet.
 2    We have to be careful.  We have to sneak.  And we are not
 3    able to be successful unless we show respect to these
 4    animals as we try to get them.
 5              The level of respect that we have for these
 6    animals is not just in terms of going after them and
 7    harvesting them.  When we get an animal, as we are
 8    butchering the animals, we make sure we separate the head
 9    from the rest of the body.  And that's significant to us
10    because in our way of life, we let them go.  And we show
11    respect to that animal, because if we don't do that, if we
12    don't let the animal's spirit go, it's not going to come
13    back to us with another one.
14              Our people are very good at adapting to the
15    environment.  We have adapted so much to the environment
16    that we have become a part of it.  We don't dominate it.
17    We don't seek to dominate it.  We don't seek to waste it.
18    We work with it.  We find ways where we won't harm the
19    populations.  We don't try to do anything to affect their
20    migration patterns.  And it's very easy -- it's very easy
21    to affect any animal's migration pattern.  And one of the
22    things that can easily affect any animal's migration, both
23    land and sea animals, is if you go after the first ones.
24              If you go after -- if you go after the first
25    ones that come by, you will change their migration


Midnight Sun Court Reporters







Page 49


 1    patterns.  So in light of that, we -- we allow these
 2    animals to pass by, the first ones, because the ones that
 3    do follow, they won't change the pattern.  The leaders
 4    will always continue going the routes that they have
 5    chosen.  And because we allow them to pass by and we
 6    harvest the ones that follow, we don't change them.
 7              There is a lot of things that I see that are
 8    harmful in how you are planning to do this exploration.
 9    The potential for harming our way of life is great.  If
10    you don't pay attention very closely to how these animals
11    act, to what they eat, when do they come, if they migrate,
12    what migration routes do they follow -- if you don't
13    respect those things, you are going to deny us in being
14    able to continue our way of life.  And this is not a
15    lifestyle that I'm talking about.  You can change a
16    lifestyle anywhere you go.  But for us it's a way of life.
17              We have learned over thousands of years of
18    practice how to access these resources without doing any
19    harm at all.  And if you pay attention to how the Native
20    peoples access and maintain the resources, they will be
21    able to show you how you can do your development without
22    doing any harm.  And if there is any activity that could
23    possibly do harm, they will tell you.  We are able to tell
24    you.  We have got thousands of years of knowledge to back
25    up what we know.
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 1              And so with that, I'm sorry.  I'd like to give a
 2    written statement after this.
 3                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you very much.
 4    Colleen Swan.
 5                    MS. COLLEEN SWAN:  I'm Colleen Swan,
 6    C-O-L-L-E-E-N S-W-A-N.  I'm from Kivalina, also.  There
 7    has been a lot of mention about traditional knowledge, and
 8    I have been -- I have been pushing for the use of
 9    traditional knowledge for a long time.  I worked for the
10    tribe for 18 years, and I've dealt with a lot of federal
11    agencies.  And thank you.  Thank you for giving me this
12    opportunity.
13              But, you know, as I -- as I watch these
14    processes, these -- these government processes and the
15    studies that are being done, I started to realize that my
16    understanding and my -- my definition of traditional
17    knowledge differed totally from the government's
18    definition.  And including with the use of word -- I never
19    did like using the word subsistence because that's not
20    really what it is.  It's not just a way of life, but it's
21    how we make our living.
22              I come from Kivalina, and our economic base is
23    the tribal resources.  We don't have a cash economy.  And
24    I don't have a problem with that.  I used to think that
25    our people are poor.  Look at all of their resources.  Our
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 1    land is rich.  There is a lot of oil and a lot of
 2    minerals, but we are poor.  And just recently I realized
 3    that I saw -- I saw us -- in fact, our people still think
 4    they are poor, but because I push so much for traditional
 5    knowledge, I realize that our people see themselves as
 6    poor because they are looking at themselves and looking at
 7    each other through nonNative eyes, through civilized eyes,
 8    I guess.
 9              So -- so once I took those lens off, I was able
10    to see that our ways are still very much alive, very much
11    alive, but I was looking at it from a different
12    perspective; from not my own perspective, but from someone
13    else's.  People see us as poor.  I saw my parents as poor.
14    And then I realized when I took the lens off, they are not
15    poor.  They are very rich.  They thrive.  It doesn't
16    bother them not to have cash because they are doing what
17    they do for a living.  It's a way of life.
18              And so going back to the definition of
19    traditional knowledge, yesterday and the other day, for
20    the last two days I have been attending the -- I have been
21    attending the Arctic Waters Meeting.  And just looking at
22    all of the technical reports that the oil companies were
23    doing, one of them was how they were doing their seismic
24    studies, and they were doing their studies on -- on beluga
25    and, you know, the sea mammals, and they were working from
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 1    ships.
 2              And as I was listening to their reports, I
 3    started wondering, okay, where is that ship situated as
 4    they are doing these sound studies?  They are basically
 5    saying that they are not going to have too much of an
 6    impact.  In fact, you know, it's no worry to them.
 7              And then, you know, drawing on traditional
 8    knowledge, I started, you know, wishing I knew what their
 9    secret was because if they can have their ship out there
10    without scaring off the belugas and the walrus and all the
11    sea mammals, wow, I want to know their secret because our
12    hunters have to be very quiet, very quiet to be
13    successful.
14              So you know, we are getting these rosy reports
15    from the scientists, and I'm getting jealous because they
16    seem to have a secret that we don't because, you know,
17    even when you are out in a whaling camp, you have to be --
18    no radio.  I mean, no iPods, nothing because not only do
19    you need to be quiet, but you have to be able to hear.
20              So I was just so amazed, you know.  These oil
21    companies, they really know how to go out there with their
22    really loud ships and not scare anything away as they do
23    their studies.  But --
24              And the other thing, I heard another
25    presentation by researchers who were working way out, way
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 1    above the North Slope, and they talked about -- they
 2    talked about how, you know, as they were moving their
 3    ship, they would be crossing the migration route of the
 4    bowhead twice, but that it would be at a time when the
 5    bowhead, you know, would -- bowhead migration is not in
 6    full force.  And out of a room of over 100 people, nobody
 7    caught it.  Nobody caught it.  And so that's why it's so
 8    important to have the Native people involved in these
 9    processes.
10              You heard what Enoch said.  When you are out --
11    this is what our Elders tell us and the young hunters.
12    When you are hunting migrating sea mammal or any land
13    animal, in fact, that you are to leave the leaders alone,
14    and they will continue.  And I explained that, but nobody
15    caught what these researchers were doing.  They were
16    interfering unintentionally with the migration.  They
17    weren't planning to do that.  Unintentionally.
18              You know, we have all of these good intentions,
19    but because -- because they don't know -- I mean, these
20    are new people who come to the Arctic.  We live there.  We
21    survive there.  And I've heard so many different views
22    here tonight.  And all of them are legitimate.  They are
23    all legitimate.  We all have legitimate concerns, no
24    matter who we represent.  But --
25              And I think the federal government has this huge
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 1    responsibility to bring everyone together.  You can't just
 2    take one and ignore another.  There has to be a balance or
 3    else we are going to be fighting.
 4              So after -- after watching all those
 5    presentations the last couple of days, you know, I'm
 6    realizing that maybe -- maybe the government needs to take
 7    this plan back and look at it again and look at the
 8    studies that have already been done before because if
 9    these plans are being done without participation from the
10    Native people who live there, then we have a problem.  It
11    was very evident in the last two days.
12              So I drew -- I was able to -- even though I
13    don't go out there hunting -- I used to go whaling when it
14    was safe to go whaling, but in the last ten years or so
15    it's become so dangerous for whaling to go on because the
16    ice is so thin.  It's not forming the way it used to.  We
17    used to camp out there on the ice for weeks at a time.
18    I'm not able to do that because my dad says -- my dad
19    doesn't want to bring women and children out there
20    anymore; it's simply too dangerous.
21              And for a long time, for years we were noticing
22    these things about the ice, and you know, where because
23    of -- because of our -- our spirituality, our form of
24    spirituality, people were blaming each other in our
25    village.  You know, you were a bad person.  That's why we
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 1    are having bad luck.  You know, that's how it works.  And
 2    that went on for years.  You know, there was so much
 3    finger pointing in the village.  And then -- and then I'm
 4    wondering, okay, why -- what's going on?  What's going on
 5    here?
 6              And I'm asking the federal agencies.  Our ice is
 7    not forming.  What's going on?  Where is all the
 8    scientists who is going to tell us what's going on?  Why
 9    isn't our ice forming the way it used to?  Why is it
10    freezing later?  Why is our land failing because we are --
11    our village eroding.  It's falling out from under our
12    feet.  And no one in the government was able to answer any
13    of those questions because no one had that responsibility.
14              And then one day, having lunch -- I like to have
15    lunch at my parents' house because my dad -- he's in his
16    mid 70s and he tells a lot of stories.  And sometimes he
17    will have -- say something really profound, you know, real
18    simple, real simple things.  He will just make an
19    observation.  And one day he said, you know, because I'm
20    still wondering what the heck is going on out there, you
21    know.  It's just --
22              I want to go out whaling again.  I want to know
23    why I can't anymore.  And then one day he says the ice is
24    not forming, it's not thickening because it's melting from
25    the bottom.  A long time ago, you know, before this
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 1    problem started, he said it was melting from the top in
 2    the springtime because the sun was out longer.  It was hot
 3    and, you know, that's how the ice melted in the springtime
 4    from the sun, from the heat.  But we were still able to go
 5    out whaling because it was still thick under water.  And
 6    he said not anymore because it's melting from the bottom.
 7              And that tells you something about the -- about
 8    not just the knowledge that we have in our villages, but
 9    it tells you something about the temperature of the ocean.
10              And then, you know, we have so many problems out
11    there in the village in the Arctic that I'm beginning to
12    think that maybe -- maybe I should oppose -- maybe I
13    should oppose oil and gas development in the Outer
14    Continental Shelf.  Normally, you know, I'm not against
15    development as long as it's done responsibly, but all the
16    disasters that go on with the oil companies and just --
17    just listening to the last two days of their presentation,
18    knowing that their research is not what it should be,
19    then, you know, I'm starting to lean towards opposing
20    development until the oil companies and the government can
21    get their act together.
22              So I would think -- I think -- I think that
23    BOEMRE needs to go back to the drawing board and come back
24    another time when, you know, when -- when the oil
25    companies are able to operate without disasters.  It's
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 1    unreasonable for anyone to think that development can
 2    happen without incident.  They will always happen.
 3              But because of -- because the tribes are not
 4    invited into the process, we have no idea what we will do
 5    because we have no plans.  I mean, the oil companies, they
 6    have their plans.  The government has -- you know, they
 7    are convinced that things can move forward by these oil
 8    companies.
 9              And so, you know, for the things that could
10    potentially happen they have their response plans, their
11    spill response plans, their emergency response plans.
12    They have all kind of plans.  But the Native people, we
13    don't have a plan.  What if there is an oil spill?  What
14    are we going to do?  I know we are not going to be
15    hunting.  What are we going to do?  But we can't develop
16    our plans unless we know what the other guys are doing,
17    you know.
18              I'm worried about what technology they will use
19    to drill.  How are they going to extract the oil?  You
20    know, I subscribe to Stock Market News, and I read one
21    years ago that said that a stockbroker was trying to sell
22    stock for a company whose technology was to use -- was to
23    inject carbon dioxide into the ground to force the oil
24    out, and he said that they were proposing to use this
25    technology on the North Slope.  And then recently there
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 1    was news that said that that technology is falling apart
 2    in one of the Lower 48 states.  It's leaking.  It's
 3    killing animals, you know.
 4              So there are too many questions.  They are just
 5    simply too many questions and it's too risky.  So that's
 6    my spiel.  Thank you.
 7                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you very much.
 8    Andrew Hartsig.
 9                    MR. ANDREW HARTSIG:  So my name is Andrew
10    Hartsig.  It's A-N-D-R-E-W H-A-R-T-S-I-G.  And thank you
11    so much for the opportunity to comment, and thanks to
12    everyone who has spoken so far for all your thoughtful
13    testimony.
14              I support the initial decision to not schedule
15    any new lease sales in Bristol Bay.  We know how valuable
16    that area is as a fishery, and we know that oil and gas
17    activity is inappropriate there.
18              And I urge the Administration not to schedule
19    any new lease sales in the Beaufort or Chukchi Seas in
20    this pending five-year plan.  We need to better understand
21    the Arctic environment so that we can make more informed
22    decisions about whether, when, where, and how to drill.
23    Current research efforts are a good start, but they are
24    not sufficient.  Before any new leasing takes place, there
25    needs to be a comprehensive integrated research and
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 1    monitoring plan in place.  And we need to collect,
 2    synthesize and evaluate data so that we can make informed
 3    policy decisions.
 4              And in addition, before deciding whether to
 5    conduct additional lease sales in the Arctic, BOEM should
 6    work with other federal agencies, local communities and
 7    tribes and other stakeholders to identify and protect
 8    important ecological areas.  We need to place a priority
 9    on preserving the resilience of Arctic ecosystems.
10              As noted by the National Commission on the BP
11    oil spill, Arctic waters pose severe challenges to oil and
12    gas operations, and there are serious questions about
13    spill response and containment.  Industry and the Coast
14    Guard must put in place infrastructure that's necessary to
15    support large scale spill response operations in the
16    Arctic, and industry has to demonstrate the effectiveness
17    of spill response plans and technologies in Arctic waters.
18    As the Commission, noted spill response methods can't
19    simply be imported to the Arctic from other areas.
20                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you very much.
21    I see ten to 9:00.  We are going to take a ten-minute
22    break.  I think we have comment sheets for written
23    comments if people would like to provide written comments
24    in the back of the room.  So we are going to break now and
25    come back and start again at 9:00 sharp.
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 1               (A break was taken.)
 2                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Okay.  We are going to
 3    get started again.  Katrina Timm.  Katrina Timm.  Dana
 4    Durham.  Drue Pearce.  Robert Flynn.  Kelly Ann.  Mike
 5    Boozenny, Boozenny [pronunciation].  Mike Boozenny.
 6    Nicole Van Hoey.  Rebecca Harris.  And first initial V,
 7    last name Norrell.  Art Lake.  Arthur Lake.
 8                    MR. ARTHUR LAKE:  Quyana.  (Speaking in
 9    Yup'ik.)
10              Any one of you in the government or anyone else
11    understand a word I said?  It is the same for our people,
12    don't understand what you say.  We have a lot of
13    differences that we need to look at and to try to
14    understand before we try to make decisions that affect
15    those people that are living along the coast and in the
16    rivers that are being affected by development for
17    everything that is within our environment.  My father --
18    my brother is here, too.
19              Our father said no matter how much you try, no
20    matter how well you speak their language, no matter how
21    much you give up your food to have theirs, to dress like
22    them, to think like them, to look like them, you will
23    never become one of them.  And reversely so, I cannot
24    become a white person no matter how much I try.
25              We must understand those cultural differences.
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 1    We are not a minority.  We are not special interest
 2    groups.  We are government that exist out there that the
 3    federal government recognizes and acknowledges, except for
 4    the State of Alaska.
 5              Government-to-government is a federal policy
 6    that requires the government to consult with us on issues
 7    that affect us.  And this certainly, no matter if it's
 8    1,000 miles away, affects me and my people and my children
 9    and their children.  It is important that we look and sit
10    at the same table and try to comprehend how we can work
11    together.
12              You go to the grocery store.  You buy your beef,
13    your chicken, your pork, but it's all processed.  There is
14    no blood.  There is no butchering.  There is no gore.
15    There is no entrails.  But it's the same thing.  You do it
16    in a more civilized way.
17              Our creator put us in a specific place on this
18    earth with specific resources to carry us through.  And
19    yet out of our area comes these people that come in and
20    extract all these resources and, in doing so, endanger the
21    lives of the people that live there.
22              Our governments need to sit down and discuss and
23    be open about these things.  And I don't believe that
24    changing the name of a federal agency is going to change
25    the way they operate unless they fully change the way they
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 1    think, change their policies, the public -- this is not a
 2    public process.  I come from Kwigillingok, and I'm just
 3    one of the 229 tribal governments that exist in the state
 4    of Alaska.  And we are not being provided an opportunity
 5    to participate.  And you call this public process.  No, it
 6    is not.
 7              There is an old Indian saying.  I believe it was
 8    the Cree that says unless -- until the last fish is
 9    swimming, until the last tree is cut down, until the last
10    river is gone, only then will you -- would you know that
11    you cannot eat money.
12              This, to me, is all about money.  Those pro
13    development comments that I heard -- and I really don't
14    mean any disrespect.  It's all about money.  It is not
15    about the people that live and exist out there and require
16    these resources in order to survive.  It isn't.
17    Government-to-government should be in the forefront of the
18    discussions.  And yet they are not even mentioned.  They
19    are called stakeholders.  We are not stakeholders.  We are
20    governments.  And the government departments and divisions
21    must understand that they must deal with us in that
22    respect.  And until then, like some of the comments
23    earlier, they should put these aside and deal with those
24    issues before you come and say that.
25              It's the same thing with the State of Alaska and


Midnight Sun Court Reporters







Page 63


 1    others that come to our communities.  This is where your
 2    airport is going to be.  This is what your airport is
 3    going to look like.  This is going to -- how much it's
 4    going to cost.  And they call it a public process.  It is
 5    not.
 6              I don't mean any disrespect in the comments that
 7    I am making, but Western science has a long way to go
 8    before it can stand out there and say that we have taken
 9    on the best of everything that exists in order to make an
10    decision or determination because they don't listen to us
11    because we are not Western educated.  But yet those people
12    that have no education can best your best scientists.  And
13    that's been proven over and over again.  I can give you
14    three instances in my community, in my tribe, that --
15              Development came, airport construction.  Elders
16    went there to see what was going on, told them that it's
17    not going to work.  And they said, yes, it will.  It's
18    been engineered.  It's been computer modeled, and it is
19    going to work.  The Elders said, no, you are not.  It's
20    not going to work.  That fall they came back, tore up the
21    runway and did it the way the Elders said, and they
22    left -- they left without a word.  I think they were
23    embarrassed.
24              They wanted us to build holes in the ground, put
25    hypaliner in, put monitoring wells around them.  You can't
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 1    do that in our country.  They put water reservoirs, and
 2    they wonder where all the water has gone.  Elders told
 3    them, if you build it that way, you are not going to get
 4    any water.  And besides, if you do that, your water is
 5    going to be salty.
 6              I live right along the coast, the eastern shore
 7    of the Kuskokwim Bay.  People do not come out there and
 8    talk to us about the conditions and the way that things
 9    should be.  Unless they do that, we are going to continue
10    to butt heads, if you will, over resource issues and other
11    issues important to all of us.  And I really hope that
12    this agency, the former Minerals Management Service, sets
13    aside these decisions for -- until some of these issues
14    are resolved or being dealt with openly with the tribes
15    and the people.
16              It's the same way with the North Pacific
17    Fisheries Management Council, NOAA; they have no clue
18    about the conditions and the issues surrounding the Bering
19    Sea; and they are managers, managers of the resources out
20    there, and yet they don't know what the conditions are,
21    and they don't know what exists out there.  I tried to
22    tell them at one time, you know, that we can tell you
23    about the conditions in the bottom of the Bering Sea.
24    They wouldn't believe me because we didn't have any
25    submarines or things like that to go down and see the
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 1    conditions of the bottom of the Bering Sea.  The animals
 2    and the environment tell us a story about what's going on.
 3    The contents of the seals and the walruses, of their
 4    stomachs, tell us about the conditions of those kinds of
 5    resources that they gather to survive, and that tells us
 6    the condition of the bottom of the Bering Sea.  There is
 7    no way to best Mother Nature.  It's proven time and time
 8    again.
 9              So we need to sit down and really reconsider
10    some of the issues that are being involved before we do
11    this.  Thank you very much.
12                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Mark Fullmer.  Leslie
13    Simmons.  Shannon.  Gary Wells.  Emily.  Eric Myers, who I
14    believe you are going to speak for Mr. Grafe, is that
15    right?
16                    MR. ERIC MYERS:  Sort of.
17                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Earth Justice, right?
18                    MR. ERIC MYERS:  Well, actually, Audubon,
19    but --
20                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Okay.
21                    MR. ERIC MYERS:  For the record, my name
22    is Eric Myers.  I am the policy director for Audubon
23    Alaska.  Audubon Alaska is the state office of the
24    National Audubon Society.
25              Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the
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 1    programmatic environmental impact statement for the new
 2    five-year OCS oil and gas leasing program for 2012, 2017.
 3              The essential question is whether to include
 4    additional lease sales in the new schedule.  For the
 5    reasons provided below, I urge that the Department of the
 6    Interior defer any additional lease sales in the Arctic
 7    Ocean for two basic reasons:  One, the lack of an adequate
 8    scientific understanding of the Arctic Ocean ecosystem
 9    and, two, the inability to effectively respond to an oil
10    spill.
11              As BOEM has itself acknowledged there are major
12    gaps in the scientific understanding of the Arctic Ocean
13    ecosystem, the original lease sale 193 final environmental
14    impact statement included approximately 250 specific
15    statements in which are BOEM explicitly identified a lack
16    of knowledge regarding resources that could be impacted as
17    a result of the lease sale and the reasonably foreseeable
18    oil and gas development that could follow.  In many cases,
19    these statements recognize a fundamental lack of
20    understanding regarding important biological resources,
21    including many that are vital to continued subsistence
22    harvest by communities in the northwest and northern coast
23    of Alaska.
24              Just a few of the statements include the
25    following:  And I quote.  "There is uncertainty about the
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 1    effects on cetaceans in the event of a large spill."
 2    "Given a lack of contemporary abundance and distribution
 3    information, large spill effects on rare or unique
 4    species, including potential extirpation, could occur, but
 5    would likely go unnoticed undetected."  "For many species
 6    of coastal marine birds, the most recent data is between
 7    15 and 30 years old, making accurate analysis difficult.
 8    The risk that several regional bird populations could
 9    experience significant adverse impacts is high."  "Because
10    of the lack of data on marine mammal distributions and
11    habitat use in offshore areas of the Chukchi Sea, it is
12    uncertain what the level of effects would be in offshore
13    areas."
14              The USGS, the U.S. Geological Survey, is
15    currently in the process of trying to define the extent of
16    scientific gaps in the Arctic, and this process should be
17    used to inform the establishment of a long-term research
18    and monitoring program.  This approach was reinforced when
19    the National Oil Spill Commission recently recommended "an
20    immediate comprehensive federal research effort to provide
21    a foundation of scientific information on the Arctic."
22              When Secretary Salazar first took office, I was
23    heartened to hear him acknowledge that the -- that the
24    prior Administration's OCS policy was -- and I believe
25    I've got this right as a quote -- "a headlong rush of the
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 1    worst kind."  I was also heartened to hear the Obama
 2    Administration state on a number of occasions that they --
 3    that the Administration would restore the appropriate role
 4    of science in policy making.
 5              It's not just government agencies that recognize
 6    the lack of scientific information, but also some other
 7    well-known public figures.  And Governor Sean Parnell is
 8    quoted as saying, "The Arctic literally needs to be put on
 9    the map.  Scientific research and economic exploration are
10    set back by low quality, decades old mapping data.  There
11    is no accurate baseline to measure change, to identify
12    trends and patterns or predict potential outcomes."
13              Senator Lisa Murkowski stated not long ago, "We
14    can be smart and we can be proactive, but it's getting the
15    information we so desperately need and making sure we have
16    the research there, making sure that we're following the
17    science and really working to prepare.  Our challenge will
18    be to make sure that we have actually put things in place
19    before we see the level of activity increase."
20              On the question of oil spill response
21    preparedness, as observed by the National Oceanic and
22    Atmospheric Administration, "Oil spills under ice or in
23    ice-covered waters are the most challenging to deal with
24    simply because they cannot be contained or recovered
25    effectively with current technology."
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 1              Currently there is simply no credible capacity
 2    to clean up a large oil spill in the severe weather and
 3    broken ice conditions common in the Arctic Ocean where it
 4    is dark half the year.  There is no realistic way to stage
 5    a large scale oil spill response effort on the North Slope
 6    which lacks basic infrastructure, such as roads, hotels,
 7    and port facilities.  There is no fishing fleet, and the
 8    nearest Coast Guard base is about one thousand miles away
 9    in Kodiak.
10              I noted at a hearing not terribly long ago that
11    when a representative from the oil industry was asked
12    about how they would mount an oil spill response on the
13    North Slope, they noted that their command center would be
14    in Anchorage, which is, of itself, instructive.
15              The Oil Spill Commission's report documents a
16    serious response gap in the Arctic.  There is currently no
17    credible plan for the Arctic to handle a loss of well
18    control event, a blowout, late in the drilling season
19    during freeze-up.  Moreover, the impact of large spill
20    dispersant use in the Arctic Ocean has never been
21    evaluated.
22              Again, some quotes from unlikely sources can
23    help make this point.  Citing the experience in Norway,
24    Shell has stated, "Industry has studied and perfected
25    techniques for recovering oil in Arctic conditions."  That
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 1    one is worth reading again.  "The industry has studied and
 2    perfected techniques for recovering oil in Arctic
 3    conditions," relying upon -- or citing the experience in
 4    Norway.  By contrast, the Norwegian Coast Guard recently
 5    stated in regard to the ongoing oil spill event, "There is
 6    relatively little experience in oil spill response
 7    operations in ice in Norwegian waters."
 8              I would just simply like to conclude by
 9    recommending that for all of the reasons noted, that there
10    is -- it is impossible to justify additional leasing in
11    the Arctic Ocean during the next 2012-2017 five-year
12    leasing plan.  We recommend further that oil and gas
13    exploratory activity on existing leases be deferred until
14    there is a comprehensive integrated research and
15    monitoring program in place and that is providing the
16    needed information to inform and evaluate the basis for
17    policy decisions on -- further on whether, when, and where
18    and how to proceed; that ecologically important areas,
19    including areas for subsistence, are identified and
20    deferred from leasing in oil and gas activity; and
21    finally, that BOEM has approved and the industry and the
22    Coast Guard have the necessary resources in place and the
23    safety plans and technology which have been demonstrated
24    to be effective and proven to work in Arctic Alaska.
25              In the face of the overwhelming lack of
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 1    scientific understanding of the Arctic Ocean and the
 2    inability to clean up an oil spill in Arctic waters, the
 3    federal government cannot make an informed decision about
 4    whether to lease Arctic waters, and no additional lease
 5    sales should be scheduled in the Chukchi and Beaufort
 6    Seas.
 7              Thank you very much for this opportunity to
 8    comment.
 9                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Alicia Egan.
10                    MS. ALICIA EGAN:  Thank you.  Well, it's
11    an unusual opportunity that I have been afforded this
12    evening, as I recall a time where Ted Danson was present
13    to testify and many following him were not provided the
14    opportunity, so I appreciate this time this evening.
15              My name is Alicia Egan.  That's A-L-I-C-I-A.
16    Egan is E-G-A-N.  I was not able to provide testimony a
17    week and a half ago because of the flag football games of
18    two of my sons.  So thank you for this opportunity this
19    evening.
20              I appreciate that I'm amongst Elders who have
21    preceded my family's arrival here in this great state.  My
22    mother's family is Choctaw and Cherokee Indian.  They
23    eventually migrated to Alaska in the early 50s.  My father
24    was drafted into Vietnam and met my mother upon his
25    assignment to Fort Richardson in the early '60s.
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 1              My husband and I were both born and raised here,
 2    and we have chosen to remain here to raise all three of
 3    our children, who are now 11, seven and four.  I am one of
 4    five, and my husband is one of six children.  Between our
 5    two families, we have 23 nieces and nephews and two great
 6    nieces and nephews that call this great state home.
 7              All of our livelihoods are derived and directly
 8    supported by the oil and gas activities in this state.
 9              However, this evening I represent the interests
10    of Prosperity Alaska, a nonprofit of which I am the newly
11    hired Executive Director.  So on behalf of Prosperity
12    Alaska, representing nearly 30 Alaskan businesses and
13    industry associations and thousands of Alaskan workers, I
14    submit the following comments to encourage a robust oil
15    and gas leasing program for the years of 2012 to 2017.
16              Estimates suggest that U.S. oil production will
17    decline 13 percent this year and energy prices have
18    spiked.  Yet Alaskans continually witness attempts to lock
19    up our resources, from tactics such as the faux moratorium
20    to regulatory and permitting delays that discourage
21    leaseholders development.  As this country begins to move
22    toward economic recovery, we must act now to produce our
23    domestic supply of oil and end this regulatory game
24    playing.
25              Responsible development of the OCS would mean
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 1    the increase of hundreds of billions of dollars invested
 2    here in this country, tens of thousands of new jobs and a
 3    significant reduction in our reliance on foreign sources
 4    of energy.
 5              The Alaska OCS alone represents the opportunity
 6    of boosting U.S. oil production anywhere from 20 to 40
 7    percent, with the potential of one to two million barrels
 8    per day.  The projected multibillion dollar revenue stream
 9    into this state will extend the life of the Trans-Alaska
10    oil pipeline, improve the economic viability of the
11    proposed natural gas pipeline from the North Slope to the
12    Lower 48, and anchor Alaska's long-term economic
13    stability.
14              Alaskans depend on 87 percent of our state's
15    operating budget on oil.  Let me say that again.  Alaskans
16    depend on oil for 87 percent of our state's operating
17    budget.  Our families, neighborhoods, communities and
18    children's futures depend on the stability of our economy.
19    The roadmap to prosperity for Alaskans includes the
20    availability of local well-paying jobs that are a direct
21    result of availability of investment opportunities.  The
22    OCS is one.
23              To encourage investment, a robust five-year
24    leasing strategy should efficiently progress through the
25    EIS, should not further exclude areas from development,
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 1    and not hinder progress once leases are awarded, but
 2    encourage swift production.
 3              I urge you to develop a strong, straightforward
 4    and robust leasing program for Alaska's OCS.  Thank you.
 5                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you very much.
 6    And for the record, all individuals who attended our
 7    previous scoping meeting here in Anchorage who signed in
 8    and indicated that they wished to comment who presented
 9    themselves here tonight have spoken, which was the primary
10    goal.  So we got that done.
11              I'd like to just take this time to introduce our
12    team here that's worked on this project.  Dr. Kendall.
13    Jim is here as our Acting Regional Director.  In the back
14    of the room, John Callahan is our public affairs person.
15    Mary Cody is a very important person on our staff who is
16    heavily involved in environmental analysis work.  Just
17    wave.  Charlie Broadwater from our headquarters group, and
18    Gene Augustine.  Gene.  Gene is a coordinator in our
19    environmental group.
20              Mary Vavrik, who is producing a verbatim
21    transcript.  Mike Haller, our new -- not so new anymore,
22    but newest community liaison.  Michael has had a big part
23    in organizing this round of public scoping meetings that
24    started about, it seems like, almost a month ago --
25                    MR. MICHAEL HALLER:  February 14th.
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 1                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  -- when we went wheels
 2    up for Kotzebue.  Any questions about this project and
 3    this initiative and what happens next?
 4                    MR. ARTHUR LAKE:  I'm wondering about
 5    where else you are going besides the urban centers of the
 6    state of Alaska.  Are you going out to the communities
 7    along the Bering Sea?  And I know that you have already,
 8    and in some instances missed some communities because of
 9    weather.  I'm wondering if you will be going back to those
10    communities that you were supposed to have visited before.
11                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Rather than supposed
12    to have visited, here is the way I'd like to look at it:
13    Made a good faith effort to try to get in and -- I know
14    I'm not telling you anything you don't know.  Just you get
15    above 40 knots and you get below a quarter of a mile
16    visibility, and you don't get in.  Or sometimes you get
17    in, as was described earlier, you don't get out.  And as
18    much as we would like to change it, we have a time
19    schedule, and so we tried to get in and we didn't.
20              And we went to Kotzebue and we had
21    government-to-government consultation meetings with the
22    Kotzebue IRA.  We had a meeting with Mayor Whiting, the
23    mayor of the Northwest Arctic Borough, and we had a public
24    scoping meeting with community members in Kotzebue, got
25    weathered out of Point Hope, weathered out of Point Lay.
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 1    Actually, a dual problem in Point Lay.  The weather was
 2    bad.  It was blizzard conditions.  And the equipment to
 3    provide data on the runway condition was out.
 4              Went -- split the team in two and went into
 5    Wainwright and over to Barrow.  We held a special scoping
 6    meeting for whaling captains who were in Barrow for the
 7    AEWC mini convention in Barrow because we wanted to get
 8    their input and wouldn't have been able to do it had we
 9    have been in Point Hope and Point Lay with them over in
10    Barrow.  So we did get that meeting done, and we did talk
11    to any and all whaling captains and others from Point Lay
12    and Point Hope who happened to be in Barrow at that time,
13    while the other part of our team held a
14    government-to-government consultation meeting with the
15    Native Village of Wainwright and a public scoping meeting
16    with the community in Wainwright.
17              Then we had a government-to-government
18    consultation meeting with the Native Village of Barrow.
19    We had a government-to-government consultation meeting
20    with the Inupiat Community of the Arctic Slope.  They were
21    unable to get together a quorum while we were in Barrow,
22    but we held a public scoping meeting in Barrow.  And later
23    on we held a government-to-government consultation meeting
24    via teleconference with the Inupiat Community of the
25    Arctic Slope.
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 1              We held a government-to-government consultation
 2    meeting and public scoping meeting in Nuiqsut and a
 3    government-to-government consultation meeting and a public
 4    meeting in Kaktovik.
 5              Then we got here to Anchorage, and we held a
 6    public scoping meeting here in Anchorage and got a record
 7    number of people to attend with absolutely no movie stars
 8    present.  We had one meeting prior to that where Ted
 9    Danson came.  And I think some people came just to see Ted
10    Danson.  But -- and we are going to, in the future, given
11    the increased interest here in Anchorage, go to a larger
12    venue, probably the Loussac Library the next time around.
13              So that's what we have done in the time frame
14    that our headquarters folks, our leadership, has given us
15    to conduct scoping pursuant to the provisions of NEPA,
16    conduct government-to-government consultation meetings
17    pursuant to Executive Order 13175.  And it's my position
18    that we have exceeded the requirements of NEPA.  We would
19    like to do more.
20              And with respect to government-to-government
21    consultation, we are working with the Fish & Wildlife
22    Service and some other colleagues or other federal
23    agencies because there is really a situation in place
24    where sometimes -- and it was mentioned, I think, six
25    times the number of federally recognized tribes that are
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 1    here in Alaska; 229.  There are also 150 corporations.  So
 2    if I do the math right, that's 379.  If an agency has an
 3    action that has an implication that requires
 4    government-to-government consultation and was required to
 5    because the tribal governments wanted them to hold
 6    face-to-face meetings, it would take an awfully lot of
 7    people and a tremendously long amount of time.
 8              So what we are trying to do is use information
 9    technology tools to share information and get
10    communication going via the Internet.  I know many people
11    now, even in Arctic communities and other rural and remote
12    communities in Alaska, have Internet access and are
13    communicating substantial and meaningful information to
14    other governments and to each other via the Internet.  So
15    it's a tool, and we would like to use it.
16              Doesn't mean that that means you ignore the
17    consultation policy of the individual tribes because each
18    individual tribe certainly has an opportunity and a right
19    to conduct consultation in accordance with their wishes
20    and ways that work best for them.  Well --
21                    MS. FAYE EWAN:  I traveled 200 miles to
22    come down here to speak at this hearing here.
23                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  And now you are
24    speaking.
25                    MS. FAYE EWAN:  And I feel like the voices
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 1    of the tribal government --
 2                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Could you state your
 3    name?
 4                    MS. FAYE EWAN:  -- your fiduciary trust
 5    responsibility the United States government has -- my name
 6    is Faye Ewan.  I'm from Native Village of Kluti Kaah.  I'm
 7    from Cooper River.  I have children from North Slope.
 8    They have families up there.  And I feel myself, my
 9    opinion on this meeting here is not about civil war.  It's
10    not about integrity.  It's about us trying to speak up to
11    protect our land, our people.  How much more segregation
12    do our people have to go through to get our voice heard.
13              The federal fiduciary trust responsibility to
14    our people is what the federal law has to uphold.  It
15    doesn't matter how many people you talk to as long as you
16    gets your due process done.  And I feel that these oil
17    companies here, they paid these guys off well to sit here
18    and take away what we have.
19              We have not destroyed our land.  We have not
20    developed it because we are not starving.  The land takes
21    care of us.  The people knows that.  We are natural
22    biologists.  We were born and raised here.  We didn't just
23    show up here.  We did not just come here to tell you how
24    we feel, that we showed this prejudice and unwanted blood
25    here.  We have half-breeds in our family.  We have blood
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 1    of our people that are your people from England.
 2              I'm sorry, but I just can't keep quiet because
 3    my people come from Cook Inlet.  My family is from Arctic
 4    Slope.  These guys from the coast are all my relatives.
 5    Even though I'm Athabaskan, I'm a Dene.
 6              I'm sorry I had to interrupt this meeting, but I
 7    think that we should all be treated equally.  I don't put
 8    you down.  I don't go to Walmart and tell you guys not to
 9    go there.  I don't take your food from you guys.  I sit
10    here in this village here and I live off the land.  And I
11    tell you what:  The cost of gas is five bucks a gallon.
12    The cost of milk is $10.  Everything you buy in the
13    village is so high priced.  Do you think Shell Company
14    care about what goes on in our backyard?  No.
15              This is one thing I wanted to say at this
16    meeting here.  If we are going to work together in
17    developing, let's do it the right way where we're all
18    safe, where we can still live peacefully.  How can you
19    guys live without cars and Walmart, Costcos and Sam's Club
20    around here?  We don't do that to you.
21              We are spiritual people.  We're the people from
22    this land, and we will continue to live here.  I'm a
23    great-grandmother.  My great-grandchildren are going to
24    have grandkids.  This is why we are here to speak up to
25    hear about this -- hear about this oil company.
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 1              You can have fiduciary trust responsibility
 2    meetings and consultation with all the tribes, which is
 3    the government's responsibility.  That is your job.  Don't
 4    be telling him ten minutes about what you have been doing
 5    and where you have been.  We know what you are doing.  We
 6    watch you closely.
 7              The oil companies, they dumped oil in Prince
 8    William Sound.  I live off of Copper River.  There is
 9    environmental issues regarding the trees, the birds.
10    Everything was destroyed.  You think the oil company --
11    that pipeline goes through my backyard in Copper River.
12    You think they gave us kids -- my children one dollar for
13    scholarship?  Nothing.  And what do you guys want from us?
14    You want to develop this land that's been untouched, and
15    it's not right.  I'm sorry.  But that's all right with me.
16              I just wanted to say my piece.  Thank you.
17                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you very much.
18    Ma'am, for the record what village are you from?
19                    MS. FAYE EWAN:  I'm from Alaska.
20                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  If you have a
21    question, I'd like to answer the questions before we close
22    the meeting.
23                    MS. BETSY BEARDSLEY:  Are you going to let
24    the other people testify?  He came from Kotzebue for this
25    meeting.  I think you should allow the people that came
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 1    from out of town to testify.
 2                    AN UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  I'd like an
 3    opportunity as a citizen.
 4                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  The purpose of this
 5    meeting -- and I know from the list that there were people
 6    that were placed on the list because you contacted me.
 7                    MS. BETSY BEARDSLEY:  You have 20 minutes
 8    left.  You can let the people from out of town
 9    representing tribal organizations --
10                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  I will call on the
11    people that have their hands raised.  There are some
12    people that have their hands raised, and I'd be happy to
13    call on them.  Okay.  Right behind Mr. Lake.  I think
14    that's what you are talking about, right?
15                    MS. BETSY BEARDSLEY:  I am talking about
16    there are several people that are here from out of town
17    that put their names on the list tonight to testify, and
18    they were told by Michael Haller earlier that they would
19    get a chance to testify.  And you just said that you are
20    going to close the meeting after --
21                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  I have the list right
22    here, Betsy, and your name is on the list, and I called
23    those people.
24                    MS. BETSY BEARDSLEY:  I'm not talking
25    about myself.  I'm talking about these other people.
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 1                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  I understand that.  I
 2    called on people that were on the list, and they were put
 3    on the list even though they weren't at the meeting, the
 4    last scoping meeting that -- they didn't come to that
 5    meeting, so they weren't amongst the group of people who
 6    came to that meeting that indicated that they wanted to
 7    speak but couldn't speak, which is why we held this
 8    meeting tonight.  That was the primary purpose of holding
 9    this meeting tonight.  And on the list -- hang on a
10    second.  Just so I can get this across so I can address
11    that, and then I can get to where I think she wants to go,
12    because there is a gentleman, I saw his hand, I meant to
13    call on him.
14              There are some people on the list that came up
15    and testified.  They weren't here at the last meeting.
16    There are two individuals, and they were here, I think,
17    because you contacted our agency and we put them on the
18    list so that they could speak.
19                    MS. BETSY BEARDSLEY:  I know that, sir,
20    but there are other people here and we are running out of
21    time.
22                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  I understand that
23    there are other people here.  Okay.  Yes, sir.  Do you
24    want the microphone?
25                    MR. AUTAMUK ENOCH SHIEDT:  My name is


Midnight Sun Court Reporters







Page 84


 1    Autamuk, A-U-T-A-M-U-K, Enoch, E-N-O-C-H, Shiedt,
 2    S-H-I-E-D-T.  I'm from Kotzebue.  I represent 11 villages.
 3    And here is what I'm hearing, that you need tribal
 4    consultation with the villages, not only on the coastal --
 5    I do have villages that's from the river that go to the
 6    coast to harvest.  This is a big ocean you are talking
 7    about, and this is what we live on.
 8              There are impacts just from the sound that are
 9    being done and the studies that are being done out there,
10    and you -- and yet the last two days we hear that you are
11    not impacting too many sea mammals.  You forget, and the
12    way I could get it is you started with a low sound and you
13    still count few walrus, few beluga, few whales when there
14    is thousands and thousands of beluga, walrus and whales.
15    You start slow so you could scare them off and say we are
16    not impacting from the sound.  Okay.
17              These are the whales that could swim away.  What
18    about the bottom fish, the sea mammals live off?  If you
19    have the technology to do what you are doing to find oil,
20    maybe you could get the crabs and the fish and extract
21    them and see how much damage you are doing to them.  If
22    you are doing damage to the fish, you are doing damage to
23    the sea mammals.
24              And you say you discharge from oil and gas
25    activities.  I work as natural resource coordinator over
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 1    ten years.  I hate to say this, but in my town in
 2    Kotzebue, our city discharge to the bay with a permit from
 3    tailing ponds.  I hate to say this, but I get calls from
 4    my fellow Natives saying our fish are smelling like sewage
 5    because the discharge, the fish think it's food and they
 6    eat it.  Reason why I know, I send out samples, and about
 7    eight and a half miles of dead fish from where they --
 8    they discharge up the river, and I did not go toward the
 9    ocean where the current was.  That's the discharge.  I'm
10    scared these marine lines and these big ships you use when
11    they discharge, not from the sewage, but when you are
12    digging and whatever is in there.
13              These activities -- the ocean is our garden.
14    What happens in the ocean could impact us in the river.
15    Why?  Our fish migrate from the river to the ocean to do
16    their thing and get fat and go back.  You are not only
17    going to hurt just the sea mammals.  You are going to hurt
18    other fish up the river.  And you tell me, if there is an
19    oil spill, how are you going to clean it up?  I think it's
20    next to impossible because you can't because due to the
21    ice.
22              I know that current moves, and when it decide to
23    pile up, it will pile how many stories high.  And it will
24    have big icebergs out there.  And if you happen to spill,
25    just before you close out your exploration and you have a
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 1    spill and you have two weeks left and it's going to ice
 2    up, how are you going to clean that?  Tell me.  I will be
 3    amazed if you find a plan I could approve.  And if you get
 4    people to look at it, I would love to look at it.  I will
 5    be the first in line.
 6              This is going to hurt us, also.  If they do find
 7    exploration, they find oil and they start hauling that
 8    fuel out where you find it, other marine lines that do
 9    come through, through the narrows -- what I call narrows
10    is between Russia and Nome and Kotzebue and Point Hope.
11    That's going to do a lot of damage because that's where
12    our sea mammals migrate through from below Dillingham,
13    from the Aleutians past Barrow.
14              This is not only going to impact the North
15    Slope.  You are going to impact thousands and thousands of
16    miles because as a Native hunter, I hunt where -- I hunted
17    with kayak and I blow.  My grandpa showed me how to blow.
18    And I was nine years old when I dragged two oogruks in a
19    kayak.  I'm talking from years of experience, and I'm
20    getting close to 70.  This is what the Native food did to
21    me.  I'm proud of it.  For being close to 70, it's not
22    bad.
23              That say, this land, if you take care of it,
24    will take care of you.  So what you need to do is go to
25    the tribes for consultation.  And you say you get
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 1    weathered in.  You should make an extra effort to go back
 2    and make it -- that you go back and not use your private
 3    plane.  The pilot probably don't know the weather and the
 4    conditions as our local pilots.  And they don't worry.
 5    You are worried about time.  We Natives have time.  And
 6    you expect us to make time for you.  Vice versa.  You make
 7    time for us.  We need this time to protect our land.
 8              And Betsy got a call from one of the villages,
 9    from a tribal council member saying that you guys did not
10    go to Point Hope and did not have a
11    government-to-government consultation with Point Hope.
12    It's one of the heavy takers.  The reason why I know Point
13    Hope and Kivalina is heavy takers, when I was young when
14    they were doing Project Chariot, I was hired by their
15    scientist to take him around.  And I was nine.  God bless
16    me for this, I said.  I'll take you if you give me the
17    final results in the book.  I receive the book when I was
18    33 years old.  In the book, the surveys, and all it proved
19    to us that the Natives depended on the Chukchi Sea
20    heavily; not only Kivalina, not only Point Hope; Noatak,
21    too, Kotzebue, Buckner and Deering.  These are my
22    villages.  And this is our garden.  And this is our life.
23              And I would like to get more chance for people
24    to testify in the hub villages or in other village that's
25    being at the coastal, not only that village you pick.
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 1    There is villages all the way from Dillingham because when
 2    we satellite tag them seals in Kotzebue, within a few days
 3    they will be foraging on the other side, on the Russia
 4    side.  You want those?  I'll give them to you.
 5              It's amazing how fast they could go just to
 6    forage, just a few [indiscernible] what we did and just to
 7    prove it to us, because the one you are talking about here
 8    when the sea mammals are migrating north, they are good
 9    and fat, yet there is so much feed up north, they even
10    come back fatter.  When we shoot them and harvest them, we
11    don't -- I don't subsist; I harvest for my food.  They
12    will float because there is enough oil in them to float.
13    Even a beluga will float.  This is what I am saying.
14              It's not only going to impact the sea mammals;
15    the food chain, also.  Thank you.
16                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  I don't remember who
17    had a question first, but I think it was you, Mr. Harris,
18    that I saw your hand was up earlier.
19                    MR. DAVID HARRISON:  David Harrison.  And
20    I just wanted to make a comment, not so much for everybody
21    here, but all of the supporters of the Alaska Native
22    people.  I would recommend that we send out a notice to
23    all of the villages making a recommendation for the
24    Department, for the agencies, to go into every village for
25    a government-to-government consultation because the
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 1    continued drilling or proposed drilling is going to damage
 2    our food sources.  And if they allow this, then it was --
 3    like I said earlier, it's creating conditions of life
 4    calculated to bring about the physical destruction of the
 5    group in whole or part; in other words, genocide.
 6                    YOLANDA:  What I see tonight is, once
 7    again, it looks like they all, mining companies, dominate
 8    and control and manipulate this meeting again.  My name is
 9    Yolanda.
10                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Are you from here in
11    Anchorage?
12                    YOLANDA:  Yeah.
13                    MR. ARTHUR LAKE:  In reference to your
14    earlier -- about where you went, it does not matter --
15    distance doesn't matter.  Time does not matter.  You have
16    still have an obligation.  And in order to do that, you
17    have to change the way you operate in order to -- in order
18    to ensure that tribal consultation and the
19    government-to-government relationship happens.  It doesn't
20    matter about time and distance.  It doesn't reduce your
21    responsibilities as a federal agency of the United States
22    government.
23                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Okay.  We are right up
24    on that 10:00 time period.  I thank you very much for
25    attending.  Sir, you have got the last word.
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 1                    MR. DARRELL PETERSON:  My name is Darrell
 2    Peterson.  I signed up on that list.  I came to Alaska a
 3    long time ago.  I worked on Bristol Bay and Kodiak Island,
 4    the fish canneries, and I have been a teacher for a long
 5    time.  I retired.  I have been to the North Slope and I've
 6    worked there.  And actually, I was out on the ice.  In
 7    fact, the polar bear people came and talked to us, and we
 8    were their eyes and ears.  That has nothing to do with
 9    where I'm coming from.
10              I'm in favor of these leases because the big
11    reason is someone here mentioned that just across the way
12    is the Soviet Union and they are going to drill.  They are
13    going to drill, and it's going to be total.  It's going to
14    be any.  It's going to be the Chinese, because we have
15    given them all our money and they have got billions to
16    spend to drill, and they can reach across under the ground
17    20, 30 miles closer to you than what these guys are
18    talking about leasing here.
19              And I appreciate the fact that you guys need to
20    maintain your way of life out there.  I do.  I have been
21    there.  I like it.  I snowmachine.  I like going out at 20
22    below and doing my thing.  I like to hunt.  I grew up in a
23    town smaller than the ones you guys have talked about
24    here.  Thirty people.  I lived on elk meat and deer meat
25    most of my life.  Grew our own chickens and eggs.
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 1              But the point here is, you don't have ten years.
 2    They are going to take our money and they are going to
 3    start drilling, and we are going to lose out.  And if you
 4    haven't been to the Soviet Union to see how screwed up
 5    those guys are, if you think we are bad, go over there.  I
 6    have been there.  It's a disaster.  Every place you go is
 7    a disaster.  They are paying us money to pick up their oil
 8    spills from our companies.
 9              We are hiring our oil companies to go over and
10    fix up their spills.  And they are not stopping pumping.
11    They are just trying to make it.  It's an ecological
12    disaster.  That's what you have got.  They're going to
13    give them the lease, and they are going to start drilling.
14    So what you guys need to do here is coming up with a plan
15    that's going to work.  You might have five years.  You may
16    not.  That's the reality.
17              And once the oil gets spilled underneath the
18    ground -- and they won't care.  The Russians don't care.
19    They could care less.  Go.  Take a good look.  Charter a
20    plane to Magadan, go out and look and see what a gulag
21    looks like.  You can get around and see they how they
22    treat the environment.  Go far north.  They rape and
23    pillage the land like unbelievable.
24              And I just hope these guys -- I hope our federal
25    government realizes that these oil companies will go where
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 1    they can drill.  And they will -- no drilling rig at a
 2    million dollars a day sitting there, no oil company can
 3    afford that.  In fact, you and I as taxpayers, they write
 4    that off.  And you contributed to watching Shell leave
 5    that thing up there for $180 million and that came out of
 6    our pockets because they wrote that off dollar for dollar
 7    against us.  Okay.
 8              Anyway, Darrell Peterson.  Thank you very much.
 9                    MR. DAVID HARRISON:  Naturalize the oil
10    companies and get it over with.
11                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  I'd like to thank
12    everybody for attending this evening and participating in
13    this important public process.  Please drive home safely
14    and have a good night.
15               (Proceedings adjourned at 10:05 p.m.)
16
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 1                     P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S
  


 2                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  I have three minutes
  


 3   after 7:00, so we are going to go ahead and get started,
  


 4   and see if we can get the folks out in the lobby to come
  


 5   in and join the fun.
  


 6             Thank you very much for coming.  We are going to
  


 7   go ahead and get started.  My name is Jeffery Loman, and I
  


 8   am the Deputy Regional Director for the Bureau of Ocean
  


 9   Energy Management Regulation and Enforcement.  Thank you
  


10   very much for coming.
  


11             Just to let you know that the primary purpose of
  


12   this meeting, it's required under the National
  


13   Environmental Policy Act, or NEPA, because my agency is
  


14   considering a major federal action, and that action is the
  


15   consideration of oil and gas lease sales nationwide.
  


16             Tonight we are going to focus, though, on the
  


17   Alaska OCS and even more specifically the Chukchi Sea, the
  


18   Beaufort Sea and Cook Inlet.  Those three planning areas
  


19   are, under this Administration, being considered for oil
  


20   and gas lease sales in a new five-year plan that starts in
  


21   2012 and goes to 2017.
  


22             Unlike many other five-year plans, there is no
  


23   preconceived notion for a number of lease sales in any of
  


24   those areas.  It's a clean, blank slate.  One of the
  


25   things that NEPA requires -- NEPA, the National
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 1   Environmental Policy Act, requires that an agency consider
  


 2   the no-action decision.  So we are kind of starting with
  


 3   that in that we have no preconceived notion that we should
  


 4   hold any sales at all in any of those three planning
  


 5   areas.
  


 6             A little bit of history:  In the past five-year
  


 7   plans, the one we are operating under now and the one
  


 8   prior to that, there were many sales decided upon in those
  


 9   plans.  They didn't all take place.  In the last five-year
  


10   plan, for example, this Administration decided not to hold
  


11   two sales in the Beaufort Sea, two sales in the Chukchi
  


12   Sea, and a sale in the North Aleutian Basin that was part
  


13   of that plan.  So what is decided upon in a five-year plan
  


14   doesn't always happen.
  


15             The Cook Inlet has been a special interest only
  


16   planning area, and there has not been any interest.  The
  


17   agency goes out to industry and tries to solicit their
  


18   interest.  And so for the last several years, including
  


19   under this most recent plan, there has been no interest in
  


20   the OCS or the federal waters of the Cook Inlet.
  


21             Tonight's meeting is really a special meeting, a
  


22   continuance of the meeting that we held, I believe it's
  


23   been two weeks now.  I'm losing track of time.  Almost two
  


24   weeks.  We held a meeting here.  We had a very large
  


25   number of attendees, so many that we couldn't get everyone
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 1   that came and indicated that they wanted to speak a chance
  


 2   to speak, so we decided to hold another meeting tonight.
  


 3             The folks that we are going to listen to
  


 4   first -- because the primary purpose of this meeting, as
  


 5   much as we might like to hear ourselves talk, is to listen
  


 6   to you and to listen to what you have to say about the
  


 7   decision to hold oil and gas lease sales from 2012 to 2017
  


 8   in that new five-year plan.  You also may want to add
  


 9   certain considerations in the environmental review for the
  


10   Secretary of the Interior to consider; for example, a set
  


11   of alternatives, numbers of sales, the timing of sales,
  


12   the kind of analysis that the Secretary's people, myself,
  


13   our staff here, should consider as we prepare this
  


14   environmental impact statement.
  


15             Last meeting folks talked about a very wide
  


16   range, starting with the general importance to the economy
  


17   of oil and gas in Alaska, the declining throughput in
  


18   TAPS, the lack of infrastructure, the lack of Coast Guard
  


19   presence in the Arctic especially, the tremendous distance
  


20   from the Coast Guard and spill response staging areas to
  


21   these planning areas in the Arctic.  We heard that from
  


22   many of the communities.
  


23             And just to let you know, we have held public
  


24   meetings in Kotzebue, in Wainwright, Barrow, Nuiqsut and
  


25   Kaktovik.  We were weathered out of Point Hope and Point
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 1   Lay.  We did meet with some people from Point Hope and
  


 2   Point Lay in Barrow.  They were attending the Alaska
  


 3   Eskimo Whaling Commission mini convention.  And we
  


 4   conducted government-to-government consultation with the
  


 5   tribes in all of those communities and the Inupiat
  


 6   Community of the Arctic Slope.
  


 7             So we have got a lot of input.  It's substantive
  


 8   input.  And we hope to continue collecting your comments
  


 9   tonight.
  


10             Any questions?  Any questions about why we're
  


11   here.
  


12             We are going to start taking comments right off
  


13   the list that we left off with.  And I have top of my list
  


14   in order of the sign-up at our last meeting -- Nick Horras
  


15   is not here?  Seat empty.  Carl Wassilie.
  


16             Just to let you know, please state and spell
  


17   your name for the -- our court reporter, Mary Vavrik.  She
  


18   does a breathtakingly tremendous job at this, providing a
  


19   verbatim transcript.  And if you have written material
  


20   that you are speaking from, she would appreciate that to
  


21   help to get a verbatim copy.  I'm going to pass the mike
  


22   back and forth.
  


23             And Carl, you have got the floor.
  


24                   MR. CARL WASSILIE:   Okay.  So thank you,
  


25   Mr. Loman.  And I appreciate the opportunity here today.
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 1   My name is Carl Wassilie.  That's C-A-R-L, Wassilie,
  


 2   W-A-S-S-I-L-I-E.  And I am Yup'ik.  We are from the --
  


 3   western Alaska, the Bering Sea.  We have roots all over
  


 4   the coast.  And our relatives are no different than the
  


 5   ecosystem and the animals that migrate from all over the
  


 6   world into the area that we call home.
  


 7             And I just want to get -- wanted to -- I
  


 8   appreciate the supplemental opportunity to get on the
  


 9   record, considering the difficulty of the last meeting.  I
  


10   know it was packed in here.
  


11             So a couple recommendations.  I like what the
  


12   public affairs recommendation was, was to have it in a
  


13   different venue where more involvement of the public could
  


14   be, as well as maybe doing random drawings instead of a
  


15   first-come, first-served.  I think that would be
  


16   recommended as far as public meetings.
  


17             Now, I stand in support of those that have been
  


18   before me, of course.  And our relationship with the water
  


19   is no separate than -- no separate than it could be
  


20   scientifically shown that when we come out of the womb of
  


21   our mother, there is a certain -- even the consistency and
  


22   the salinity of the womb is the same salinity of the
  


23   ocean.  And so when we speak in terms of Mother Earth and
  


24   this language, the English language, it's in that relation
  


25   that we are not separate from the ocean.  We are not
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 1   separate from the earth.
  


 2             And so I really want to support the -- those
  


 3   that have made the effort in Point Hope.  And there is --
  


 4   yeah.  I was given -- in 2007, Native Village of Point
  


 5   Hope expressed opposition to all leasing in the Outer
  


 6   Continental Shelf and the Chukchi and Beaufort Seas, as
  


 7   well as any seismic activity that relates to oil and gas
  


 8   exploration and development.  And I personally would like
  


 9   to support that and [indiscernible].
  


10             I also want to make sure that I think that the
  


11   traditional knowledge -- that one of my recommendations,
  


12   before you continue on with these lease sales -- I don't
  


13   support these lease sales.  One of my recommendations
  


14   would be to include traditional ecological knowledge.
  


15   Indigenous science is the truth.  It's based off of
  


16   thousands of years of observation, which are the basis of
  


17   Western science, even.  So you can follow these same
  


18   theories in Western science that have already been played
  


19   out for thousands of years with the indigenous people,
  


20   including the management of these returning ancestors,
  


21   which we call Fish & Wildlife in Western terms.
  


22             So I just wanted to put that out there as a
  


23   recommendation, to include traditional ecological
  


24   knowledge into the baseline.
  


25             And you know, with the lease sale 193, there
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 1   were some issues in the court even regarding the Western
  


 2   laws, the laws that were broken in allowing that lease
  


 3   sale.  Now we are dealing with those consequences at this
  


 4   point in time.  And I think it's important to look at
  


 5   those -- you know, the court decisions that were made
  


 6   in -- that came from the lawsuit with the 193 lease sale
  


 7   before we move on, as well as recommendations by the Gulf
  


 8   of Mexico Spill Commission that reviewed the recent spill
  


 9   in the Gulf of Mexico.  I think that the information and
  


10   recommendations are not completely relevant to Alaska
  


11   since there is -- we don't have the same infrastructure
  


12   for oil spill response, as you mentioned, Mr. Loman.  I
  


13   appreciate that.
  


14             One key point that I found in these lease sales
  


15   is that -- that's important for the future recommendations
  


16   before moving on to the next lease sale and also to
  


17   include tribal government, and that's a trust
  


18   responsibility of the United States, too.  So I think
  


19   including tribal governments before moving on with these
  


20   lease sales is a key component.  And that could be played
  


21   out with continuing planning in ocean policy.
  


22             The coastal marine spatial planning of one
  


23   specific area, there is lots of overlaps.  Like I said
  


24   before, what happens in the Chukchi with the movement of
  


25   the animals, the biological cycle, the ecosystem, it --
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 1   through the seasons they change.  The animals and fish are
  


 2   moving.  There is many, many reports by the Arctic Council
  


 3   as well as the international -- the Arctic Council is an
  


 4   international peer reviewed -- they have peer reviewed
  


 5   journals as well as mounds of information that could be --
  


 6   as well as recommendations that could be made regarding
  


 7   the oil and gas development in the Arctic.
  


 8             The Arctic is one of the key areas for
  


 9   biological diversity on the planet, which had not been
  


10   completely put onto paper.  Like I said, traditional
  


11   ecological knowledge, the methodology is -- the only
  


12   difference is the Western science has it written on paper;
  


13   traditional indigenous science is done by thousands of
  


14   years through the culture of speaking, interacting,
  


15   hands-on experiential education by using that science and
  


16   knowledge from our Elders.
  


17             So I think these -- that those key points would
  


18   be -- could be very well integrated before moving forward
  


19   on the lease sale.  So I appreciate the opportunity.  Once
  


20   again, I do support the Native Village of Point Hope and I
  


21   think that their concerns are documented with the seismic
  


22   testing that occurred and observations by indigenous
  


23   people on the Russian side of the economic exclusive zone
  


24   in which the animals were scared from -- scared over in
  


25   2006 surveys and 2007.
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 1             So I think that -- that's an important note to
  


 2   take as you move forward toward these developing ocean
  


 3   policies.  I thank the federal government for taking
  


 4   action to -- and this interest of preserving the heritage
  


 5   that we continue to enjoy in the people as well as the
  


 6   people that have this as their way of life.  It's hard to
  


 7   explain in English, but it's beyond any -- any definitions
  


 8   in the Western language -- it's very difficult -- with
  


 9   some of the Elders' knowledge that can be passed on.
  


10             Thank you.
  


11                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you.  Are you
  


12   Nick?
  


13                   MR. NICK HORRAS:  Yeah.
  


14                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Okay.  You missed your
  


15   chance.  Do you want to wait or are you ready?  Walked
  


16   right in and got the floor.  The floor is yours.  Go
  


17   ahead.  We need your name for the court reporter and any
  


18   written material.  You have it on laptop?  Just leave that
  


19   MacBook Pearl with her.
  


20                   MR. NICK HORRAS:  Thank you very much.  I
  


21   submitted my testimony on-line last session, not thinking
  


22   I was going to have a chance to be here tonight.  So thank
  


23   you for bringing us back together again tonight.  I
  


24   applaud the committee for doing that.  I think it's
  


25   important for the public process.


           MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100







12


  
 1             Good evening.  My name is Nick Horras.  That's
  


 2   N-I-C-K H-O-R-R-A-S, and I'm a resident of Anchorage.  I
  


 3   am grateful for this opportunity to express my opinion as
  


 4   a citizen on the issue before us today, oil and gas
  


 5   leasing on the Beaufort and Chukchi Seas.  While I
  


 6   appreciate this opportunity to present, I also recognize
  


 7   that my voice as an individual is not as loud or
  


 8   influential as the oil companies looking to obtain these
  


 9   leases.  Nonetheless, I felt it important to be here
  


10   tonight.
  


11             And even though I'm only one voice, I felt it
  


12   important to express my concerns about continued offshore
  


13   oil development in the Chukchi and Beaufort.  My greatest
  


14   concern is the precedent set by these leases.  When are we
  


15   going to focus more on renewable energy development, less
  


16   so on fossil fuels?  When are we going to stop poking
  


17   holes in pristine environments to extract more oil, the
  


18   stuff we are so beholden to and the stuff that causes
  


19   conflict around the world and environmental disaster in
  


20   our own backyards.
  


21             Every dollar invested in fossil fuel development
  


22   is one less dollar available for renewable energy
  


23   development.  But then, again, why wouldn't energy
  


24   companies be interested in continuing to seek new oil
  


25   prospects when their annual revenues are soaring at levels
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 1   of 200- to $300 billion a year?
  


 2             Thankfully the U.S. military is beginning to
  


 3   recognize our overdependence on oil, and they are now
  


 4   focusing on further developing fuel from algae for its
  


 5   jets and aircraft carriers.  Test flights and sailings
  


 6   have been successful, and renewal fuels like algae make us
  


 7   more secure, saves us money, and is entirely renewable.
  


 8   And the exciting part is that the military is actually
  


 9   pulling it off.  It's happening.  And it can be done
  


10   thanks to properly placed investments.
  


11             And I'll leave it to the scientists and
  


12   environmental groups to remind us of the extreme potential
  


13   for disaster and impact on the local flora and fauna in
  


14   the Beaufort and Chukchi.  My stance, my concern is our
  


15   continued reliance on oil, period.  We are slaves to it,
  


16   and it's causing us to explore these developments in the
  


17   Arctic and beyond, very risky developments, at that.
  


18             The Interior Department's advertisement for
  


19   tonight's session said we need to hear from you to ensure
  


20   that we address all relevant issues and alternatives.
  


21   Let's remember what our alternatives are:  Renewable
  


22   energy, renewable fuel, and discontinued reliance on crude
  


23   oil to fuel our world.
  


24             I encourage Secretary Salazar to continue to
  


25   take this into careful consideration before allowing any
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 1   further leasing in the Beaufort or Chukchi.  Thank you.
  


 2                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you.  Delice
  


 3   Calcote.
  


 4                   MS. DELICE CALCOTE:  My name is Delice
  


 5   Calcote, D-E-L-I-C-E C-A-L-C-O-T-E.  I'm from Afognak
  


 6   Island.  I'm of the Water Clan.  And you know, our island
  


 7   was surrounded by Exxon Valdez oil spill.  My grandfather
  


 8   put his hand into those pink foamy crystals, and my
  


 9   grandfather died two years ago of lesions in his brain.
  


10             May 17, 1993, the Supreme Court decision on the
  


11   Oklahoma and Sac and Fox case was a nine-to-zero decision.
  


12   There were no dissenters.  And Sandra Day O'Connor told
  


13   them, what we have here today are three jurisdictions:
  


14   federal, tribal, and State.
  


15             And I'd like to point out that Cook Inlet is a
  


16   historical bay.  It has historical bay status before we
  


17   were a state, before that illicit thing.
  


18             I serve as a Secretary for Cook Inlet Marine
  


19   Mammal Council, which is chartered by the Cook Inlet
  


20   tribes.  They formed a treaty amongst themselves in 1994.
  


21   And I also serve the tribes at Alaska Intertribal Council.
  


22   The points that I would like to note are that there is a
  


23   government-to-government policy with the tribes, all
  


24   federally recognized tribes.  And there is 229 of them
  


25   that are federally recognized tribes, and we have several
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 1   that aren't.
  


 2             As you are aware, Cook Inlet beluga is listed on
  


 3   the Endangered Species List.  And Cook Inlet treaty tribes
  


 4   opposed any five-year lease sale here in Cook Inlet area.
  


 5   We have many concerns:  The air quality here in the
  


 6   Southcentral area.  At the Alaska Forum on the Environment
  


 7   three years ago we were informed that the air quality in
  


 8   Southcentral area is at top mercury levels.  I don't know
  


 9   if anyone is aware that there is, you know, know several
  


10   platforms that flare 24 hours a day.  They don't even
  


11   allow that to happen on -- in California.
  


12             In our many meetings with NOAA, National Marine
  


13   Fisheries Service, we were informed several years ago that
  


14   our salmon here in Cook Inlet would be listed as an
  


15   endangered species.  So along with our beluga that are on
  


16   the Endangered Species Act, we as tribes are very
  


17   concerned about the status of the salmon species.
  


18             There are sounds and discharges from sewers
  


19   whose permits have been automatically renewed, thus
  


20   avoiding critical impact from the public and from the
  


21   tribes.  We are concerned about oil spills and sunken tugs
  


22   that still are in Cook Inlet, have not been removed from
  


23   that platform.  I think that was over at Granite Point.
  


24   And there is no technology to clean up oil from icy
  


25   waters.  We have cumulative impacts from oil and gas that
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 1   are not known in the Cook Inlet historical bay.
  


 2             There is cumulative impacts from this large
  


 3   amount of air traffic where they get to dump fuel and the
  


 4   military admitted that they had dumped fuel.  I can't
  


 5   remember what the number was, but I knew that it was a
  


 6   number for every single day of the year, plus some.  And
  


 7   that's -- they called it emergency dumping.  So I guess
  


 8   they have an emergency every day.  And what is the impact
  


 9   of that JP2 on our -- on our health, on the health of the
  


10   animals, the cumulative impacts to the environment.
  


11             And we have chemtrail dumping that's happening
  


12   over the Southcentral area without informing us, notifying
  


13   us, bypassing public input.  I believe that's called lack
  


14   of due process of law.  We have mixing zones out here that
  


15   have been changed.  They are not protecting our -- the
  


16   critical habitat area and keeping that clean where -- we
  


17   have the beluga over here that use the Upper Cook Inlet
  


18   for their nursing and their birthing, feeding grounds.
  


19             We have over 200 abandoned oil pipelines in Cook
  


20   Inlet.  There is no plan for removing them.  They are just
  


21   going to stay there and rot.  And we have very serious
  


22   concerns about all the funds that were raised by all the
  


23   municipalities against the tribes and our stand on pushing
  


24   for the Endangered Species Act.  Our food takes priority
  


25   over development.
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 1             Along with the EIS which seems to be missing is
  


 2   the human health impacts.  We study the land, the
  


 3   environment.  Where is the human health impact?  What's
  


 4   the cumulative effects?  We are told by our ancestors and
  


 5   it's in our way that we make plans for seven generations
  


 6   later.  Where is the -- where is the plan for cleaning up
  


 7   Cook Inlet?  Where is the plan for keeping this air clean
  


 8   so that all of us enjoy clean air and clean water?  Every
  


 9   one of us needs clean air and clean water every day, not
  


10   just sometimes.  Every day.  And so do the animals.
  


11             Economy.  Where is the economy of our tribal
  


12   governments?  All this money that was raised by the -- by
  


13   the municipalities, where was the funds that came to the
  


14   tribes so that we could do studies?  We have been told
  


15   over and over by Minerals Management Service; now it's
  


16   BOEMRE.  We have asked for studies.  We wanted to have
  


17   traditional knowledge studies.
  


18             I'm the one who had to call them and ask them
  


19   after their budget -- after the federal budget was
  


20   approved and I wanted to know what happened to our
  


21   traditional knowledge study.  Oh, there were other things
  


22   that were more important was the answer.  So we got pushed
  


23   back to the back burner again.
  


24             I just want to say that I'm totally against any
  


25   planned development without lack of serious studying and
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 1   funding and significantly including our tribal governments
  


 2   of the Cook Inlet area.  And the Cook Inlet tribes are
  


 3   also supporting the North Slope tribes in the work that
  


 4   they are doing and standing against development in their
  


 5   critical areas for their food and for the furtherance
  


 6   seven generations down the line.
  


 7             I want to thank you for holding this again and
  


 8   for letting us say our say.  Thank you.
  


 9                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you very much.
  


10   Craig Sorenson.  Brian Lyke.  Mr. Harrison, you have the
  


11   floor.
  


12                   MR. DAVID HARRISON:  First of all,
  


13   Jeffery, I have to apologize for chewing you out at the
  


14   last meeting.  And I apologize for chewing you out at the
  


15   last meeting, and I thank you for holding this meeting.
  


16   My name is Tutchuda.  I am Ahtna Tana.  I am from Nay'dini
  


17   aa Na'.  I said it's my Indian name.  Is Tutchuda.  My
  


18   English name is David Harrison.
  


19             I'm from the Copper River people.  I domicile in
  


20   my village of Chickaloon.  I don't reside in Alaska.  My
  


21   ancestors have been here since time immemorial.  They have
  


22   been recorded right here in Cook Inlet for over 25,000
  


23   years.  Everyone in this room who is not indigenous is a
  


24   Johnny-come-lately.  And they have come here to partake in
  


25   our country, and we have shared our country with you.  We
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 1   protected our country, and none of our people were walking
  


 2   around starving.  None of our people were walking up and
  


 3   down these streets in these cities without a place to live
  


 4   or food to eat.  We all had a place.  We all worked
  


 5   together.
  


 6             Our people, after sharing our country with you,
  


 7   have been pushed to the back of the bus.  And you have
  


 8   done this because you see our resources.  They are not
  


 9   your resources.  They are not the federal government's
  


10   resources.  They are not the State of Alaska's resources.
  


11   They are the indigenous people of Alaska's resources.
  


12                   AN UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Thank you.
  


13                   MR. DAVID HARRISON:  They are our
  


14   resources that the creator put here to take care of us.
  


15   And they gave us the responsibility to take care of them
  


16   because if we take care of them, it will take care of us.
  


17   It will provide everything that we need to exist in this
  


18   world today, not just for a couple of years, not until
  


19   this oil runs out or the coal runs out or the gas runs out
  


20   or the timber runs out or the fish run out or any of the
  


21   marine mammals, the land animals, the moose, the caribou,
  


22   the sheep.
  


23             These resources, in our opinion, are not for
  


24   sale.  These oil and gas resources can be viewed as no
  


25   differently than the blood that flows through your veins.
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 1   This world depends on keeping that oil and gas where it's
  


 2   at, no differently than your need to keep the blood in
  


 3   your body where it's at.
  


 4             You want to drink oil?  You go right ahead.  We
  


 5   will see how long you last.  You want to drink clean
  


 6   water?  You will live a long time.  You want to breathe
  


 7   clean air?  You will live a long time.  These resources
  


 8   are a necessity for all existence.  We need to keep them
  


 9   where they at.
  


10             I'm the Executive Director for the Alaska
  


11   Intertribal Council.  I advocate in behalf of 229
  


12   federally recognized tribes in Alaska.  At the end of last
  


13   year, they elected me unanimously to chair the
  


14   organization.  That's pretty uncommon whenever you are
  


15   dealing with the diversity of indigenous people and the
  


16   indigenous nations that are in Alaska.  And there are
  


17   seven.  And this is their country.  It's not the State's.
  


18   It's not the federal government.
  


19             And the State of Alaska, at every chance they
  


20   get, they are creating genocide against Alaska Native
  


21   people.  And I say that and I mean that because they are
  


22   creating conditions of life that are calculated to bring
  


23   about the physical destruction of the Alaska Native people
  


24   in whole and in part.
  


25             The United States passed a genocide act in 1988.
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 1   It's been in existence since 1953 on the international
  


 2   level.  The United States acknowledged when they became a
  


 3   territory and when they became signatory to the United
  


 4   Nations charter, their obligation was to bring the
  


 5   indigenous people up to determine their own future.
  


 6   Instead, a couple world wars happened.
  


 7             Who created Alaska?  The State?  Not Alaska
  


 8   Native people.  They were refused the right to vote on
  


 9   statehood.  Say, oh, you gave it up under ANCSA.  Which of
  


10   these villages gave those people, those 576 people, the
  


11   right to speak in behalf of almost 80,000 at that time?
  


12   There is not one village that I know of that gave any of
  


13   those people an opportunity or the right to speak in their
  


14   behalf.
  


15             In 1971, the federal government, the State, the
  


16   oil companies, terminated another act of genocide, all of
  


17   our children born after December 18, 1971.  And then you
  


18   wonder why we are angry.  You wonder why our kids are
  


19   angry.  You wonder why there is such disparity among our
  


20   peoples.  Things haven't been put right.
  


21             You have an opportunity to make sure that not
  


22   only our children, but your children have a clean place to
  


23   live in this world.  If you don't, shame on you.  Tell
  


24   your kids that you helped kill them.  You helped make it
  


25   so that they had to spend hundreds and hundreds of
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 1   thousands of dollars buying bottled water that's been
  


 2   filtered instead of drinking clean, pure, pristine water.
  


 3   Tell them that.  I will have to tell my grandchildren.
  


 4   And I'm the father of ten children.  I have 13
  


 5   grandchildren.  I'm speaking for all of them.
  


 6             And I stand here today emphatically opposed to
  


 7   any more oil and gas development in Alaska onshore,
  


 8   offshore, wherever.  There are so many holes drilled out
  


 9   there and there is so much oil that's already there.  The
  


10   State of Alaska says, oh, the pipeline is a third full.
  


11   There is no excuse for that because they have already
  


12   found the oil to fill that thing up for many more hundreds
  


13   of years.
  


14             Why are we, the indigenous people, living in
  


15   poverty with all of these resources that the federal
  


16   government and the State of Alaska have ripped from our
  


17   lands?  Not only the coal, oil and gas, the timber, the
  


18   fish.  Who is suffering?  Not the State, not the Feds, but
  


19   Alaska's indigenous people are suffering because the
  


20   federal government and the State of Alaska refuse to abide
  


21   by their own laws.
  


22             The State of Alaska Constitution, Article 12,
  


23   Section 12 states the State and its people shall forever
  


24   disclaim any and all fishing rights forever to the Alaska
  


25   Native people.  Alaska Native people try and go out there
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 1   and catch our fish so that we can live.  The State comes
  


 2   and arrests us.  They want you as a sport fisherman to
  


 3   collect their dollar because they are telling you you are
  


 4   a sport fisherman.
  


 5             Many people who live in Alaska fish and hunt and
  


 6   eat it.  And if you think it's fun to go out and kill an
  


 7   animal, then you need to go to API, the Alaska Psychiatric
  


 8   Institute, to get your head examined because it's not fun
  


 9   to go out and to kill an animal and play with it just
  


10   because the State says you can.
  


11             It's important that we maintain the health of
  


12   our food sources.  We have seen just recently in the
  


13   Nordic countries where they have had that oil spill over
  


14   there, the technology is not available for cleaning oil
  


15   spill up out of the Arctic.  We have seen in Prince
  


16   William Sound the oil companies cannot be trusted.  We
  


17   have seen the lack of responsibility from the federal
  


18   government and the State of Alaska because there are still
  


19   ten million barrels of oil in Prince William Sound on the
  


20   beaches.  Those communities still are suffering from that
  


21   spill.  How many years later?  Those oil companies were
  


22   told to pay money.  They still haven't paid.  They still
  


23   haven't paid to clean it up.
  


24             And I'm going to ask the United States and the
  


25   State of Alaska, when are you going to stop kowtowing to
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 1   the oil industry?  When are you going to stop them from
  


 2   controlling and running Alaska state politics?
  


 3             The technology is already here for alternate
  


 4   energies that are clean energy.  We don't need the oil
  


 5   companies to continue to rape, pillage and plunder the
  


 6   resources, today, tomorrow, or next year, next week or the
  


 7   next hundred years.
  


 8             Thank you.
  


 9                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you,
  


10   Mr. Harrison.  Kathryn Hicks.
  


11                   MS. KATHRYN HICKS:  I didn't know I was
  


12   coming for a civil war here.  It's a little bit of a
  


13   surprise for me.  But last year -- last week when I was
  


14   here, many people spoke and stated my beliefs much better
  


15   than I can.  But I wanted to testify today that I think
  


16   this entire hearing is a waste of time.  This
  


17   Administration has made up its mind.  They want nothing
  


18   more than to shut down Alaska.  I was at the hearing on
  


19   February 25th and heard many intelligent statements.  I
  


20   watched Mr. Loman's face pucker every time somebody
  


21   testified that we need these leases in asking our
  


22   government to allow us to drill what should be our own
  


23   oil.  I realize that you think you can shut us down by
  


24   regulating us to death.  The Wilderness Society, Sierra
  


25   Club and all its minions want Alaska to be their own
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 1   national park.  The Obama Administration is doing all they
  


 2   can to comply.
  


 3             I can hardly wait for November 2012.  Trouble
  


 4   is, I don't know if our country will be here by then.  If
  


 5   the greenies were truly concerned about the environment,
  


 6   they would focus their energies on Russia and other Third
  


 7   World countries that have no environmental concerns
  


 8   whatsoever.  They aren't concerned about the environment.
  


 9   This is only a ruse to destroy American capitalism.
  


10                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you, Kathryn.
  


11   Mayor Sullivan.
  


12                   MAYOR DAN SULLIVAN:  Thank you very much.
  


13   Good evening.  Thank you for allowing me to testify.  For
  


14   the record, my name is Dan Sullivan, D-A-N
  


15   S-U-L-L-I-V-A-N.  I have the distinct honor and privilege
  


16   of serving as the mayor of Anchorage.  I'm also very
  


17   humbled to be in the room with folks who have different
  


18   points of view.  This is a good process, and it's good to
  


19   hear from everybody.  We don't always agree, but -- I'm
  


20   lifelong Alaskan, the son of lifelong Alaskans and several
  


21   generations before that, but I'm always humbled when I'm
  


22   in the room with folks whose generations span much longer
  


23   than mine, and I appreciate the viewpoints.
  


24             My jurisdiction as mayor spans nearly 2,000
  


25   square miles and includes approximately 300,000 residents,
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 1   which comprises over 40 percent of the entire population
  


 2   of Alaska.  And I'm speaking fairly narrowly about the
  


 3   interests of the residents that I represent as mayor.
  


 4             I'm testifying this evening to support including
  


 5   the Chukchi and Beaufort Seas and Cook Inlet waters in the
  


 6   five-year leasing program.  I strongly oppose any further
  


 7   delay of development of Alaska's offshore oil and gas
  


 8   resources.  The economic impact of choosing not to develop
  


 9   the Chukchi, Beaufort or Cook Inlet resource will be
  


10   devastating to the Anchorage economy.
  


11             Cook Inlet provides the natural gas that heats
  


12   our homes, schools, businesses, and military bases and
  


13   powers the turbines that provides most of our electricity.
  


14   Meeting these energy needs is essential to the personal
  


15   safety and well-being of all who live here.
  


16             In addition to our basic energy needs, Anchorage
  


17   is the state's economic center, and our local economy
  


18   relies heavily on the health of the Trans-Alaska pipeline.
  


19   It is simply essential to get more oil flowing through the
  


20   pipeline.  The proven resources available in the Chukchi
  


21   and Beaufort Seas are perhaps the most promising long-term
  


22   solution to maintaining the viability of TAPS.
  


23             The time is of the essence in moving development
  


24   projects forward.  Further delays threaten the viability
  


25   of the pipeline itself.  That would be an economic
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 1   disaster of national proportion.  I repeat, of national
  


 2   proportion, and the interesting thing would be of our
  


 3   choosing.
  


 4             We have natural disasters out there that we have
  


 5   no control over, whether it's a hurricane or an
  


 6   earthquake.  But to allow that pipeline to become inactive
  


 7   literally would be a disaster.  As a state and a nation,
  


 8   we need to responsibly move forward with domestic offshore
  


 9   energy production.
  


10             I encourage the Bureau of Ocean Energy
  


11   Management to continue its work to evaluate regulatory
  


12   structures that improve safety and spill response while
  


13   making sure offshore energy production is done both
  


14   responsibly but, as well, timely.
  


15             World events today show without question just
  


16   how fundamental Alaska's assets are to our national
  


17   security.  If the U.S. government does not provide a
  


18   reasonable regulatory environment, the companies who are
  


19   in a position to invest elsewhere will do so and will
  


20   funnel billions of dollars to Outside economies that
  


21   likely do not have our stringent regulatory framework and,
  


22   in many cases, do not support our national interests.
  


23             Again, I strongly oppose any further delays in
  


24   the development of Alaska's offshore oil and gas
  


25   resources, and I urge that you include the Chukchi,
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 1   Beaufort and Cook Inlet waters in the 2012-2017 lease
  


 2   program.
  


 3             Thank you again for the opportunity.
  


 4                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Sergio Awnie.  Charlie
  


 5   Berker.  Kris Warren.
  


 6                  MR. KRIS WARREN:  Thank you, and good
  


 7   evening.  It's Kris, K-R-I-S, Warren, W-A-R-R-E-N.  And
  


 8   I've lived here in Anchorage for 28 years.  I'm a retired
  


 9   manager with Anchorage Water and Wastewater Utility.  I've
  


10   got over 35 years' experience working in the environmental
  


11   protection business.  Also my wife is a co-owner of a
  


12   mid-sized hotel here in Anchorage employing 35 Alaskans
  


13   whose livelihoods depend on Alaska's sustainable economic
  


14   future.
  


15             I'm here tonight to express my support for oil
  


16   and gas lease sales off the coast of Alaska.  Without new
  


17   oil production, TAPS is likely to be shut down within the
  


18   next ten years.  The Chukchi and Beaufort Seas have
  


19   enormous potential oil and gas deposits which must be
  


20   responsibly developed to ensure that the nation's and
  


21   Alaska's economy will continue to prosper.  The U.S. is
  


22   going to require -- continue to require vast quantities of
  


23   oil for the foreseeable future in spite of the ongoing
  


24   efforts to develop alternative forms of energy.
  


25             So why not develop U.S. resources rather than


           MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100







29


  
 1   continue our reliance on oil from place likes Venezuela,
  


 2   Iran and the volatile Middle East?  Why not employ U.S.
  


 3   workers using U.S. produced building materials to produce
  


 4   U.S. oil?  I've got a 14-year-old grandson whose future in
  


 5   Alaska depends on the development and production of
  


 6   Alaska's resources.  The vast majority of Alaskans support
  


 7   resource development and are frustrated at the efforts of
  


 8   extremists environment lawsuit industry, the courts, the
  


 9   news media, and even the movie industry to shut down the
  


10   very resource industries upon which the majority of
  


11   Alaskan's jobs depend.
  


12             Even more upsetting, the federal government
  


13   appears to be a willing partner in the effort to destroy
  


14   our state's economy through its entangled permitting
  


15   processes, needless delays, and endless studies.  I think
  


16   it's safe to say that everybody here tonight who are
  


17   testifying, whether you are for or against oil
  


18   development, consumed petroleum products in order to
  


19   attend this meeting.  Surely you would not prefer that the
  


20   oil we consume come from other places on earth where the
  


21   U.S. is hated and environmental regulations are less
  


22   stringent.
  


23             In conclusion, I strongly believe the federal
  


24   government should move forward with offshore oil lease
  


25   sales and, more importantly, once those leases are sold,
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 1   permit exploration to proceed and discoveries to be
  


 2   produced.  Now is the time to promote policies that
  


 3   encourage job creation while growing the economy and
  


 4   providing the nation with much needed locally produced
  


 5   energy supplies.
  


 6             Thank you for the opportunity to comment.
  


 7                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you very much.
  


 8   JoAnn Zeringoe.  Glenn Maulding.  Deborah Blatchford.
  


 9   Whit Sheard.  Nils Bolsen [sic].  Mr. Bolsen.
  


10                   AN UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  He just stepped
  


11   out.  He was here.
  


12                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  It's called stage
  


13   fright.  We will get back to Nils.  He might get some
  


14   courage up.  Are you Nils?
  


15                   MR. NILS BOISEN:  Yes.  I am sorry.
  


16                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Was it stage fright?
  


17                   MR. NILS BOISEN:  It was my son's --
  


18                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Okay.  Good.
  


19                   MR. NILS BOISEN:  Thank you for the
  


20   opportunity for those of us who didn't get to speak on the
  


21   25th to come and say our piece.  My name is Nils Boisen,
  


22   N-I-L-S B-O-I-S-E-N.  I work for the Eyak Preservation
  


23   Council.  They are an environmental and social justice
  


24   organization out of Cordova.
  


25             First off, I'd just like to say there is no
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 1   doubt that fossil fuel and the hydrocarbons we get from
  


 2   oil are an extremely important resource.  They are 90
  


 3   percent -- 98 percent, perhaps, of the -- of our
  


 4   livelihoods in the modern developed world.  They are our
  


 5   medicine, they are our materials, they are our, besides
  


 6   our fuel, they are pesticides, they are fertilizers.  It's
  


 7   everything, and we are very dependent on it.  But it's a
  


 8   finite resource, and it's going to run out.
  


 9             To continue oil and gas development in this
  


10   state is a pipe dream.  It's just postponing the
  


11   inevitable, which is an economic crash in this state.
  


12   Secondly, to touch on the environmental aspect of this,
  


13   you can have all the security and safety and measurements
  


14   to keep accidents from happening, but human error is
  


15   something you cannot really account for in doing so.
  


16   Exxon Valdez is an example of that; the Deep Water Horizon
  


17   is an example of that; and what recently has happened in
  


18   Norway is an example of that.
  


19             I have been living in Norway for ten years, and
  


20   I can tell you that Norway is the most technologically
  


21   advanced nation for offshore oil and gas development and
  


22   oil spill response.  The oil spill that has recently
  


23   happened, it's very interesting that the Alaskan media has
  


24   almost mentioned nothing about it.  Norway climatically
  


25   and environmentally is very similar to Alaska.  The major
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 1   difference is that Norway is far more developed with
  


 2   infrastructure and technology.
  


 3             And the fact that the Norwegian government, the
  


 4   Coast Guard is having such an incredibly hard time dealing
  


 5   with this rather minor oil spill -- it's an incredibly bad
  


 6   environmental accident, but it could have been a lot
  


 7   worse.  And they are still having probably the worst time
  


 8   of dealing with it of any oil accident they have had.  And
  


 9   they have had other oil spills in recent years; this,
  


10   though, being the first in icy conditions with snow
  


11   falling on the cleanup.  And they are pretty much at their
  


12   wits' ends.  If Norway is having a hard time, Alaska has
  


13   no hope.
  


14             That said, I'm vehemently against the leases
  


15   going forward, that on behalf of those who are now and
  


16   will be in the future dependent on those renewable
  


17   resources, that offshore oil drilling threatens the
  


18   fishing economy, mainly.  And on behalf of the environment
  


19   at large and those who will be inheriting Alaska and the
  


20   world at large, I'm against this.
  


21             Thank you.
  


22                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you very much.
  


23   Brandon Heady.  Lynette Moreno-Hinz.
  


24                   AN UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  She's coming.
  


25                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Did I hear she was
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 1   coming?
  


 2                   MS. LYNETTE MORENO-HINZ:  I'm right here.
  


 3                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Are you Lynette?
  


 4                   MS. LYNETTE MORENO-HINZ:  Yes, I am.  Good
  


 5   evening.  Thank you very much for listening to the
  


 6   opposition side because we were not given the -- you know,
  


 7   the opportunity to speak the last time, and so giving us
  


 8   the opportunity shows that there is balance.
  


 9             My name is Lynette Moreno-Hinz, and I was born
  


10   in Sitka, Alaska, at age 11 moved to Anchorage, and for
  


11   the last 32 years I have been driving a cab here.  I get
  


12   the chance to pick up a lot of different people and give
  


13   them a ride.  And in my cab driving experiences and my
  


14   life, I've had the opportunity to meet a lot of good
  


15   people, but also I have the opportunity to listen to a lot
  


16   of different points of view.
  


17             And you know that Alaska, there is people that
  


18   come here because I pick them up, they come into this
  


19   state that are not Native.  And sometimes they don't get
  


20   to bother to know the Native people or the culture.
  


21             Today I picked up a Native individual, a man
  


22   from a hotel.  And last night the Anchorage tribes of
  


23   Tlingit and Haida met, and what we did, we brought a
  


24   little bit of food.  All I had was given to me a little,
  


25   little bag of some smoked strips, and they were cut up so
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 1   tiny, tiny.  So when I picked up this individual -- he was
  


 2   from up north, and he told me he was from Kotzebue.  He
  


 3   was so grateful for the little, tiny pieces of fish that I
  


 4   gave him.  And I really felt bad because I'm Alaska Native
  


 5   and it's hard for me to go out and practice the
  


 6   subsistence lifestyle because, like David mentioned -- I'm
  


 7   sorry.  Gather Harrison mentioned -- David is his
  


 8   brother -- that we have to abide by the State rules.  We
  


 9   have to get licenses, and we have to do what we are
  


10   supposed to do or we get in trouble and we get sent to
  


11   jail.  My uncle got sent to jail in Juneau -- in Sitka.
  


12   He lived in Sitka.
  


13             And when I was protesting in different places,
  


14   like the Dena'ina Center when our ex-governor Sarah Palin
  


15   was there, I was told -- I think it was her mother and
  


16   father that drove by in a fancy $60,000 vehicle.  And my
  


17   car is parked outside.  It's paid for, but it's run down.
  


18   And they told me -- I was standing by some -- two
  


19   Americans that were protesting the war.  And I was the
  


20   only one outside.  It was cold.  And they told me to go
  


21   home.  So on the side of my poster, I wrote, I am home.
  


22   And it was very vicious.  Sometimes people are not nice,
  


23   no.  You can't always be nice.  I realize that, but it was
  


24   very disgusting.  And I know that in the process of what I
  


25   had been doing, I know why I do it.


           MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100







35


  
 1             I was past President of the Tlingit and Haida
  


 2   tribes, but I am opposed to the development of the
  


 3   Chukchi, the Beaufort, and the Cook Inlet because, stated
  


 4   here, we have alternative energies.  But I was also told
  


 5   by my husband, who is nonNative, that there is some place
  


 6   called Gull -- Gull Island or something in the north and
  


 7   that they found out that there is lots of oil up there.
  


 8             But that individual man that I talked to earlier
  


 9   this morning, the Native guy, he told me -- I said, are
  


10   you for it or against it?  And he said he's against it
  


11   because of subsistence.  My ancestry, they collected
  


12   nickels and pennies to organize the Alaska Native
  


13   Brotherhood and Sisterhood to be able to travel -- excuse
  


14   me.  My glasses were lowering -- to be able to travel
  


15   across the land in Southeast.  And they didn't have money
  


16   back then.
  


17             The little bit of money that we get from the
  


18   Native corporations, the nonNatives view it very tainted
  


19   because they think, oh, look, there is another Native.
  


20   They have got, you know, the Native corporation money.
  


21   That's what they think.  And they don't realize that that
  


22   Native corporation money isn't much, but that's not what
  


23   we are about, about money.
  


24             Arctic Slope Regional came the last night to
  


25   testify.  And they support drilling.  That's a
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 1   corporation.  Just recently they were recognizing the
  


 2   women in the Alaska Native land claims.  The corporations
  


 3   have not done all good, but they have not done all evil.
  


 4   But there is no balance there.  There is a lot of abuses.
  


 5   And it's not just in one corporation.
  


 6             So I would really like you to consider --
  


 7   reconsider, because I did.  And I know who I am, I know
  


 8   where I came from, and I know where I'm going.
  


 9             Thank you very much.
  


10                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you, Lynette.
  


11   Nicole Whittington-Evans.  Nicole.
  


12                   MS. NICOLE WHITTINGTON-EVANS:  Hello.  My
  


13   name is Nicole Whittington-Evans, and I'm the Regional
  


14   Director for the Alaska office of the Wilderness Society,
  


15   or TWS.  I want to thank you, BOEMRE, for holding this
  


16   meeting and allowing our organization this opportunity to
  


17   comment tonight on the 2012 to 2017 five-year OCS plan.
  


18             TWS has engaged in Arctic Ocean OCS issues for
  


19   close to a decade, and we are working to protect
  


20   ecologically important areas in the Arctic both on and
  


21   offshore and ensure that if and where oil and gas
  


22   development does occur, it is done well and in appropriate
  


23   locations.
  


24             I am here tonight with one of my colleagues in
  


25   the audience, Lois Epstein, an engineer and TWS' Arctic
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 1   Program Director, who has spent over 20 years working on
  


 2   oil and gas technical and policy issues, nearly half in
  


 3   Alaska, and who was a technical advisor on the report to
  


 4   the President in May of 2010 which contained
  


 5   recommendations on increasing offshore drilling safety.
  


 6   Lois would have been here a week ago Friday to testify,
  


 7   but she was stuck in Nuiqsut due to weather after the
  


 8   BOEMRE hearing there.
  


 9             It is TWS' position that BOEMRE needs to take
  


10   the time needed to make scientifically justified policy
  


11   decisions before holding lease sales in the Arctic Ocean.
  


12   It is premature to move forward with new leases in the
  


13   Arctic Ocean without accomplishing, at a minimum, the
  


14   following four points:
  


15             One ensuring adequate scientific information on
  


16   marine and potentially affected coastal resources is
  


17   available and included in decisionmaking.  Two, performing
  


18   marine and coastal spatial planning to determine key
  


19   offshore areas warranting protection.  Three, ensuring
  


20   sufficient spill cleanup capabilities and infrastructure
  


21   are in place.  Four, BOEMRE promulgating needed
  


22   regulations and ensuring sufficient drilling oversight by
  


23   adequate enforcement resources, governmental
  


24   accountability, and transparency and other measures.
  


25             Additionally, it will be important to develop a
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 1   mechanism to ensure that industry/whaler conflict
  


 2   avoidance agreements are enforceable, something very
  


 3   important to coastal communities.  If there is any doubt
  


 4   about blowouts and other offshore problems in the Arctic,
  


 5   consider that the Alaska Oil and Gas Conservation
  


 6   Commission in its 50th anniversary report lists ten North
  


 7   Slope and eight Cook Inlet blowout events, with four of
  


 8   the latter offshore in shallow water.
  


 9             Additionally, there are other ways substantial
  


10   amounts of crude can enter the water from offshore
  


11   drilling.  For example, in 1989 a frozen valve on Amoco's
  


12   Anna offshore platform in Cook Inlet caused a spill of
  


13   over 20,000 gallons of crude.  Cleanup was not attempted
  


14   due to 80 to 90 percent moving ice floes.
  


15             As for lessons from BP's Deep Water Horizon
  


16   tragedy, we have learned from the Oil Spill Commission's
  


17   hearings that well-financed drilling companies could, one,
  


18   misinterpret data from a key well integrity test; two,
  


19   decide not to utilize potentially critical well components
  


20   because they would take too long to arrive in the Gulf, a
  


21   delivery situation that would be much worse in the Arctic;
  


22   and three, not take actions that would have mitigated much
  


23   of the tragedy, such as using the platforms diverter
  


24   system.
  


25             What the Oil Spill Commission's hearings have
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 1   demonstrated is that no matter how good the regulatory
  


 2   oversight -- and everyone acknowledges that BOEMRE needs
  


 3   regulatory improvements -- there will be infrequent but
  


 4   highly tragic spill events.  The fact that a November of
  


 5   2010 state report showed 44 spills per year and nearly one
  


 6   spill every two months over 1,000 gallons on the North
  


 7   Slope from 1995 to 2009 does not give us confidence that
  


 8   federal and State governments have sufficient oversight
  


 9   over Arctic oil operations.
  


10             Lois, who attended the BOEMRE hearings in Barrow
  


11   and Nuiqsut, did not hear a single person at either
  


12   hearing unconditionally support drilling in the Arctic
  


13   Ocean.  We understand this was also the case in Kaktovik.
  


14             We believe there are strong scientific and
  


15   policy reasons why BOEMRE is not ready at this time to
  


16   proceed with lease sales in the 2012 to 2017 time frame in
  


17   the Arctic.  BOEMRE should get its existing house in order
  


18   and ensure that Gulf and Pacific coast drilling is safe,
  


19   spill likelihood is minimized, and cleanup mechanisms
  


20   significantly improved before allowing the Arctic Ocean
  


21   frontier to be open for business.
  


22             Thank you very much for the opportunity to speak
  


23   tonight.
  


24             Also, I forgot to state my name and spell it.
  


25   Nicole Whittington-Evans, spelled N-I-C-O-L-E
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 1   W-H-I-T-T-I-N-G-T-O-N-E-V-A-N-S.
  


 2                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Judy Miller.  Judy?
  


 3   Raychelle Daniel.
  


 4                   MS. RAYCHELLE DANIEL:  That's Raychelle,
  


 5   R-A-Y-C-H-E-L-L-E, and Daniel, D-A-N-I-E-L.  Thank you,
  


 6   Mr. Loman and Dr. Kendall, for having this hearing tonight
  


 7   and for allowing us to state our views.
  


 8             I was born and raised in Alaska in Western
  


 9   Alaska in a family dependent on subsistence.  And that
  


10   helped me to move forward.  And I also have a background
  


11   actually in Western science; for those of you who were
  


12   here earlier heard Carl talk about those differences.  And
  


13   I am here tonight to speak on behalf of the PEW
  


14   Environment Group, who I work for.
  


15             And first we like to acknowledge and thank the
  


16   Secretary and the Bureau of Ocean and Energy Management
  


17   for the steps taken by the department towards management
  


18   reform of offshore oil and gas activities in the months
  


19   following the Deep Water Horizon disaster.  And those
  


20   structural changes within the department that we are
  


21   referring are increased safety standards for drilling
  


22   operations and the commitment for some science and
  


23   decisionmaking.  And we think that these could provide a
  


24   new direction and create an opportunity for cultural
  


25   change within the agency.


           MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100







41


  
 1             However, there are more changes to be made,
  


 2   including implementing some of the national level reform
  


 3   at the regional level.  And continued vigilance will be
  


 4   required to ensure that these reforms are implemented as
  


 5   intended.
  


 6             And the 2012 to 2017 five-year leasing schedule
  


 7   currently under development by BOEM will set the stage for
  


 8   oil and gas development in the future, and it will also
  


 9   provide the first opportunity for the Bureau to
  


10   demonstrate a new approach to offshore oil and gas leasing
  


11   and management.  And if BOEM's work forward is to be
  


12   meaningful, this new approach and these recent reforms
  


13   should guide development for the future.  And so BOEM will
  


14   need to ensure that offshore drilling is balanced with the
  


15   protection of the many uses and resources of the Outer
  


16   Continental Shelf.
  


17             Throughout the history of offshore drilling in
  


18   the U.S., the former Minerals Management Service gave too
  


19   little consideration to -- in the U.S. to the negative
  


20   impacts from drilling activities that they have on
  


21   biological and ecological resources in marine and coastal
  


22   environments or the needs and concerns from local
  


23   communities in the Arctic in particular.
  


24             In the 1980s, DOI shifted a practice of tracked
  


25   leasing to area-wide leasing, and now up to tens of
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 1   millions of acres are offered for lease at once.  And we
  


 2   recommend that the department reassess this practice.
  


 3   BOEM should more narrowly define the lease areas for a
  


 4   meaningful assessment of the resources and potential
  


 5   impacts.
  


 6             While there have been small buffers in
  


 7   subsistence deferrals in the Beaufort and Chukchi program
  


 8   area, in the previous five-year plans, those deferrals are
  


 9   inadequate in size and scope.  There are additional areas
  


10   that existing scientific information, including
  


11   traditional knowledge, that suggest areas that are
  


12   biologically important that should be off limits to
  


13   leasing.  So in future -- in the future five-year leasing
  


14   schedules, BOEM should prioritize important resources,
  


15   habitats, and uses, particularly subsistence, and
  


16   eliminate biologically important or subsistence areas from
  


17   the program areas, entirely from the lease sale areas.
  


18             So taking those sensitive areas off the table
  


19   early in the planning process will ensure that the leasing
  


20   is confined to areas where development can occur with
  


21   minimal impact on other resources and uses.
  


22             We also suggest that BOEM consider convening
  


23   stakeholders to openly discuss and find answers to
  


24   questions regarding if, when, and how offshore drilling
  


25   will occur in particular areas.  The former MMS developed
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 1   a practice of working closely with industry, but not
  


 2   allowing other experts, communities, or the public at
  


 3   large to engage to the same extent.  Because offshore oil
  


 4   and gas development is an enormous industrial undertaking
  


 5   with significant impacts to both offshore and onshore
  


 6   ecosystems, local communities should be afforded a
  


 7   meaningful opportunity to express their concerns,
  


 8   opinions, and suggestions.  And this is particularly true
  


 9   for communities in the Arctic that depend on these
  


10   resources for subsistence.
  


11             So we also suggest that BOEM increase local
  


12   engagement in offshore oversight through the creation of
  


13   an Arctic Regional Citizen Advisory Council.  This would
  


14   similar to that which was created for -- in OPA 90 to
  


15   provide guidance for industry, budget its spill response
  


16   capability for tankers transiting in Prince William Sound.
  


17             BOEM and BSEE must have sufficient scientific
  


18   information on biological and ecological resources and the
  


19   physical marine and coast environment to understand
  


20   potential impacts of offshore oil and gas development.
  


21             In addition, scientifically credible baseline
  


22   monitoring data are necessary to measure the damage to
  


23   resources should a spill occur.  BOEM often lacks the
  


24   scientific data and analysis to inform its decisions and,
  


25   unfortunately, BOEM often fails to apply the information
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 1   it does have available.  This is particularly true in the
  


 2   Arctic.
  


 3             We are aware that BOEM has gathered some
  


 4   scientific data -- BOEM and industry, too, have gathered
  


 5   scientific data on OCS resources.  However, the existence
  


 6   of research does not necessarily mean that it's relevant
  


 7   or sufficient to inform the decision of whether, when,
  


 8   where, and how oil and gas activity should occur.
  


 9             Arctic research and monitoring should be
  


10   conducted under a holistic integrated science plan, and
  


11   this plan should be designed to fill existing information
  


12   gaps and provide an understanding of the spatial
  


13   variability of the ecosystem and its functioning.
  


14             And furthermore to include establishment of a
  


15   long-term comprehensive monitoring program with dedicated
  


16   funding to track changes in the Arctic, including
  


17   traditional knowledge.  The goal would not be endless
  


18   studies but targeted research and analysis relevant to
  


19   these decisions about offshore oil and gas development.
  


20             Furthermore, BOEM should work with other
  


21   agencies within DOI, NOAA and the U.S. Arctic Research
  


22   Commission to develop a comprehensive integrated science
  


23   plan for the U.S. Arctic to improve our understanding of
  


24   Arctic marine ecosystems and to help guide its decisions
  


25   regarding offshore oil and gas activity.
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 1             It's also widely acknowledged that BOEM's
  


 2   current practice for complying with the National
  


 3   Environmental Policy Act needs to be revised, and BOEM
  


 4   should adopt the recommendations of both CEQ and the Oil
  


 5   Spill Commission and implement as you work towards this
  


 6   new five-year plan.
  


 7             So the overarching theme of our suggested
  


 8   changes is that BOEM should develop a culture of inquiry
  


 9   and inclusion in managing oil and gas activity and strive
  


10   to balance uses in the OCS.  And it must gather
  


11   information from a variety of sources such as traditional
  


12   knowledge and invite and use recommendations from experts
  


13   outside of the Bureau as well as tribal and other local
  


14   residents, and balance development with protection of
  


15   important resources.  And doing so would provide a greater
  


16   certainty for industry and the public.
  


17             And so we recommend that no new leasing should
  


18   take place in the Arctic until a comprehensive integrated
  


19   research and monitoring program is in place and evaluated
  


20   as a basis for policy decisions on whether, when, where,
  


21   or if to proceed.  And ecologically important areas and
  


22   subsistence use areas should be identified and deferred
  


23   from leasing and oil and gas activity.
  


24             And lastly BOEMRE needs approved -- industry and
  


25   Coast Guard have in place the necessary infrastructure and
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 1   the world's best oil spill response and safety plans and
  


 2   technology, and they should also be proven to work in a
  


 3   U.S. Arctic environment.
  


 4                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Enoch Adams, Junior.
  


 5                   MR. ENOCH ADAMS, JR.:  I was told that
  


 6   this was a meeting.  I wasn't told this was a hearing.  I
  


 7   don't have a written statement, but I can provide one
  


 8   after.
  


 9                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  The most important
  


10   thing is that you just tell us what your position is on
  


11   oil and gas leasing during the proposed five-year planning
  


12   years.
  


13                   MR. ENOCH ADAMS, JR.:  My name is Enoch
  


14   Adams, Jr., E-N-O-C-H A-D-A-M-S, and I'm from Kivalina,
  


15   Alaska.  I'm a whaling captain.  I was born and raised in
  


16   Kivalina.
  


17             Probably the easiest way for me to begin what I
  


18   would like to share with you this evening is simply to
  


19   issue a warning to both Wainwright and Point Lay regarding
  


20   their beluga hunting.  Those two communities can virtually
  


21   say goodbye to their beluga hunting.  The reason I say
  


22   this is because we at Kivalina have had an experience
  


23   where we used to be able to hunt beluga every July every
  


24   year.  I can remember as a child, I can remember as a
  


25   young man seeing beluga in Kivalina every July.  And there
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 1   is a specific year when that stopped.  It was 1989.
  


 2             In 1989, the DeLong Mountain Transportation
  


 3   System Port was built 17 miles south of Kivalina.  And
  


 4   because of that, the beluga that we used to go after
  


 5   changed their migration forever.  Up until now from the
  


 6   stock that used to pass by Kivalina, it doesn't go by
  


 7   Kivalina anymore.  And many times we -- we used to wonder
  


 8   why that happened.  And of course, the DMTS port is the
  


 9   port that supports the Red Dog Mine, which is 45 miles
  


10   from Kivalina.
  


11             But while we didn't know how -- how these beluga
  


12   never came by, some of our people from Kivalina worked at
  


13   the port, and they would observe in July beluga that would
  


14   go up to the port and immediately head straight out into
  


15   the ocean and finally to toward the beach miles and miles
  


16   north of Kivalina.  That's why I want to -- that's why I
  


17   would like to issue that warning to those two communities.
  


18             Even with the -- with the activities that are
  


19   going on now for possible exploration, for possible
  


20   development, the shipping -- the ships that carry the --
  


21   the seismic machines and guns and the support vehicles
  


22   that go along with them, their activities are -- are
  


23   already affecting how some of those communities in the
  


24   north, especially Wainwright -- Wainwright is already
  


25   talking about having difficulty getting beluga like they
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 1   used to.  Animals that we go after, we have to be quiet.
  


 2   We have to be careful.  We have to sneak.  And we are not
  


 3   able to be successful unless we show respect to these
  


 4   animals as we try to get them.
  


 5             The level of respect that we have for these
  


 6   animals is not just in terms of going after them and
  


 7   harvesting them.  When we get an animal, as we are
  


 8   butchering the animals, we make sure we separate the head
  


 9   from the rest of the body.  And that's significant to us
  


10   because in our way of life, we let them go.  And we show
  


11   respect to that animal, because if we don't do that, if we
  


12   don't let the animal's spirit go, it's not going to come
  


13   back to us with another one.
  


14             Our people are very good at adapting to the
  


15   environment.  We have adapted so much to the environment
  


16   that we have become a part of it.  We don't dominate it.
  


17   We don't seek to dominate it.  We don't seek to waste it.
  


18   We work with it.  We find ways where we won't harm the
  


19   populations.  We don't try to do anything to affect their
  


20   migration patterns.  And it's very easy -- it's very easy
  


21   to affect any animal's migration pattern.  And one of the
  


22   things that can easily affect any animal's migration, both
  


23   land and sea animals, is if you go after the first ones.
  


24             If you go after -- if you go after the first
  


25   ones that come by, you will change their migration
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 1   patterns.  So in light of that, we -- we allow these
  


 2   animals to pass by, the first ones, because the ones that
  


 3   do follow, they won't change the pattern.  The leaders
  


 4   will always continue going the routes that they have
  


 5   chosen.  And because we allow them to pass by and we
  


 6   harvest the ones that follow, we don't change them.
  


 7             There is a lot of things that I see that are
  


 8   harmful in how you are planning to do this exploration.
  


 9   The potential for harming our way of life is great.  If
  


10   you don't pay attention very closely to how these animals
  


11   act, to what they eat, when do they come, if they migrate,
  


12   what migration routes do they follow -- if you don't
  


13   respect those things, you are going to deny us in being
  


14   able to continue our way of life.  And this is not a
  


15   lifestyle that I'm talking about.  You can change a
  


16   lifestyle anywhere you go.  But for us it's a way of life.
  


17             We have learned over thousands of years of
  


18   practice how to access these resources without doing any
  


19   harm at all.  And if you pay attention to how the Native
  


20   peoples access and maintain the resources, they will be
  


21   able to show you how you can do your development without
  


22   doing any harm.  And if there is any activity that could
  


23   possibly do harm, they will tell you.  We are able to tell
  


24   you.  We have got thousands of years of knowledge to back
  


25   up what we know.


           MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100







50


  
 1             And so with that, I'm sorry.  I'd like to give a
  


 2   written statement after this.
  


 3                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you very much.
  


 4   Colleen Swan.
  


 5                   MS. COLLEEN SWAN:  I'm Colleen Swan,
  


 6   C-O-L-L-E-E-N S-W-A-N.  I'm from Kivalina, also.  There
  


 7   has been a lot of mention about traditional knowledge, and
  


 8   I have been -- I have been pushing for the use of
  


 9   traditional knowledge for a long time.  I worked for the
  


10   tribe for 18 years, and I've dealt with a lot of federal
  


11   agencies.  And thank you.  Thank you for giving me this
  


12   opportunity.
  


13             But, you know, as I -- as I watch these
  


14   processes, these -- these government processes and the
  


15   studies that are being done, I started to realize that my
  


16   understanding and my -- my definition of traditional
  


17   knowledge differed totally from the government's
  


18   definition.  And including with the use of word -- I never
  


19   did like using the word subsistence because that's not
  


20   really what it is.  It's not just a way of life, but it's
  


21   how we make our living.
  


22             I come from Kivalina, and our economic base is
  


23   the tribal resources.  We don't have a cash economy.  And
  


24   I don't have a problem with that.  I used to think that
  


25   our people are poor.  Look at all of their resources.  Our
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 1   land is rich.  There is a lot of oil and a lot of
  


 2   minerals, but we are poor.  And just recently I realized
  


 3   that I saw -- I saw us -- in fact, our people still think
  


 4   they are poor, but because I push so much for traditional
  


 5   knowledge, I realize that our people see themselves as
  


 6   poor because they are looking at themselves and looking at
  


 7   each other through nonNative eyes, through civilized eyes,
  


 8   I guess.
  


 9             So -- so once I took those lens off, I was able
  


10   to see that our ways are still very much alive, very much
  


11   alive, but I was looking at it from a different
  


12   perspective; from not my own perspective, but from someone
  


13   else's.  People see us as poor.  I saw my parents as poor.
  


14   And then I realized when I took the lens off, they are not
  


15   poor.  They are very rich.  They thrive.  It doesn't
  


16   bother them not to have cash because they are doing what
  


17   they do for a living.  It's a way of life.
  


18             And so going back to the definition of
  


19   traditional knowledge, yesterday and the other day, for
  


20   the last two days I have been attending the -- I have been
  


21   attending the Arctic Waters Meeting.  And just looking at
  


22   all of the technical reports that the oil companies were
  


23   doing, one of them was how they were doing their seismic
  


24   studies, and they were doing their studies on -- on beluga
  


25   and, you know, the sea mammals, and they were working from
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 1   ships.
  


 2             And as I was listening to their reports, I
  


 3   started wondering, okay, where is that ship situated as
  


 4   they are doing these sound studies?  They are basically
  


 5   saying that they are not going to have too much of an
  


 6   impact.  In fact, you know, it's no worry to them.
  


 7             And then, you know, drawing on traditional
  


 8   knowledge, I started, you know, wishing I knew what their
  


 9   secret was because if they can have their ship out there
  


10   without scaring off the belugas and the walrus and all the
  


11   sea mammals, wow, I want to know their secret because our
  


12   hunters have to be very quiet, very quiet to be
  


13   successful.
  


14             So you know, we are getting these rosy reports
  


15   from the scientists, and I'm getting jealous because they
  


16   seem to have a secret that we don't because, you know,
  


17   even when you are out in a whaling camp, you have to be --
  


18   no radio.  I mean, no iPods, nothing because not only do
  


19   you need to be quiet, but you have to be able to hear.
  


20             So I was just so amazed, you know.  These oil
  


21   companies, they really know how to go out there with their
  


22   really loud ships and not scare anything away as they do
  


23   their studies.  But --
  


24             And the other thing, I heard another
  


25   presentation by researchers who were working way out, way
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 1   above the North Slope, and they talked about -- they
  


 2   talked about how, you know, as they were moving their
  


 3   ship, they would be crossing the migration route of the
  


 4   bowhead twice, but that it would be at a time when the
  


 5   bowhead, you know, would -- bowhead migration is not in
  


 6   full force.  And out of a room of over 100 people, nobody
  


 7   caught it.  Nobody caught it.  And so that's why it's so
  


 8   important to have the Native people involved in these
  


 9   processes.
  


10             You heard what Enoch said.  When you are out --
  


11   this is what our Elders tell us and the young hunters.
  


12   When you are hunting migrating sea mammal or any land
  


13   animal, in fact, that you are to leave the leaders alone,
  


14   and they will continue.  And I explained that, but nobody
  


15   caught what these researchers were doing.  They were
  


16   interfering unintentionally with the migration.  They
  


17   weren't planning to do that.  Unintentionally.
  


18             You know, we have all of these good intentions,
  


19   but because -- because they don't know -- I mean, these
  


20   are new people who come to the Arctic.  We live there.  We
  


21   survive there.  And I've heard so many different views
  


22   here tonight.  And all of them are legitimate.  They are
  


23   all legitimate.  We all have legitimate concerns, no
  


24   matter who we represent.  But --
  


25             And I think the federal government has this huge
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 1   responsibility to bring everyone together.  You can't just
  


 2   take one and ignore another.  There has to be a balance or
  


 3   else we are going to be fighting.
  


 4             So after -- after watching all those
  


 5   presentations the last couple of days, you know, I'm
  


 6   realizing that maybe -- maybe the government needs to take
  


 7   this plan back and look at it again and look at the
  


 8   studies that have already been done before because if
  


 9   these plans are being done without participation from the
  


10   Native people who live there, then we have a problem.  It
  


11   was very evident in the last two days.
  


12             So I drew -- I was able to -- even though I
  


13   don't go out there hunting -- I used to go whaling when it
  


14   was safe to go whaling, but in the last ten years or so
  


15   it's become so dangerous for whaling to go on because the
  


16   ice is so thin.  It's not forming the way it used to.  We
  


17   used to camp out there on the ice for weeks at a time.
  


18   I'm not able to do that because my dad says -- my dad
  


19   doesn't want to bring women and children out there
  


20   anymore; it's simply too dangerous.
  


21             And for a long time, for years we were noticing
  


22   these things about the ice, and you know, where because
  


23   of -- because of our -- our spirituality, our form of
  


24   spirituality, people were blaming each other in our
  


25   village.  You know, you were a bad person.  That's why we
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 1   are having bad luck.  You know, that's how it works.  And
  


 2   that went on for years.  You know, there was so much
  


 3   finger pointing in the village.  And then -- and then I'm
  


 4   wondering, okay, why -- what's going on?  What's going on
  


 5   here?
  


 6             And I'm asking the federal agencies.  Our ice is
  


 7   not forming.  What's going on?  Where is all the
  


 8   scientists who is going to tell us what's going on?  Why
  


 9   isn't our ice forming the way it used to?  Why is it
  


10   freezing later?  Why is our land failing because we are --
  


11   our village eroding.  It's falling out from under our
  


12   feet.  And no one in the government was able to answer any
  


13   of those questions because no one had that responsibility.
  


14             And then one day, having lunch -- I like to have
  


15   lunch at my parents' house because my dad -- he's in his
  


16   mid 70s and he tells a lot of stories.  And sometimes he
  


17   will have -- say something really profound, you know, real
  


18   simple, real simple things.  He will just make an
  


19   observation.  And one day he said, you know, because I'm
  


20   still wondering what the heck is going on out there, you
  


21   know.  It's just --
  


22             I want to go out whaling again.  I want to know
  


23   why I can't anymore.  And then one day he says the ice is
  


24   not forming, it's not thickening because it's melting from
  


25   the bottom.  A long time ago, you know, before this
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 1   problem started, he said it was melting from the top in
  


 2   the springtime because the sun was out longer.  It was hot
  


 3   and, you know, that's how the ice melted in the springtime
  


 4   from the sun, from the heat.  But we were still able to go
  


 5   out whaling because it was still thick under water.  And
  


 6   he said not anymore because it's melting from the bottom.
  


 7             And that tells you something about the -- about
  


 8   not just the knowledge that we have in our villages, but
  


 9   it tells you something about the temperature of the ocean.
  


10             And then, you know, we have so many problems out
  


11   there in the village in the Arctic that I'm beginning to
  


12   think that maybe -- maybe I should oppose -- maybe I
  


13   should oppose oil and gas development in the Outer
  


14   Continental Shelf.  Normally, you know, I'm not against
  


15   development as long as it's done responsibly, but all the
  


16   disasters that go on with the oil companies and just --
  


17   just listening to the last two days of their presentation,
  


18   knowing that their research is not what it should be,
  


19   then, you know, I'm starting to lean towards opposing
  


20   development until the oil companies and the government can
  


21   get their act together.
  


22             So I would think -- I think -- I think that
  


23   BOEMRE needs to go back to the drawing board and come back
  


24   another time when, you know, when -- when the oil
  


25   companies are able to operate without disasters.  It's
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 1   unreasonable for anyone to think that development can
  


 2   happen without incident.  They will always happen.
  


 3             But because of -- because the tribes are not
  


 4   invited into the process, we have no idea what we will do
  


 5   because we have no plans.  I mean, the oil companies, they
  


 6   have their plans.  The government has -- you know, they
  


 7   are convinced that things can move forward by these oil
  


 8   companies.
  


 9             And so, you know, for the things that could
  


10   potentially happen they have their response plans, their
  


11   spill response plans, their emergency response plans.
  


12   They have all kind of plans.  But the Native people, we
  


13   don't have a plan.  What if there is an oil spill?  What
  


14   are we going to do?  I know we are not going to be
  


15   hunting.  What are we going to do?  But we can't develop
  


16   our plans unless we know what the other guys are doing,
  


17   you know.
  


18             I'm worried about what technology they will use
  


19   to drill.  How are they going to extract the oil?  You
  


20   know, I subscribe to Stock Market News, and I read one
  


21   years ago that said that a stockbroker was trying to sell
  


22   stock for a company whose technology was to use -- was to
  


23   inject carbon dioxide into the ground to force the oil
  


24   out, and he said that they were proposing to use this
  


25   technology on the North Slope.  And then recently there
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 1   was news that said that that technology is falling apart
  


 2   in one of the Lower 48 states.  It's leaking.  It's
  


 3   killing animals, you know.
  


 4             So there are too many questions.  They are just
  


 5   simply too many questions and it's too risky.  So that's
  


 6   my spiel.  Thank you.
  


 7                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you very much.
  


 8   Andrew Hartsig.
  


 9                   MR. ANDREW HARTSIG:  So my name is Andrew
  


10   Hartsig.  It's A-N-D-R-E-W H-A-R-T-S-I-G.  And thank you
  


11   so much for the opportunity to comment, and thanks to
  


12   everyone who has spoken so far for all your thoughtful
  


13   testimony.
  


14             I support the initial decision to not schedule
  


15   any new lease sales in Bristol Bay.  We know how valuable
  


16   that area is as a fishery, and we know that oil and gas
  


17   activity is inappropriate there.
  


18             And I urge the Administration not to schedule
  


19   any new lease sales in the Beaufort or Chukchi Seas in
  


20   this pending five-year plan.  We need to better understand
  


21   the Arctic environment so that we can make more informed
  


22   decisions about whether, when, where, and how to drill.
  


23   Current research efforts are a good start, but they are
  


24   not sufficient.  Before any new leasing takes place, there
  


25   needs to be a comprehensive integrated research and
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 1   monitoring plan in place.  And we need to collect,
  


 2   synthesize and evaluate data so that we can make informed
  


 3   policy decisions.
  


 4             And in addition, before deciding whether to
  


 5   conduct additional lease sales in the Arctic, BOEM should
  


 6   work with other federal agencies, local communities and
  


 7   tribes and other stakeholders to identify and protect
  


 8   important ecological areas.  We need to place a priority
  


 9   on preserving the resilience of Arctic ecosystems.
  


10             As noted by the National Commission on the BP
  


11   oil spill, Arctic waters pose severe challenges to oil and
  


12   gas operations, and there are serious questions about
  


13   spill response and containment.  Industry and the Coast
  


14   Guard must put in place infrastructure that's necessary to
  


15   support large scale spill response operations in the
  


16   Arctic, and industry has to demonstrate the effectiveness
  


17   of spill response plans and technologies in Arctic waters.
  


18   As the Commission, noted spill response methods can't
  


19   simply be imported to the Arctic from other areas.
  


20                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you very much.
  


21   I see ten to 9:00.  We are going to take a ten-minute
  


22   break.  I think we have comment sheets for written
  


23   comments if people would like to provide written comments
  


24   in the back of the room.  So we are going to break now and
  


25   come back and start again at 9:00 sharp.
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 1              (A break was taken.)
  


 2                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Okay.  We are going to
  


 3   get started again.  Katrina Timm.  Katrina Timm.  Dana
  


 4   Durham.  Drue Pearce.  Robert Flynn.  Kelly Ann.  Mike
  


 5   Boozenny, Boozenny [pronunciation].  Mike Boozenny.
  


 6   Nicole Van Hoey.  Rebecca Harris.  And first initial V,
  


 7   last name Norrell.  Art Lake.  Arthur Lake.
  


 8                   MR. ARTHUR LAKE:  Quyana.  (Speaking in
  


 9   Yup'ik.)
  


10             Any one of you in the government or anyone else
  


11   understand a word I said?  It is the same for our people,
  


12   don't understand what you say.  We have a lot of
  


13   differences that we need to look at and to try to
  


14   understand before we try to make decisions that affect
  


15   those people that are living along the coast and in the
  


16   rivers that are being affected by development for
  


17   everything that is within our environment.  My father --
  


18   my brother is here, too.
  


19             Our father said no matter how much you try, no
  


20   matter how well you speak their language, no matter how
  


21   much you give up your food to have theirs, to dress like
  


22   them, to think like them, to look like them, you will
  


23   never become one of them.  And reversely so, I cannot
  


24   become a white person no matter how much I try.
  


25             We must understand those cultural differences.
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 1   We are not a minority.  We are not special interest
  


 2   groups.  We are government that exist out there that the
  


 3   federal government recognizes and acknowledges, except for
  


 4   the State of Alaska.
  


 5             Government-to-government is a federal policy
  


 6   that requires the government to consult with us on issues
  


 7   that affect us.  And this certainly, no matter if it's
  


 8   1,000 miles away, affects me and my people and my children
  


 9   and their children.  It is important that we look and sit
  


10   at the same table and try to comprehend how we can work
  


11   together.
  


12             You go to the grocery store.  You buy your beef,
  


13   your chicken, your pork, but it's all processed.  There is
  


14   no blood.  There is no butchering.  There is no gore.
  


15   There is no entrails.  But it's the same thing.  You do it
  


16   in a more civilized way.
  


17             Our creator put us in a specific place on this
  


18   earth with specific resources to carry us through.  And
  


19   yet out of our area comes these people that come in and
  


20   extract all these resources and, in doing so, endanger the
  


21   lives of the people that live there.
  


22             Our governments need to sit down and discuss and
  


23   be open about these things.  And I don't believe that
  


24   changing the name of a federal agency is going to change
  


25   the way they operate unless they fully change the way they
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 1   think, change their policies, the public -- this is not a
  


 2   public process.  I come from Kwigillingok, and I'm just
  


 3   one of the 229 tribal governments that exist in the state
  


 4   of Alaska.  And we are not being provided an opportunity
  


 5   to participate.  And you call this public process.  No, it
  


 6   is not.
  


 7             There is an old Indian saying.  I believe it was
  


 8   the Cree that says unless -- until the last fish is
  


 9   swimming, until the last tree is cut down, until the last
  


10   river is gone, only then will you -- would you know that
  


11   you cannot eat money.
  


12             This, to me, is all about money.  Those pro
  


13   development comments that I heard -- and I really don't
  


14   mean any disrespect.  It's all about money.  It is not
  


15   about the people that live and exist out there and require
  


16   these resources in order to survive.  It isn't.
  


17   Government-to-government should be in the forefront of the
  


18   discussions.  And yet they are not even mentioned.  They
  


19   are called stakeholders.  We are not stakeholders.  We are
  


20   governments.  And the government departments and divisions
  


21   must understand that they must deal with us in that
  


22   respect.  And until then, like some of the comments
  


23   earlier, they should put these aside and deal with those
  


24   issues before you come and say that.
  


25             It's the same thing with the State of Alaska and
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 1   others that come to our communities.  This is where your
  


 2   airport is going to be.  This is what your airport is
  


 3   going to look like.  This is going to -- how much it's
  


 4   going to cost.  And they call it a public process.  It is
  


 5   not.
  


 6             I don't mean any disrespect in the comments that
  


 7   I am making, but Western science has a long way to go
  


 8   before it can stand out there and say that we have taken
  


 9   on the best of everything that exists in order to make an
  


10   decision or determination because they don't listen to us
  


11   because we are not Western educated.  But yet those people
  


12   that have no education can best your best scientists.  And
  


13   that's been proven over and over again.  I can give you
  


14   three instances in my community, in my tribe, that --
  


15             Development came, airport construction.  Elders
  


16   went there to see what was going on, told them that it's
  


17   not going to work.  And they said, yes, it will.  It's
  


18   been engineered.  It's been computer modeled, and it is
  


19   going to work.  The Elders said, no, you are not.  It's
  


20   not going to work.  That fall they came back, tore up the
  


21   runway and did it the way the Elders said, and they
  


22   left -- they left without a word.  I think they were
  


23   embarrassed.
  


24             They wanted us to build holes in the ground, put
  


25   hypaliner in, put monitoring wells around them.  You can't
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 1   do that in our country.  They put water reservoirs, and
  


 2   they wonder where all the water has gone.  Elders told
  


 3   them, if you build it that way, you are not going to get
  


 4   any water.  And besides, if you do that, your water is
  


 5   going to be salty.
  


 6             I live right along the coast, the eastern shore
  


 7   of the Kuskokwim Bay.  People do not come out there and
  


 8   talk to us about the conditions and the way that things
  


 9   should be.  Unless they do that, we are going to continue
  


10   to butt heads, if you will, over resource issues and other
  


11   issues important to all of us.  And I really hope that
  


12   this agency, the former Minerals Management Service, sets
  


13   aside these decisions for -- until some of these issues
  


14   are resolved or being dealt with openly with the tribes
  


15   and the people.
  


16             It's the same way with the North Pacific
  


17   Fisheries Management Council, NOAA; they have no clue
  


18   about the conditions and the issues surrounding the Bering
  


19   Sea; and they are managers, managers of the resources out
  


20   there, and yet they don't know what the conditions are,
  


21   and they don't know what exists out there.  I tried to
  


22   tell them at one time, you know, that we can tell you
  


23   about the conditions in the bottom of the Bering Sea.
  


24   They wouldn't believe me because we didn't have any
  


25   submarines or things like that to go down and see the
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 1   conditions of the bottom of the Bering Sea.  The animals
  


 2   and the environment tell us a story about what's going on.
  


 3   The contents of the seals and the walruses, of their
  


 4   stomachs, tell us about the conditions of those kinds of
  


 5   resources that they gather to survive, and that tells us
  


 6   the condition of the bottom of the Bering Sea.  There is
  


 7   no way to best Mother Nature.  It's proven time and time
  


 8   again.
  


 9             So we need to sit down and really reconsider
  


10   some of the issues that are being involved before we do
  


11   this.  Thank you very much.
  


12                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Mark Fullmer.  Leslie
  


13   Simmons.  Shannon.  Gary Wells.  Emily.  Eric Myers, who I
  


14   believe you are going to speak for Mr. Grafe, is that
  


15   right?
  


16                   MR. ERIC MYERS:  Sort of.
  


17                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Earth Justice, right?
  


18                   MR. ERIC MYERS:  Well, actually, Audubon,
  


19   but --
  


20                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Okay.
  


21                   MR. ERIC MYERS:  For the record, my name
  


22   is Eric Myers.  I am the policy director for Audubon
  


23   Alaska.  Audubon Alaska is the state office of the
  


24   National Audubon Society.
  


25             Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the
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 1   programmatic environmental impact statement for the new
  


 2   five-year OCS oil and gas leasing program for 2012, 2017.
  


 3             The essential question is whether to include
  


 4   additional lease sales in the new schedule.  For the
  


 5   reasons provided below, I urge that the Department of the
  


 6   Interior defer any additional lease sales in the Arctic
  


 7   Ocean for two basic reasons:  One, the lack of an adequate
  


 8   scientific understanding of the Arctic Ocean ecosystem
  


 9   and, two, the inability to effectively respond to an oil
  


10   spill.
  


11             As BOEM has itself acknowledged there are major
  


12   gaps in the scientific understanding of the Arctic Ocean
  


13   ecosystem, the original lease sale 193 final environmental
  


14   impact statement included approximately 250 specific
  


15   statements in which are BOEM explicitly identified a lack
  


16   of knowledge regarding resources that could be impacted as
  


17   a result of the lease sale and the reasonably foreseeable
  


18   oil and gas development that could follow.  In many cases,
  


19   these statements recognize a fundamental lack of
  


20   understanding regarding important biological resources,
  


21   including many that are vital to continued subsistence
  


22   harvest by communities in the northwest and northern coast
  


23   of Alaska.
  


24             Just a few of the statements include the
  


25   following:  And I quote.  "There is uncertainty about the
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 1   effects on cetaceans in the event of a large spill."
  


 2   "Given a lack of contemporary abundance and distribution
  


 3   information, large spill effects on rare or unique
  


 4   species, including potential extirpation, could occur, but
  


 5   would likely go unnoticed undetected."  "For many species
  


 6   of coastal marine birds, the most recent data is between
  


 7   15 and 30 years old, making accurate analysis difficult.
  


 8   The risk that several regional bird populations could
  


 9   experience significant adverse impacts is high."  "Because
  


10   of the lack of data on marine mammal distributions and
  


11   habitat use in offshore areas of the Chukchi Sea, it is
  


12   uncertain what the level of effects would be in offshore
  


13   areas."
  


14             The USGS, the U.S. Geological Survey, is
  


15   currently in the process of trying to define the extent of
  


16   scientific gaps in the Arctic, and this process should be
  


17   used to inform the establishment of a long-term research
  


18   and monitoring program.  This approach was reinforced when
  


19   the National Oil Spill Commission recently recommended "an
  


20   immediate comprehensive federal research effort to provide
  


21   a foundation of scientific information on the Arctic."
  


22             When Secretary Salazar first took office, I was
  


23   heartened to hear him acknowledge that the -- that the
  


24   prior Administration's OCS policy was -- and I believe
  


25   I've got this right as a quote -- "a headlong rush of the
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 1   worst kind."  I was also heartened to hear the Obama
  


 2   Administration state on a number of occasions that they --
  


 3   that the Administration would restore the appropriate role
  


 4   of science in policy making.
  


 5             It's not just government agencies that recognize
  


 6   the lack of scientific information, but also some other
  


 7   well-known public figures.  And Governor Sean Parnell is
  


 8   quoted as saying, "The Arctic literally needs to be put on
  


 9   the map.  Scientific research and economic exploration are
  


10   set back by low quality, decades old mapping data.  There
  


11   is no accurate baseline to measure change, to identify
  


12   trends and patterns or predict potential outcomes."
  


13             Senator Lisa Murkowski stated not long ago, "We
  


14   can be smart and we can be proactive, but it's getting the
  


15   information we so desperately need and making sure we have
  


16   the research there, making sure that we're following the
  


17   science and really working to prepare.  Our challenge will
  


18   be to make sure that we have actually put things in place
  


19   before we see the level of activity increase."
  


20             On the question of oil spill response
  


21   preparedness, as observed by the National Oceanic and
  


22   Atmospheric Administration, "Oil spills under ice or in
  


23   ice-covered waters are the most challenging to deal with
  


24   simply because they cannot be contained or recovered
  


25   effectively with current technology."
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 1             Currently there is simply no credible capacity
  


 2   to clean up a large oil spill in the severe weather and
  


 3   broken ice conditions common in the Arctic Ocean where it
  


 4   is dark half the year.  There is no realistic way to stage
  


 5   a large scale oil spill response effort on the North Slope
  


 6   which lacks basic infrastructure, such as roads, hotels,
  


 7   and port facilities.  There is no fishing fleet, and the
  


 8   nearest Coast Guard base is about one thousand miles away
  


 9   in Kodiak.
  


10             I noted at a hearing not terribly long ago that
  


11   when a representative from the oil industry was asked
  


12   about how they would mount an oil spill response on the
  


13   North Slope, they noted that their command center would be
  


14   in Anchorage, which is, of itself, instructive.
  


15             The Oil Spill Commission's report documents a
  


16   serious response gap in the Arctic.  There is currently no
  


17   credible plan for the Arctic to handle a loss of well
  


18   control event, a blowout, late in the drilling season
  


19   during freeze-up.  Moreover, the impact of large spill
  


20   dispersant use in the Arctic Ocean has never been
  


21   evaluated.
  


22             Again, some quotes from unlikely sources can
  


23   help make this point.  Citing the experience in Norway,
  


24   Shell has stated, "Industry has studied and perfected
  


25   techniques for recovering oil in Arctic conditions."  That
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 1   one is worth reading again.  "The industry has studied and
  


 2   perfected techniques for recovering oil in Arctic
  


 3   conditions," relying upon -- or citing the experience in
  


 4   Norway.  By contrast, the Norwegian Coast Guard recently
  


 5   stated in regard to the ongoing oil spill event, "There is
  


 6   relatively little experience in oil spill response
  


 7   operations in ice in Norwegian waters."
  


 8             I would just simply like to conclude by
  


 9   recommending that for all of the reasons noted, that there
  


10   is -- it is impossible to justify additional leasing in
  


11   the Arctic Ocean during the next 2012-2017 five-year
  


12   leasing plan.  We recommend further that oil and gas
  


13   exploratory activity on existing leases be deferred until
  


14   there is a comprehensive integrated research and
  


15   monitoring program in place and that is providing the
  


16   needed information to inform and evaluate the basis for
  


17   policy decisions on -- further on whether, when, and where
  


18   and how to proceed; that ecologically important areas,
  


19   including areas for subsistence, are identified and
  


20   deferred from leasing in oil and gas activity; and
  


21   finally, that BOEM has approved and the industry and the
  


22   Coast Guard have the necessary resources in place and the
  


23   safety plans and technology which have been demonstrated
  


24   to be effective and proven to work in Arctic Alaska.
  


25             In the face of the overwhelming lack of
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 1   scientific understanding of the Arctic Ocean and the
  


 2   inability to clean up an oil spill in Arctic waters, the
  


 3   federal government cannot make an informed decision about
  


 4   whether to lease Arctic waters, and no additional lease
  


 5   sales should be scheduled in the Chukchi and Beaufort
  


 6   Seas.
  


 7             Thank you very much for this opportunity to
  


 8   comment.
  


 9                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Alicia Egan.
  


10                   MS. ALICIA EGAN:  Thank you.  Well, it's
  


11   an unusual opportunity that I have been afforded this
  


12   evening, as I recall a time where Ted Danson was present
  


13   to testify and many following him were not provided the
  


14   opportunity, so I appreciate this time this evening.
  


15             My name is Alicia Egan.  That's A-L-I-C-I-A.
  


16   Egan is E-G-A-N.  I was not able to provide testimony a
  


17   week and a half ago because of the flag football games of
  


18   two of my sons.  So thank you for this opportunity this
  


19   evening.
  


20             I appreciate that I'm amongst Elders who have
  


21   preceded my family's arrival here in this great state.  My
  


22   mother's family is Choctaw and Cherokee Indian.  They
  


23   eventually migrated to Alaska in the early 50s.  My father
  


24   was drafted into Vietnam and met my mother upon his
  


25   assignment to Fort Richardson in the early '60s.


           MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100







72


  
 1             My husband and I were both born and raised here,
  


 2   and we have chosen to remain here to raise all three of
  


 3   our children, who are now 11, seven and four.  I am one of
  


 4   five, and my husband is one of six children.  Between our
  


 5   two families, we have 23 nieces and nephews and two great
  


 6   nieces and nephews that call this great state home.
  


 7             All of our livelihoods are derived and directly
  


 8   supported by the oil and gas activities in this state.
  


 9             However, this evening I represent the interests
  


10   of Prosperity Alaska, a nonprofit of which I am the newly
  


11   hired Executive Director.  So on behalf of Prosperity
  


12   Alaska, representing nearly 30 Alaskan businesses and
  


13   industry associations and thousands of Alaskan workers, I
  


14   submit the following comments to encourage a robust oil
  


15   and gas leasing program for the years of 2012 to 2017.
  


16             Estimates suggest that U.S. oil production will
  


17   decline 13 percent this year and energy prices have
  


18   spiked.  Yet Alaskans continually witness attempts to lock
  


19   up our resources, from tactics such as the faux moratorium
  


20   to regulatory and permitting delays that discourage
  


21   leaseholders development.  As this country begins to move
  


22   toward economic recovery, we must act now to produce our
  


23   domestic supply of oil and end this regulatory game
  


24   playing.
  


25             Responsible development of the OCS would mean
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 1   the increase of hundreds of billions of dollars invested
  


 2   here in this country, tens of thousands of new jobs and a
  


 3   significant reduction in our reliance on foreign sources
  


 4   of energy.
  


 5             The Alaska OCS alone represents the opportunity
  


 6   of boosting U.S. oil production anywhere from 20 to 40
  


 7   percent, with the potential of one to two million barrels
  


 8   per day.  The projected multibillion dollar revenue stream
  


 9   into this state will extend the life of the Trans-Alaska
  


10   oil pipeline, improve the economic viability of the
  


11   proposed natural gas pipeline from the North Slope to the
  


12   Lower 48, and anchor Alaska's long-term economic
  


13   stability.
  


14             Alaskans depend on 87 percent of our state's
  


15   operating budget on oil.  Let me say that again.  Alaskans
  


16   depend on oil for 87 percent of our state's operating
  


17   budget.  Our families, neighborhoods, communities and
  


18   children's futures depend on the stability of our economy.
  


19   The roadmap to prosperity for Alaskans includes the
  


20   availability of local well-paying jobs that are a direct
  


21   result of availability of investment opportunities.  The
  


22   OCS is one.
  


23             To encourage investment, a robust five-year
  


24   leasing strategy should efficiently progress through the
  


25   EIS, should not further exclude areas from development,
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 1   and not hinder progress once leases are awarded, but
  


 2   encourage swift production.
  


 3             I urge you to develop a strong, straightforward
  


 4   and robust leasing program for Alaska's OCS.  Thank you.
  


 5                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you very much.
  


 6   And for the record, all individuals who attended our
  


 7   previous scoping meeting here in Anchorage who signed in
  


 8   and indicated that they wished to comment who presented
  


 9   themselves here tonight have spoken, which was the primary
  


10   goal.  So we got that done.
  


11             I'd like to just take this time to introduce our
  


12   team here that's worked on this project.  Dr. Kendall.
  


13   Jim is here as our Acting Regional Director.  In the back
  


14   of the room, John Callahan is our public affairs person.
  


15   Mary Cody is a very important person on our staff who is
  


16   heavily involved in environmental analysis work.  Just
  


17   wave.  Charlie Broadwater from our headquarters group, and
  


18   Gene Augustine.  Gene.  Gene is a coordinator in our
  


19   environmental group.
  


20             Mary Vavrik, who is producing a verbatim
  


21   transcript.  Mike Haller, our new -- not so new anymore,
  


22   but newest community liaison.  Michael has had a big part
  


23   in organizing this round of public scoping meetings that
  


24   started about, it seems like, almost a month ago --
  


25                   MR. MICHAEL HALLER:  February 14th.
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 1                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  -- when we went wheels
  


 2   up for Kotzebue.  Any questions about this project and
  


 3   this initiative and what happens next?
  


 4                   MR. ARTHUR LAKE:  I'm wondering about
  


 5   where else you are going besides the urban centers of the
  


 6   state of Alaska.  Are you going out to the communities
  


 7   along the Bering Sea?  And I know that you have already,
  


 8   and in some instances missed some communities because of
  


 9   weather.  I'm wondering if you will be going back to those
  


10   communities that you were supposed to have visited before.
  


11                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Rather than supposed
  


12   to have visited, here is the way I'd like to look at it:
  


13   Made a good faith effort to try to get in and -- I know
  


14   I'm not telling you anything you don't know.  Just you get
  


15   above 40 knots and you get below a quarter of a mile
  


16   visibility, and you don't get in.  Or sometimes you get
  


17   in, as was described earlier, you don't get out.  And as
  


18   much as we would like to change it, we have a time
  


19   schedule, and so we tried to get in and we didn't.
  


20             And we went to Kotzebue and we had
  


21   government-to-government consultation meetings with the
  


22   Kotzebue IRA.  We had a meeting with Mayor Whiting, the
  


23   mayor of the Northwest Arctic Borough, and we had a public
  


24   scoping meeting with community members in Kotzebue, got
  


25   weathered out of Point Hope, weathered out of Point Lay.
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 1   Actually, a dual problem in Point Lay.  The weather was
  


 2   bad.  It was blizzard conditions.  And the equipment to
  


 3   provide data on the runway condition was out.
  


 4             Went -- split the team in two and went into
  


 5   Wainwright and over to Barrow.  We held a special scoping
  


 6   meeting for whaling captains who were in Barrow for the
  


 7   AEWC mini convention in Barrow because we wanted to get
  


 8   their input and wouldn't have been able to do it had we
  


 9   have been in Point Hope and Point Lay with them over in
  


10   Barrow.  So we did get that meeting done, and we did talk
  


11   to any and all whaling captains and others from Point Lay
  


12   and Point Hope who happened to be in Barrow at that time,
  


13   while the other part of our team held a
  


14   government-to-government consultation meeting with the
  


15   Native Village of Wainwright and a public scoping meeting
  


16   with the community in Wainwright.
  


17             Then we had a government-to-government
  


18   consultation meeting with the Native Village of Barrow.
  


19   We had a government-to-government consultation meeting
  


20   with the Inupiat Community of the Arctic Slope.  They were
  


21   unable to get together a quorum while we were in Barrow,
  


22   but we held a public scoping meeting in Barrow.  And later
  


23   on we held a government-to-government consultation meeting
  


24   via teleconference with the Inupiat Community of the
  


25   Arctic Slope.
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 1             We held a government-to-government consultation
  


 2   meeting and public scoping meeting in Nuiqsut and a
  


 3   government-to-government consultation meeting and a public
  


 4   meeting in Kaktovik.
  


 5             Then we got here to Anchorage, and we held a
  


 6   public scoping meeting here in Anchorage and got a record
  


 7   number of people to attend with absolutely no movie stars
  


 8   present.  We had one meeting prior to that where Ted
  


 9   Danson came.  And I think some people came just to see Ted
  


10   Danson.  But -- and we are going to, in the future, given
  


11   the increased interest here in Anchorage, go to a larger
  


12   venue, probably the Loussac Library the next time around.
  


13             So that's what we have done in the time frame
  


14   that our headquarters folks, our leadership, has given us
  


15   to conduct scoping pursuant to the provisions of NEPA,
  


16   conduct government-to-government consultation meetings
  


17   pursuant to Executive Order 13175.  And it's my position
  


18   that we have exceeded the requirements of NEPA.  We would
  


19   like to do more.
  


20             And with respect to government-to-government
  


21   consultation, we are working with the Fish & Wildlife
  


22   Service and some other colleagues or other federal
  


23   agencies because there is really a situation in place
  


24   where sometimes -- and it was mentioned, I think, six
  


25   times the number of federally recognized tribes that are
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 1   here in Alaska; 229.  There are also 150 corporations.  So
  


 2   if I do the math right, that's 379.  If an agency has an
  


 3   action that has an implication that requires
  


 4   government-to-government consultation and was required to
  


 5   because the tribal governments wanted them to hold
  


 6   face-to-face meetings, it would take an awfully lot of
  


 7   people and a tremendously long amount of time.
  


 8             So what we are trying to do is use information
  


 9   technology tools to share information and get
  


10   communication going via the Internet.  I know many people
  


11   now, even in Arctic communities and other rural and remote
  


12   communities in Alaska, have Internet access and are
  


13   communicating substantial and meaningful information to
  


14   other governments and to each other via the Internet.  So
  


15   it's a tool, and we would like to use it.
  


16             Doesn't mean that that means you ignore the
  


17   consultation policy of the individual tribes because each
  


18   individual tribe certainly has an opportunity and a right
  


19   to conduct consultation in accordance with their wishes
  


20   and ways that work best for them.  Well --
  


21                   MS. FAYE EWAN:  I traveled 200 miles to
  


22   come down here to speak at this hearing here.
  


23                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  And now you are
  


24   speaking.
  


25                   MS. FAYE EWAN:  And I feel like the voices
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 1   of the tribal government --
  


 2                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Could you state your
  


 3   name?
  


 4                   MS. FAYE EWAN:  -- your fiduciary trust
  


 5   responsibility the United States government has -- my name
  


 6   is Faye Ewan.  I'm from Native Village of Kluti Kaah.  I'm
  


 7   from Cooper River.  I have children from North Slope.
  


 8   They have families up there.  And I feel myself, my
  


 9   opinion on this meeting here is not about civil war.  It's
  


10   not about integrity.  It's about us trying to speak up to
  


11   protect our land, our people.  How much more segregation
  


12   do our people have to go through to get our voice heard.
  


13             The federal fiduciary trust responsibility to
  


14   our people is what the federal law has to uphold.  It
  


15   doesn't matter how many people you talk to as long as you
  


16   gets your due process done.  And I feel that these oil
  


17   companies here, they paid these guys off well to sit here
  


18   and take away what we have.
  


19             We have not destroyed our land.  We have not
  


20   developed it because we are not starving.  The land takes
  


21   care of us.  The people knows that.  We are natural
  


22   biologists.  We were born and raised here.  We didn't just
  


23   show up here.  We did not just come here to tell you how
  


24   we feel, that we showed this prejudice and unwanted blood
  


25   here.  We have half-breeds in our family.  We have blood
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 1   of our people that are your people from England.
  


 2             I'm sorry, but I just can't keep quiet because
  


 3   my people come from Cook Inlet.  My family is from Arctic
  


 4   Slope.  These guys from the coast are all my relatives.
  


 5   Even though I'm Athabaskan, I'm a Dene.
  


 6             I'm sorry I had to interrupt this meeting, but I
  


 7   think that we should all be treated equally.  I don't put
  


 8   you down.  I don't go to Walmart and tell you guys not to
  


 9   go there.  I don't take your food from you guys.  I sit
  


10   here in this village here and I live off the land.  And I
  


11   tell you what:  The cost of gas is five bucks a gallon.
  


12   The cost of milk is $10.  Everything you buy in the
  


13   village is so high priced.  Do you think Shell Company
  


14   care about what goes on in our backyard?  No.
  


15             This is one thing I wanted to say at this
  


16   meeting here.  If we are going to work together in
  


17   developing, let's do it the right way where we're all
  


18   safe, where we can still live peacefully.  How can you
  


19   guys live without cars and Walmart, Costcos and Sam's Club
  


20   around here?  We don't do that to you.
  


21             We are spiritual people.  We're the people from
  


22   this land, and we will continue to live here.  I'm a
  


23   great-grandmother.  My great-grandchildren are going to
  


24   have grandkids.  This is why we are here to speak up to
  


25   hear about this -- hear about this oil company.
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 1             You can have fiduciary trust responsibility
  


 2   meetings and consultation with all the tribes, which is
  


 3   the government's responsibility.  That is your job.  Don't
  


 4   be telling him ten minutes about what you have been doing
  


 5   and where you have been.  We know what you are doing.  We
  


 6   watch you closely.
  


 7             The oil companies, they dumped oil in Prince
  


 8   William Sound.  I live off of Copper River.  There is
  


 9   environmental issues regarding the trees, the birds.
  


10   Everything was destroyed.  You think the oil company --
  


11   that pipeline goes through my backyard in Copper River.
  


12   You think they gave us kids -- my children one dollar for
  


13   scholarship?  Nothing.  And what do you guys want from us?
  


14   You want to develop this land that's been untouched, and
  


15   it's not right.  I'm sorry.  But that's all right with me.
  


16             I just wanted to say my piece.  Thank you.
  


17                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you very much.
  


18   Ma'am, for the record what village are you from?
  


19                   MS. FAYE EWAN:  I'm from Alaska.
  


20                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  If you have a
  


21   question, I'd like to answer the questions before we close
  


22   the meeting.
  


23                   MS. BETSY BEARDSLEY:  Are you going to let
  


24   the other people testify?  He came from Kotzebue for this
  


25   meeting.  I think you should allow the people that came
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 1   from out of town to testify.
  


 2                   AN UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  I'd like an
  


 3   opportunity as a citizen.
  


 4                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  The purpose of this
  


 5   meeting -- and I know from the list that there were people
  


 6   that were placed on the list because you contacted me.
  


 7                   MS. BETSY BEARDSLEY:  You have 20 minutes
  


 8   left.  You can let the people from out of town
  


 9   representing tribal organizations --
  


10                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  I will call on the
  


11   people that have their hands raised.  There are some
  


12   people that have their hands raised, and I'd be happy to
  


13   call on them.  Okay.  Right behind Mr. Lake.  I think
  


14   that's what you are talking about, right?
  


15                   MS. BETSY BEARDSLEY:  I am talking about
  


16   there are several people that are here from out of town
  


17   that put their names on the list tonight to testify, and
  


18   they were told by Michael Haller earlier that they would
  


19   get a chance to testify.  And you just said that you are
  


20   going to close the meeting after --
  


21                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  I have the list right
  


22   here, Betsy, and your name is on the list, and I called
  


23   those people.
  


24                   MS. BETSY BEARDSLEY:  I'm not talking
  


25   about myself.  I'm talking about these other people.
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 1                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  I understand that.  I
  


 2   called on people that were on the list, and they were put
  


 3   on the list even though they weren't at the meeting, the
  


 4   last scoping meeting that -- they didn't come to that
  


 5   meeting, so they weren't amongst the group of people who
  


 6   came to that meeting that indicated that they wanted to
  


 7   speak but couldn't speak, which is why we held this
  


 8   meeting tonight.  That was the primary purpose of holding
  


 9   this meeting tonight.  And on the list -- hang on a
  


10   second.  Just so I can get this across so I can address
  


11   that, and then I can get to where I think she wants to go,
  


12   because there is a gentleman, I saw his hand, I meant to
  


13   call on him.
  


14             There are some people on the list that came up
  


15   and testified.  They weren't here at the last meeting.
  


16   There are two individuals, and they were here, I think,
  


17   because you contacted our agency and we put them on the
  


18   list so that they could speak.
  


19                   MS. BETSY BEARDSLEY:  I know that, sir,
  


20   but there are other people here and we are running out of
  


21   time.
  


22                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  I understand that
  


23   there are other people here.  Okay.  Yes, sir.  Do you
  


24   want the microphone?
  


25                   MR. AUTAMUK ENOCH SHIEDT:  My name is
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 1   Autamuk, A-U-T-A-M-U-K, Enoch, E-N-O-C-H, Shiedt,
  


 2   S-H-I-E-D-T.  I'm from Kotzebue.  I represent 11 villages.
  


 3   And here is what I'm hearing, that you need tribal
  


 4   consultation with the villages, not only on the coastal --
  


 5   I do have villages that's from the river that go to the
  


 6   coast to harvest.  This is a big ocean you are talking
  


 7   about, and this is what we live on.
  


 8             There are impacts just from the sound that are
  


 9   being done and the studies that are being done out there,
  


10   and you -- and yet the last two days we hear that you are
  


11   not impacting too many sea mammals.  You forget, and the
  


12   way I could get it is you started with a low sound and you
  


13   still count few walrus, few beluga, few whales when there
  


14   is thousands and thousands of beluga, walrus and whales.
  


15   You start slow so you could scare them off and say we are
  


16   not impacting from the sound.  Okay.
  


17             These are the whales that could swim away.  What
  


18   about the bottom fish, the sea mammals live off?  If you
  


19   have the technology to do what you are doing to find oil,
  


20   maybe you could get the crabs and the fish and extract
  


21   them and see how much damage you are doing to them.  If
  


22   you are doing damage to the fish, you are doing damage to
  


23   the sea mammals.
  


24             And you say you discharge from oil and gas
  


25   activities.  I work as natural resource coordinator over
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 1   ten years.  I hate to say this, but in my town in
  


 2   Kotzebue, our city discharge to the bay with a permit from
  


 3   tailing ponds.  I hate to say this, but I get calls from
  


 4   my fellow Natives saying our fish are smelling like sewage
  


 5   because the discharge, the fish think it's food and they
  


 6   eat it.  Reason why I know, I send out samples, and about
  


 7   eight and a half miles of dead fish from where they --
  


 8   they discharge up the river, and I did not go toward the
  


 9   ocean where the current was.  That's the discharge.  I'm
  


10   scared these marine lines and these big ships you use when
  


11   they discharge, not from the sewage, but when you are
  


12   digging and whatever is in there.
  


13             These activities -- the ocean is our garden.
  


14   What happens in the ocean could impact us in the river.
  


15   Why?  Our fish migrate from the river to the ocean to do
  


16   their thing and get fat and go back.  You are not only
  


17   going to hurt just the sea mammals.  You are going to hurt
  


18   other fish up the river.  And you tell me, if there is an
  


19   oil spill, how are you going to clean it up?  I think it's
  


20   next to impossible because you can't because due to the
  


21   ice.
  


22             I know that current moves, and when it decide to
  


23   pile up, it will pile how many stories high.  And it will
  


24   have big icebergs out there.  And if you happen to spill,
  


25   just before you close out your exploration and you have a
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 1   spill and you have two weeks left and it's going to ice
  


 2   up, how are you going to clean that?  Tell me.  I will be
  


 3   amazed if you find a plan I could approve.  And if you get
  


 4   people to look at it, I would love to look at it.  I will
  


 5   be the first in line.
  


 6             This is going to hurt us, also.  If they do find
  


 7   exploration, they find oil and they start hauling that
  


 8   fuel out where you find it, other marine lines that do
  


 9   come through, through the narrows -- what I call narrows
  


10   is between Russia and Nome and Kotzebue and Point Hope.
  


11   That's going to do a lot of damage because that's where
  


12   our sea mammals migrate through from below Dillingham,
  


13   from the Aleutians past Barrow.
  


14             This is not only going to impact the North
  


15   Slope.  You are going to impact thousands and thousands of
  


16   miles because as a Native hunter, I hunt where -- I hunted
  


17   with kayak and I blow.  My grandpa showed me how to blow.
  


18   And I was nine years old when I dragged two oogruks in a
  


19   kayak.  I'm talking from years of experience, and I'm
  


20   getting close to 70.  This is what the Native food did to
  


21   me.  I'm proud of it.  For being close to 70, it's not
  


22   bad.
  


23             That say, this land, if you take care of it,
  


24   will take care of you.  So what you need to do is go to
  


25   the tribes for consultation.  And you say you get
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 1   weathered in.  You should make an extra effort to go back
  


 2   and make it -- that you go back and not use your private
  


 3   plane.  The pilot probably don't know the weather and the
  


 4   conditions as our local pilots.  And they don't worry.
  


 5   You are worried about time.  We Natives have time.  And
  


 6   you expect us to make time for you.  Vice versa.  You make
  


 7   time for us.  We need this time to protect our land.
  


 8             And Betsy got a call from one of the villages,
  


 9   from a tribal council member saying that you guys did not
  


10   go to Point Hope and did not have a
  


11   government-to-government consultation with Point Hope.
  


12   It's one of the heavy takers.  The reason why I know Point
  


13   Hope and Kivalina is heavy takers, when I was young when
  


14   they were doing Project Chariot, I was hired by their
  


15   scientist to take him around.  And I was nine.  God bless
  


16   me for this, I said.  I'll take you if you give me the
  


17   final results in the book.  I receive the book when I was
  


18   33 years old.  In the book, the surveys, and all it proved
  


19   to us that the Natives depended on the Chukchi Sea
  


20   heavily; not only Kivalina, not only Point Hope; Noatak,
  


21   too, Kotzebue, Buckner and Deering.  These are my
  


22   villages.  And this is our garden.  And this is our life.
  


23             And I would like to get more chance for people
  


24   to testify in the hub villages or in other village that's
  


25   being at the coastal, not only that village you pick.
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 1   There is villages all the way from Dillingham because when
  


 2   we satellite tag them seals in Kotzebue, within a few days
  


 3   they will be foraging on the other side, on the Russia
  


 4   side.  You want those?  I'll give them to you.
  


 5             It's amazing how fast they could go just to
  


 6   forage, just a few [indiscernible] what we did and just to
  


 7   prove it to us, because the one you are talking about here
  


 8   when the sea mammals are migrating north, they are good
  


 9   and fat, yet there is so much feed up north, they even
  


10   come back fatter.  When we shoot them and harvest them, we
  


11   don't -- I don't subsist; I harvest for my food.  They
  


12   will float because there is enough oil in them to float.
  


13   Even a beluga will float.  This is what I am saying.
  


14             It's not only going to impact the sea mammals;
  


15   the food chain, also.  Thank you.
  


16                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  I don't remember who
  


17   had a question first, but I think it was you, Mr. Harris,
  


18   that I saw your hand was up earlier.
  


19                   MR. DAVID HARRISON:  David Harrison.  And
  


20   I just wanted to make a comment, not so much for everybody
  


21   here, but all of the supporters of the Alaska Native
  


22   people.  I would recommend that we send out a notice to
  


23   all of the villages making a recommendation for the
  


24   Department, for the agencies, to go into every village for
  


25   a government-to-government consultation because the


           MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100







89


  
 1   continued drilling or proposed drilling is going to damage
  


 2   our food sources.  And if they allow this, then it was --
  


 3   like I said earlier, it's creating conditions of life
  


 4   calculated to bring about the physical destruction of the
  


 5   group in whole or part; in other words, genocide.
  


 6                   YOLANDA:  What I see tonight is, once
  


 7   again, it looks like they all, mining companies, dominate
  


 8   and control and manipulate this meeting again.  My name is
  


 9   Yolanda.
  


10                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Are you from here in
  


11   Anchorage?
  


12                   YOLANDA:  Yeah.
  


13                   MR. ARTHUR LAKE:  In reference to your
  


14   earlier -- about where you went, it does not matter --
  


15   distance doesn't matter.  Time does not matter.  You have
  


16   still have an obligation.  And in order to do that, you
  


17   have to change the way you operate in order to -- in order
  


18   to ensure that tribal consultation and the
  


19   government-to-government relationship happens.  It doesn't
  


20   matter about time and distance.  It doesn't reduce your
  


21   responsibilities as a federal agency of the United States
  


22   government.
  


23                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Okay.  We are right up
  


24   on that 10:00 time period.  I thank you very much for
  


25   attending.  Sir, you have got the last word.
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 1                   MR. DARRELL PETERSON:  My name is Darrell
  


 2   Peterson.  I signed up on that list.  I came to Alaska a
  


 3   long time ago.  I worked on Bristol Bay and Kodiak Island,
  


 4   the fish canneries, and I have been a teacher for a long
  


 5   time.  I retired.  I have been to the North Slope and I've
  


 6   worked there.  And actually, I was out on the ice.  In
  


 7   fact, the polar bear people came and talked to us, and we
  


 8   were their eyes and ears.  That has nothing to do with
  


 9   where I'm coming from.
  


10             I'm in favor of these leases because the big
  


11   reason is someone here mentioned that just across the way
  


12   is the Soviet Union and they are going to drill.  They are
  


13   going to drill, and it's going to be total.  It's going to
  


14   be any.  It's going to be the Chinese, because we have
  


15   given them all our money and they have got billions to
  


16   spend to drill, and they can reach across under the ground
  


17   20, 30 miles closer to you than what these guys are
  


18   talking about leasing here.
  


19             And I appreciate the fact that you guys need to
  


20   maintain your way of life out there.  I do.  I have been
  


21   there.  I like it.  I snowmachine.  I like going out at 20
  


22   below and doing my thing.  I like to hunt.  I grew up in a
  


23   town smaller than the ones you guys have talked about
  


24   here.  Thirty people.  I lived on elk meat and deer meat
  


25   most of my life.  Grew our own chickens and eggs.
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 1             But the point here is, you don't have ten years.
  


 2   They are going to take our money and they are going to
  


 3   start drilling, and we are going to lose out.  And if you
  


 4   haven't been to the Soviet Union to see how screwed up
  


 5   those guys are, if you think we are bad, go over there.  I
  


 6   have been there.  It's a disaster.  Every place you go is
  


 7   a disaster.  They are paying us money to pick up their oil
  


 8   spills from our companies.
  


 9             We are hiring our oil companies to go over and
  


10   fix up their spills.  And they are not stopping pumping.
  


11   They are just trying to make it.  It's an ecological
  


12   disaster.  That's what you have got.  They're going to
  


13   give them the lease, and they are going to start drilling.
  


14   So what you guys need to do here is coming up with a plan
  


15   that's going to work.  You might have five years.  You may
  


16   not.  That's the reality.
  


17             And once the oil gets spilled underneath the
  


18   ground -- and they won't care.  The Russians don't care.
  


19   They could care less.  Go.  Take a good look.  Charter a
  


20   plane to Magadan, go out and look and see what a gulag
  


21   looks like.  You can get around and see they how they
  


22   treat the environment.  Go far north.  They rape and
  


23   pillage the land like unbelievable.
  


24             And I just hope these guys -- I hope our federal
  


25   government realizes that these oil companies will go where
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 1   they can drill.  And they will -- no drilling rig at a
  


 2   million dollars a day sitting there, no oil company can
  


 3   afford that.  In fact, you and I as taxpayers, they write
  


 4   that off.  And you contributed to watching Shell leave
  


 5   that thing up there for $180 million and that came out of
  


 6   our pockets because they wrote that off dollar for dollar
  


 7   against us.  Okay.
  


 8             Anyway, Darrell Peterson.  Thank you very much.
  


 9                   MR. DAVID HARRISON:  Naturalize the oil
  


10   companies and get it over with.
  


11                   MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  I'd like to thank
  


12   everybody for attending this evening and participating in
  


13   this important public process.  Please drive home safely
  


14   and have a good night.
  


15              (Proceedings adjourned at 10:05 p.m.)
  


16
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  1                      P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S
  2                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  I have three minutes
  3    after 7:00, so we are going to go ahead and get started,
  4    and see if we can get the folks out in the lobby to come
  5    in and join the fun.
  6              Thank you very much for coming.  We are going to
  7    go ahead and get started.  My name is Jeffery Loman, and I
  8    am the Deputy Regional Director for the Bureau of Ocean
  9    Energy Management Regulation and Enforcement.  Thank you
 10    very much for coming.
 11              Just to let you know that the primary purpose of
 12    this meeting, it's required under the National
 13    Environmental Policy Act, or NEPA, because my agency is
 14    considering a major federal action, and that action is the
 15    consideration of oil and gas lease sales nationwide.
 16              Tonight we are going to focus, though, on the
 17    Alaska OCS and even more specifically the Chukchi Sea, the
 18    Beaufort Sea and Cook Inlet.  Those three planning areas
 19    are, under this Administration, being considered for oil
 20    and gas lease sales in a new five-year plan that starts in
 21    2012 and goes to 2017.
 22              Unlike many other five-year plans, there is no
 23    preconceived notion for a number of lease sales in any of
 24    those areas.  It's a clean, blank slate.  One of the
 25    things that NEPA requires -- NEPA, the National
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  1    Environmental Policy Act, requires that an agency consider
  2    the no-action decision.  So we are kind of starting with
  3    that in that we have no preconceived notion that we should
  4    hold any sales at all in any of those three planning
  5    areas.
  6              A little bit of history:  In the past five-year
  7    plans, the one we are operating under now and the one
  8    prior to that, there were many sales decided upon in those
  9    plans.  They didn't all take place.  In the last five-year
 10    plan, for example, this Administration decided not to hold
 11    two sales in the Beaufort Sea, two sales in the Chukchi
 12    Sea, and a sale in the North Aleutian Basin that was part
 13    of that plan.  So what is decided upon in a five-year plan
 14    doesn't always happen.
 15              The Cook Inlet has been a special interest only
 16    planning area, and there has not been any interest.  The
 17    agency goes out to industry and tries to solicit their
 18    interest.  And so for the last several years, including
 19    under this most recent plan, there has been no interest in
 20    the OCS or the federal waters of the Cook Inlet.
 21              Tonight's meeting is really a special meeting, a
 22    continuance of the meeting that we held, I believe it's
 23    been two weeks now.  I'm losing track of time.  Almost two
 24    weeks.  We held a meeting here.  We had a very large
 25    number of attendees, so many that we couldn't get everyone
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  1    that came and indicated that they wanted to speak a chance
  2    to speak, so we decided to hold another meeting tonight.
  3              The folks that we are going to listen to
  4    first -- because the primary purpose of this meeting, as
  5    much as we might like to hear ourselves talk, is to listen
  6    to you and to listen to what you have to say about the
  7    decision to hold oil and gas lease sales from 2012 to 2017
  8    in that new five-year plan.  You also may want to add
  9    certain considerations in the environmental review for the
 10    Secretary of the Interior to consider; for example, a set
 11    of alternatives, numbers of sales, the timing of sales,
 12    the kind of analysis that the Secretary's people, myself,
 13    our staff here, should consider as we prepare this
 14    environmental impact statement.
 15              Last meeting folks talked about a very wide
 16    range, starting with the general importance to the economy
 17    of oil and gas in Alaska, the declining throughput in
 18    TAPS, the lack of infrastructure, the lack of Coast Guard
 19    presence in the Arctic especially, the tremendous distance
 20    from the Coast Guard and spill response staging areas to
 21    these planning areas in the Arctic.  We heard that from
 22    many of the communities.
 23              And just to let you know, we have held public
 24    meetings in Kotzebue, in Wainwright, Barrow, Nuiqsut and
 25    Kaktovik.  We were weathered out of Point Hope and Point
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  1    Lay.  We did meet with some people from Point Hope and
  2    Point Lay in Barrow.  They were attending the Alaska
  3    Eskimo Whaling Commission mini convention.  And we
  4    conducted government-to-government consultation with the
  5    tribes in all of those communities and the Inupiat
  6    Community of the Arctic Slope.
  7              So we have got a lot of input.  It's substantive
  8    input.  And we hope to continue collecting your comments
  9    tonight.
 10              Any questions?  Any questions about why we're
 11    here.
 12              We are going to start taking comments right off
 13    the list that we left off with.  And I have top of my list
 14    in order of the sign-up at our last meeting -- Nick Horras
 15    is not here?  Seat empty.  Carl Wassilie.
 16              Just to let you know, please state and spell
 17    your name for the -- our court reporter, Mary Vavrik.  She
 18    does a breathtakingly tremendous job at this, providing a
 19    verbatim transcript.  And if you have written material
 20    that you are speaking from, she would appreciate that to
 21    help to get a verbatim copy.  I'm going to pass the mike
 22    back and forth.
 23              And Carl, you have got the floor.
 24                    MR. CARL WASSILIE:   Okay.  So thank you,
 25    Mr. Loman.  And I appreciate the opportunity here today.
00007
  1    My name is Carl Wassilie.  That's C-A-R-L, Wassilie,
  2    W-A-S-S-I-L-I-E.  And I am Yup'ik.  We are from the --
  3    western Alaska, the Bering Sea.  We have roots all over
  4    the coast.  And our relatives are no different than the
  5    ecosystem and the animals that migrate from all over the
  6    world into the area that we call home.
  7              And I just want to get -- wanted to -- I
  8    appreciate the supplemental opportunity to get on the
  9    record, considering the difficulty of the last meeting.  I
 10    know it was packed in here.
 11              So a couple recommendations.  I like what the
 12    public affairs recommendation was, was to have it in a
 13    different venue where more involvement of the public could
 14    be, as well as maybe doing random drawings instead of a
 15    first-come, first-served.  I think that would be
 16    recommended as far as public meetings.
 17              Now, I stand in support of those that have been
 18    before me, of course.  And our relationship with the water
 19    is no separate than -- no separate than it could be
 20    scientifically shown that when we come out of the womb of
 21    our mother, there is a certain -- even the consistency and
 22    the salinity of the womb is the same salinity of the
 23    ocean.  And so when we speak in terms of Mother Earth and
 24    this language, the English language, it's in that relation
 25    that we are not separate from the ocean.  We are not
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  1    separate from the earth.
  2              And so I really want to support the -- those
  3    that have made the effort in Point Hope.  And there is --
  4    yeah.  I was given -- in 2007, Native Village of Point
  5    Hope expressed opposition to all leasing in the Outer
  6    Continental Shelf and the Chukchi and Beaufort Seas, as
  7    well as any seismic activity that relates to oil and gas
  8    exploration and development.  And I personally would like
  9    to support that and [indiscernible].
 10              I also want to make sure that I think that the
 11    traditional knowledge -- that one of my recommendations,
 12    before you continue on with these lease sales -- I don't
 13    support these lease sales.  One of my recommendations
 14    would be to include traditional ecological knowledge.
 15    Indigenous science is the truth.  It's based off of
 16    thousands of years of observation, which are the basis of
 17    Western science, even.  So you can follow these same
 18    theories in Western science that have already been played
 19    out for thousands of years with the indigenous people,
 20    including the management of these returning ancestors,
 21    which we call Fish & Wildlife in Western terms.
 22              So I just wanted to put that out there as a
 23    recommendation, to include traditional ecological
 24    knowledge into the baseline.
 25              And you know, with the lease sale 193, there
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  1    were some issues in the court even regarding the Western
  2    laws, the laws that were broken in allowing that lease
  3    sale.  Now we are dealing with those consequences at this
  4    point in time.  And I think it's important to look at
  5    those -- you know, the court decisions that were made
  6    in -- that came from the lawsuit with the 193 lease sale
  7    before we move on, as well as recommendations by the Gulf
  8    of Mexico Spill Commission that reviewed the recent spill
  9    in the Gulf of Mexico.  I think that the information and
 10    recommendations are not completely relevant to Alaska
 11    since there is -- we don't have the same infrastructure
 12    for oil spill response, as you mentioned, Mr. Loman.  I
 13    appreciate that.
 14              One key point that I found in these lease sales
 15    is that -- that's important for the future recommendations
 16    before moving on to the next lease sale and also to
 17    include tribal government, and that's a trust
 18    responsibility of the United States, too.  So I think
 19    including tribal governments before moving on with these
 20    lease sales is a key component.  And that could be played
 21    out with continuing planning in ocean policy.
 22              The coastal marine spatial planning of one
 23    specific area, there is lots of overlaps.  Like I said
 24    before, what happens in the Chukchi with the movement of
 25    the animals, the biological cycle, the ecosystem, it --
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  1    through the seasons they change.  The animals and fish are
  2    moving.  There is many, many reports by the Arctic Council
  3    as well as the international -- the Arctic Council is an
  4    international peer reviewed -- they have peer reviewed
  5    journals as well as mounds of information that could be --
  6    as well as recommendations that could be made regarding
  7    the oil and gas development in the Arctic.
  8              The Arctic is one of the key areas for
  9    biological diversity on the planet, which had not been
 10    completely put onto paper.  Like I said, traditional
 11    ecological knowledge, the methodology is -- the only
 12    difference is the Western science has it written on paper;
 13    traditional indigenous science is done by thousands of
 14    years through the culture of speaking, interacting,
 15    hands-on experiential education by using that science and
 16    knowledge from our Elders.
 17              So I think these -- that those key points would
 18    be -- could be very well integrated before moving forward
 19    on the lease sale.  So I appreciate the opportunity.  Once
 20    again, I do support the Native Village of Point Hope and I
 21    think that their concerns are documented with the seismic
 22    testing that occurred and observations by indigenous
 23    people on the Russian side of the economic exclusive zone
 24    in which the animals were scared from -- scared over in
 25    2006 surveys and 2007.
00011
  1              So I think that -- that's an important note to
  2    take as you move forward toward these developing ocean
  3    policies.  I thank the federal government for taking
  4    action to -- and this interest of preserving the heritage
  5    that we continue to enjoy in the people as well as the
  6    people that have this as their way of life.  It's hard to
  7    explain in English, but it's beyond any -- any definitions
  8    in the Western language -- it's very difficult -- with
  9    some of the Elders' knowledge that can be passed on.
 10              Thank you.
 11                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you.  Are you
 12    Nick?
 13                    MR. NICK HORRAS:  Yeah.
 14                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Okay.  You missed your
 15    chance.  Do you want to wait or are you ready?  Walked
 16    right in and got the floor.  The floor is yours.  Go
 17    ahead.  We need your name for the court reporter and any
 18    written material.  You have it on laptop?  Just leave that
 19    MacBook Pearl with her.
 20                    MR. NICK HORRAS:  Thank you very much.  I
 21    submitted my testimony on-line last session, not thinking
 22    I was going to have a chance to be here tonight.  So thank
 23    you for bringing us back together again tonight.  I
 24    applaud the committee for doing that.  I think it's
 25    important for the public process.
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  1              Good evening.  My name is Nick Horras.  That's
  2    N-I-C-K H-O-R-R-A-S, and I'm a resident of Anchorage.  I
  3    am grateful for this opportunity to express my opinion as
  4    a citizen on the issue before us today, oil and gas
  5    leasing on the Beaufort and Chukchi Seas.  While I
  6    appreciate this opportunity to present, I also recognize
  7    that my voice as an individual is not as loud or
  8    influential as the oil companies looking to obtain these
  9    leases.  Nonetheless, I felt it important to be here
 10    tonight.
 11              And even though I'm only one voice, I felt it
 12    important to express my concerns about continued offshore
 13    oil development in the Chukchi and Beaufort.  My greatest
 14    concern is the precedent set by these leases.  When are we
 15    going to focus more on renewable energy development, less
 16    so on fossil fuels?  When are we going to stop poking
 17    holes in pristine environments to extract more oil, the
 18    stuff we are so beholden to and the stuff that causes
 19    conflict around the world and environmental disaster in
 20    our own backyards.
 21              Every dollar invested in fossil fuel development
 22    is one less dollar available for renewable energy
 23    development.  But then, again, why wouldn't energy
 24    companies be interested in continuing to seek new oil
 25    prospects when their annual revenues are soaring at levels
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  1    of 200- to $300 billion a year?
  2              Thankfully the U.S. military is beginning to
  3    recognize our overdependence on oil, and they are now
  4    focusing on further developing fuel from algae for its
  5    jets and aircraft carriers.  Test flights and sailings
  6    have been successful, and renewal fuels like algae make us
  7    more secure, saves us money, and is entirely renewable.
  8    And the exciting part is that the military is actually
  9    pulling it off.  It's happening.  And it can be done
 10    thanks to properly placed investments.
 11              And I'll leave it to the scientists and
 12    environmental groups to remind us of the extreme potential
 13    for disaster and impact on the local flora and fauna in
 14    the Beaufort and Chukchi.  My stance, my concern is our
 15    continued reliance on oil, period.  We are slaves to it,
 16    and it's causing us to explore these developments in the
 17    Arctic and beyond, very risky developments, at that.
 18              The Interior Department's advertisement for
 19    tonight's session said we need to hear from you to ensure
 20    that we address all relevant issues and alternatives.
 21    Let's remember what our alternatives are:  Renewable
 22    energy, renewable fuel, and discontinued reliance on crude
 23    oil to fuel our world.
 24              I encourage Secretary Salazar to continue to
 25    take this into careful consideration before allowing any
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  1    further leasing in the Beaufort or Chukchi.  Thank you.
  2                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you.  Delice
  3    Calcote.
  4                    MS. DELICE CALCOTE:  My name is Delice
  5    Calcote, D-E-L-I-C-E C-A-L-C-O-T-E.  I'm from Afognak
  6    Island.  I'm of the Water Clan.  And you know, our island
  7    was surrounded by Exxon Valdez oil spill.  My grandfather
  8    put his hand into those pink foamy crystals, and my
  9    grandfather died two years ago of lesions in his brain.
 10              May 17, 1993, the Supreme Court decision on the
 11    Oklahoma and Sac and Fox case was a nine-to-zero decision.
 12    There were no dissenters.  And Sandra Day O'Connor told
 13    them, what we have here today are three jurisdictions:
 14    federal, tribal, and State.
 15              And I'd like to point out that Cook Inlet is a
 16    historical bay.  It has historical bay status before we
 17    were a state, before that illicit thing.
 18              I serve as a Secretary for Cook Inlet Marine
 19    Mammal Council, which is chartered by the Cook Inlet
 20    tribes.  They formed a treaty amongst themselves in 1994.
 21    And I also serve the tribes at Alaska Intertribal Council.
 22    The points that I would like to note are that there is a
 23    government-to-government policy with the tribes, all
 24    federally recognized tribes.  And there is 229 of them
 25    that are federally recognized tribes, and we have several
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  1    that aren't.
  2              As you are aware, Cook Inlet beluga is listed on
  3    the Endangered Species List.  And Cook Inlet treaty tribes
  4    opposed any five-year lease sale here in Cook Inlet area.
  5    We have many concerns:  The air quality here in the
  6    Southcentral area.  At the Alaska Forum on the Environment
  7    three years ago we were informed that the air quality in
  8    Southcentral area is at top mercury levels.  I don't know
  9    if anyone is aware that there is, you know, know several
 10    platforms that flare 24 hours a day.  They don't even
 11    allow that to happen on -- in California.
 12              In our many meetings with NOAA, National Marine
 13    Fisheries Service, we were informed several years ago that
 14    our salmon here in Cook Inlet would be listed as an
 15    endangered species.  So along with our beluga that are on
 16    the Endangered Species Act, we as tribes are very
 17    concerned about the status of the salmon species.
 18              There are sounds and discharges from sewers
 19    whose permits have been automatically renewed, thus
 20    avoiding critical impact from the public and from the
 21    tribes.  We are concerned about oil spills and sunken tugs
 22    that still are in Cook Inlet, have not been removed from
 23    that platform.  I think that was over at Granite Point.
 24    And there is no technology to clean up oil from icy
 25    waters.  We have cumulative impacts from oil and gas that
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  1    are not known in the Cook Inlet historical bay.
  2              There is cumulative impacts from this large
  3    amount of air traffic where they get to dump fuel and the
  4    military admitted that they had dumped fuel.  I can't
  5    remember what the number was, but I knew that it was a
  6    number for every single day of the year, plus some.  And
  7    that's -- they called it emergency dumping.  So I guess
  8    they have an emergency every day.  And what is the impact
  9    of that JP2 on our -- on our health, on the health of the
 10    animals, the cumulative impacts to the environment.
 11              And we have chemtrail dumping that's happening
 12    over the Southcentral area without informing us, notifying
 13    us, bypassing public input.  I believe that's called lack
 14    of due process of law.  We have mixing zones out here that
 15    have been changed.  They are not protecting our -- the
 16    critical habitat area and keeping that clean where -- we
 17    have the beluga over here that use the Upper Cook Inlet
 18    for their nursing and their birthing, feeding grounds.
 19              We have over 200 abandoned oil pipelines in Cook
 20    Inlet.  There is no plan for removing them.  They are just
 21    going to stay there and rot.  And we have very serious
 22    concerns about all the funds that were raised by all the
 23    municipalities against the tribes and our stand on pushing
 24    for the Endangered Species Act.  Our food takes priority
 25    over development.
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  1              Along with the EIS which seems to be missing is
  2    the human health impacts.  We study the land, the
  3    environment.  Where is the human health impact?  What's
  4    the cumulative effects?  We are told by our ancestors and
  5    it's in our way that we make plans for seven generations
  6    later.  Where is the -- where is the plan for cleaning up
  7    Cook Inlet?  Where is the plan for keeping this air clean
  8    so that all of us enjoy clean air and clean water?  Every
  9    one of us needs clean air and clean water every day, not
 10    just sometimes.  Every day.  And so do the animals.
 11              Economy.  Where is the economy of our tribal
 12    governments?  All this money that was raised by the -- by
 13    the municipalities, where was the funds that came to the
 14    tribes so that we could do studies?  We have been told
 15    over and over by Minerals Management Service; now it's
 16    BOEMRE.  We have asked for studies.  We wanted to have
 17    traditional knowledge studies.
 18              I'm the one who had to call them and ask them
 19    after their budget -- after the federal budget was
 20    approved and I wanted to know what happened to our
 21    traditional knowledge study.  Oh, there were other things
 22    that were more important was the answer.  So we got pushed
 23    back to the back burner again.
 24              I just want to say that I'm totally against any
 25    planned development without lack of serious studying and
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  1    funding and significantly including our tribal governments
  2    of the Cook Inlet area.  And the Cook Inlet tribes are
  3    also supporting the North Slope tribes in the work that
  4    they are doing and standing against development in their
  5    critical areas for their food and for the furtherance
  6    seven generations down the line.
  7              I want to thank you for holding this again and
  8    for letting us say our say.  Thank you.
  9                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you very much.
 10    Craig Sorenson.  Brian Lyke.  Mr. Harrison, you have the
 11    floor.
 12                    MR. DAVID HARRISON:  First of all,
 13    Jeffery, I have to apologize for chewing you out at the
 14    last meeting.  And I apologize for chewing you out at the
 15    last meeting, and I thank you for holding this meeting.
 16    My name is Tutchuda.  I am Ahtna Tana.  I am from Nay'dini
 17    aa Na'.  I said it's my Indian name.  Is Tutchuda.  My
 18    English name is David Harrison.
 19              I'm from the Copper River people.  I domicile in
 20    my village of Chickaloon.  I don't reside in Alaska.  My
 21    ancestors have been here since time immemorial.  They have
 22    been recorded right here in Cook Inlet for over 25,000
 23    years.  Everyone in this room who is not indigenous is a
 24    Johnny-come-lately.  And they have come here to partake in
 25    our country, and we have shared our country with you.  We
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  1    protected our country, and none of our people were walking
  2    around starving.  None of our people were walking up and
  3    down these streets in these cities without a place to live
  4    or food to eat.  We all had a place.  We all worked
  5    together.
  6              Our people, after sharing our country with you,
  7    have been pushed to the back of the bus.  And you have
  8    done this because you see our resources.  They are not
  9    your resources.  They are not the federal government's
 10    resources.  They are not the State of Alaska's resources.
 11    They are the indigenous people of Alaska's resources.
 12                    AN UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Thank you.
 13                    MR. DAVID HARRISON:  They are our
 14    resources that the creator put here to take care of us.
 15    And they gave us the responsibility to take care of them
 16    because if we take care of them, it will take care of us.
 17    It will provide everything that we need to exist in this
 18    world today, not just for a couple of years, not until
 19    this oil runs out or the coal runs out or the gas runs out
 20    or the timber runs out or the fish run out or any of the
 21    marine mammals, the land animals, the moose, the caribou,
 22    the sheep.
 23              These resources, in our opinion, are not for
 24    sale.  These oil and gas resources can be viewed as no
 25    differently than the blood that flows through your veins.
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  1    This world depends on keeping that oil and gas where it's
  2    at, no differently than your need to keep the blood in
  3    your body where it's at.
  4              You want to drink oil?  You go right ahead.  We
  5    will see how long you last.  You want to drink clean
  6    water?  You will live a long time.  You want to breathe
  7    clean air?  You will live a long time.  These resources
  8    are a necessity for all existence.  We need to keep them
  9    where they at.
 10              I'm the Executive Director for the Alaska
 11    Intertribal Council.  I advocate in behalf of 229
 12    federally recognized tribes in Alaska.  At the end of last
 13    year, they elected me unanimously to chair the
 14    organization.  That's pretty uncommon whenever you are
 15    dealing with the diversity of indigenous people and the
 16    indigenous nations that are in Alaska.  And there are
 17    seven.  And this is their country.  It's not the State's.
 18    It's not the federal government.
 19              And the State of Alaska, at every chance they
 20    get, they are creating genocide against Alaska Native
 21    people.  And I say that and I mean that because they are
 22    creating conditions of life that are calculated to bring
 23    about the physical destruction of the Alaska Native people
 24    in whole and in part.
 25              The United States passed a genocide act in 1988.
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  1    It's been in existence since 1953 on the international
  2    level.  The United States acknowledged when they became a
  3    territory and when they became signatory to the United
  4    Nations charter, their obligation was to bring the
  5    indigenous people up to determine their own future.
  6    Instead, a couple world wars happened.
  7              Who created Alaska?  The State?  Not Alaska
  8    Native people.  They were refused the right to vote on
  9    statehood.  Say, oh, you gave it up under ANCSA.  Which of
 10    these villages gave those people, those 576 people, the
 11    right to speak in behalf of almost 80,000 at that time?
 12    There is not one village that I know of that gave any of
 13    those people an opportunity or the right to speak in their
 14    behalf.
 15              In 1971, the federal government, the State, the
 16    oil companies, terminated another act of genocide, all of
 17    our children born after December 18, 1971.  And then you
 18    wonder why we are angry.  You wonder why our kids are
 19    angry.  You wonder why there is such disparity among our
 20    peoples.  Things haven't been put right.
 21              You have an opportunity to make sure that not
 22    only our children, but your children have a clean place to
 23    live in this world.  If you don't, shame on you.  Tell
 24    your kids that you helped kill them.  You helped make it
 25    so that they had to spend hundreds and hundreds of
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  1    thousands of dollars buying bottled water that's been
  2    filtered instead of drinking clean, pure, pristine water.
  3    Tell them that.  I will have to tell my grandchildren.
  4    And I'm the father of ten children.  I have 13
  5    grandchildren.  I'm speaking for all of them.
  6              And I stand here today emphatically opposed to
  7    any more oil and gas development in Alaska onshore,
  8    offshore, wherever.  There are so many holes drilled out
  9    there and there is so much oil that's already there.  The
 10    State of Alaska says, oh, the pipeline is a third full.
 11    There is no excuse for that because they have already
 12    found the oil to fill that thing up for many more hundreds
 13    of years.
 14              Why are we, the indigenous people, living in
 15    poverty with all of these resources that the federal
 16    government and the State of Alaska have ripped from our
 17    lands?  Not only the coal, oil and gas, the timber, the
 18    fish.  Who is suffering?  Not the State, not the Feds, but
 19    Alaska's indigenous people are suffering because the
 20    federal government and the State of Alaska refuse to abide
 21    by their own laws.
 22              The State of Alaska Constitution, Article 12,
 23    Section 12 states the State and its people shall forever
 24    disclaim any and all fishing rights forever to the Alaska
 25    Native people.  Alaska Native people try and go out there
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  1    and catch our fish so that we can live.  The State comes
  2    and arrests us.  They want you as a sport fisherman to
  3    collect their dollar because they are telling you you are
  4    a sport fisherman.
  5              Many people who live in Alaska fish and hunt and
  6    eat it.  And if you think it's fun to go out and kill an
  7    animal, then you need to go to API, the Alaska Psychiatric
  8    Institute, to get your head examined because it's not fun
  9    to go out and to kill an animal and play with it just
 10    because the State says you can.
 11              It's important that we maintain the health of
 12    our food sources.  We have seen just recently in the
 13    Nordic countries where they have had that oil spill over
 14    there, the technology is not available for cleaning oil
 15    spill up out of the Arctic.  We have seen in Prince
 16    William Sound the oil companies cannot be trusted.  We
 17    have seen the lack of responsibility from the federal
 18    government and the State of Alaska because there are still
 19    ten million barrels of oil in Prince William Sound on the
 20    beaches.  Those communities still are suffering from that
 21    spill.  How many years later?  Those oil companies were
 22    told to pay money.  They still haven't paid.  They still
 23    haven't paid to clean it up.
 24              And I'm going to ask the United States and the
 25    State of Alaska, when are you going to stop kowtowing to
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  1    the oil industry?  When are you going to stop them from
  2    controlling and running Alaska state politics?
  3              The technology is already here for alternate
  4    energies that are clean energy.  We don't need the oil
  5    companies to continue to rape, pillage and plunder the
  6    resources, today, tomorrow, or next year, next week or the
  7    next hundred years.
  8              Thank you.
  9                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you,
 10    Mr. Harrison.  Kathryn Hicks.
 11                    MS. KATHRYN HICKS:  I didn't know I was
 12    coming for a civil war here.  It's a little bit of a
 13    surprise for me.  But last year -- last week when I was
 14    here, many people spoke and stated my beliefs much better
 15    than I can.  But I wanted to testify today that I think
 16    this entire hearing is a waste of time.  This
 17    Administration has made up its mind.  They want nothing
 18    more than to shut down Alaska.  I was at the hearing on
 19    February 25th and heard many intelligent statements.  I
 20    watched Mr. Loman's face pucker every time somebody
 21    testified that we need these leases in asking our
 22    government to allow us to drill what should be our own
 23    oil.  I realize that you think you can shut us down by
 24    regulating us to death.  The Wilderness Society, Sierra
 25    Club and all its minions want Alaska to be their own
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  1    national park.  The Obama Administration is doing all they
  2    can to comply.
  3              I can hardly wait for November 2012.  Trouble
  4    is, I don't know if our country will be here by then.  If
  5    the greenies were truly concerned about the environment,
  6    they would focus their energies on Russia and other Third
  7    World countries that have no environmental concerns
  8    whatsoever.  They aren't concerned about the environment.
  9    This is only a ruse to destroy American capitalism.
 10                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you, Kathryn.
 11    Mayor Sullivan.
 12                    MAYOR DAN SULLIVAN:  Thank you very much.
 13    Good evening.  Thank you for allowing me to testify.  For
 14    the record, my name is Dan Sullivan, D-A-N
 15    S-U-L-L-I-V-A-N.  I have the distinct honor and privilege
 16    of serving as the mayor of Anchorage.  I'm also very
 17    humbled to be in the room with folks who have different
 18    points of view.  This is a good process, and it's good to
 19    hear from everybody.  We don't always agree, but -- I'm
 20    lifelong Alaskan, the son of lifelong Alaskans and several
 21    generations before that, but I'm always humbled when I'm
 22    in the room with folks whose generations span much longer
 23    than mine, and I appreciate the viewpoints.
 24              My jurisdiction as mayor spans nearly 2,000
 25    square miles and includes approximately 300,000 residents,
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  1    which comprises over 40 percent of the entire population
  2    of Alaska.  And I'm speaking fairly narrowly about the
  3    interests of the residents that I represent as mayor.
  4              I'm testifying this evening to support including
  5    the Chukchi and Beaufort Seas and Cook Inlet waters in the
  6    five-year leasing program.  I strongly oppose any further
  7    delay of development of Alaska's offshore oil and gas
  8    resources.  The economic impact of choosing not to develop
  9    the Chukchi, Beaufort or Cook Inlet resource will be
 10    devastating to the Anchorage economy.
 11              Cook Inlet provides the natural gas that heats
 12    our homes, schools, businesses, and military bases and
 13    powers the turbines that provides most of our electricity.
 14    Meeting these energy needs is essential to the personal
 15    safety and well-being of all who live here.
 16              In addition to our basic energy needs, Anchorage
 17    is the state's economic center, and our local economy
 18    relies heavily on the health of the Trans-Alaska pipeline.
 19    It is simply essential to get more oil flowing through the
 20    pipeline.  The proven resources available in the Chukchi
 21    and Beaufort Seas are perhaps the most promising long-term
 22    solution to maintaining the viability of TAPS.
 23              The time is of the essence in moving development
 24    projects forward.  Further delays threaten the viability
 25    of the pipeline itself.  That would be an economic
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  1    disaster of national proportion.  I repeat, of national
  2    proportion, and the interesting thing would be of our
  3    choosing.
  4              We have natural disasters out there that we have
  5    no control over, whether it's a hurricane or an
  6    earthquake.  But to allow that pipeline to become inactive
  7    literally would be a disaster.  As a state and a nation,
  8    we need to responsibly move forward with domestic offshore
  9    energy production.
 10              I encourage the Bureau of Ocean Energy
 11    Management to continue its work to evaluate regulatory
 12    structures that improve safety and spill response while
 13    making sure offshore energy production is done both
 14    responsibly but, as well, timely.
 15              World events today show without question just
 16    how fundamental Alaska's assets are to our national
 17    security.  If the U.S. government does not provide a
 18    reasonable regulatory environment, the companies who are
 19    in a position to invest elsewhere will do so and will
 20    funnel billions of dollars to Outside economies that
 21    likely do not have our stringent regulatory framework and,
 22    in many cases, do not support our national interests.
 23              Again, I strongly oppose any further delays in
 24    the development of Alaska's offshore oil and gas
 25    resources, and I urge that you include the Chukchi,
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  1    Beaufort and Cook Inlet waters in the 2012-2017 lease
  2    program.
  3              Thank you again for the opportunity.
  4                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Sergio Awnie.  Charlie
  5    Berker.  Kris Warren.
  6                   MR. KRIS WARREN:  Thank you, and good
  7    evening.  It's Kris, K-R-I-S, Warren, W-A-R-R-E-N.  And
  8    I've lived here in Anchorage for 28 years.  I'm a retired
  9    manager with Anchorage Water and Wastewater Utility.  I've
 10    got over 35 years' experience working in the environmental
 11    protection business.  Also my wife is a co-owner of a
 12    mid-sized hotel here in Anchorage employing 35 Alaskans
 13    whose livelihoods depend on Alaska's sustainable economic
 14    future.
 15              I'm here tonight to express my support for oil
 16    and gas lease sales off the coast of Alaska.  Without new
 17    oil production, TAPS is likely to be shut down within the
 18    next ten years.  The Chukchi and Beaufort Seas have
 19    enormous potential oil and gas deposits which must be
 20    responsibly developed to ensure that the nation's and
 21    Alaska's economy will continue to prosper.  The U.S. is
 22    going to require -- continue to require vast quantities of
 23    oil for the foreseeable future in spite of the ongoing
 24    efforts to develop alternative forms of energy.
 25              So why not develop U.S. resources rather than
00029
  1    continue our reliance on oil from place likes Venezuela,
  2    Iran and the volatile Middle East?  Why not employ U.S.
  3    workers using U.S. produced building materials to produce
  4    U.S. oil?  I've got a 14-year-old grandson whose future in
  5    Alaska depends on the development and production of
  6    Alaska's resources.  The vast majority of Alaskans support
  7    resource development and are frustrated at the efforts of
  8    extremists environment lawsuit industry, the courts, the
  9    news media, and even the movie industry to shut down the
 10    very resource industries upon which the majority of
 11    Alaskan's jobs depend.
 12              Even more upsetting, the federal government
 13    appears to be a willing partner in the effort to destroy
 14    our state's economy through its entangled permitting
 15    processes, needless delays, and endless studies.  I think
 16    it's safe to say that everybody here tonight who are
 17    testifying, whether you are for or against oil
 18    development, consumed petroleum products in order to
 19    attend this meeting.  Surely you would not prefer that the
 20    oil we consume come from other places on earth where the
 21    U.S. is hated and environmental regulations are less
 22    stringent.
 23              In conclusion, I strongly believe the federal
 24    government should move forward with offshore oil lease
 25    sales and, more importantly, once those leases are sold,
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  1    permit exploration to proceed and discoveries to be
  2    produced.  Now is the time to promote policies that
  3    encourage job creation while growing the economy and
  4    providing the nation with much needed locally produced
  5    energy supplies.
  6              Thank you for the opportunity to comment.
  7                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you very much.
  8    JoAnn Zeringoe.  Glenn Maulding.  Deborah Blatchford.
  9    Whit Sheard.  Nils Bolsen [sic].  Mr. Bolsen.
 10                    AN UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  He just stepped
 11    out.  He was here.
 12                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  It's called stage
 13    fright.  We will get back to Nils.  He might get some
 14    courage up.  Are you Nils?
 15                    MR. NILS BOISEN:  Yes.  I am sorry.
 16                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Was it stage fright?
 17                    MR. NILS BOISEN:  It was my son's --
 18                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Okay.  Good.
 19                    MR. NILS BOISEN:  Thank you for the
 20    opportunity for those of us who didn't get to speak on the
 21    25th to come and say our piece.  My name is Nils Boisen,
 22    N-I-L-S B-O-I-S-E-N.  I work for the Eyak Preservation
 23    Council.  They are an environmental and social justice
 24    organization out of Cordova.
 25              First off, I'd just like to say there is no
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  1    doubt that fossil fuel and the hydrocarbons we get from
  2    oil are an extremely important resource.  They are 90
  3    percent -- 98 percent, perhaps, of the -- of our
  4    livelihoods in the modern developed world.  They are our
  5    medicine, they are our materials, they are our, besides
  6    our fuel, they are pesticides, they are fertilizers.  It's
  7    everything, and we are very dependent on it.  But it's a
  8    finite resource, and it's going to run out.
  9              To continue oil and gas development in this
 10    state is a pipe dream.  It's just postponing the
 11    inevitable, which is an economic crash in this state.
 12    Secondly, to touch on the environmental aspect of this,
 13    you can have all the security and safety and measurements
 14    to keep accidents from happening, but human error is
 15    something you cannot really account for in doing so.
 16    Exxon Valdez is an example of that; the Deep Water Horizon
 17    is an example of that; and what recently has happened in
 18    Norway is an example of that.
 19              I have been living in Norway for ten years, and
 20    I can tell you that Norway is the most technologically
 21    advanced nation for offshore oil and gas development and
 22    oil spill response.  The oil spill that has recently
 23    happened, it's very interesting that the Alaskan media has
 24    almost mentioned nothing about it.  Norway climatically
 25    and environmentally is very similar to Alaska.  The major
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  1    difference is that Norway is far more developed with
  2    infrastructure and technology.
  3              And the fact that the Norwegian government, the
  4    Coast Guard is having such an incredibly hard time dealing
  5    with this rather minor oil spill -- it's an incredibly bad
  6    environmental accident, but it could have been a lot
  7    worse.  And they are still having probably the worst time
  8    of dealing with it of any oil accident they have had.  And
  9    they have had other oil spills in recent years; this,
 10    though, being the first in icy conditions with snow
 11    falling on the cleanup.  And they are pretty much at their
 12    wits' ends.  If Norway is having a hard time, Alaska has
 13    no hope.
 14              That said, I'm vehemently against the leases
 15    going forward, that on behalf of those who are now and
 16    will be in the future dependent on those renewable
 17    resources, that offshore oil drilling threatens the
 18    fishing economy, mainly.  And on behalf of the environment
 19    at large and those who will be inheriting Alaska and the
 20    world at large, I'm against this.
 21              Thank you.
 22                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you very much.
 23    Brandon Heady.  Lynette Moreno-Hinz.
 24                    AN UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  She's coming.
 25                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Did I hear she was
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  1    coming?
  2                    MS. LYNETTE MORENO-HINZ:  I'm right here.
  3                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Are you Lynette?
  4                    MS. LYNETTE MORENO-HINZ:  Yes, I am.  Good
  5    evening.  Thank you very much for listening to the
  6    opposition side because we were not given the -- you know,
  7    the opportunity to speak the last time, and so giving us
  8    the opportunity shows that there is balance.
  9              My name is Lynette Moreno-Hinz, and I was born
 10    in Sitka, Alaska, at age 11 moved to Anchorage, and for
 11    the last 32 years I have been driving a cab here.  I get
 12    the chance to pick up a lot of different people and give
 13    them a ride.  And in my cab driving experiences and my
 14    life, I've had the opportunity to meet a lot of good
 15    people, but also I have the opportunity to listen to a lot
 16    of different points of view.
 17              And you know that Alaska, there is people that
 18    come here because I pick them up, they come into this
 19    state that are not Native.  And sometimes they don't get
 20    to bother to know the Native people or the culture.
 21              Today I picked up a Native individual, a man
 22    from a hotel.  And last night the Anchorage tribes of
 23    Tlingit and Haida met, and what we did, we brought a
 24    little bit of food.  All I had was given to me a little,
 25    little bag of some smoked strips, and they were cut up so
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  1    tiny, tiny.  So when I picked up this individual -- he was
  2    from up north, and he told me he was from Kotzebue.  He
  3    was so grateful for the little, tiny pieces of fish that I
  4    gave him.  And I really felt bad because I'm Alaska Native
  5    and it's hard for me to go out and practice the
  6    subsistence lifestyle because, like David mentioned -- I'm
  7    sorry.  Gather Harrison mentioned -- David is his
  8    brother -- that we have to abide by the State rules.  We
  9    have to get licenses, and we have to do what we are
 10    supposed to do or we get in trouble and we get sent to
 11    jail.  My uncle got sent to jail in Juneau -- in Sitka.
 12    He lived in Sitka.
 13              And when I was protesting in different places,
 14    like the Dena'ina Center when our ex-governor Sarah Palin
 15    was there, I was told -- I think it was her mother and
 16    father that drove by in a fancy $60,000 vehicle.  And my
 17    car is parked outside.  It's paid for, but it's run down.
 18    And they told me -- I was standing by some -- two
 19    Americans that were protesting the war.  And I was the
 20    only one outside.  It was cold.  And they told me to go
 21    home.  So on the side of my poster, I wrote, I am home.
 22    And it was very vicious.  Sometimes people are not nice,
 23    no.  You can't always be nice.  I realize that, but it was
 24    very disgusting.  And I know that in the process of what I
 25    had been doing, I know why I do it.
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  1              I was past President of the Tlingit and Haida
  2    tribes, but I am opposed to the development of the
  3    Chukchi, the Beaufort, and the Cook Inlet because, stated
  4    here, we have alternative energies.  But I was also told
  5    by my husband, who is nonNative, that there is some place
  6    called Gull -- Gull Island or something in the north and
  7    that they found out that there is lots of oil up there.
  8              But that individual man that I talked to earlier
  9    this morning, the Native guy, he told me -- I said, are
 10    you for it or against it?  And he said he's against it
 11    because of subsistence.  My ancestry, they collected
 12    nickels and pennies to organize the Alaska Native
 13    Brotherhood and Sisterhood to be able to travel -- excuse
 14    me.  My glasses were lowering -- to be able to travel
 15    across the land in Southeast.  And they didn't have money
 16    back then.
 17              The little bit of money that we get from the
 18    Native corporations, the nonNatives view it very tainted
 19    because they think, oh, look, there is another Native.
 20    They have got, you know, the Native corporation money.
 21    That's what they think.  And they don't realize that that
 22    Native corporation money isn't much, but that's not what
 23    we are about, about money.
 24              Arctic Slope Regional came the last night to
 25    testify.  And they support drilling.  That's a
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  1    corporation.  Just recently they were recognizing the
  2    women in the Alaska Native land claims.  The corporations
  3    have not done all good, but they have not done all evil.
  4    But there is no balance there.  There is a lot of abuses.
  5    And it's not just in one corporation.
  6              So I would really like you to consider --
  7    reconsider, because I did.  And I know who I am, I know
  8    where I came from, and I know where I'm going.
  9              Thank you very much.
 10                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you, Lynette.
 11    Nicole Whittington-Evans.  Nicole.
 12                    MS. NICOLE WHITTINGTON-EVANS:  Hello.  My
 13    name is Nicole Whittington-Evans, and I'm the Regional
 14    Director for the Alaska office of the Wilderness Society,
 15    or TWS.  I want to thank you, BOEMRE, for holding this
 16    meeting and allowing our organization this opportunity to
 17    comment tonight on the 2012 to 2017 five-year OCS plan.
 18              TWS has engaged in Arctic Ocean OCS issues for
 19    close to a decade, and we are working to protect
 20    ecologically important areas in the Arctic both on and
 21    offshore and ensure that if and where oil and gas
 22    development does occur, it is done well and in appropriate
 23    locations.
 24              I am here tonight with one of my colleagues in
 25    the audience, Lois Epstein, an engineer and TWS' Arctic
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  1    Program Director, who has spent over 20 years working on
  2    oil and gas technical and policy issues, nearly half in
  3    Alaska, and who was a technical advisor on the report to
  4    the President in May of 2010 which contained
  5    recommendations on increasing offshore drilling safety.
  6    Lois would have been here a week ago Friday to testify,
  7    but she was stuck in Nuiqsut due to weather after the
  8    BOEMRE hearing there.
  9              It is TWS' position that BOEMRE needs to take
 10    the time needed to make scientifically justified policy
 11    decisions before holding lease sales in the Arctic Ocean.
 12    It is premature to move forward with new leases in the
 13    Arctic Ocean without accomplishing, at a minimum, the
 14    following four points:
 15              One ensuring adequate scientific information on
 16    marine and potentially affected coastal resources is
 17    available and included in decisionmaking.  Two, performing
 18    marine and coastal spatial planning to determine key
 19    offshore areas warranting protection.  Three, ensuring
 20    sufficient spill cleanup capabilities and infrastructure
 21    are in place.  Four, BOEMRE promulgating needed
 22    regulations and ensuring sufficient drilling oversight by
 23    adequate enforcement resources, governmental
 24    accountability, and transparency and other measures.
 25              Additionally, it will be important to develop a
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  1    mechanism to ensure that industry/whaler conflict
  2    avoidance agreements are enforceable, something very
  3    important to coastal communities.  If there is any doubt
  4    about blowouts and other offshore problems in the Arctic,
  5    consider that the Alaska Oil and Gas Conservation
  6    Commission in its 50th anniversary report lists ten North
  7    Slope and eight Cook Inlet blowout events, with four of
  8    the latter offshore in shallow water.
  9              Additionally, there are other ways substantial
 10    amounts of crude can enter the water from offshore
 11    drilling.  For example, in 1989 a frozen valve on Amoco's
 12    Anna offshore platform in Cook Inlet caused a spill of
 13    over 20,000 gallons of crude.  Cleanup was not attempted
 14    due to 80 to 90 percent moving ice floes.
 15              As for lessons from BP's Deep Water Horizon
 16    tragedy, we have learned from the Oil Spill Commission's
 17    hearings that well-financed drilling companies could, one,
 18    misinterpret data from a key well integrity test; two,
 19    decide not to utilize potentially critical well components
 20    because they would take too long to arrive in the Gulf, a
 21    delivery situation that would be much worse in the Arctic;
 22    and three, not take actions that would have mitigated much
 23    of the tragedy, such as using the platforms diverter
 24    system.
 25              What the Oil Spill Commission's hearings have
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  1    demonstrated is that no matter how good the regulatory
  2    oversight -- and everyone acknowledges that BOEMRE needs
  3    regulatory improvements -- there will be infrequent but
  4    highly tragic spill events.  The fact that a November of
  5    2010 state report showed 44 spills per year and nearly one
  6    spill every two months over 1,000 gallons on the North
  7    Slope from 1995 to 2009 does not give us confidence that
  8    federal and State governments have sufficient oversight
  9    over Arctic oil operations.
 10              Lois, who attended the BOEMRE hearings in Barrow
 11    and Nuiqsut, did not hear a single person at either
 12    hearing unconditionally support drilling in the Arctic
 13    Ocean.  We understand this was also the case in Kaktovik.
 14              We believe there are strong scientific and
 15    policy reasons why BOEMRE is not ready at this time to
 16    proceed with lease sales in the 2012 to 2017 time frame in
 17    the Arctic.  BOEMRE should get its existing house in order
 18    and ensure that Gulf and Pacific coast drilling is safe,
 19    spill likelihood is minimized, and cleanup mechanisms
 20    significantly improved before allowing the Arctic Ocean
 21    frontier to be open for business.
 22              Thank you very much for the opportunity to speak
 23    tonight.
 24              Also, I forgot to state my name and spell it.
 25    Nicole Whittington-Evans, spelled N-I-C-O-L-E
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  1    W-H-I-T-T-I-N-G-T-O-N-E-V-A-N-S.
  2                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Judy Miller.  Judy?
  3    Raychelle Daniel.
  4                    MS. RAYCHELLE DANIEL:  That's Raychelle,
  5    R-A-Y-C-H-E-L-L-E, and Daniel, D-A-N-I-E-L.  Thank you,
  6    Mr. Loman and Dr. Kendall, for having this hearing tonight
  7    and for allowing us to state our views.
  8              I was born and raised in Alaska in Western
  9    Alaska in a family dependent on subsistence.  And that
 10    helped me to move forward.  And I also have a background
 11    actually in Western science; for those of you who were
 12    here earlier heard Carl talk about those differences.  And
 13    I am here tonight to speak on behalf of the PEW
 14    Environment Group, who I work for.
 15              And first we like to acknowledge and thank the
 16    Secretary and the Bureau of Ocean and Energy Management
 17    for the steps taken by the department towards management
 18    reform of offshore oil and gas activities in the months
 19    following the Deep Water Horizon disaster.  And those
 20    structural changes within the department that we are
 21    referring are increased safety standards for drilling
 22    operations and the commitment for some science and
 23    decisionmaking.  And we think that these could provide a
 24    new direction and create an opportunity for cultural
 25    change within the agency.
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  1              However, there are more changes to be made,
  2    including implementing some of the national level reform
  3    at the regional level.  And continued vigilance will be
  4    required to ensure that these reforms are implemented as
  5    intended.
  6              And the 2012 to 2017 five-year leasing schedule
  7    currently under development by BOEM will set the stage for
  8    oil and gas development in the future, and it will also
  9    provide the first opportunity for the Bureau to
 10    demonstrate a new approach to offshore oil and gas leasing
 11    and management.  And if BOEM's work forward is to be
 12    meaningful, this new approach and these recent reforms
 13    should guide development for the future.  And so BOEM will
 14    need to ensure that offshore drilling is balanced with the
 15    protection of the many uses and resources of the Outer
 16    Continental Shelf.
 17              Throughout the history of offshore drilling in
 18    the U.S., the former Minerals Management Service gave too
 19    little consideration to -- in the U.S. to the negative
 20    impacts from drilling activities that they have on
 21    biological and ecological resources in marine and coastal
 22    environments or the needs and concerns from local
 23    communities in the Arctic in particular.
 24              In the 1980s, DOI shifted a practice of tracked
 25    leasing to area-wide leasing, and now up to tens of
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  1    millions of acres are offered for lease at once.  And we
  2    recommend that the department reassess this practice.
  3    BOEM should more narrowly define the lease areas for a
  4    meaningful assessment of the resources and potential
  5    impacts.
  6              While there have been small buffers in
  7    subsistence deferrals in the Beaufort and Chukchi program
  8    area, in the previous five-year plans, those deferrals are
  9    inadequate in size and scope.  There are additional areas
 10    that existing scientific information, including
 11    traditional knowledge, that suggest areas that are
 12    biologically important that should be off limits to
 13    leasing.  So in future -- in the future five-year leasing
 14    schedules, BOEM should prioritize important resources,
 15    habitats, and uses, particularly subsistence, and
 16    eliminate biologically important or subsistence areas from
 17    the program areas, entirely from the lease sale areas.
 18              So taking those sensitive areas off the table
 19    early in the planning process will ensure that the leasing
 20    is confined to areas where development can occur with
 21    minimal impact on other resources and uses.
 22              We also suggest that BOEM consider convening
 23    stakeholders to openly discuss and find answers to
 24    questions regarding if, when, and how offshore drilling
 25    will occur in particular areas.  The former MMS developed
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  1    a practice of working closely with industry, but not
  2    allowing other experts, communities, or the public at
  3    large to engage to the same extent.  Because offshore oil
  4    and gas development is an enormous industrial undertaking
  5    with significant impacts to both offshore and onshore
  6    ecosystems, local communities should be afforded a
  7    meaningful opportunity to express their concerns,
  8    opinions, and suggestions.  And this is particularly true
  9    for communities in the Arctic that depend on these
 10    resources for subsistence.
 11              So we also suggest that BOEM increase local
 12    engagement in offshore oversight through the creation of
 13    an Arctic Regional Citizen Advisory Council.  This would
 14    similar to that which was created for -- in OPA 90 to
 15    provide guidance for industry, budget its spill response
 16    capability for tankers transiting in Prince William Sound.
 17              BOEM and BSEE must have sufficient scientific
 18    information on biological and ecological resources and the
 19    physical marine and coast environment to understand
 20    potential impacts of offshore oil and gas development.
 21              In addition, scientifically credible baseline
 22    monitoring data are necessary to measure the damage to
 23    resources should a spill occur.  BOEM often lacks the
 24    scientific data and analysis to inform its decisions and,
 25    unfortunately, BOEM often fails to apply the information
00044
  1    it does have available.  This is particularly true in the
  2    Arctic.
  3              We are aware that BOEM has gathered some
  4    scientific data -- BOEM and industry, too, have gathered
  5    scientific data on OCS resources.  However, the existence
  6    of research does not necessarily mean that it's relevant
  7    or sufficient to inform the decision of whether, when,
  8    where, and how oil and gas activity should occur.
  9              Arctic research and monitoring should be
 10    conducted under a holistic integrated science plan, and
 11    this plan should be designed to fill existing information
 12    gaps and provide an understanding of the spatial
 13    variability of the ecosystem and its functioning.
 14              And furthermore to include establishment of a
 15    long-term comprehensive monitoring program with dedicated
 16    funding to track changes in the Arctic, including
 17    traditional knowledge.  The goal would not be endless
 18    studies but targeted research and analysis relevant to
 19    these decisions about offshore oil and gas development.
 20              Furthermore, BOEM should work with other
 21    agencies within DOI, NOAA and the U.S. Arctic Research
 22    Commission to develop a comprehensive integrated science
 23    plan for the U.S. Arctic to improve our understanding of
 24    Arctic marine ecosystems and to help guide its decisions
 25    regarding offshore oil and gas activity.
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  1              It's also widely acknowledged that BOEM's
  2    current practice for complying with the National
  3    Environmental Policy Act needs to be revised, and BOEM
  4    should adopt the recommendations of both CEQ and the Oil
  5    Spill Commission and implement as you work towards this
  6    new five-year plan.
  7              So the overarching theme of our suggested
  8    changes is that BOEM should develop a culture of inquiry
  9    and inclusion in managing oil and gas activity and strive
 10    to balance uses in the OCS.  And it must gather
 11    information from a variety of sources such as traditional
 12    knowledge and invite and use recommendations from experts
 13    outside of the Bureau as well as tribal and other local
 14    residents, and balance development with protection of
 15    important resources.  And doing so would provide a greater
 16    certainty for industry and the public.
 17              And so we recommend that no new leasing should
 18    take place in the Arctic until a comprehensive integrated
 19    research and monitoring program is in place and evaluated
 20    as a basis for policy decisions on whether, when, where,
 21    or if to proceed.  And ecologically important areas and
 22    subsistence use areas should be identified and deferred
 23    from leasing and oil and gas activity.
 24              And lastly BOEMRE needs approved -- industry and
 25    Coast Guard have in place the necessary infrastructure and
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  1    the world's best oil spill response and safety plans and
  2    technology, and they should also be proven to work in a
  3    U.S. Arctic environment.
  4                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Enoch Adams, Junior.
  5                    MR. ENOCH ADAMS, JR.:  I was told that
  6    this was a meeting.  I wasn't told this was a hearing.  I
  7    don't have a written statement, but I can provide one
  8    after.
  9                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  The most important
 10    thing is that you just tell us what your position is on
 11    oil and gas leasing during the proposed five-year planning
 12    years.
 13                    MR. ENOCH ADAMS, JR.:  My name is Enoch
 14    Adams, Jr., E-N-O-C-H A-D-A-M-S, and I'm from Kivalina,
 15    Alaska.  I'm a whaling captain.  I was born and raised in
 16    Kivalina.
 17              Probably the easiest way for me to begin what I
 18    would like to share with you this evening is simply to
 19    issue a warning to both Wainwright and Point Lay regarding
 20    their beluga hunting.  Those two communities can virtually
 21    say goodbye to their beluga hunting.  The reason I say
 22    this is because we at Kivalina have had an experience
 23    where we used to be able to hunt beluga every July every
 24    year.  I can remember as a child, I can remember as a
 25    young man seeing beluga in Kivalina every July.  And there
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  1    is a specific year when that stopped.  It was 1989.
  2              In 1989, the DeLong Mountain Transportation
  3    System Port was built 17 miles south of Kivalina.  And
  4    because of that, the beluga that we used to go after
  5    changed their migration forever.  Up until now from the
  6    stock that used to pass by Kivalina, it doesn't go by
  7    Kivalina anymore.  And many times we -- we used to wonder
  8    why that happened.  And of course, the DMTS port is the
  9    port that supports the Red Dog Mine, which is 45 miles
 10    from Kivalina.
 11              But while we didn't know how -- how these beluga
 12    never came by, some of our people from Kivalina worked at
 13    the port, and they would observe in July beluga that would
 14    go up to the port and immediately head straight out into
 15    the ocean and finally to toward the beach miles and miles
 16    north of Kivalina.  That's why I want to -- that's why I
 17    would like to issue that warning to those two communities.
 18              Even with the -- with the activities that are
 19    going on now for possible exploration, for possible
 20    development, the shipping -- the ships that carry the --
 21    the seismic machines and guns and the support vehicles
 22    that go along with them, their activities are -- are
 23    already affecting how some of those communities in the
 24    north, especially Wainwright -- Wainwright is already
 25    talking about having difficulty getting beluga like they
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  1    used to.  Animals that we go after, we have to be quiet.
  2    We have to be careful.  We have to sneak.  And we are not
  3    able to be successful unless we show respect to these
  4    animals as we try to get them.
  5              The level of respect that we have for these
  6    animals is not just in terms of going after them and
  7    harvesting them.  When we get an animal, as we are
  8    butchering the animals, we make sure we separate the head
  9    from the rest of the body.  And that's significant to us
 10    because in our way of life, we let them go.  And we show
 11    respect to that animal, because if we don't do that, if we
 12    don't let the animal's spirit go, it's not going to come
 13    back to us with another one.
 14              Our people are very good at adapting to the
 15    environment.  We have adapted so much to the environment
 16    that we have become a part of it.  We don't dominate it.
 17    We don't seek to dominate it.  We don't seek to waste it.
 18    We work with it.  We find ways where we won't harm the
 19    populations.  We don't try to do anything to affect their
 20    migration patterns.  And it's very easy -- it's very easy
 21    to affect any animal's migration pattern.  And one of the
 22    things that can easily affect any animal's migration, both
 23    land and sea animals, is if you go after the first ones.
 24              If you go after -- if you go after the first
 25    ones that come by, you will change their migration
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  1    patterns.  So in light of that, we -- we allow these
  2    animals to pass by, the first ones, because the ones that
  3    do follow, they won't change the pattern.  The leaders
  4    will always continue going the routes that they have
  5    chosen.  And because we allow them to pass by and we
  6    harvest the ones that follow, we don't change them.
  7              There is a lot of things that I see that are
  8    harmful in how you are planning to do this exploration.
  9    The potential for harming our way of life is great.  If
 10    you don't pay attention very closely to how these animals
 11    act, to what they eat, when do they come, if they migrate,
 12    what migration routes do they follow -- if you don't
 13    respect those things, you are going to deny us in being
 14    able to continue our way of life.  And this is not a
 15    lifestyle that I'm talking about.  You can change a
 16    lifestyle anywhere you go.  But for us it's a way of life.
 17              We have learned over thousands of years of
 18    practice how to access these resources without doing any
 19    harm at all.  And if you pay attention to how the Native
 20    peoples access and maintain the resources, they will be
 21    able to show you how you can do your development without
 22    doing any harm.  And if there is any activity that could
 23    possibly do harm, they will tell you.  We are able to tell
 24    you.  We have got thousands of years of knowledge to back
 25    up what we know.
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  1              And so with that, I'm sorry.  I'd like to give a
  2    written statement after this.
  3                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you very much.
  4    Colleen Swan.
  5                    MS. COLLEEN SWAN:  I'm Colleen Swan,
  6    C-O-L-L-E-E-N S-W-A-N.  I'm from Kivalina, also.  There
  7    has been a lot of mention about traditional knowledge, and
  8    I have been -- I have been pushing for the use of
  9    traditional knowledge for a long time.  I worked for the
 10    tribe for 18 years, and I've dealt with a lot of federal
 11    agencies.  And thank you.  Thank you for giving me this
 12    opportunity.
 13              But, you know, as I -- as I watch these
 14    processes, these -- these government processes and the
 15    studies that are being done, I started to realize that my
 16    understanding and my -- my definition of traditional
 17    knowledge differed totally from the government's
 18    definition.  And including with the use of word -- I never
 19    did like using the word subsistence because that's not
 20    really what it is.  It's not just a way of life, but it's
 21    how we make our living.
 22              I come from Kivalina, and our economic base is
 23    the tribal resources.  We don't have a cash economy.  And
 24    I don't have a problem with that.  I used to think that
 25    our people are poor.  Look at all of their resources.  Our
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  1    land is rich.  There is a lot of oil and a lot of
  2    minerals, but we are poor.  And just recently I realized
  3    that I saw -- I saw us -- in fact, our people still think
  4    they are poor, but because I push so much for traditional
  5    knowledge, I realize that our people see themselves as
  6    poor because they are looking at themselves and looking at
  7    each other through nonNative eyes, through civilized eyes,
  8    I guess.
  9              So -- so once I took those lens off, I was able
 10    to see that our ways are still very much alive, very much
 11    alive, but I was looking at it from a different
 12    perspective; from not my own perspective, but from someone
 13    else's.  People see us as poor.  I saw my parents as poor.
 14    And then I realized when I took the lens off, they are not
 15    poor.  They are very rich.  They thrive.  It doesn't
 16    bother them not to have cash because they are doing what
 17    they do for a living.  It's a way of life.
 18              And so going back to the definition of
 19    traditional knowledge, yesterday and the other day, for
 20    the last two days I have been attending the -- I have been
 21    attending the Arctic Waters Meeting.  And just looking at
 22    all of the technical reports that the oil companies were
 23    doing, one of them was how they were doing their seismic
 24    studies, and they were doing their studies on -- on beluga
 25    and, you know, the sea mammals, and they were working from
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  1    ships.
  2              And as I was listening to their reports, I
  3    started wondering, okay, where is that ship situated as
  4    they are doing these sound studies?  They are basically
  5    saying that they are not going to have too much of an
  6    impact.  In fact, you know, it's no worry to them.
  7              And then, you know, drawing on traditional
  8    knowledge, I started, you know, wishing I knew what their
  9    secret was because if they can have their ship out there
 10    without scaring off the belugas and the walrus and all the
 11    sea mammals, wow, I want to know their secret because our
 12    hunters have to be very quiet, very quiet to be
 13    successful.
 14              So you know, we are getting these rosy reports
 15    from the scientists, and I'm getting jealous because they
 16    seem to have a secret that we don't because, you know,
 17    even when you are out in a whaling camp, you have to be --
 18    no radio.  I mean, no iPods, nothing because not only do
 19    you need to be quiet, but you have to be able to hear.
 20              So I was just so amazed, you know.  These oil
 21    companies, they really know how to go out there with their
 22    really loud ships and not scare anything away as they do
 23    their studies.  But --
 24              And the other thing, I heard another
 25    presentation by researchers who were working way out, way
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  1    above the North Slope, and they talked about -- they
  2    talked about how, you know, as they were moving their
  3    ship, they would be crossing the migration route of the
  4    bowhead twice, but that it would be at a time when the
  5    bowhead, you know, would -- bowhead migration is not in
  6    full force.  And out of a room of over 100 people, nobody
  7    caught it.  Nobody caught it.  And so that's why it's so
  8    important to have the Native people involved in these
  9    processes.
 10              You heard what Enoch said.  When you are out --
 11    this is what our Elders tell us and the young hunters.
 12    When you are hunting migrating sea mammal or any land
 13    animal, in fact, that you are to leave the leaders alone,
 14    and they will continue.  And I explained that, but nobody
 15    caught what these researchers were doing.  They were
 16    interfering unintentionally with the migration.  They
 17    weren't planning to do that.  Unintentionally.
 18              You know, we have all of these good intentions,
 19    but because -- because they don't know -- I mean, these
 20    are new people who come to the Arctic.  We live there.  We
 21    survive there.  And I've heard so many different views
 22    here tonight.  And all of them are legitimate.  They are
 23    all legitimate.  We all have legitimate concerns, no
 24    matter who we represent.  But --
 25              And I think the federal government has this huge
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  1    responsibility to bring everyone together.  You can't just
  2    take one and ignore another.  There has to be a balance or
  3    else we are going to be fighting.
  4              So after -- after watching all those
  5    presentations the last couple of days, you know, I'm
  6    realizing that maybe -- maybe the government needs to take
  7    this plan back and look at it again and look at the
  8    studies that have already been done before because if
  9    these plans are being done without participation from the
 10    Native people who live there, then we have a problem.  It
 11    was very evident in the last two days.
 12              So I drew -- I was able to -- even though I
 13    don't go out there hunting -- I used to go whaling when it
 14    was safe to go whaling, but in the last ten years or so
 15    it's become so dangerous for whaling to go on because the
 16    ice is so thin.  It's not forming the way it used to.  We
 17    used to camp out there on the ice for weeks at a time.
 18    I'm not able to do that because my dad says -- my dad
 19    doesn't want to bring women and children out there
 20    anymore; it's simply too dangerous.
 21              And for a long time, for years we were noticing
 22    these things about the ice, and you know, where because
 23    of -- because of our -- our spirituality, our form of
 24    spirituality, people were blaming each other in our
 25    village.  You know, you were a bad person.  That's why we
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  1    are having bad luck.  You know, that's how it works.  And
  2    that went on for years.  You know, there was so much
  3    finger pointing in the village.  And then -- and then I'm
  4    wondering, okay, why -- what's going on?  What's going on
  5    here?
  6              And I'm asking the federal agencies.  Our ice is
  7    not forming.  What's going on?  Where is all the
  8    scientists who is going to tell us what's going on?  Why
  9    isn't our ice forming the way it used to?  Why is it
 10    freezing later?  Why is our land failing because we are --
 11    our village eroding.  It's falling out from under our
 12    feet.  And no one in the government was able to answer any
 13    of those questions because no one had that responsibility.
 14              And then one day, having lunch -- I like to have
 15    lunch at my parents' house because my dad -- he's in his
 16    mid 70s and he tells a lot of stories.  And sometimes he
 17    will have -- say something really profound, you know, real
 18    simple, real simple things.  He will just make an
 19    observation.  And one day he said, you know, because I'm
 20    still wondering what the heck is going on out there, you
 21    know.  It's just --
 22              I want to go out whaling again.  I want to know
 23    why I can't anymore.  And then one day he says the ice is
 24    not forming, it's not thickening because it's melting from
 25    the bottom.  A long time ago, you know, before this
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  1    problem started, he said it was melting from the top in
  2    the springtime because the sun was out longer.  It was hot
  3    and, you know, that's how the ice melted in the springtime
  4    from the sun, from the heat.  But we were still able to go
  5    out whaling because it was still thick under water.  And
  6    he said not anymore because it's melting from the bottom.
  7              And that tells you something about the -- about
  8    not just the knowledge that we have in our villages, but
  9    it tells you something about the temperature of the ocean.
 10              And then, you know, we have so many problems out
 11    there in the village in the Arctic that I'm beginning to
 12    think that maybe -- maybe I should oppose -- maybe I
 13    should oppose oil and gas development in the Outer
 14    Continental Shelf.  Normally, you know, I'm not against
 15    development as long as it's done responsibly, but all the
 16    disasters that go on with the oil companies and just --
 17    just listening to the last two days of their presentation,
 18    knowing that their research is not what it should be,
 19    then, you know, I'm starting to lean towards opposing
 20    development until the oil companies and the government can
 21    get their act together.
 22              So I would think -- I think -- I think that
 23    BOEMRE needs to go back to the drawing board and come back
 24    another time when, you know, when -- when the oil
 25    companies are able to operate without disasters.  It's
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  1    unreasonable for anyone to think that development can
  2    happen without incident.  They will always happen.
  3              But because of -- because the tribes are not
  4    invited into the process, we have no idea what we will do
  5    because we have no plans.  I mean, the oil companies, they
  6    have their plans.  The government has -- you know, they
  7    are convinced that things can move forward by these oil
  8    companies.
  9              And so, you know, for the things that could
 10    potentially happen they have their response plans, their
 11    spill response plans, their emergency response plans.
 12    They have all kind of plans.  But the Native people, we
 13    don't have a plan.  What if there is an oil spill?  What
 14    are we going to do?  I know we are not going to be
 15    hunting.  What are we going to do?  But we can't develop
 16    our plans unless we know what the other guys are doing,
 17    you know.
 18              I'm worried about what technology they will use
 19    to drill.  How are they going to extract the oil?  You
 20    know, I subscribe to Stock Market News, and I read one
 21    years ago that said that a stockbroker was trying to sell
 22    stock for a company whose technology was to use -- was to
 23    inject carbon dioxide into the ground to force the oil
 24    out, and he said that they were proposing to use this
 25    technology on the North Slope.  And then recently there
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  1    was news that said that that technology is falling apart
  2    in one of the Lower 48 states.  It's leaking.  It's
  3    killing animals, you know.
  4              So there are too many questions.  They are just
  5    simply too many questions and it's too risky.  So that's
  6    my spiel.  Thank you.
  7                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you very much.
  8    Andrew Hartsig.
  9                    MR. ANDREW HARTSIG:  So my name is Andrew
 10    Hartsig.  It's A-N-D-R-E-W H-A-R-T-S-I-G.  And thank you
 11    so much for the opportunity to comment, and thanks to
 12    everyone who has spoken so far for all your thoughtful
 13    testimony.
 14              I support the initial decision to not schedule
 15    any new lease sales in Bristol Bay.  We know how valuable
 16    that area is as a fishery, and we know that oil and gas
 17    activity is inappropriate there.
 18              And I urge the Administration not to schedule
 19    any new lease sales in the Beaufort or Chukchi Seas in
 20    this pending five-year plan.  We need to better understand
 21    the Arctic environment so that we can make more informed
 22    decisions about whether, when, where, and how to drill.
 23    Current research efforts are a good start, but they are
 24    not sufficient.  Before any new leasing takes place, there
 25    needs to be a comprehensive integrated research and
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  1    monitoring plan in place.  And we need to collect,
  2    synthesize and evaluate data so that we can make informed
  3    policy decisions.
  4              And in addition, before deciding whether to
  5    conduct additional lease sales in the Arctic, BOEM should
  6    work with other federal agencies, local communities and
  7    tribes and other stakeholders to identify and protect
  8    important ecological areas.  We need to place a priority
  9    on preserving the resilience of Arctic ecosystems.
 10              As noted by the National Commission on the BP
 11    oil spill, Arctic waters pose severe challenges to oil and
 12    gas operations, and there are serious questions about
 13    spill response and containment.  Industry and the Coast
 14    Guard must put in place infrastructure that's necessary to
 15    support large scale spill response operations in the
 16    Arctic, and industry has to demonstrate the effectiveness
 17    of spill response plans and technologies in Arctic waters.
 18    As the Commission, noted spill response methods can't
 19    simply be imported to the Arctic from other areas.
 20                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you very much.
 21    I see ten to 9:00.  We are going to take a ten-minute
 22    break.  I think we have comment sheets for written
 23    comments if people would like to provide written comments
 24    in the back of the room.  So we are going to break now and
 25    come back and start again at 9:00 sharp.
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  1               (A break was taken.)
  2                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Okay.  We are going to
  3    get started again.  Katrina Timm.  Katrina Timm.  Dana
  4    Durham.  Drue Pearce.  Robert Flynn.  Kelly Ann.  Mike
  5    Boozenny, Boozenny [pronunciation].  Mike Boozenny.
  6    Nicole Van Hoey.  Rebecca Harris.  And first initial V,
  7    last name Norrell.  Art Lake.  Arthur Lake.
  8                    MR. ARTHUR LAKE:  Quyana.  (Speaking in
  9    Yup'ik.)
 10              Any one of you in the government or anyone else
 11    understand a word I said?  It is the same for our people,
 12    don't understand what you say.  We have a lot of
 13    differences that we need to look at and to try to
 14    understand before we try to make decisions that affect
 15    those people that are living along the coast and in the
 16    rivers that are being affected by development for
 17    everything that is within our environment.  My father --
 18    my brother is here, too.
 19              Our father said no matter how much you try, no
 20    matter how well you speak their language, no matter how
 21    much you give up your food to have theirs, to dress like
 22    them, to think like them, to look like them, you will
 23    never become one of them.  And reversely so, I cannot
 24    become a white person no matter how much I try.
 25              We must understand those cultural differences.
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  1    We are not a minority.  We are not special interest
  2    groups.  We are government that exist out there that the
  3    federal government recognizes and acknowledges, except for
  4    the State of Alaska.
  5              Government-to-government is a federal policy
  6    that requires the government to consult with us on issues
  7    that affect us.  And this certainly, no matter if it's
  8    1,000 miles away, affects me and my people and my children
  9    and their children.  It is important that we look and sit
 10    at the same table and try to comprehend how we can work
 11    together.
 12              You go to the grocery store.  You buy your beef,
 13    your chicken, your pork, but it's all processed.  There is
 14    no blood.  There is no butchering.  There is no gore.
 15    There is no entrails.  But it's the same thing.  You do it
 16    in a more civilized way.
 17              Our creator put us in a specific place on this
 18    earth with specific resources to carry us through.  And
 19    yet out of our area comes these people that come in and
 20    extract all these resources and, in doing so, endanger the
 21    lives of the people that live there.
 22              Our governments need to sit down and discuss and
 23    be open about these things.  And I don't believe that
 24    changing the name of a federal agency is going to change
 25    the way they operate unless they fully change the way they
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  1    think, change their policies, the public -- this is not a
  2    public process.  I come from Kwigillingok, and I'm just
  3    one of the 229 tribal governments that exist in the state
  4    of Alaska.  And we are not being provided an opportunity
  5    to participate.  And you call this public process.  No, it
  6    is not.
  7              There is an old Indian saying.  I believe it was
  8    the Cree that says unless -- until the last fish is
  9    swimming, until the last tree is cut down, until the last
 10    river is gone, only then will you -- would you know that
 11    you cannot eat money.
 12              This, to me, is all about money.  Those pro
 13    development comments that I heard -- and I really don't
 14    mean any disrespect.  It's all about money.  It is not
 15    about the people that live and exist out there and require
 16    these resources in order to survive.  It isn't.
 17    Government-to-government should be in the forefront of the
 18    discussions.  And yet they are not even mentioned.  They
 19    are called stakeholders.  We are not stakeholders.  We are
 20    governments.  And the government departments and divisions
 21    must understand that they must deal with us in that
 22    respect.  And until then, like some of the comments
 23    earlier, they should put these aside and deal with those
 24    issues before you come and say that.
 25              It's the same thing with the State of Alaska and
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  1    others that come to our communities.  This is where your
  2    airport is going to be.  This is what your airport is
  3    going to look like.  This is going to -- how much it's
  4    going to cost.  And they call it a public process.  It is
  5    not.
  6              I don't mean any disrespect in the comments that
  7    I am making, but Western science has a long way to go
  8    before it can stand out there and say that we have taken
  9    on the best of everything that exists in order to make an
 10    decision or determination because they don't listen to us
 11    because we are not Western educated.  But yet those people
 12    that have no education can best your best scientists.  And
 13    that's been proven over and over again.  I can give you
 14    three instances in my community, in my tribe, that --
 15              Development came, airport construction.  Elders
 16    went there to see what was going on, told them that it's
 17    not going to work.  And they said, yes, it will.  It's
 18    been engineered.  It's been computer modeled, and it is
 19    going to work.  The Elders said, no, you are not.  It's
 20    not going to work.  That fall they came back, tore up the
 21    runway and did it the way the Elders said, and they
 22    left -- they left without a word.  I think they were
 23    embarrassed.
 24              They wanted us to build holes in the ground, put
 25    hypaliner in, put monitoring wells around them.  You can't
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  1    do that in our country.  They put water reservoirs, and
  2    they wonder where all the water has gone.  Elders told
  3    them, if you build it that way, you are not going to get
  4    any water.  And besides, if you do that, your water is
  5    going to be salty.
  6              I live right along the coast, the eastern shore
  7    of the Kuskokwim Bay.  People do not come out there and
  8    talk to us about the conditions and the way that things
  9    should be.  Unless they do that, we are going to continue
 10    to butt heads, if you will, over resource issues and other
 11    issues important to all of us.  And I really hope that
 12    this agency, the former Minerals Management Service, sets
 13    aside these decisions for -- until some of these issues
 14    are resolved or being dealt with openly with the tribes
 15    and the people.
 16              It's the same way with the North Pacific
 17    Fisheries Management Council, NOAA; they have no clue
 18    about the conditions and the issues surrounding the Bering
 19    Sea; and they are managers, managers of the resources out
 20    there, and yet they don't know what the conditions are,
 21    and they don't know what exists out there.  I tried to
 22    tell them at one time, you know, that we can tell you
 23    about the conditions in the bottom of the Bering Sea.
 24    They wouldn't believe me because we didn't have any
 25    submarines or things like that to go down and see the
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  1    conditions of the bottom of the Bering Sea.  The animals
  2    and the environment tell us a story about what's going on.
  3    The contents of the seals and the walruses, of their
  4    stomachs, tell us about the conditions of those kinds of
  5    resources that they gather to survive, and that tells us
  6    the condition of the bottom of the Bering Sea.  There is
  7    no way to best Mother Nature.  It's proven time and time
  8    again.
  9              So we need to sit down and really reconsider
 10    some of the issues that are being involved before we do
 11    this.  Thank you very much.
 12                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Mark Fullmer.  Leslie
 13    Simmons.  Shannon.  Gary Wells.  Emily.  Eric Myers, who I
 14    believe you are going to speak for Mr. Grafe, is that
 15    right?
 16                    MR. ERIC MYERS:  Sort of.
 17                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Earth Justice, right?
 18                    MR. ERIC MYERS:  Well, actually, Audubon,
 19    but --
 20                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Okay.
 21                    MR. ERIC MYERS:  For the record, my name
 22    is Eric Myers.  I am the policy director for Audubon
 23    Alaska.  Audubon Alaska is the state office of the
 24    National Audubon Society.
 25              Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the
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  1    programmatic environmental impact statement for the new
  2    five-year OCS oil and gas leasing program for 2012, 2017.
  3              The essential question is whether to include
  4    additional lease sales in the new schedule.  For the
  5    reasons provided below, I urge that the Department of the
  6    Interior defer any additional lease sales in the Arctic
  7    Ocean for two basic reasons:  One, the lack of an adequate
  8    scientific understanding of the Arctic Ocean ecosystem
  9    and, two, the inability to effectively respond to an oil
 10    spill.
 11              As BOEM has itself acknowledged there are major
 12    gaps in the scientific understanding of the Arctic Ocean
 13    ecosystem, the original lease sale 193 final environmental
 14    impact statement included approximately 250 specific
 15    statements in which are BOEM explicitly identified a lack
 16    of knowledge regarding resources that could be impacted as
 17    a result of the lease sale and the reasonably foreseeable
 18    oil and gas development that could follow.  In many cases,
 19    these statements recognize a fundamental lack of
 20    understanding regarding important biological resources,
 21    including many that are vital to continued subsistence
 22    harvest by communities in the northwest and northern coast
 23    of Alaska.
 24              Just a few of the statements include the
 25    following:  And I quote.  "There is uncertainty about the
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  1    effects on cetaceans in the event of a large spill."
  2    "Given a lack of contemporary abundance and distribution
  3    information, large spill effects on rare or unique
  4    species, including potential extirpation, could occur, but
  5    would likely go unnoticed undetected."  "For many species
  6    of coastal marine birds, the most recent data is between
  7    15 and 30 years old, making accurate analysis difficult.
  8    The risk that several regional bird populations could
  9    experience significant adverse impacts is high."  "Because
 10    of the lack of data on marine mammal distributions and
 11    habitat use in offshore areas of the Chukchi Sea, it is
 12    uncertain what the level of effects would be in offshore
 13    areas."
 14              The USGS, the U.S. Geological Survey, is
 15    currently in the process of trying to define the extent of
 16    scientific gaps in the Arctic, and this process should be
 17    used to inform the establishment of a long-term research
 18    and monitoring program.  This approach was reinforced when
 19    the National Oil Spill Commission recently recommended "an
 20    immediate comprehensive federal research effort to provide
 21    a foundation of scientific information on the Arctic."
 22              When Secretary Salazar first took office, I was
 23    heartened to hear him acknowledge that the -- that the
 24    prior Administration's OCS policy was -- and I believe
 25    I've got this right as a quote -- "a headlong rush of the
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  1    worst kind."  I was also heartened to hear the Obama
  2    Administration state on a number of occasions that they --
  3    that the Administration would restore the appropriate role
  4    of science in policy making.
  5              It's not just government agencies that recognize
  6    the lack of scientific information, but also some other
  7    well-known public figures.  And Governor Sean Parnell is
  8    quoted as saying, "The Arctic literally needs to be put on
  9    the map.  Scientific research and economic exploration are
 10    set back by low quality, decades old mapping data.  There
 11    is no accurate baseline to measure change, to identify
 12    trends and patterns or predict potential outcomes."
 13              Senator Lisa Murkowski stated not long ago, "We
 14    can be smart and we can be proactive, but it's getting the
 15    information we so desperately need and making sure we have
 16    the research there, making sure that we're following the
 17    science and really working to prepare.  Our challenge will
 18    be to make sure that we have actually put things in place
 19    before we see the level of activity increase."
 20              On the question of oil spill response
 21    preparedness, as observed by the National Oceanic and
 22    Atmospheric Administration, "Oil spills under ice or in
 23    ice-covered waters are the most challenging to deal with
 24    simply because they cannot be contained or recovered
 25    effectively with current technology."
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  1              Currently there is simply no credible capacity
  2    to clean up a large oil spill in the severe weather and
  3    broken ice conditions common in the Arctic Ocean where it
  4    is dark half the year.  There is no realistic way to stage
  5    a large scale oil spill response effort on the North Slope
  6    which lacks basic infrastructure, such as roads, hotels,
  7    and port facilities.  There is no fishing fleet, and the
  8    nearest Coast Guard base is about one thousand miles away
  9    in Kodiak.
 10              I noted at a hearing not terribly long ago that
 11    when a representative from the oil industry was asked
 12    about how they would mount an oil spill response on the
 13    North Slope, they noted that their command center would be
 14    in Anchorage, which is, of itself, instructive.
 15              The Oil Spill Commission's report documents a
 16    serious response gap in the Arctic.  There is currently no
 17    credible plan for the Arctic to handle a loss of well
 18    control event, a blowout, late in the drilling season
 19    during freeze-up.  Moreover, the impact of large spill
 20    dispersant use in the Arctic Ocean has never been
 21    evaluated.
 22              Again, some quotes from unlikely sources can
 23    help make this point.  Citing the experience in Norway,
 24    Shell has stated, "Industry has studied and perfected
 25    techniques for recovering oil in Arctic conditions."  That
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  1    one is worth reading again.  "The industry has studied and
  2    perfected techniques for recovering oil in Arctic
  3    conditions," relying upon -- or citing the experience in
  4    Norway.  By contrast, the Norwegian Coast Guard recently
  5    stated in regard to the ongoing oil spill event, "There is
  6    relatively little experience in oil spill response
  7    operations in ice in Norwegian waters."
  8              I would just simply like to conclude by
  9    recommending that for all of the reasons noted, that there
 10    is -- it is impossible to justify additional leasing in
 11    the Arctic Ocean during the next 2012-2017 five-year
 12    leasing plan.  We recommend further that oil and gas
 13    exploratory activity on existing leases be deferred until
 14    there is a comprehensive integrated research and
 15    monitoring program in place and that is providing the
 16    needed information to inform and evaluate the basis for
 17    policy decisions on -- further on whether, when, and where
 18    and how to proceed; that ecologically important areas,
 19    including areas for subsistence, are identified and
 20    deferred from leasing in oil and gas activity; and
 21    finally, that BOEM has approved and the industry and the
 22    Coast Guard have the necessary resources in place and the
 23    safety plans and technology which have been demonstrated
 24    to be effective and proven to work in Arctic Alaska.
 25              In the face of the overwhelming lack of
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  1    scientific understanding of the Arctic Ocean and the
  2    inability to clean up an oil spill in Arctic waters, the
  3    federal government cannot make an informed decision about
  4    whether to lease Arctic waters, and no additional lease
  5    sales should be scheduled in the Chukchi and Beaufort
  6    Seas.
  7              Thank you very much for this opportunity to
  8    comment.
  9                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Alicia Egan.
 10                    MS. ALICIA EGAN:  Thank you.  Well, it's
 11    an unusual opportunity that I have been afforded this
 12    evening, as I recall a time where Ted Danson was present
 13    to testify and many following him were not provided the
 14    opportunity, so I appreciate this time this evening.
 15              My name is Alicia Egan.  That's A-L-I-C-I-A.
 16    Egan is E-G-A-N.  I was not able to provide testimony a
 17    week and a half ago because of the flag football games of
 18    two of my sons.  So thank you for this opportunity this
 19    evening.
 20              I appreciate that I'm amongst Elders who have
 21    preceded my family's arrival here in this great state.  My
 22    mother's family is Choctaw and Cherokee Indian.  They
 23    eventually migrated to Alaska in the early 50s.  My father
 24    was drafted into Vietnam and met my mother upon his
 25    assignment to Fort Richardson in the early '60s.
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  1              My husband and I were both born and raised here,
  2    and we have chosen to remain here to raise all three of
  3    our children, who are now 11, seven and four.  I am one of
  4    five, and my husband is one of six children.  Between our
  5    two families, we have 23 nieces and nephews and two great
  6    nieces and nephews that call this great state home.
  7              All of our livelihoods are derived and directly
  8    supported by the oil and gas activities in this state.
  9              However, this evening I represent the interests
 10    of Prosperity Alaska, a nonprofit of which I am the newly
 11    hired Executive Director.  So on behalf of Prosperity
 12    Alaska, representing nearly 30 Alaskan businesses and
 13    industry associations and thousands of Alaskan workers, I
 14    submit the following comments to encourage a robust oil
 15    and gas leasing program for the years of 2012 to 2017.
 16              Estimates suggest that U.S. oil production will
 17    decline 13 percent this year and energy prices have
 18    spiked.  Yet Alaskans continually witness attempts to lock
 19    up our resources, from tactics such as the faux moratorium
 20    to regulatory and permitting delays that discourage
 21    leaseholders development.  As this country begins to move
 22    toward economic recovery, we must act now to produce our
 23    domestic supply of oil and end this regulatory game
 24    playing.
 25              Responsible development of the OCS would mean
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  1    the increase of hundreds of billions of dollars invested
  2    here in this country, tens of thousands of new jobs and a
  3    significant reduction in our reliance on foreign sources
  4    of energy.
  5              The Alaska OCS alone represents the opportunity
  6    of boosting U.S. oil production anywhere from 20 to 40
  7    percent, with the potential of one to two million barrels
  8    per day.  The projected multibillion dollar revenue stream
  9    into this state will extend the life of the Trans-Alaska
 10    oil pipeline, improve the economic viability of the
 11    proposed natural gas pipeline from the North Slope to the
 12    Lower 48, and anchor Alaska's long-term economic
 13    stability.
 14              Alaskans depend on 87 percent of our state's
 15    operating budget on oil.  Let me say that again.  Alaskans
 16    depend on oil for 87 percent of our state's operating
 17    budget.  Our families, neighborhoods, communities and
 18    children's futures depend on the stability of our economy.
 19    The roadmap to prosperity for Alaskans includes the
 20    availability of local well-paying jobs that are a direct
 21    result of availability of investment opportunities.  The
 22    OCS is one.
 23              To encourage investment, a robust five-year
 24    leasing strategy should efficiently progress through the
 25    EIS, should not further exclude areas from development,
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  1    and not hinder progress once leases are awarded, but
  2    encourage swift production.
  3              I urge you to develop a strong, straightforward
  4    and robust leasing program for Alaska's OCS.  Thank you.
  5                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you very much.
  6    And for the record, all individuals who attended our
  7    previous scoping meeting here in Anchorage who signed in
  8    and indicated that they wished to comment who presented
  9    themselves here tonight have spoken, which was the primary
 10    goal.  So we got that done.
 11              I'd like to just take this time to introduce our
 12    team here that's worked on this project.  Dr. Kendall.
 13    Jim is here as our Acting Regional Director.  In the back
 14    of the room, John Callahan is our public affairs person.
 15    Mary Cody is a very important person on our staff who is
 16    heavily involved in environmental analysis work.  Just
 17    wave.  Charlie Broadwater from our headquarters group, and
 18    Gene Augustine.  Gene.  Gene is a coordinator in our
 19    environmental group.
 20              Mary Vavrik, who is producing a verbatim
 21    transcript.  Mike Haller, our new -- not so new anymore,
 22    but newest community liaison.  Michael has had a big part
 23    in organizing this round of public scoping meetings that
 24    started about, it seems like, almost a month ago --
 25                    MR. MICHAEL HALLER:  February 14th.
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  1                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  -- when we went wheels
  2    up for Kotzebue.  Any questions about this project and
  3    this initiative and what happens next?
  4                    MR. ARTHUR LAKE:  I'm wondering about
  5    where else you are going besides the urban centers of the
  6    state of Alaska.  Are you going out to the communities
  7    along the Bering Sea?  And I know that you have already,
  8    and in some instances missed some communities because of
  9    weather.  I'm wondering if you will be going back to those
 10    communities that you were supposed to have visited before.
 11                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Rather than supposed
 12    to have visited, here is the way I'd like to look at it:
 13    Made a good faith effort to try to get in and -- I know
 14    I'm not telling you anything you don't know.  Just you get
 15    above 40 knots and you get below a quarter of a mile
 16    visibility, and you don't get in.  Or sometimes you get
 17    in, as was described earlier, you don't get out.  And as
 18    much as we would like to change it, we have a time
 19    schedule, and so we tried to get in and we didn't.
 20              And we went to Kotzebue and we had
 21    government-to-government consultation meetings with the
 22    Kotzebue IRA.  We had a meeting with Mayor Whiting, the
 23    mayor of the Northwest Arctic Borough, and we had a public
 24    scoping meeting with community members in Kotzebue, got
 25    weathered out of Point Hope, weathered out of Point Lay.
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  1    Actually, a dual problem in Point Lay.  The weather was
  2    bad.  It was blizzard conditions.  And the equipment to
  3    provide data on the runway condition was out.
  4              Went -- split the team in two and went into
  5    Wainwright and over to Barrow.  We held a special scoping
  6    meeting for whaling captains who were in Barrow for the
  7    AEWC mini convention in Barrow because we wanted to get
  8    their input and wouldn't have been able to do it had we
  9    have been in Point Hope and Point Lay with them over in
 10    Barrow.  So we did get that meeting done, and we did talk
 11    to any and all whaling captains and others from Point Lay
 12    and Point Hope who happened to be in Barrow at that time,
 13    while the other part of our team held a
 14    government-to-government consultation meeting with the
 15    Native Village of Wainwright and a public scoping meeting
 16    with the community in Wainwright.
 17              Then we had a government-to-government
 18    consultation meeting with the Native Village of Barrow.
 19    We had a government-to-government consultation meeting
 20    with the Inupiat Community of the Arctic Slope.  They were
 21    unable to get together a quorum while we were in Barrow,
 22    but we held a public scoping meeting in Barrow.  And later
 23    on we held a government-to-government consultation meeting
 24    via teleconference with the Inupiat Community of the
 25    Arctic Slope.
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  1              We held a government-to-government consultation
  2    meeting and public scoping meeting in Nuiqsut and a
  3    government-to-government consultation meeting and a public
  4    meeting in Kaktovik.
  5              Then we got here to Anchorage, and we held a
  6    public scoping meeting here in Anchorage and got a record
  7    number of people to attend with absolutely no movie stars
  8    present.  We had one meeting prior to that where Ted
  9    Danson came.  And I think some people came just to see Ted
 10    Danson.  But -- and we are going to, in the future, given
 11    the increased interest here in Anchorage, go to a larger
 12    venue, probably the Loussac Library the next time around.
 13              So that's what we have done in the time frame
 14    that our headquarters folks, our leadership, has given us
 15    to conduct scoping pursuant to the provisions of NEPA,
 16    conduct government-to-government consultation meetings
 17    pursuant to Executive Order 13175.  And it's my position
 18    that we have exceeded the requirements of NEPA.  We would
 19    like to do more.
 20              And with respect to government-to-government
 21    consultation, we are working with the Fish & Wildlife
 22    Service and some other colleagues or other federal
 23    agencies because there is really a situation in place
 24    where sometimes -- and it was mentioned, I think, six
 25    times the number of federally recognized tribes that are
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  1    here in Alaska; 229.  There are also 150 corporations.  So
  2    if I do the math right, that's 379.  If an agency has an
  3    action that has an implication that requires
  4    government-to-government consultation and was required to
  5    because the tribal governments wanted them to hold
  6    face-to-face meetings, it would take an awfully lot of
  7    people and a tremendously long amount of time.
  8              So what we are trying to do is use information
  9    technology tools to share information and get
 10    communication going via the Internet.  I know many people
 11    now, even in Arctic communities and other rural and remote
 12    communities in Alaska, have Internet access and are
 13    communicating substantial and meaningful information to
 14    other governments and to each other via the Internet.  So
 15    it's a tool, and we would like to use it.
 16              Doesn't mean that that means you ignore the
 17    consultation policy of the individual tribes because each
 18    individual tribe certainly has an opportunity and a right
 19    to conduct consultation in accordance with their wishes
 20    and ways that work best for them.  Well --
 21                    MS. FAYE EWAN:  I traveled 200 miles to
 22    come down here to speak at this hearing here.
 23                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  And now you are
 24    speaking.
 25                    MS. FAYE EWAN:  And I feel like the voices
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  1    of the tribal government --
  2                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Could you state your
  3    name?
  4                    MS. FAYE EWAN:  -- your fiduciary trust
  5    responsibility the United States government has -- my name
  6    is Faye Ewan.  I'm from Native Village of Kluti Kaah.  I'm
  7    from Cooper River.  I have children from North Slope.
  8    They have families up there.  And I feel myself, my
  9    opinion on this meeting here is not about civil war.  It's
 10    not about integrity.  It's about us trying to speak up to
 11    protect our land, our people.  How much more segregation
 12    do our people have to go through to get our voice heard.
 13              The federal fiduciary trust responsibility to
 14    our people is what the federal law has to uphold.  It
 15    doesn't matter how many people you talk to as long as you
 16    gets your due process done.  And I feel that these oil
 17    companies here, they paid these guys off well to sit here
 18    and take away what we have.
 19              We have not destroyed our land.  We have not
 20    developed it because we are not starving.  The land takes
 21    care of us.  The people knows that.  We are natural
 22    biologists.  We were born and raised here.  We didn't just
 23    show up here.  We did not just come here to tell you how
 24    we feel, that we showed this prejudice and unwanted blood
 25    here.  We have half-breeds in our family.  We have blood
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  1    of our people that are your people from England.
  2              I'm sorry, but I just can't keep quiet because
  3    my people come from Cook Inlet.  My family is from Arctic
  4    Slope.  These guys from the coast are all my relatives.
  5    Even though I'm Athabaskan, I'm a Dene.
  6              I'm sorry I had to interrupt this meeting, but I
  7    think that we should all be treated equally.  I don't put
  8    you down.  I don't go to Walmart and tell you guys not to
  9    go there.  I don't take your food from you guys.  I sit
 10    here in this village here and I live off the land.  And I
 11    tell you what:  The cost of gas is five bucks a gallon.
 12    The cost of milk is $10.  Everything you buy in the
 13    village is so high priced.  Do you think Shell Company
 14    care about what goes on in our backyard?  No.
 15              This is one thing I wanted to say at this
 16    meeting here.  If we are going to work together in
 17    developing, let's do it the right way where we're all
 18    safe, where we can still live peacefully.  How can you
 19    guys live without cars and Walmart, Costcos and Sam's Club
 20    around here?  We don't do that to you.
 21              We are spiritual people.  We're the people from
 22    this land, and we will continue to live here.  I'm a
 23    great-grandmother.  My great-grandchildren are going to
 24    have grandkids.  This is why we are here to speak up to
 25    hear about this -- hear about this oil company.
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  1              You can have fiduciary trust responsibility
  2    meetings and consultation with all the tribes, which is
  3    the government's responsibility.  That is your job.  Don't
  4    be telling him ten minutes about what you have been doing
  5    and where you have been.  We know what you are doing.  We
  6    watch you closely.
  7              The oil companies, they dumped oil in Prince
  8    William Sound.  I live off of Copper River.  There is
  9    environmental issues regarding the trees, the birds.
 10    Everything was destroyed.  You think the oil company --
 11    that pipeline goes through my backyard in Copper River.
 12    You think they gave us kids -- my children one dollar for
 13    scholarship?  Nothing.  And what do you guys want from us?
 14    You want to develop this land that's been untouched, and
 15    it's not right.  I'm sorry.  But that's all right with me.
 16              I just wanted to say my piece.  Thank you.
 17                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Thank you very much.
 18    Ma'am, for the record what village are you from?
 19                    MS. FAYE EWAN:  I'm from Alaska.
 20                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  If you have a
 21    question, I'd like to answer the questions before we close
 22    the meeting.
 23                    MS. BETSY BEARDSLEY:  Are you going to let
 24    the other people testify?  He came from Kotzebue for this
 25    meeting.  I think you should allow the people that came
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  1    from out of town to testify.
  2                    AN UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  I'd like an
  3    opportunity as a citizen.
  4                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  The purpose of this
  5    meeting -- and I know from the list that there were people
  6    that were placed on the list because you contacted me.
  7                    MS. BETSY BEARDSLEY:  You have 20 minutes
  8    left.  You can let the people from out of town
  9    representing tribal organizations --
 10                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  I will call on the
 11    people that have their hands raised.  There are some
 12    people that have their hands raised, and I'd be happy to
 13    call on them.  Okay.  Right behind Mr. Lake.  I think
 14    that's what you are talking about, right?
 15                    MS. BETSY BEARDSLEY:  I am talking about
 16    there are several people that are here from out of town
 17    that put their names on the list tonight to testify, and
 18    they were told by Michael Haller earlier that they would
 19    get a chance to testify.  And you just said that you are
 20    going to close the meeting after --
 21                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  I have the list right
 22    here, Betsy, and your name is on the list, and I called
 23    those people.
 24                    MS. BETSY BEARDSLEY:  I'm not talking
 25    about myself.  I'm talking about these other people.
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  1                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  I understand that.  I
  2    called on people that were on the list, and they were put
  3    on the list even though they weren't at the meeting, the
  4    last scoping meeting that -- they didn't come to that
  5    meeting, so they weren't amongst the group of people who
  6    came to that meeting that indicated that they wanted to
  7    speak but couldn't speak, which is why we held this
  8    meeting tonight.  That was the primary purpose of holding
  9    this meeting tonight.  And on the list -- hang on a
 10    second.  Just so I can get this across so I can address
 11    that, and then I can get to where I think she wants to go,
 12    because there is a gentleman, I saw his hand, I meant to
 13    call on him.
 14              There are some people on the list that came up
 15    and testified.  They weren't here at the last meeting.
 16    There are two individuals, and they were here, I think,
 17    because you contacted our agency and we put them on the
 18    list so that they could speak.
 19                    MS. BETSY BEARDSLEY:  I know that, sir,
 20    but there are other people here and we are running out of
 21    time.
 22                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  I understand that
 23    there are other people here.  Okay.  Yes, sir.  Do you
 24    want the microphone?
 25                    MR. AUTAMUK ENOCH SHIEDT:  My name is
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  1    Autamuk, A-U-T-A-M-U-K, Enoch, E-N-O-C-H, Shiedt,
  2    S-H-I-E-D-T.  I'm from Kotzebue.  I represent 11 villages.
  3    And here is what I'm hearing, that you need tribal
  4    consultation with the villages, not only on the coastal --
  5    I do have villages that's from the river that go to the
  6    coast to harvest.  This is a big ocean you are talking
  7    about, and this is what we live on.
  8              There are impacts just from the sound that are
  9    being done and the studies that are being done out there,
 10    and you -- and yet the last two days we hear that you are
 11    not impacting too many sea mammals.  You forget, and the
 12    way I could get it is you started with a low sound and you
 13    still count few walrus, few beluga, few whales when there
 14    is thousands and thousands of beluga, walrus and whales.
 15    You start slow so you could scare them off and say we are
 16    not impacting from the sound.  Okay.
 17              These are the whales that could swim away.  What
 18    about the bottom fish, the sea mammals live off?  If you
 19    have the technology to do what you are doing to find oil,
 20    maybe you could get the crabs and the fish and extract
 21    them and see how much damage you are doing to them.  If
 22    you are doing damage to the fish, you are doing damage to
 23    the sea mammals.
 24              And you say you discharge from oil and gas
 25    activities.  I work as natural resource coordinator over
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  1    ten years.  I hate to say this, but in my town in
  2    Kotzebue, our city discharge to the bay with a permit from
  3    tailing ponds.  I hate to say this, but I get calls from
  4    my fellow Natives saying our fish are smelling like sewage
  5    because the discharge, the fish think it's food and they
  6    eat it.  Reason why I know, I send out samples, and about
  7    eight and a half miles of dead fish from where they --
  8    they discharge up the river, and I did not go toward the
  9    ocean where the current was.  That's the discharge.  I'm
 10    scared these marine lines and these big ships you use when
 11    they discharge, not from the sewage, but when you are
 12    digging and whatever is in there.
 13              These activities -- the ocean is our garden.
 14    What happens in the ocean could impact us in the river.
 15    Why?  Our fish migrate from the river to the ocean to do
 16    their thing and get fat and go back.  You are not only
 17    going to hurt just the sea mammals.  You are going to hurt
 18    other fish up the river.  And you tell me, if there is an
 19    oil spill, how are you going to clean it up?  I think it's
 20    next to impossible because you can't because due to the
 21    ice.
 22              I know that current moves, and when it decide to
 23    pile up, it will pile how many stories high.  And it will
 24    have big icebergs out there.  And if you happen to spill,
 25    just before you close out your exploration and you have a
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  1    spill and you have two weeks left and it's going to ice
  2    up, how are you going to clean that?  Tell me.  I will be
  3    amazed if you find a plan I could approve.  And if you get
  4    people to look at it, I would love to look at it.  I will
  5    be the first in line.
  6              This is going to hurt us, also.  If they do find
  7    exploration, they find oil and they start hauling that
  8    fuel out where you find it, other marine lines that do
  9    come through, through the narrows -- what I call narrows
 10    is between Russia and Nome and Kotzebue and Point Hope.
 11    That's going to do a lot of damage because that's where
 12    our sea mammals migrate through from below Dillingham,
 13    from the Aleutians past Barrow.
 14              This is not only going to impact the North
 15    Slope.  You are going to impact thousands and thousands of
 16    miles because as a Native hunter, I hunt where -- I hunted
 17    with kayak and I blow.  My grandpa showed me how to blow.
 18    And I was nine years old when I dragged two oogruks in a
 19    kayak.  I'm talking from years of experience, and I'm
 20    getting close to 70.  This is what the Native food did to
 21    me.  I'm proud of it.  For being close to 70, it's not
 22    bad.
 23              That say, this land, if you take care of it,
 24    will take care of you.  So what you need to do is go to
 25    the tribes for consultation.  And you say you get
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  1    weathered in.  You should make an extra effort to go back
  2    and make it -- that you go back and not use your private
  3    plane.  The pilot probably don't know the weather and the
  4    conditions as our local pilots.  And they don't worry.
  5    You are worried about time.  We Natives have time.  And
  6    you expect us to make time for you.  Vice versa.  You make
  7    time for us.  We need this time to protect our land.
  8              And Betsy got a call from one of the villages,
  9    from a tribal council member saying that you guys did not
 10    go to Point Hope and did not have a
 11    government-to-government consultation with Point Hope.
 12    It's one of the heavy takers.  The reason why I know Point
 13    Hope and Kivalina is heavy takers, when I was young when
 14    they were doing Project Chariot, I was hired by their
 15    scientist to take him around.  And I was nine.  God bless
 16    me for this, I said.  I'll take you if you give me the
 17    final results in the book.  I receive the book when I was
 18    33 years old.  In the book, the surveys, and all it proved
 19    to us that the Natives depended on the Chukchi Sea
 20    heavily; not only Kivalina, not only Point Hope; Noatak,
 21    too, Kotzebue, Buckner and Deering.  These are my
 22    villages.  And this is our garden.  And this is our life.
 23              And I would like to get more chance for people
 24    to testify in the hub villages or in other village that's
 25    being at the coastal, not only that village you pick.
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  1    There is villages all the way from Dillingham because when
  2    we satellite tag them seals in Kotzebue, within a few days
  3    they will be foraging on the other side, on the Russia
  4    side.  You want those?  I'll give them to you.
  5              It's amazing how fast they could go just to
  6    forage, just a few [indiscernible] what we did and just to
  7    prove it to us, because the one you are talking about here
  8    when the sea mammals are migrating north, they are good
  9    and fat, yet there is so much feed up north, they even
 10    come back fatter.  When we shoot them and harvest them, we
 11    don't -- I don't subsist; I harvest for my food.  They
 12    will float because there is enough oil in them to float.
 13    Even a beluga will float.  This is what I am saying.
 14              It's not only going to impact the sea mammals;
 15    the food chain, also.  Thank you.
 16                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  I don't remember who
 17    had a question first, but I think it was you, Mr. Harris,
 18    that I saw your hand was up earlier.
 19                    MR. DAVID HARRISON:  David Harrison.  And
 20    I just wanted to make a comment, not so much for everybody
 21    here, but all of the supporters of the Alaska Native
 22    people.  I would recommend that we send out a notice to
 23    all of the villages making a recommendation for the
 24    Department, for the agencies, to go into every village for
 25    a government-to-government consultation because the
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  1    continued drilling or proposed drilling is going to damage
  2    our food sources.  And if they allow this, then it was --
  3    like I said earlier, it's creating conditions of life
  4    calculated to bring about the physical destruction of the
  5    group in whole or part; in other words, genocide.
  6                    YOLANDA:  What I see tonight is, once
  7    again, it looks like they all, mining companies, dominate
  8    and control and manipulate this meeting again.  My name is
  9    Yolanda.
 10                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Are you from here in
 11    Anchorage?
 12                    YOLANDA:  Yeah.
 13                    MR. ARTHUR LAKE:  In reference to your
 14    earlier -- about where you went, it does not matter --
 15    distance doesn't matter.  Time does not matter.  You have
 16    still have an obligation.  And in order to do that, you
 17    have to change the way you operate in order to -- in order
 18    to ensure that tribal consultation and the
 19    government-to-government relationship happens.  It doesn't
 20    matter about time and distance.  It doesn't reduce your
 21    responsibilities as a federal agency of the United States
 22    government.
 23                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  Okay.  We are right up
 24    on that 10:00 time period.  I thank you very much for
 25    attending.  Sir, you have got the last word.
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  1                    MR. DARRELL PETERSON:  My name is Darrell
  2    Peterson.  I signed up on that list.  I came to Alaska a
  3    long time ago.  I worked on Bristol Bay and Kodiak Island,
  4    the fish canneries, and I have been a teacher for a long
  5    time.  I retired.  I have been to the North Slope and I've
  6    worked there.  And actually, I was out on the ice.  In
  7    fact, the polar bear people came and talked to us, and we
  8    were their eyes and ears.  That has nothing to do with
  9    where I'm coming from.
 10              I'm in favor of these leases because the big
 11    reason is someone here mentioned that just across the way
 12    is the Soviet Union and they are going to drill.  They are
 13    going to drill, and it's going to be total.  It's going to
 14    be any.  It's going to be the Chinese, because we have
 15    given them all our money and they have got billions to
 16    spend to drill, and they can reach across under the ground
 17    20, 30 miles closer to you than what these guys are
 18    talking about leasing here.
 19              And I appreciate the fact that you guys need to
 20    maintain your way of life out there.  I do.  I have been
 21    there.  I like it.  I snowmachine.  I like going out at 20
 22    below and doing my thing.  I like to hunt.  I grew up in a
 23    town smaller than the ones you guys have talked about
 24    here.  Thirty people.  I lived on elk meat and deer meat
 25    most of my life.  Grew our own chickens and eggs.
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  1              But the point here is, you don't have ten years.
  2    They are going to take our money and they are going to
  3    start drilling, and we are going to lose out.  And if you
  4    haven't been to the Soviet Union to see how screwed up
  5    those guys are, if you think we are bad, go over there.  I
  6    have been there.  It's a disaster.  Every place you go is
  7    a disaster.  They are paying us money to pick up their oil
  8    spills from our companies.
  9              We are hiring our oil companies to go over and
 10    fix up their spills.  And they are not stopping pumping.
 11    They are just trying to make it.  It's an ecological
 12    disaster.  That's what you have got.  They're going to
 13    give them the lease, and they are going to start drilling.
 14    So what you guys need to do here is coming up with a plan
 15    that's going to work.  You might have five years.  You may
 16    not.  That's the reality.
 17              And once the oil gets spilled underneath the
 18    ground -- and they won't care.  The Russians don't care.
 19    They could care less.  Go.  Take a good look.  Charter a
 20    plane to Magadan, go out and look and see what a gulag
 21    looks like.  You can get around and see they how they
 22    treat the environment.  Go far north.  They rape and
 23    pillage the land like unbelievable.
 24              And I just hope these guys -- I hope our federal
 25    government realizes that these oil companies will go where
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  1    they can drill.  And they will -- no drilling rig at a
  2    million dollars a day sitting there, no oil company can
  3    afford that.  In fact, you and I as taxpayers, they write
  4    that off.  And you contributed to watching Shell leave
  5    that thing up there for $180 million and that came out of
  6    our pockets because they wrote that off dollar for dollar
  7    against us.  Okay.
  8              Anyway, Darrell Peterson.  Thank you very much.
  9                    MR. DAVID HARRISON:  Naturalize the oil
 10    companies and get it over with.
 11                    MR. JEFFERY LOMAN:  I'd like to thank
 12    everybody for attending this evening and participating in
 13    this important public process.  Please drive home safely
 14    and have a good night.
 15               (Proceedings adjourned at 10:05 p.m.)
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